Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 








THE 



COMPETITION WALLAH. 



y 



0. 0. TREVELTAN, HP. 



SECOND EDITION, 
WITH OMI88IOV8 *«D COBBICTIOVIb 




y 



tm 



a 

HACMILLAN AND CO. 

1866. 



i> 



\Th» Mght </ TnuultUim U RmrvU.] 




fi m 






t^ 



,X ^^^^' ^^ ^ 



lUlVAH) OvucaC UMUIC 



"^atiaifi C^Uc^t^. JjcUtiiy 

/Uf, pi 9. '^ 






a. a^Y, ■ov, ins tatuw. 



harvardN 
university) 

,,1 15 19T6I 






f 



i' ' 



I i 



P A E P A C E. 

Thosb who read these letters with attention cannot 
fail to perceive that my most earnest desire and most 
cherished ambition is to induce Englishmen at home to 
take a lively and effective interest in the native popnla- 
tion of their Eastern dominions ; and with that view to 
lay before them a plain statement of the feeling which 
is entertained towards the popnlation by the European 
settlers in India. This is a task which cannot be 
undertaken by an anonymous writer. On a matter so 
momentous evidence will not be received from a wit- 
ness whose Character and antecedents are unknown. 
On all the great questions which now agitate Anglo* 
Indian society the civilians and the settlers are at 
odds: so that men naturally r^ect the testimony of* 
an author whom the laiger half of his readers and 
reviewers believe to be a civilian. The admiration 
expressed in the fourth letter for the gallantry of Mac- 
donell and Mangles^ and the recital of the advantages 
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of a pmUio oueer in India contained in the fifth, were 
woe ew ivdy attribiited to the predilection of the author 
fnr Us own Senrioa Hiis was of little consequence : 
bat not 80 with the ninth letter, which exposes at 
leqgth the horrible tone adopted by a certain class of 
Aq^o-Indians regarding the murder of natives by 
Europeans. This exposition consists almost entirely 
of extracts from the Anglo-Indian journals themselyes : 
and yet it was sfyled ''a burst of civilian hatred against 
the Independent Settler * by no less a journal than 
the SpmUdot^ which had noticed the previous letters 
most frvooiably and courteously. The tenth of the list 
is chiefly an attack upon the proposed Criminal Con- 
tnMst Law : the fiusts of which are drawn almost entirely 
froov the writings of the advocates of that law. Nothing 
•weald have given me greater pleasure than a criticism, 
however hostile^ in the pages of the Speeiaiar, since 
my dearest object is to excite the interest of the 
Bq^^ish people in these questions so vital to India; 
but the only notice bestowed upon me was that ''the 

* Ccmpetitiim Wallah is writing on a sulgect on whidi 

* a eivilian always loses his senses^ and pleads his bro- 
'^ theriy afTeetion for natives as a reason for his cousinly 
'^ spitefblness to all settlers." 
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•8 eqiial8 in the eye of the law — as fellow-men and 
fellow-eabjeota ; that they do not stigmatiBe them as 
•niggen^** and treat them little better than such; that 
Ifaey do not regard as execrable hypocrisy the sentiment 
that *we hold-India for the benefit of the inhabitants 
-of India.- 

Something has been added to the book, and something 
altered. Much bad prose and worse rhyme has been 
omitted firom the earlier letters : and yet a great deal 
remains so interwoven with more important matter that 
it cannot be ejcpnnged, of which I am heartily ashamed 
already, end expect to be still more ashamed in years 
to comsL Such, however, must be the case with every 
young author, unless he be rarely precocious or uqcom- 
mmiljLself-satisfied. It may be hoped that some pardon 
will be granted to youth and inexperience, and some 
to the excitement and eibotion of oti<e who has lived 
amoqg scenes of social oppression and injustice whicb 
his readers have not known even by hearsay. Thesel 
letters will not have been written in vain ii^ by their 
mBKDM^ the natives of India obtain some portion di\ 
English qrmpathy and English justice 



PKEFACE TO THE SECOIO) EDmOK 

Thb alterationa and omissioaa in the Second Edition 
«m «t making thie book not lew faulty, but le«i un- 
reliable. I We struck out nothing that i. merely 
»M but much that i. dulL Hie only exception U 
m the «»e of «,me remark, which have brought upon 
their author the chaige of «ligiou. bigotiy. .nd of 
^ite toward, the Catholic fdth. My reader, will. I 
thmk, dlow_that^«hgiou. bigotiy i. not my crying r 
«-. 1^0 not however, hedtate to expunge a pa«.ge ^ 
which ha. given ofiTence to men whom I deeply re- 
"^ •»<! whp« daim. for ju.tice and toh«nc I 
•h^ ever ropport to the extent of my ability. 



a, Claboh Srmiir, 
April, 1SS4. 
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LITTIB or XBTBODUOnOK. 

Deau Sib» — Though feeling some hesitation in appxoech- 
ing (metaphorically) the editorial sanctum, there are 
occasions when diffidence is out of place ; and I think 
that you will allow that this comes under that cat^iy. 
Bat^ without any fiirther preface^ I will plunge at once 
in nudioM rei^ and tell you my whole stoiy fium the 
veiy beginning. 

The gentleman (and scholar), whom I wish to intro* 
duce to your notice^ is Mr. Henxy Broughton, my earliest 
and most attached friend. Throughout our school 
career— which we passed together in the classic groves 
and along the banks of Badl^^to call us Damon and 
Pjrlades would haye been to " damn with faint praise." 
Together we chased the bounding ball; together we 
cleft the yielding wave ; together we studied ; together 
we attended DiTine wonhip ; together we should have 
passed the houM of the nighty had not the regulations 
of that excellent institution confined us to our separate 
cubides. Our characters were sldmirably fitted to 
supply what was wanting in the other. My mind was 

B 



, DAMON AND FTLADES. 

«f thu dMS Which developes kte, and which, whfle it 
of tM cia» wniwi r— y^-^-^nt eye, too often 

avnm abundant piomiso to the obaenran^ ejrc, 

•^ 1^.^ rft dl lb. Kl».l-pi«» ■""" 

_:^««4Mflf So that men wouia say, wuou •« / 
"^^dliiwr-Wbiw-StokiMboiiit lib. 
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the cloisters of Neville's Ck>;irt on an evening in Maich, 
1860, the conversation happened to tnm on an Indian 
career. Broughton spoke of it with his wonted enthu- 
siasm, maintaining that the vital object to be looked 
for in the choice of a line of life was to select one that 
would present a succession of high and elevating in- 
teresta I, on the contrary, was fired at the idea of 
being placed with almost unlimited power among a 
subject-race, which would look up to me for instruction 
and inspiration. What a position for a philosopher I 
What for a philanthropist I Above all, what for a 
philosophic philanthropist I We forthwith sent in our 
names for the approaching competitive examination. 
For the result of that examination 1 do not pretend to 
account Broughton, who was lamentably ignorant of 
modem literature ; who was utterly unable to " give a 
" brief summary of the opinions held by, and a sketch 
" of the princiiml events in the life of Heraclitus, Dr. 
"Darwin, Kant, or Giordano Bruno;" — Broughton, 
who, when asked for the original source of, the quota- 
tion, " When Greek meets Greek," said that when Greek 
met Greek he probably inquired whether he intended 
to vote for Prince Alfred, Jefferson Davis, the Duke of 
Saxe Coburg, Panizsi, or any other man ; Broughton, I ' 
say, passed third on the liBt» being beaten only by a 
student from Trinity College, Dublin, and a gentleman 
educated at Eton, whero he resided exacUy three week% 
and a private tutor^s, with whom he passed seven years. 
As for myself^ I have since been convinced that an 
examiner, whose name I willingly suppress, was shocked 
[by my advanced opinions on the destination and pro- 
jgress of our race This fact together with a certain 
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S aJUOH AKD PTLADES. 

of the class wliicli developes lute, and which, while it 
girei abundant pTomiso to the observant eye, too often 
fcilatobeappreciatedbythoBeimmediately around. His 
reached its maturity early. I was the more thoughtful 
mad the intellectualler of the two ; he the more practical 
ud the quick-sighteder. I ofltiraea fonnd myself un- 
Kbl« to express the high thoughts that welled inside 
me ; while he carried off all the school-prizes. In the 
fulness of time we followed each other to collie— to 
the college epnoWed by more than one enduring world- 
Tride friendship— to the college of Tennyson and Henry 
Hallam- In our new phase of life we were still as in- 
timate aa ever at heart, though, outwardly spealdng, our 
■odftl spheres diverged He lived with the men of action ; 
I with the men of thought He wr.)te and talked, wielded 
the <W and passed the wine-cup, debated on the benches 
of the Union high questions of international morality 
•sd ecdeaiaslical government. I conversed with a few 
kindred souls about, or pondered out in solitude, the 
great problems of existence. I examined myself and 
o&en on such points as these : Why were we born I 
■Wluther do we tend I Have we an instinctive con- 
■dousneKsT So that men would say, when they saw 
me in the distance, " Why was Simkins bom! Is he 
• tcDding hither t Has he an instinctive consciousness 
- that he is a bore !" I gloried in this species of in- 
taUectnal persecution. I was the Sociates, Broughton 
■ the Akibiades, of the Univereity. His trinmphs maj 
be md in the Cambridge Calendar and the club-room 
of Rrst Trinity : mine are engraven deep in the minds 
which I influenced Bi>d impressed with my own stamp- 
Howerer, to come to the point, as we were lounging in 
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lh« cloi,to« of Neville's Court on «„ evening in March, 
181)0, the conversation happened to turn on an Indian 
career. Broughton spoke of it with his wont«d enthu- 
s»«m, maiDlaining that the vital object to be looked 
for m the choice of a line of life was to select one that 
would present a succession of high and elevating in- 
terests. I. on the contrary, was fired at the idea of 
bemg placed with almost unlimited power among a 
subject-race, which would look np to me for instruction 
and inspiation. What a position for a philosopher ! 
What for a philanthropist! Above all. what for a 
philosophic philanthropist 1 Wo forthwith sent in our 
names for the approaching competitive examination. 
For the result of that examination 1 do not pretend to 
sccount. Broughton, who was lamentably ignorant of 
modern literature ; who was utteriy unable to " give a 
" brief summary of the opinions held by, and a sketch 
" of tlie principal events in the life of Heraclitus, Dr. 
"Darwin, Kant, or Giordano Bruno;" — Broughton, 
v'ho, when asked for the original source of. the quota- 
tion, " When Greek meets Grwk," said that when Greek 
met Greek he probably inquired whether he intended 
to vote for Prince Alfred. Jefferson Davia. the Duke of 
Ssjie Coburg, Pnnizci, or any other man ; Broughton, I ' 
s«y, passed third on the list, being beaten only by a 
stodent from Trinity Collie, Dublin, and a gentleman 
educated at Eton, where he resided exactly three wecka. 
and a private tutor's, with whom be poaaed seven yeax». 
As for myself, I have sinoo been convinced that an 
exeminer, whose name I willingly snpprcsa, was shockud 
l>y ray advanced opinions on the deatination and pro- 
b-ress of our race This facty together with a certein 
b2 
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. *-^ » of Btvlo which continwOly peeps 
"^ r^ rShl S« Pioue to du^ust than to 

throngh, and whwfc » ™"" *; ^^ jj^ .ufficed.to ex- 
j,,.^^ tho« with whm myfate^ 0^, 

d^ ™e ft»»r ?^^, 'CT wh^ the fire bum. 

*^."^^i!^nVch an occasion my waders nuiy 
ti«ing4»«rih^ "-^ "^^ ^t„ ^e a compact 

h.« heard ^.f^^l^^^A first, he should appear 
» «fe tif* •* S^^^to^ w^ he knew of the 

*!^"?l*lvt^^e the result of the examma- 
.ecieta of the grave. ^""^^ j^ indtation of these 
tion«8 still pending, we agreed^ ^ 

.hoald write to his homwrta^w ^^^ j„ 

of hi. Indi« -P^r^^^jThad formerly ex- 
a„r eontraet; !f J^T^/p^uctionof hispea 

^--^'^'^^iSSt y^wirfiwa. conveyed inth. 

2- latter in whi<* you r^ ^^^ ^ ..^ 
thiit TOO could not find «paw lor »"/ trtnsmii 

?iuW^vity of Buckled I detenmned to txan«nu | 

•^ hia Ictteia for po^li«^^°- 

^ Sincerely yonia, 

Chables 8iiinH8,BX 

Trte. ML C>"^ 

P«^I send you under cover a trifle which h- 

«iS^ a JTof my idle moments. It».«rT^" 
oeeapiaa a iwr w m., imitataon too 

young author, piay do not heaiUte to reject it 
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LETTER I. 



THE TWO 8T8TEM& 



CAunTTTA, Jtm, 14, isaaL 
Deab SnouKB^ — Indian travellers usually commence 
their first letter by describing their earliest impression 
upon landing in Calcutta. With some it is mosquitoes ; 
with others, Warren Hastings; while others, again, 
leem divided between an oppressive consciousness of 
heathendom and hot tififins. My prevailing feeling was 
negative : it was the absence of Dundreary. The sense 
of relief at being able to ask a question without being 
told that it was "one of those things that no fellah 
" could understand," was at first delightfully soothing. 
On the whole, the current English slang is at a discount 
in the market hera 

I did not write during the first fortnight^ as I was in 
very low spirits, and nothing encourages that state of 
mind so much as trying to communicate it to others. 
There is no doubt that the situation of a young civilian 
has much in it that is very trying. His position is 
precisely that of a new boy at school I was continually 
expecting to hear the familiar question, * What's your 
" name, you fellow T" Nobody, however, seemed to care 
enough about me to ask. There are so many young 
civilians that older residents cannot afiTord to show them 
tttentioLs until they have earned tiiemselves an indi*. 
viduality. Every one has been a " student " in his day. 
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, lomwtm Of A Tomo cinuju. 

W. pri«B-n; even so the j«dg» «f »J*^ ^^^ 

rt,e »»"8™°*"™*.,:^„_ -rtth it an increase m unpor- 

eiemy of .dmiwn, must «ther be smguiariy 
ing « ex^tiiBitely disogreeable. ^,_,^t^ w the 

Thft^setion of loneliness is muck 'W^^'^yL „, 
^"l^ of selecting «.d tnuning *« -nW 

E^2Ssr:-.^ofrwhotr;:::d 

:S ^inr^ of iheir English life in thej«n. 
J^jLTLSIelt He found «m«.y mote already 
quadrangle as iubw»». ^^^^ . ,^come and assist 
,„„„fortably settted. and P"?*"***^^^ j^ked for- 
their fdlow collegi-J ; "^'^^^.l^ the end 
^to receiving «* ""*^,i^o^ a tie which 

I'^^'LT^i^^^d never break. In 
,b.«a«it«d«. of^i^ the deserto of Bajpootai^ 

rtiSirc^^^Stent but spirited 0^ 

\ 2^S^d«rJf eivUisation and the P««»»*rf ^ 
\ i2:^;^*-oH«Wburymen»et^^ 
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while the other sported the jack-boots and solar topee 
of theMofussil Commissioner f What matter thou^ 
Brown swore hy the Contract Law and Sir Mordaont 
Wells, while Bobinson was suspected of having lent a 
sly hand in pushing about the Nil Dnipanl Hadthejr 
not rowed together on the Leal Had th^ not laibd 
together in Hertford 1 Had th^ not shared that abun- 
dant harvest of medals which rewarded the somewhat 
moderate exertions of the reading-man at the East 
Indian College f This strong itprii d$ carpi had its 
drawbacks. The interests of the country were too often 
postponed to the interests of the service. But the ad- 
vantages of Haileybury outweighed the defects. 

Our situation is very different Few of us are Incky 
enough to have more than two or three aoquaintanoes 
among the men of our own years : and, while our- 
seniors persist in looking on us as a special classy we 
have no bond of union among ourselves. At Cambridge 
you must have observed that freshmen legui freshmen, 
with a peculiar suspicion and shyness ; and I some- 
times think that it is- the same with the novices of the 
Civil Service. It is some time before we acquire the 
aplomb, the absence of which characterises the reading- 
man of the University. I use the word "apkxmb* in 
order to avoid your darling term " self-consciou8ness»" 
that treasured discovery of a metaphysioal age. When 
a man describes himself as ''self<<)onscious»' I always 
think of the American fugitive bawling out to an ofBcer 
who attempted to rally his r^giment^ "For Heaven's 
"sake, do not stop me ; I am so feerlulfy demoralised.** 
The stories against the Competition Wallahs^ which are 
told and fondly believed by the Haileybury men^are idl 
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JTSUSTO BJBITS tSSMSTIAl. • 

eome throe or fooi Engliabmen k» plaoed orar » pro- 
vinco as lacga M Sucoaf, tn officer who cannot dziTc a 
Beriea of ehyiag honei, or ride umw coontiy, it u use- 
less u a judge who anffen &om beedaciie in ft bed^- 
ventilated conithouM. A onmninioner of Police ttdd 
me that on one oooaaion, when a disfanot in Bengal ww ' 
in a vety inSammaUfl itate on aoooimt of the Indigo 
troubles, he maiched np in hot haate with a atrong 
force, and leqneated the civil officer to meet him on the 
wa^. To hie iaeSable disgust that gentleman came to 
the rendezTooa in a palanquin. It was not t^ tiavel- 
ling about in palan^nina that Wake and Uanglee and 
their fellows, in the midat of a hostile popolatian, witli 
small hope of snccoor, btse np against frightfiil odda 
through the long months of the gnat nmtii^. It is 
iiupossiblo to beliere that any daaa of Kngiishmen an 
deficient in natural oourage ; but bmiliarify with arm* 
and horses can onljr be acquired Iff men oonstantlT' 
exercised in field sports ; and to field aports the new 
civUiaas are not addicted as ft class. Tba indiridual 
members of ao imperial race settled in snail unmben 
throughout a subjeet population must be m«m of their 
hands. What the Enniakillsnan wen in Ireland, what 
the soldiers of Oortea were in Uezioov that an our 
coDutiTmen in India. It is well for a Hofunil oiviliaa* 
that he shonld have cuItiTated tastes and extended 
Tiews ; but it is well likewise that ha should be nnSj 
> at need to ride fifty milea on end withflrot seeking for 
road or bridg^ and that in villages and hfttaan of the 
most evil leputatioD he should feel aeoun widi a 
favourite hogspear in his hand, and a double- barrelled 
rurdoy slung across his shoulders. 



IB UKZWiaS T&hGAUff. 

In the e&rlifT days of tke new system Etories wero 
frequently told against the competilioneis, nccusiag them 
oC tbe grave crimes of frugality and foresiglit. One 
competitioner had set up housekeeping with a dozen of 
leer and a corkscrew. Another was seen walking; with 
hie Rrm round his wife's waist in the bazaar. We no 
kmger hear anytliing of this class of anecdotes, for tho 
plain TcasoD that society has come round to the compe- 
titioaets, and acknowledged that they were in tim right. 
If a young couple in the first year of wedded life can- 
not be happy without a carriage, their love can hardly 
be (o warm u to justify their marrying on throe hun- 
dred a year. Uany of those who laughed loudest had 
bitter na«m to regret the want of the prudence which 
they ridiculed. In old days, it was no uncommon thing 
foi men of advanced life and high standing in the Ser- 
vice to be tormented with dobtfi contracted during their 
tint eighteen months in the country. With minds of a 
oettain clasa, to have " turned your lac " — that is, to owe 
t«n tfknuaDd pounds — was conventionally supposed to 
be * robject of mutual congratulation. >Vhether the 
contemplation of that achievement afforded equal plea- 
•me to the father of a large family down a vista of 
tiiirty years may well be doubted. A civilian who has 
the self-command to live within his income from the 
Ter7 day on which ha lands, aflei a very short time, 
will never know what the wont of money is. But to 
live within his income is no easy thing for a student 
within the Calcntta ditch. To him iced ohampogne is 
aa pleasant, and native hack-coaches are as dirty, and 
promising colts in Uie last batch landed from the Cape 
an aa good bargain! aa to any collector and magistrate 
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with fifty sold mohn»;itir^f^^ T" "P^^ 

--things in the earT^ Cty ^V^r "* 
■■w you mn in your chafin? Ar^vT^ ^^^ "^"^ 

,«the native banker Zt i T^" ' '"'^'^^Bnt 

H^. poor fellow, has t^u' L ? ""^ ''""^ "^^^ 
"P tl.e Balliol SchdaSn-n W ^^ *° *^'* ^^^ ^ «*" 
W bis coUegeTuS^S JZ"'' ^"^ '^'' '^^'^ ^ 
Private «bool wht,'h?W „"„S*>^P^»«tthat 
" too expensive; and M^f ^* ^"""^ ^^7 
off -Bother, and^ Sf *' "°r^ »>" ^ bejnl 
«P»n, the couple ofthrs^ H^"" '"- "^"^ 
won« than aU theZ?« *"" «"'«°'«ts; and, 

-re languid Xi^;™- "« ^^^ ^^ S 
0. are so heavy ■ and tblttr ^l '^ "^ ""« ^- '^ 

^'We, while one is youn^ ;„*;, " ^ " ****^to pinch . 
^"""m have dii^S^f ^rf'^/ "-^ ^^ compe. 
"Pon it honesUy «d^u.'^ P^^^P^^ ^^ «« sct^ 

CoTr^r^hror^-^-^-^- ' 

•TotamofappoiTtoentbvit^- . T^^'^ *">« "U 
^ that ev« Z^de^""^^'^'^ ^'^r. is fcr th. 
»ffi« out here, of er^^ gentleman in very high . 
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1ft mow to CHOOSE TOUR (SnUAK. 

twioe as many candidates as theie are vacancies, and 
that the half of these should be selected by a searching 
eompetitiTe examination. But it is impossible for a 
statftnnan, with his hands full of work, however well 
diaposed, to make, on his own judgment, a large number 
of i^pointmenta. He must rely on the recommenda- 
tion of others. He might, indeed, request the head- 
ifffrtfia of the great public schools to send in the names 
of those of their best scholars whgji^cied an Indian 
oaner— which, after all, would only be an irregular 
oompetitive system under another name. But he would 
be fiff more likely to ask members of parliament, who 
wero undecided which way to vote on the approaching 
stend-and-fidl question, to assist him with their valu- 
able advice in making the nominations. The prizes of 
tlie (Svil Service are too rich to be placed in the lap of 
any one man. Suppose twenty vacancies, and a secretary 
lor India with free opinions on the matter of patronage. 
"What would be easier than to nominate twenty favoured 
f in W ft^ and twenty youths who had fidled three 
4jiiii>a running in the preliminaiy examination at Cam- 
bridget The only chance for a man, without interest, 
would be to feign extreme incapacity ; to get flogged at 
t^^wifti gad plucked at college ; and then to burst on the 
hunor-etmck examiners with a flood of unsuspected in- 
fixrmation and latent genius. It would be neoessaiy to 
f«i4f«iii the elder Brutus, in order to deceive theTarquin 

of the Indift Offica 

Now, the system of appointment by directors worked 

wen, because it was founded on the principle of per- 
gonal responsibility. Each member of the board wielded 
Us fraUgi to do him credit He chose the most -^-^ 
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mising of his sons or nephews: and a publio-spirited 
man would often go further and nominate the most 
likely young fellow of his acquaintanca The chief dia* 
advantage ky in the fact that the lads, brought up in 
Anglo-Indian fiunilies, and among Indian iMn^ 'fitiftng, 
from an early age, looked upon India as their birth- 
right, and foiled to acquire the larger views and wkbr 
interests of a general English education. Any one who 
has observed boys closely cannot but rema^ the unfor^ 
tunate effect produced on a groinng mind by a special 
line of life constantly in prospect 

Is there, then, any plan which would unite the ad- 
vantages of the old and the new systems? Why not 
appoint men by open competition, between the ages of; 
say, seventeen and nineteen, and afterwards send the 
successful candidates to an East Indian College at or 
near London? By choosing your civilians at an earlier 
age, you will get hold of a class who now slip through 
your hands. A roan of first-rate powers, who has once 
tasted the sweets of university success, inll never be 
peisuaded to give up his Ed£^ hopes. By the time 
he is five-and-twen^, when he has begun to estimate 
bis position truly, and to see that a Univerify scholar- 
ship is not a certain step to the cabinet or the woolsack, 
then, indeed, he would be glad enough to take the Civil 
Service by the forelock. But at two^md-twenty, in the 
fuU conceit of a glorious degree, in the full view of a 
Trini^ or Merton fellowship, who would consent to 
exchange the Common-room in em, mi Downing-stnet 
tn pme, for the buugalow and the Qutoheny ? Wanen 
Hastings and Sir Charles Metcalfe were among the best 
scholars of their time at Eton and Westminster. If 
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would lure no existence among ft looiety of young " 
fdlom, picked by merit from the gnat placea <& edncft- 
tUm, and planted vithin easy leach of linooln'a Inn and 
Weitminiter HalL 

I bare been Teiy long and dnll about my compeli* 
tionon, but it ia consoling to thiuk that yon wonld 
liave been much duller. You may take your revenge 
by writing eiglit aides upon any su\gect in which yon 
are interested, excepting only the American var and 
the deatiiiiei of our race, provided that you prepay the 
letter. My next ahall be more amnaing, as I start this 
day week ou a visit to my cousin, the collector and 
inagistiate of Uof^issilpoor, in Bahar ; so that yon shall 
hear something of up-country lif& Go on and prosper 
in your mission of reforming society by your peiL I 
have no doubt that, before many months aie out, I 
■hall hear of your having left something so written that 
the world will very willingly let it die. Be assured 
that my affection for yourself and my indifierenoe to 
your theories, continue unchanged. 

" JacDT, Don ■DhBBD nmtut <iiii tnoi Duin anrant.' 
It is not worth while altering the line for yoor benefit, 
ai you never had a strong opinion on the question of 
quantitiet, It has sometimes occuned to ma that your 
having lallen abort of excellence as a writer of lAtan 
verse may be partiaUy aooonnl«d for \if your negleet of 
pnoody. 

Everyonrs, 

H. Brodobtoit. 

F.S. Ton asked for a description of life on the over* 
I knd route. I send you the prologue written for a play 
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we aeted on -board Captain Weston's ship, the NmMu, 
OB the evening of the day on which we stopped at the 
eond island of Minniooy, to pay a visit to the poor 
peoida who had been wrecked in the "^ Colombo " some 
weeks befoia It will tell yon as much as it is good 
joa to know about the habits' and pastimes of the 
«• P. and O." travellers. 

Fair dMnei» whoM mMj-^Stain in goodly row 
riinge either bnlwmrk of the P. and ; 
Wbooe goudian angela with aaq>icioii8 galea 
Swell the brood boeom of omr outward Mila, 
Or, aa a met^hor more atrictly true. 
Direct the reTolntiona of omr eerew; 
As tLi long day weara on, and nothing hringi 
Ta break the dnU monotony of things, 
Ka freah delist, no genial Chriatmaa ftin, 
8n?e water-ieea or a easoal bun, 
Jnat like oor watchea, aa we eaatward go 
Wd*!* growing alower atill and yet more ilow. 

la aearoh of iport theee join the eirde fnU 
That mokee and loongea nmnd the game of '*Ball,' 
Chaff if Smith get a B, and marrel when 
Jonea, flmhed with triumph, aoorea a hicky tea. 

Thoae train their nraadee, apito of braiae and niK 
With two old dnmb-bells and a broken dnl^ 
Aad, like trae heroea, undergo in play 
VTofk that wero cheap at fire rnpeea a day. 

Some loftier natnrea court a nobler care. 
And lit in Judgment on the bill of far^ 
Si^ for freeh butter and abnae the ghee. 
Sneer at the ox-tan aoup and praiae the pea. 
And for diacuaaion find a boundleaa field 
la Iriah atew hermetieaUy aealed. 

Then Uame ui not if we exert our powera 
To dMm away mmmi aome two abort hovra. 
Xvaaa our foalta. For time moat aorely pieet 
VTeSre done but roughly, though we're done our beat 

7b dye our lorer^a waiatcoat in a hurry 
Wo ilole a ^ooniU of the puraer'a curry. 
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And left the after-dinner wine and fig 

To pick the hemp that forma our riUaiu'a wig. 

!• there one here who, when his apiriU druopi 
Recalla his broken slambers on the poop ; 
Rouaed from the nigged plank on which he hj 
By humid Laacara era the break of day I 
Is thero a maid who Htcs in nightly dread 
licat some din cockroach drop from OTerhead, 
And in the fererad fiuidca of her aleep 
Sees the foul insect towarda her pillow ciuep f 
Let them tonight, whOe lau^ng tiU they cry 
I-ay cares and cockroachea and Laacara by . 

If thougiiu of thoae we left on Minnicoy * 
lufnse aome bittera in our cup of joy, 
Let us at least thia conaobtion reet on, 
^ i^"' ""**P we aaa with Captain Waatoa. 
While fnenda at home through dank Tyburaia'a foe 
Their flanka protected by a truiy dog, ^"'^••'* 
A atout alpaca o'er their ahonldera spread, 
Alert and armed, an marohing back to bed. 

And aeheming to avoid, aa beat they can. 
The fell embraeea of "the naaty man ;"■ 
'iUm shall the meimaida who puraue bi play 

On r trade of phoaphor atPftehing milea away, 
yrtm, burst of BMrriaaat and joeuad ata?u 

Come floating by aeroaa the Indian waTi, 

CiKJk up their taila and cry, "FuU weB we know 
•• 8ome lark'a afloat oa board the P. and 0.- 
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PVCKA, 1 

" Grant." I inquired, " Do you refer to Sir John Peter? 
" I don't know about that^" he replied, ** but I am sup 
" that the man's name was Grant" The effect of tlii 
out here is much the same as that which would be pro 
duced at home by hearing Lord Monteagle describee 
as having been in old days "a Mr. Rice," or Lon 
Lyveden spoken of as " formerly Smith of the Boan 
" of Control" 

But it is not only the absence of ideas in 6ommoi 
that renders correspondence an arduous task. Almost 
as serious an obstacle is the want, so to speak, of f 
common language. Anglo-Indians are, naturally enough 
wont to interlard their conversation with native words 
though this is the case less in Calcutta than elsewhere 
The habit is so universal that a Governor-General fresli 
from home complained in a published order that hi 
could not understand the reports of his own officials 
An £nglishman may keep his ground in Parisian salons 
and pass for a very sensible, intelligent fellow, by i 
copious though judicious use of "/Mr extmpUT In the 
same way, a mau who is a thorough master of the word 
"Pucka," may hold his own in any society in India 
" Pucka" literally means '' ripe," and is used to ezpresi 
the notion of perfection and completeness. A man whc 
is good at all points, whom Aristotle would have deno- 
minated " a cube without blame," is more oondsely 
described out here as " pucka." A permanent barrack ii 
" pucka," as opposed to a thatched hut The arrango 
ments for a shooting party are " pucka* when the pals 
tie does not run shorty and the bore of the statioo ii 
prevented from coming by an attack of dysentery. 

The a4jectives or verbs which are imported into ooii- 
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90 BELATTSE PAJTNES. 

Tonation from native sources are comparatively few; 
but, in the case of names of things, the English word is 
often entirely shoved out of the field. All India outside 
the MahrntU Ditch is the Mofussil ; Sport is always 
Shikar; and an Order always a HookuuL A civilian 
of old standing, who was desirous of pleasing me hy 
praising my University, told me that the " compounds " 
of some of the colleges were charming. The same gen- 
tleman 'complained that, when he was ttaveUing on the 
Continent during his furlough, he found it impossible to 
avoid mixing up Hindustani with his French or German. 
On one occasion he astonished an ardent imperialist. 
with whom he was holding a dispute in a railway car- 
riage, by exclaiming, "Ah, numneur, vatre Bmperew 
••%'ed poi pueka du taut, du tout, du taut/** There 
is nothing that enchants people out here so much as 
the mistakes in the languages made by new arrivals. 
The native name for soda-water is Belattee Pawnee, 
which, being interpreted, means, " English water.** Iliis 
ftrises from an idea which prevails in the Hindoo mind 
that it is the ordinary water of the English rivers bottled 
for exportation. Never shall I forget the enthusiostic 
delight occasioned by my talking of -bi-carbonate of 
•• Belattee.* In^fact, a charitably-disposed griffin will 
not unfrequently commit intentional inaccuracies in 
order to give the greatest possible amount of pleasure 
with the least expendfture of wit A young officer 
lately convulsed a dinner-table by proclaiming that be 
wSlTgoing to shoot tigers in the Cummerbunds—* 
triumph which was afterwards dimmed by a oompeti- 
tioner, who stated that at one time it had been his 
intention to have taken hookums. The natives have 
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met us halfway in the matter of language. I am told 
that the current Hindustani has been much anglicized 
within the last twenty years. Besides borrowing tlie 
form of the sentences, they have adopted many of our 
words, and altered them in the most curious manner to 
suit their own effeminate pronunciation. This is ordi- 
narily done by the insertion of a vowel before our 
liarsher combination of consonants. Thus, •• Tank 
• Square " becomes •• Tanky Square," and " Stewed Duck " 
" Ducky stew." « Champagne " seems to have troubled 
them most They have turned it into your singular, 
and call it " Simkia" 

Towards the end of last month I applied for, and 
obtained, six weeks* leave, after passing in the first of 
my two languages. It is a fact worthy of note, that 
the men who fail are very generally dissatisfied with 
the manner in which this examination is conducted, 
whQe the men who eucceed seem, on the whole, in- 
clined to think that there is not much amiss. On the 
evening of the 31st I left Calcutta by train, with the 
intention of living a week at Patna with Migor EatcliflJ-. 
who is on special duty there, and then passing the rest 
of my leave with my cousin, Tom Goddard, at Mofus- 
silpore. Batdifie is a Bengal Club aoquaintance, who 
gave me first a general, and then a most particular 
invitation to stay with him up country. There is 
something stupendous in the hospitality of India. It 
appears to be the ordinaiy thing, five minutes after a 
first introduction, for people to ask y6u to come and 
spend a month with them. And yet there is a general 
complaint that the old good-fellowship is going out 
'sst ; that there are so many Europeans about of ques* 
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tionable poriticm and moet unquestionable breeding, that 
H IB necewaiy to know something of a man besides the 
ookror of his skin befow admitting him into the bosom 

of a fiunay. ., ^ ., 

There is something very interestmg in a first railway 
jouniey in Bengal Never was I so impressed with the 
triumphs of progress, the march of mind In foot, all 
the usual common-places genuinely fiUed my souL 
Those two thin strips of iron, representing as they do 
tbe mightiest and the most fruitful conquest of science, 
stretch hundreds and hundreds of miles across the 
boundless Eastern plains— rich, indeed, in material pro- 
ducts, but tilled by a race for below the most barbarous 
of Europeans in all the qualities that give good hope 
for the ftiture of a nation— through the wild hUls of 
Eijmahal swarming with savage beasts, and men more 
savage than they ; past Mussulman shrines and Hindoo 
temples; along the bank of the great river that cannot 
be bridged, whose crocodiles fatten on the corpses which 
superikition still supplies to them by hundreds daily. 
Keep to the line, and you see everywhere the unmis- 
takable ngns of Engknd's handiwork. Tliere are the 
colossal viaducts* spanning wide tracts of pool and 
sandbank, which the first rains will convert into vast 
torrents. There are the k)ng rows of iron sheds, with 
huge engines ronning in and out of them with that 
indefiniteness of purpose which seems to characterise 
locomotives all over the world. There is the true 
British ststionmaster, grand but civil on ordinary occs- 
sions^ bat bursting into excitement and ferocity when 
go wrorig. or when his will is disputed; who 
nothing human or divine, except the daily press. 
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There is the refreshment-room, with its half^nown 
dinner that practically always costs five and ninepenca 
Stroll a hundred yards from the embankment* and all 
symptoms of civilisation have vanished. Tou find 
yourself in the midst of scenes that Arrian might have 
witnessed ; among manners unchanged by thousands of 
years — ^unchangeable, perhaps, by thousands more. Tlie 
gay buUock-litter bearing to her wedding the bride of 
four years old ; the train of pilgrims, their turbans and 
cummerbunds stained with pink, carrying back the 
water of the sacred stream to their distant homes ; the 
filthy, debauched beggar, whom all the neighbourhood 
pamper like a bacon-hog, and revere as a Stdnt Simeon 
—these are sights which have very little in common 
with Didcot or Crewe JunctioiL 

A station on an Indian line affords much that is 
amusing to a curious observer. Long before the hour 
at which the train is expected, a dense crowd of natives 
collects outside the glass-doors, dressed in their brightest 
colours, and in a wild state of excitement The Hin- 
doos have taken most kindly to railway-travelling. It 
is a species of locomotion which pre-eminently suits 
their lasy habits ; and it Hkewise appeals to their love 
of turning a penny. To them every journey is a petty 
speculation. If they can sell their goods at a distance 
for a price which will cover the double fare, and leave a 
few pice over, they infinitely prefer sitting still in a 
truck to earning a much huger sum by genuine Isbour. 
A less estimable class of men of business^ who are said 
to make great use of the railway, are the dacoits^ who 
travel often sixty or seventy miles to commit their vil- 
in order to escape the observatbn of the police 
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in their own district. Every native carries a parcel of 
some 8ort or kind ; and it often happens that a man 
brings a bundle to laige that it cannot be got in at the 

At length the barrier is opened, and the passengers 

wn admitted in small parties by a poHceman, who 

txeats them with ahnost as little courtesy as is shown 

to Cook's tourists by a Scotch railway official When 

his torn comes to buy a ticket, your true Hindoo 

geoenUy attempts to make a bargain with the clerk, 

Imt is Teiy summarily snubbed by that gentleman ; 

and, after an unsuccessful effort to conceal a copper 

coin, he is shoved by a second poUceman on to the 

plAtfbnn, where he and his companions discuss the 

whole pioceeding at great length and with extraordinary 

wnzmth. 

Katires almost invariably travel third-class. At ono 

ij,mi n train used to run consisting entirely of first and 

third-class carriages. Every first-class passenger was 

entitled to take two servants at third-ckss prices. It 

was no uncommon thing for well-to-do natives to en- 

tieat an English traveller to let them call themselves 

his servants for the sake of the difference in the fares. 

The most wealthy Hindoos would probably go first-class 

if it were not for a well-founded fear of the Sahibs ; and 

iJtua^bxt thflj share the second-class with our poorer 

ooontfymen. In M, in spite of the fraternity and 

•qualify whieh exist in theory between the subjects of 

our bdoved Queen, the incompatibility of manners is 

tneh that Eo^Ush ladies could not use the railway at 

aU if native gentlemen were in the constant habit of 

mveUiic in the same compartment If you ask how 



TITE SAHIB ON A JOURNET. 

our countrjTnen manage to appropriate to themse 
the first-class carnages without a special r^atioi 
that effect^ I ask you in return, How is it that there 
no tradesmen's sons at Eton or Harrow ? There ii 
law, written or unwritten, which excludes them f 
those schools, and yet the boys take good care thi 
one comes he shall not stay there veiy long. 

To return to the scene at our station. Suddenly 

the rear of the crowd, without the gates, there aris< 

great hubbub, amidst which, from time to time, ma} 

distinguished an imperious, sharp-cut voice, the* ow 

of which appears to show the most lordly indiffere 

to the remarks and answers made around him a ; 

moments more, after some quarrelling and shov 

about, the throng divides, and down the lane tl 

formed stalks the Sahib of the period, in all the gl. 

of an old flannel shirt and trousera, a dirty alpaca a 

no collar, no waistcoat, white canvas shoes, and a v 

pith helmet. Behind him comes his chief bearer, w 

a cash-box, a iading=EQi.two copies of the SaLrd 

Review of six months back, and three bottles of so( 

water. Then follows a long team of coolies, canyi 

on their heads a huge quantity of shabby and none 

script luggage, including at least one gun-case and 

vast shapeless parcel of bedding. On the portmante 

you may still read, in veiy faint white letten, •* Ci 

;'cutta. Cabin." The Sahib, with the freedto and ea 

insolence of a member of the Imperial race, wal 

straight into the sacred indosure of the clerk's offic 

and takes a ticket, at five times the price paid by h 

native brethren. Meanwhile, his bearer disposes tl 

luggage in a heap, rewards the coolies on a scale whic 



\ 




n ON THE FLdTFOBM. 

teems to ghre them pxofound discontent^ and receives a 
thixd-elass ticket firom his mastoids hand with every 
marie of the most heartfelt gratitude. If there happen 
to be another Sahib on the platform, the two fidl to 
talking on the extreme badness of the road in the dis- 
tiiet innds by the Supreme GUnremment^ as opposed to 
tliose constnicted bjr the local authorities. If he is 
alone, our Sahib contemplates the statement of offences 
eommitted against the railway rules and r^;ulations» 
and the penalties inflicted, and sees with satisfiftction 
that hii own countrymen enjoy the privily of being 
placed at the head of the list^ which generally runs 
somewhat thus : — 

* John SpinkSy formerly private in the — ih Foot» 
" was charged before the magistrate of Howrah, with 
** beiQg drunk and disorderly on the Oompan/s pre- 
" mises^ in which state he desired the station-master to 

* nm a spedsl train for him, and on this being refused, 
"he assaulted that official, and grievously wounded 
" tluee native policemen. On conviction, he was sen- 
** toDced to three months' imprisonment" 

"David Wilkins, who described himself as a pro- 
** Cessiottal man, was charged with being drunk and 

* disorderly, and with refusing to leave a railway car- 
" riage when requested to do sa He was reprimanded 
*" and disehaiged" 

Then comes a long series of native misdemeanour^ 
chiefly consisting in riding with intent to defraud 

At length the train arrives. As the traffic is veiy 
laige^ and there is only a single line (though the bridges 
and viaducts have been built for a double line), the 
liains ai6 necessarily composed of a great number of 
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trucks. Firs^ perhaps, come eight or ten second-class 
carnages, full of pale panting English soldiers, in their 
shurt^cevea Then one first^dass, of which the «»«rf 

up<x>unh7 They have become acquainted during the 
balls and tiffins of the cold season at Calcut^Tand 
were married at the end of it Perhaps they may never 
see It again untU the bridegroom, who se«ns a likely 
young fellow, is brought down horn the MofussO to hb 
put into the Secretariat They have got a happy time 
beforethem. India is a delightful countiy for Se first 
few years of married life. Lovers are left veiy much 
to themselves and are able to eiyoy to the fWl that 
charmingly selfish concentration of affection which 
IS sometimes a UtUe out of place in general socS/ 

the next hot season, and ought to have gone home 
before thelast^when aunts, and grandmoZ^^S 
«.hoohnisto»s« at Brighton, and agents inionSS 
S.^ corresponded with-then troubles begin to 
comethick. The next compartment is fmed by almilT 
PM^--a languid, bilious mother; a sickly, kindly 
indefatigable nurse; and three Uttle ones spiwling <m 
the cushions m different stages of undiess. In the 
netting overhead are plentiful stores of bottles of milk, 
breed and butter, and toys. Poor things I Whatan 
•ge a journey from Calcutta to fienaiea must seem ^ 
four years oldl In the third compartment are tJo 
Sahibs smoking, who have filled eteiy comer of the 

c«iage with their bags and trunks, the charge for 
gfflsge m the van being preposterously h«h oufhere. 
i^ Sahib, who IS too good-natuwd to disturb the 
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18 TBIRD-CUSS PASSSNGEES. 

lorera^ and who has no great fancy for children as fellow- 
tnyellera^ through the dost and glare of a journey in 
India, determines to take up his quarters with the last- 
mentioned party. The two gentlemen object very 
stzongly to being crowded, although there is full room 
for eight. passengers; but our Sahib is a determined 
man, and he soon establishes himself, with all his be- 
longings, as comfortably as circumstances will admit, 
and before very long the trio have fratemized over 
Iffanilla cheroots and the Indigo question. Behind the 
first-class carriage come an interminable row of third- 
class; packed to overflowing with natives in high ex- 
hilaration, stripped to the waist^ chattering, smoking 
hnbble-buhbles, chewing betel-nut, and endeavouring to 
eniry favour with the guard — for your true native never 
loses an opportunity of conciliating a man in authority. 
Though there does not appear to be an inch of room 
available, the crowd of new comers are pushed and 
heaved in by the station-master and his subordinates, 
and left to settle down by the force of gravity. In 
an incredibly short space of time the platform is 
cleared; the guard bawls out something that might 
ODoe have borne a dim resemblance to " all right be- 
" hindy" the whistle sounds, and the train moves on at 
the rate of twenty-five miles an hour, including stop- 

If one of the pleasures of travel be to find a precon- 
ceived notion entirely contradicted by the reality, that 
pleasore I etgoyed to the full at Patna. A city of 
Beady three hundred thousand inhabitants, the capital 
of an immense province, one of the earliest seats o( 
Balavian oommeroe^ connected with the history of our 
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race by the most melancholy and glorious associations ; 
—I expected to pass through a succession of lofty streets, 
of temples rich with fretwork, of bazaars blazing with 
the gorgeous fabrics of the Eastern loom ; in fact through 
such a scene as you described in your unsuccessful 
prize poem upon "Delhi" Somewhere in the centre 
of this mass of wealth and magnificence I depicted to 
myself a square or crescent of architecture less florid 
than elsewhere, but more nearly approaching to Euro- 
pean ideas of comfort This was to be the quarter 
appropriated to the English residents. Here were to 
be their shops and factories, their courts, their offices, 
and the churches of their various persuasions. Such 
was the picture which I had composed in about equal 
proportions from the " Arabian Nights" and Macauk/t 
Essay on Lord Olive. Now for the original 

We were due at Patna at 2 pjc, and, punctual to 
the time, the engine slackened its pace. There were 
no signs of a town to be seen ; nothing but a large ool- 
loction of mud huts standing in small untidy gardens, 
and shaded by a great number of trees. We arrived 
at the station, and I alighted, and ooUected my things 
—a course of conduct which appeared to excite some 
surprise among the English passengers, none of whom 
left the carriages. The natives got out in herds, and 
the platform was instantly covered with a noisy multi- 
tude, who surged round my baggage, which I had placed 
in flcont of me as a species of breakwater. After some 
minutes the train moved oflf, and the station-master 
came up and demanded my ticket I asked him 
whether I could get a conveyance to take me to Migor 
lUtdifle'a ^No. There were no conveyances at the 
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"Btttioa" Would he send some one to the nearpst 
hotel to order me a flyt "Quite impossible. The 
"Dfiareat hot«l was at Dinapore. twelve milea ofT." At 
leogth, the awful truth bc^an to dawn upon my b^ 
wildered intellect. Patoa was the native town ; Banki- 
pore, the civil station, was six miles farther on ; and 
Dioapore, the military station, six miles again beyond 
that The railway people were very civil, and procured 
a coQple of bultock-carla for my Inggage. Ab it wag so 
early in the day. there was nothing for it but to wait at 
least three hours before the sun was low enough to 
allow me to venture on a six-niile walk ; and an Indian 
waiting-room is a perfect blaok-hole of dulnesa. In a 
lotd-side station at home, there are a few objects out of 
which an intensely active mind may extract some par- 
ticles of amusement. First, there is the Bible pru\-ided 
hy the Society for Promoting Christian Kwnoted^ for 
the edification of people who may have missed the train 
■ — a circnmstaiice not generally conducive to a devotional 
■tate of feeling. On the Sy-leaf you find something of 
thiaaort: — 

' You who upon this holy book 
With Reverenshal eyes do look. 
Seek for and gladly pluck the &uit 
Contained within this holy truth. 



(Signed) 



John Hopkins, 

Aged 28. 
LitUe Marlow, 
Near Boston, 
LincolnHhire." 
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Then, in another hand : 

?* The Bible does hot need the reeonimendation of John 
" Hopkins, aged 2a* 

The writer of this last sentence appears to be the local 
Voltaire, for he is attacked in a series of appeals to his 
conscience, all more or less illegible, for the most part 
commencing, "0 Scoffer — !* Then, in the absence of 
a re&eshment-room, you may feast your mental palate 
on the list of perishable articles in the tariff of goods — 
"Eggs, Fruit, Fish, Oame;" or you may shudder over 
the diabolical character of the man who can transmit 
"Phosphorus, Gunpowder, Lucifer-matches, or other 
" Crombustible Articles,** without declaring the nature of 
the package. Finally, you can walk into the village, 
and examine the small lUielf of books which are kept 
for sale at the general shop ; where the nustiess of the 
establishment, ii\ answer to your request for sometliing 
new, offers you ** Uncle Tom's Cabin," with the assurance 
that a gentleman told her that it was ** quite the go in 
"London now-adays." I had nothing to beguile the 
time except the conversation of a stoker in a state of 
what I oDce saw described in a novel by a female 
hand as " doubtful ebriety : * — a mistake in etymological 
analogy, for which I had been prepared a few pages 
before, by finding a misogynist called a " womanUiropa" 
I abandoned myself accordingly to my own rciiection^, 
which, as there was nothing to reflect ^con became 
sufficiently dull ; the only point which activdy occu- 
pied my mind being the extreme helplessness of a stray 
European in India. His way of life is so essentially 
different from that of the population, that the country 






BSIPLSSSNJSSS OF A STRAY EUROPEAN, 

the EttTopean stations might as well be desert 
for all the aocommodation it can afford him. He 
cannot eat the ordinaiy native food, or sleep under a 
native ioo£ The serais, or inns, are mere filthy sheds ; 
^and he might walk through miles of bazaar without 
seeing an article whidi would add to his comfort 
Fortunately, no Englishman of decent habits and trust- 
worthy character need long be an outcast in Bengal. 

As soon as the evening shades began to prevail I 
proceeded to take up my wondrous tail, which consisted 
of two curious bullock-cars — so contrived that by great 
skill it was possible to place in them about one-fifth 
of the weight which the animals could draw — and three 
coolies, each conveying with apparent ease half again 
as much as both tiie vehicles together. Our way lay at 
first through groves of palms, and patches of poppy and 
various sorts of lentil, interspersed with wretched mud 
huts, at the doors of which numbers of children were 
intently engaged in the only recreation indulged in by 
the Hindoo infant, that of making dirt-pies. I was 
much impressed by the portentous development of 
stomach among the younger ones, and by their dress, 
which consisted simply of a strip of red tape, which I 
presumed to be a delicate compliment to the Imperial 
Government However, their wrists and ankles were 
covered with silver ornaments; in consequence of 
which custom the decoying and murdering of children 
is one of the most common crimes out here. Along 
the gutters wandered the hideous foul Indian pig. It 
is only necessary to watch the habits of the animal for 
five minutes to undentand why the eaters of swine- 
flesh are held undean throughout the East In this 
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respect Englishmen haye adopted what is generally 
looked upon as an Oriental prejudice; and no pork 
appears on a Calcutta table except such as has been 
sty-fed by hands in which the host reposes the most 
perfect confidence. Add a few bullocks sprawling in a 
roadside pool; a few thin-legged peasants half-dressed 
in a single garment of coarse cotton, sitting on their 
haunches in an attitude which can be imitated by no 
European who is not a practised athlete sharing the 
alternate pipe, or cleaning their teeth with a bit of stick, 
the end of which they have previously chewed into a 
brush ; a few slim mysterious poles of about twelve 
fset high, ornamented with bits of odoured rag ; a few 
pariah dogs ; and not a few smells ; and you will have 
a very fair notion of a village in Bahar. Butwhexeare 
the graceful maidens with pitchers balanced on their 
stately heads! Where are the lovely daughters of Hin- 
dustan, from whom Southey drew his conception of the 
charming heroine of the Ciurse of Kehama? Echo^alasI 
answers: "In the zenanas of wealthy baboos." At 
any rate, they are not to be seen on the roada In ftct 
the village women are so stunted and unattractive that, 
so far from appreciating the taste of those Sahibs in 
whose eyes they have occasionally obtained favour, one 
finds it diflScult to imagine how they ever find husbands 
among their own people. 

After a time we got into the main line of baauo; 
which extends froAi the farther extremity of the city of 
tbtna to the English station of Banldpore. Do not let 
the name "bazaar" coigure up reminiscences of the 
Pantheon, or the fond infantile associations which 
cluster round the comer of Soho Square, or those sub- 
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UmneouB cliambers wliich form llie basement of-tlio 
chBste and classical gallery of Tuasaud— that unfre- 
quented fancy-tnart where, ot the unwonted apparition 
«tf a. visitor, the atollkeeiicrB duck under the counters 
■a labbits disappear at the approach of a man in tight 
corduroy trousers and an old velveteen coat An Indian 
hoioai is a narrow street of one-storied hovels, each 
with a small verandah, of which thn floor is rnisetl 
about two feet above tho level of the load. The frfrnft 
■le generally of wood, tarvpd in tawdr)- patterns, dirty 
beyond anything that cold western imaginntions cnn 
conceive. Into tho filth and darkness of the iiiTior 
TOom behind the shop no Enropean, save n police- 
officer, or a sanitary comraissioner, would dnro to pent- 
trote. riie proprietor sits in the verandah surrouudctl 
bv liis stock-in-trade, which consists of a dozen bags of 
various sorts of grain ; or as many liaskets of sweetmeats, 
made of sugar and rancid butter; or three or four 
pounds' worth of silver anklets and ehanas ; or a few 
pDea of coloured handkerchiefs of tho coarsest English 
manofaoture. There is very little difference between 
the appearance of the town and country populations, 
and an utter absence of the picturesque costumes which, 
in the markets of Cairo and Alexandria, almost realiM 
our ideas of the Bagdad of Haroun Alrasshid. 

Tlieto were already some ten minutes of daylight left 
■when I arrived on a scene which amply repaid me for 
tho dust and discomfort of tho preceding hour and a 
h«l£ On the left of the road lay an expanse of turf ot 
BOme thirty acres, encircled by a race-course, an insli- 
tutiou without which our countrymen seem unable to 
mpport existence in India. Surroiinding the plain stood 
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the residences of the officials, each in ita own enclosure 
of from three to ten acres of lawn and garden. There 
is a strong famUy Lkeness between all houses in the 
MofuBsiL A onwitoried building, covered with plaster 
of daziling whiteness, reheved by bright green blind^ 
surrounded on all aides by a broad verandah. Two 
lofty spacious sitting-rooms, with so wide an opening 
between that they ahnost form one hall, extend through 
the centre of the house from front to back, while eitlier 
011(1 is occupied by bedrooms, each with a bath-room 
uttacbecj. The servanta sleep in sheds scattered about 
the compound ; and tho cooking is carried on in an 
Dutiiouse, which gentlemen who are particular about 
their eating sometimes connect with the dining-room ty 
ii covered passage. The Sahib, generally speaking, hai 
a sanctum of his own. where a confusion reigns which 
surpasses anything which could be found in a Lincoln's 
Inn garret, or the.chamber in an English countiy-houae 
appropriated to the son and heir. The walls are orna- 
mented with mouldering antlerB and dusty skulls of 
boar and tiger, the trophies of unmarried days ; a map 
of the district, a ground-plan of the station, a picture of 
Itugby Close in 1843, and a print of Lord Canning, cut 
out from the liliuirated London Newt, marked with the 
gcnei-io snlkiness which characterises tho portrait* in 
that remarkable periodical The furniture consisto of a 
table overflowing with papers and pamphlets, which 
constantly encroach on the small comer reserved for an 
ink-Btsnd and blotting-pad, in spite of a species of tem- 
porary dam formed by a despatch-box and two bags of 
wadding; ■ drcssing-Uble and appliances which wonW 
be scorned by a Belgravion footman ; a camp-hed, m 
d2 
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li^t u to alio* of its being plscfd at will within range 
of the punlcoh ; balf-a-dozen oane chairs, and a vast 
leather couch, where the Sahib spends the half hoar 
after hia early moroing walk, alternately dipping int« 
the SngliAman, and Bhariug hia tea and buttered toast 
with a favonritfl terrier. In one corner stand two splen- 
did amooth-bores, stamped with the name of Weatley 
Bichards, and a doable-barrelled rifle by the same 
hands ; a long native gun, atudded with glass beads, the 
mnzale shaped into a dragon's mouth ; a blunderbius, a 
conple of bog spears, a heavy hunting-crop, and two^ 
driving-whips; and the ancient family Joe Manton 
Bolemnly presented to the young writer by his anxious 
parent the day before he left the East India Docks in 
the IiOid llinto, 1,200 tons, some fifteen years since; 
Tlte other three comers are heaped with a chaos of salt* 
reports, minutes, blue-books, codes and translations of 
codes, and letters of every size and age, filed and unfiled, 
tied np with string, whipcord, boot-loces, or the frail, 
foul, execrable red-tape of India, which has done more to 
break the hearts and health of £nglish<bi«d Oovemors- 
Oeneral and Finauciera than the mists of the Uooghley 
or the stenches of the Block Towa 

By a careful inspection of the fnmituie and knick- 
nacks in the drawing-room, a close observer may bo 
able to name with confidence the three years which his 
boat passed at home on furlough. In one house there 
ia • prevailing sense of Great Kxhibition. Everywhere 
jov see views of the interior and exterior of the build- 
ing crowded with Turks and Albanians, Highlanders 
and Esquimaux, with here and there an individual in 
(be bat and ooat of modem civilisation directing the 



attention of a female on his arm by pointing his stick 
at Boms interesting ol^joct in mid-air. On the table lie 
some Great Exhihitioa tokens. Till I came out here 
I never could couceiTB who bought those most ftatale 
and maaninglesa articles of commerce. Li the book- 
shelves stands a long row of volnmea of the Illmtrated 
Catologne, blazing with blue and gold. In other bmi- 
lies, pictures of Solfeiino and the entry into Ifilait, 
maps of Sicily, aod portraits of Cavour and Garibaldi, 
testify that the foriough of your host coincided with the 
rtruggle for Italian Unity. Hiere is something touching 
in these memorials ; for they remind one thai; howersr 
devoted our conntiTman nuy be to the interests of the 
racewhlohis entrusted to his chatge^ the objects deaivt 
to his i.imost heart lie far away, beyond the ghuden 
of the Hindoo Kooeh, and the seething waves of the 
Red Sea 

On my right hand a imaller open ipaceh likewise 
covered with grass, ran some way back fiom the nod. 
On one aide stood a church, as pretty as anything can 
be which is coated with yellow plaster, sunounded hf a 
portico Ibimed by means of graceful flying bnttressea ; 
on the other a row of low barracks, swarming with 
native policemen ia bright blue tunica and scarlet 
turbans. At the end farthest from the nod was the 
collector's office, or oatoheny, enoiroled Ity a rude forti- 
ficfttion thrown up in the orisia of 1857. I wu mooh 
inUresled ia this, the first evidenoQ I had met with of 
the great mutmy. A men ditch and mound oreigiowii 
with prickly pear, a man oould walk over it witbottt 
changing step. And yet it was behind such ^if a^ir 
defences as thi% that ia many an isolated statioo a 



/ 



' THE ^SIBOS OF DSLHI/* 

dosen or two of the Imperial race stood at bay for 
months before a hundred times their number of infa- 
r rioted enemies, disciplined by English skill, and armed 
C fiom English arsenals. In those dreadful days this was 
the refuge for the Europeans from eveiy one of the six 
or seven districto in thePatna division: from every one 
except Arrah, where eight or ten civilians and railway 
officials, with a handful of stout Puigabees, were de- 
fending a billiard-room against the levde-^-masse of a 
province, supported by three strong r^ments of regular 

It is five yean since my attention was directed to this 
country by the "Siege of Delhi" at Astle/s. I had 
been persuaded by Jack Whiffin, of whom the "fast 
«ef at Badley consisted, to run up to town for a lark— 
which eventually resulted in his premature departure 
from that seminary of moderately sound learning and 
uncommonly religious education. Our lark comprised 
Astley's, a visit to Cremome (which, to our intense 
though unexpressed relief, we found closed, as I adi 
told is the case in the winter months), an ineffectual 
search after the Cider-Celbrs, and a supper at a Covent 
Garden hotel, of a dozen oysters, a roast goose, an 
apricot-tart and custard, and a bottle of what Jack pro- 
nounoed to be " a fine cbry fruity sherry.* Thatevening, 

from seven o'clock tiU half-past nine, we gazed with 
laptore on what we reUgiously beUeved to be an accurate 

and life-Uke picture of Indian habits. The pUy opened 

with a soene representing a number of sepoys off duty. 

A Brahman— who reminded one alternately of a Druid 

and a Jew pedlar— was handing about Lotus-flowers as 

m signal for revolt This slight verbal error of Lotus- 
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flowers for brass Lotehs was pardonable — shared as it 
was by the most imaginative and oriental of England's 
statesmen. To them entered an officer, and b^an to 
form the men into lino ; whereupon two sepoys fired at 
the chandelier, and one into the prompter's box, which 
proceeding was unaccountebly followed by the fall of 
the officer. The coup d*cBil of the next scene was very 
fine. It displayed " the mountain-pass of Barrackpore," 
up which were painfully winding supplies for the be- 
leaguered garrison of Cawnpore, consisting, according 
to the bill, of " cavalry, infantry, artillery, bufikloes, a 
" LIVE ZEBRA." What port this singular animal was 
destined to play in the great events , which followed, 
I do not know. Perhaps it was intended as a remount 
for General Windham. Now, Barrackpore is on the 
Hoogliley, within six leagues of Calcutta, and the coun- 
try, for two hundred miles round, is as flat as tlie beer 
in the refreshment-rooms in the Great Exhibition. The 
principal part in the capture of Delhi, and in the opera- 
tions which preceded it^ was played by a comic Irish 
sergeant^ who appeared to havo emancipated himself 
entirely from all discipline, and — ^perhaps from an un- 
merited distrust of the powers of the regulation rifle- 
went to action armed witU a shillelah. Among other 
feats he danced the jig of his country with an extremely 
attractive lady's-maid (whom he subsequently led to the 
altar), without hat or bonnet, under the mid-day Indian 
sun — an act of daring which alone should have su£Sced 
to procure him the Victoria Cross. Cawnpore was re- 
lieved, at the very moment that the women and children 
were about to be butehered, by Sir Heuiy Havelock's 
showing himself on horseback on the top of a precipice 
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overlooking the cautonment ; at which stupendous ap- 
parition all the sepoys dropped down dead, with the 
exception of four, who were reserved for immediate 
execution. Just then in rushed a youth of some eighteen 
years of age, attired in a frock-coat, a black silk hat; 
evening trousers, and an enormous blue scar( described 
in the programme as " Mr. John Peters, a Commis- 
" sioner," who cried out, " Spare these good men ! They 
" are innocentl Are you not, my poor fellows?" 

''Tes, Sahib. We were forced into the mutiny by 
••others," 

•• Tou have not been concerned in any atrocities, have 
••you!" 

-Oh no. Sahib!" 

Hereat John Peters is highly delighted, and enters on 
» general disquisition about the quality of mercy, which 
be represents^ with great truth and originality, as not 
being strained ; when, by some mysterious process, the 
guilt of the culprits is established, and they axe sen- 
tenced to be blown from guns ; which is done by tying 
them to the muzsles of the cannon, and letting down 
the eurtain, from behind which four reports are heard 
nftar a abort interval 

Ever yours, 

H. BaOUGHTON. 
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LETTER m 

A OOVEKNMBW SCHOOL AMD AK OHUM FACTOET. 

HormiiuoBB, F*. \% I8«S. 
Dkab Smnm^-I UbeUed Patna somewhat in my last 
letter. Rstdiffe drove me in on two different occasions, 
and we spent one long day in poking about the town, 
and another in the opium footoiy, which is second only 
m miportance to that of Benares. Ihere is a mile or 
two of very singnkr street architecture. Ihe Mahom- 
medans live here in great numbers, and everything be- 
longing to them is picturesque all the world over. We 
vifflted a Mahommedan foundation, something between a 
coUege and a monastery, which boasted a good deal of 
shabby magnificence. It is very richly endowed, and 
the loaves and fishes are kept stricdy among the 
founder's kin. The head of the family fbr the time 
bemg IS t>»/aete President, and he had apparently dia- 
tabuted the ooyege offices with great impartiality amomr 
h« brothers . The Fellows were certainly »«w luUi, m3 
may have been nudioeriUr doeH for aU I knew. Them' 
was no doubt that they feU short of the AU Sod^ 
"andard in the other particular. 

We were led through a long series of qwulianglaa 
«ult of wUte stone, with the shrine of some devotee of 
anoent days standing in the centre of each, on the brink 
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THE MASTER WEO SITS UP ALOFT. 



REUOIOUS INDirrSRENCB OF NATITES 



of a pretty little ornamental tank. Some of the courts 
were used as hospitia for pilgrims, others as schools for 
the younger members of the institution, others again as 
combination-rooms and studies for the Fellows. As 
all Mahommedaiis are strict teetotallers, it is hard to 
imagine how they spend their time in the combination- 
room. They probably talk about the dangers of setting 
aside the founder's will, and the presumption of the 
young men in wishing to have the mosque fines lu- 
dnoed. At present they were in a violent state of ex- 
citement^ because the local authorities were thinking 
about appointing a species of University Commission, to 
inquire into the management of their revenues. Behind 
the courts lay a spacious garden. Jlhe whole establish- 
ment would have presented a very pleasing appearance, 
had not everything been in a disgraceful state of dirt 
and decay. At length we came to a large pile of 
buildings^ on the roof of which we mounted, and found 
ourselves at the door of a chapel, in which sat the 
Master of the College. From the time that he succeeds 
to that office he may never descend to the level of the 
earth, so that» if a set of reforming young Fellows got a 
footing in the society, they might introduce all sorts of 
innovations with impunity, as long as they kept to the 
ground-floor. Fancy i( as a condition of holding his 
present position, the Master of Trini^ was never 
allowed to come down from the roof of NevUle's-oourt, 
even if he saw us playing cricket on the bowling-green I 
The old fellow was very civil — so much so, that I felt 
half inclined to give him some advice about throwing 
open his scholarships, but was deterred by my imperfect 
acquaintance with the language. 
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inese premises Are the headsiuarters of religious 
enthusiasm at the great festival of the Mohurrum. 
Last year the ferment was such that a strong force of 
police was stationed close at hand, and the offioen of 
the party kept watch through a whole day and nkht 
in a tower opposite the great gata I was told ttat 
the mass of the crowd who went about bawling 
''Hussam and Hussan," were Hindoos; but it is idle 
to draw any conclusion from a fact of this nature. 
Enghshmen out here are very fond of saying that there 
IS no strong religious feeling among the natives; that 
the fetters of caste are maintained by our own mistaken 
tendOTiess for the prejudices of the country, and by 
the Idleness of our domestics, who object to perfori 
duties that Wong to another dass, not becauWthey 
are bigoted, but because they are laiy. Nothing L 
easier than to pick up a hundred stories ofl^u 
!who have been detected feasting on ham and cham- 

nagne, though in the Menu code^ the crime of drinkiiur 
rong hquors comes next in turpitude to throirin! 
the panngs of your toe-naiU at a Brahmin; of villaiiOT 
who have used the same cup as a European traveller; 
of learned men who have laughed at the received 
Hindoo theones of astrology and geography. Yet all 
this does not prevent either the votaries of the Rophet 
or the worshippers .of Vishnu from rushing to any ex- 
^6 of ferocity, or self^rifice, if they believe their 
'«iigion to l^ in danger. More than onoe some iniuU 

but by them are held dearer than life itself; has aroused 
t passive but stubborn resistance, foUowed by a sava^ 

outbreak of fauaUcal wrath and devotion, i the days 
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when a great deal of the tailor entered into the compo- 
sition of a genuine militaiy officer, the authorities in- 
troduced into a regiment stationed at VeUore, a turban, 
which, in this diseased imagination of the soldiery, le- 
sembled a hat The idea got about that they were to 
be forcibly turned into topee-wallahs, hat-fellows, t 
sjrnonym for the hated name of Frank or Ghristiaa 
The most respectable among the men remonstrated; 
and the commanding officer, who, naturally enough, 
considered that plumes and facings were of infinitely 
greater moment than the faith of the human beings 
committed to his care, answered their petition by flog- 
ging and degrading them as seditious rascals. When 
the outraged sepoys had risen as one man, whev 
hundreds of Europeans had been butchered in a single 
erening, it began to occur to our colonels and brigadiers 
that a persecution of the warriors, by whose aid we 
kept down the Mahrattas and Pindarees, for the sake of 
some regulation frippery, was as mad a scheme as forcing 
the leopard to change his spots, or a man-eating Bengal 
tiger his stripes. 

Tune rolled on and the lesson was foigotten.. Some 
few, who smelt the hurricane in the air, raised their 
Toices in warning, only to be taunted with credulity 
and timidly. The earnest expostulations of one to 
whom the latter taunt could hardly be applied, the 
▼ictor of Meeanee, were passed by with respectful 
Delect Again recurred the same indications of t 
coining storm ; again the native soldiers entreated their 
supeiion not to put a force upon their conscience; 
again their request was treated as a crima Then, witli 
the suddenness and f uiy of an Eastern tempest, burst 
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forth the madnessof supersCition in all iU ftdl honor 
In a moment in the twinkling of an eye^ many a 
pleasant English homestead was laid waste. Many a 
femily lamented their neanst and dearest, slain by 
forms of death as fnghtfid as anything that fiction or 
the Spanish Inquisition eirer invented. More dreadful 
still, there were families in which none was left to 
lament another. Through tens of thousands of square 
mfles, our authority, which but just now seemed at last 

wcure against any shock, was overthrown and scattered 
to the winds. Our treasuries and magasines were 
Mcked, our barracks and court-houses burnt to the 
ground. Our officers fled for their lives through the 
districts which they had ruled with absolute authority • 
while tenderly-nurtured hulies^ with their Uttle ones on 
their knees, travelled night after night along l^-roads 
and through jun^le^ and crouched all day in native, 
novels* 

Thra (ame the gwat vengeMce^ at which thevorid 
«uU ahudder* The bla» of Orient*! fluutioiMii, which 
«t one time threatened to baffle aU our efforts to sobdiw 
Its lavages, at length yielded to the oooiageons penereiv 
«nc^ and the nnconqueiable eneigj <rf our raoa Tot. 
though the iire has been got under, the emben glow 
with as fierce a heat as ever, and the crust of ashes is 
oot so thick but that the iiames biealc out with ominous 
aequency. Only the other day, in • village within the 

Jmtden of a State under British protection, a «ioit aot 
•bout that two unfortunate men, father and son. lud 

bjined some cow-beef in their garden. Hiemobofthe 
PIM^ set on by the most wealthy and influential people 
of the neighbourhood, assembled at the suspecteTcot- 




tage, tied the poor wretches by their feet to the liougb ( 

of ■ tre«^ and ewiiug them to aad &o, beating them a& 

the time with the heavy murderous staves carried by 

all Indian paflante. They were then cnt down, and 

branded from head to heel with hot iron, mounted od 

_\ donkeys with their faces to the tails, led round t)ie 

' villa^ under a shower of stones, and finally pitched 

-A down dead in front of their own door. What mon 

■ ''Conld the celebrated majority in the Oxford GonToctilioii 

do to their Greek Professor, if they hod the power at 

well aa the will 1 

The nature of religious enthusiasm is the some every- 
where. It is not always the most zealous obiunpioD;) 
of f. Church who observe mq^t exactly all that thtii 
Church ordains. Philip the Second was living iu open 
defiance of the teaching of his own religion, all tbc 
while that his emissaries, in the name of that religi 
were burning, and butchering, and racking, and ravish- 
ing his misguided enbjects tver the seventeen proviac&< 
of the Netherlaadfl. The conduct of out own J&mfs 
the Second proves how easy and comfortable it is It 
eject and suspend men from livings and fellowships fat 
non-conformity to a faith, at a time when one is dis- 
obeying some of its precepto. But there is no need Iv 
ransack histoiy for analogies. When we predicate tlir 
indifference of the natives to their religion from their 
neglect of its observances, they might well retort and 
■ay : ." The English are not so strict as tiiey might br 
" Last Sunday our Sahib would not do Poojah in tlie 
" moming because it was eo liot ; and, when tlie hour 
" of aflemoon prayer arrived, he was at tiffin with the 
"judge Sahib, and conld not dishonour the table of hh 
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■•hortbygoijigawar. Nor does the Sahib eat the food 
w^Ll2*^r^'»* On Good Friday tC 

:;r^;f:firSyrnf.^mi'r 

an.lrepbei'H>w,deinmy.yes. Mow he is. HawT- 
IS sometimes scandalised at th* i™^— "««""«, who 
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of public CTyrfuyft, and fuU a fonrth of Zemindars, wto 
answer in social position to the French ■' Rentier. 
Every here and there sat, glittering in gold and jeweUery, 
the child of a rajah who counts hia income hy lacs. 
The little fellows are BomeUraes very pretty and intelli- 
gent, and are always dressed with great taste in very 
briUiant colours, for the natives are much addicted lo 
petting their young children. It is now ^ntc ob s^ft- 
tion-that, up to a certain time of life, the Hmaoo boys 
show greater cleverness and capacity than Enropeaua of 
the aame age. James Mdl observes that "they display 
" marvellous precocity in appreciating a metAphyaical 
- pioposiUon which would hopelessly puzrie an English 
" lad." This is high praise as coming from the father 
ftud preceptor of John Stuart ; for it is hard to conceive 
a meUphysical proposition which could have hopoleasly 
puzzled John Stuart at the most tender age. Their turn 
for mathematics is truly wonderful. A diatmguiahed 
Carabridge wrangler assured me that the youths^ of 
eighteen and twenty, whom he was engaged in teaching. 
rushed through the c^uree of subjecta at such a headlong 
epeed that, if they went on at the same rate, they would 
be in " Lunar Theory " by the end of aix months. But 
it is allowed with equal iiuftuimity that, at the period 
when the mind of young Englishmen is in fuU course 
of development, the Hindoo appears to have already 
arrived at matiuity, or rather etfeteness, and begins lo 
degenerate rapidly and surely. There is nothing which 
■ givM such deep discouragement to those who ha« 
the instruction and improvement of the race most ■* 
heart 

It is often Baid that a liberal education ia valued oalj 
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as a stepping-stone to Government employ ; that, as in 
everything else, the natives look upon it merely as a 
question of rupees. But this is very unfairly put As 
well might you throw it in the teeth of the parents of 
all tho boys at Harrow and Marlborough that they aent 
their sons to a public school in order to enable them to 
get their living in the liberal professions. A very re- 
spectable proportion of the Government scholars come 
from the homes of independent and opulent men^ and 
would never dream of looking to official life for their 
HI uinte nance. And, after all, why is it worse for a 
native gentleman to send his child to school, to qualify 
him for the office of a treasurer or deputy judge, than 
for an English gentleman to engage a crammer to turn 
his son into a walking encycloptedia against the next 
Indian competitive examination? But the habit of 
sneering at our dark fellow-subjects is so confirmed In 
some people, that thoy lose sight of sense and logic — if 
logic bo anything else than sense — whenever the subject 
is intmhiced. 

The headmaster asked Batcliffe to examine the first 
class, which consisted of twelve oi fifteen boys of 
about the same age and height as the sixth form at a 
public school In eveiything else, however, they were 
Bufhcieutly unlike the heroes of Eton and Bugby. The 
effeminate habits of the higher classes in Bengal had 
already told fatally on their physiqua Slouching, 
flabby, spiritless, the whole lot together oonld not stand 
up to Tom Brown for a single round, and would as soon 
think of flying as of running a hundred yards. The 
members of the moneyed class in the Gangatio proviacea 
■re the most helpless, feeble set of beings in the nnirerae. 
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If ODO of them can ride a shambling pony, daubed all 
over with splotches of white paint, to and from his office, 
without tumbling off, ho considers himself to have done 
quite enough to establish his reputatiou as a horseman. 
Tlieir only amusements in boyhood consist in eating im- 
mense quantities of the most sickly trash, and in flying 
kites — which latter pastime, in another and more popular 
sense, is the principal occupation of their riper yeara 
What wonder i^ long before they come of age, they 
have lost aU trace of the pleasing features, and graceful 
shape which may often be observed among the younger 
children ? The youths before us appeared to be too old 
for pets, since they were not attired with any remark- 
able elegance. "Toung Bengal'' has adopted a most 
unsightly mongrel costume, compounded of a native 
tunic and ludicrously tight European trousers. Bearing; 
in mind tlie class at home who especially affect tight 
trousers, I imagined at first that " Young Bengal " was 
horsey; an idea which the sight of him, outside t 
horse, effectually dispelled. There are often gaps in the 
first class caused by the absence of tlie scholars on their 
frequent honeymoons. In fact, where an English boy 
finds it expedient to " run up to town to see the den- 
''tist,* a young Hindoo asks for leave to go and get 
married. 

The class was engaged on " The Deserted Villaga' 
Each scholar read a few lines, and then gave a parar 
phrase of them in the most grandiloquent and claminii 
English. I sat aghast at the flowery combination of 
epithets which came so naturally to their lips; not 
knowing at the time that the natives who have been 
brought up at the Government schools, having learnt 
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our language from Addison and Goldsmith, use, on all 
occasions, the litemry English of the last centuiy. 
They talk as Dr. Johnson is supposed to hare talked by 
people who have never read Boswell, as seems to have 
been the case with the authors of "Bcjeoted Ad- 
"dresses." The passage before us was that beginning— 

*<I]1 ktm tlM Ind to hMtming Ob * prsy— " 

an excellent sample of that mild conventional senti- 
mental Conservatism, which to so many minds is the 
constituent idea of poetiy ; and which appeals to man 
in his maudlin moments throughout all ages and in 
eveiy dime. There was something exquisitely absurd 
in hearing a parcel of young Bengalees regretting the 
time when eveiy rood of ground in England maintained 
its man, and indignantly apostrophising trade's unfeeling 
train for usurping the land and dispossessing the swain. 
And yet^ was it more truly incongruous than the notion ' 
of English boys in the latter half of the nineteenth 
century upbraiding the descendants of fiomulus with 
their degeneracy and luxury ; calling on them to fling 
into the nearest sea their gems and gold, the materials 
of evil; and complaining that few acres are now left 
for the plough ; though, if that implement resembled 
the one described by Viigil in the first Georgio^ it iM, 
perhaps, as well that the field of its operations was 
limited ? Batcliffe created a general agitation by asking 
whether commerce was really 'a curse to a oountiy. 
These young Baboos, destined, many of them, to pass 
their lives in the sharpest and most questionable mer- 
cantile practice, seemed to consider any doubt on the 
siibjcct as perfect heresy ; until one of them, who ex- 
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pressed Mmself in a manner more nervouB and lea 

ornate than his feUowB, solved the diE&culty by stating 

that "the poets often told lies." One youth, at the 

bottom of the class, on being requested for a definition 

of what Goldsmith meant by "unwieldy wealth,' 

amused me much by replying. "DaziUng gnwdB and 

"plenty too much elephants." On the whole, the 

facility with which they used a tongue which they 

never hear spoken, except in school, was very creditable 

to the system. . ^ , , 

The other day. a captain, in a native regiment, Bhowed 

me a letter sent him by a sepoy in his company who, 

having been pnnUhed for a civU offence, thought it 

■ necessary to give a pUusible explanation of the matte 

to his officer. It had evidently been written for lum bj 

R fnend who had received his education at a Govero- 

ment school. It appeared from this production, tiiat tk 

■ Kjpoy and some of his comrades took it into their besdj 

tow a visit to the town near which they were sU- 

tioned; so they got leave for a few days, and on tbi 

ewning of theit arrivfd " set forth from our lodging aod 

"tiaversed the streets with unweaned stepsu Bj 

.' chance. I discerned at a window a pleasing dame. toi« 

.-whose eyes shot the dart of love. Not being able to 

"resist the dart, I approached the kttice, and eourW 

"md wooed her as a lover should. While we wb. 

- engaRed in our dalliance, there came hy a banker wto 
-h^ formerly been her swain. The banker, seeing lu» 

- Phyllis smiling on another, could not contain his in, 
« but passed on breathing immediate vengeance. Tit 
upshot of the matter was that the injured nval broug^ 
B charge of theft against the sepoy, and. "by dint d 
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"tortuous peijuiy and forensic chicanery," succeeded in 
getting him imprisoned for three months. 

A Calcutta daily paper complained lately that native 
correspondents were so long-winded and verbose, that 
they omitted nothing that could bear upon the subject, 
except the point of it, and gave as a specimen a com- 
munication from one of them concerning the abuses at a 
school for Hiudoo children. The writer begins by say- 
ing that " there is not a single soul which will not echo 
"back the emotions that spontaneously arise in onz 
" breasts, when we consider the heavy chains under 
" which the little innocent sufferers are made to groan.' 
He then proceeds to declare himself inadequate to the 
task he has uudertaken, and exclaims — " Would to God 
" there were half a dozen Ciceios and Burkes here to 
" give vent to our feelings I " Half a dozen Ciceros I 
\Vhat an ovprwhelming thought 1 Ninety-six books of 
Lettere to Atticus 1 Thirty Verrine Orations I Six Do 
Finibi I The human faculties are too weak to seize the 
couc(>piion in all its immensity. Yet, who can feel the 
want of any amount of Ciceros or Burkes when he 
meets with such a sentence as the following ? — " Not to 
"mention the damp, ill-ventilated, dismal cells, with 
" bare, unprotected, naked roofs, upon which the young 
" pupils, panting after fresh air and light, go during a 
" recreation hour, and plentifully eigoy the short period 
* of theii amusement, by running and disking in the 
" meridian sun, heedless and unwamed of the danger of 
' tumbling over into a gaping well beneath, or some 
" such pitfoUs of death, artfully kept there for a sup- 
" posed good purpose." The peroration of the complaint 
is magnificent — " Friends and patriots I " exdaima the 
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writer, "what Bholl we do when the future hopes and 
" gloriea or our nation are at etake ! Where ehatl we 
" fly for B refuge, when the cries of infonU groaning 
" under the yoke of a bondage worse than slavery haunt 
"lu from all aides I" &c. && If a kindly Trovidence 
had ordained that Mr. Bellew should he bom a Yankee, 
is not this aometbing like the style in which he would 
address an audience of his couDtrymen on the Fourth of 
July! 

The opium factory at Patna is eui onormous mass of 
buildings of the most durable coustruction, from the 
roof of which there is a commanding view far up sud 
down the Ganges. It was erected by the Dutch long 
before the English namt became great in fialiar. There 
is something very interesting in the traces of tlw 
Mynheers. They seem to have preceded us every- 
where by a century, and have passed away, leaving 
behind them monuments solid, homely, and ponderous, 
like themselves. 

There could not be a worse month than February for 
a visit to the factory, for the stock of last year hns by 
thi« time all been sold off, and this year's opium hst 
not yet begun to come in. However, there was a Uttic 
of the drug left at the bottom of the vats, and, ht- 
tunat«ly for me, some chests which had been damaged 
on the voyage down the Ganges had been sent back to 
be repacked. Your studies, my dear Simkina, have for 
BO long been directed towards the higher regious of 
thought^ and your ideas about all material objects or 
(0 essentially vogue, that I firmly believe your notion 
of the raw material of opium vacillates between cocoa- 
« and jnnipeNberries. I, therefore, shall not scruple 
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to give you a short sketch of tlie manufacture of th« 
commodity, in the style of the enlightened MsgnilL ob 

whose tomb might be inscribed : 

MiUom quod epiWiMvii non oWnnTit.'' 
Do not winco at " opitomavii" It ig an excellent 
word, and is used by no less an outhor than Treb. 
loll. xxK. TjT. It was likewise a favourite with Veg. 
J en., a very nice writer, who flourished towards the 
close of the fourth contuiy {A.D.). 

The ryot, who answers to an uncommonly smaU 
farmer, mokes an agreement with Government to fumiah 
a ocrtam (jnnntity of opium at about four shillings b 
pound, receiving something more than a quorteTof the 
money in advance. Now. this would be a losing game 
for the ryot, if it were not for the peculiari^ of the 
crop-most of the labour being done by the women 
and children of the household, who would be otherwise 
unemployed As it is. the natives consider it a pri- 
vdego to bo allowed to grow opium. At the proper 
scasoD, the whole family tum out in the evening, armed 
with n species of three-pronged knife, and make an 
incision la each of the poppy-heads which have suffi- 
cienUy npened. During the night a juice exudes, which 
ucarefuUy scraped off and preserved. This is repeated 
three times with each flower. Then the leaves are 
gathered up and formed into.a sort of cake, for a par- 
pose which shall be hereafter described, and the stalks 
are stacked and put by; no part of the poppy being 
without its use. The whole produce is then doUvered 
in to the factory at Patna or Uoriares. 
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Here the opium goes thiough a series of processes 
which may generally be described by the epithet 
"refining." At any rate the result of them is that 
quantities of scum and dregs are se^Iarated from the 
more valuable portion, though even this refuse has a 
considerable value of its own. Who has not experienced 
the distress of being forced to trace an article through- 
out all the stages of fermenting, and precipitating, and 
puddling? In the eyes of the visitor every operation 
bears a hideous resemblance to every other. In all he 
gazes upon a mysterious liquid, lying apparently in a 
perfectly quiescent state far down in a firightful iron 
tank, over which he walks trembling on a single sloppy 
plank, preceded by a foreman of oppressive intelligence, 
and followed by two of the hands, who attend partly as 
an excuse for leaving their work, and partly ftom a faint 
haay instinct of beer looming in the future. After the 
opium has been duly prepared comes the operation of 
making it into balls. The workman who is employed 
on this duty is seated at a board, and is provided with 
the materials for each ball separately— a fixed quantity 
of the precious drug, some refuse opium, and a certam 
portion of the coagulated mass of poppy-leaves, all 
measured out with scrupulous care. With the leaves 
he forms a bowl about three-quarters of an inch in 
thickness, using the refuse copiously as glue. In the 
cup thus fashioned he places the opium, and finishes off 
the ball with wonderful skill and celerity, consuming 
exactly the regulation amount of his materials. The 
balls are about the size of a man's head, and are sold 
by the Government at an average rate of seventy-six 
shillings each. They are packed by forties in a ches^ 
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the dried stalks of the poppy, reduced almost to powder» 
being poured into all the interstices, and are sent down 
to Calcutta to be disposed of by public auction ; whence 
they go forth upon their mission of soothbig John 
Chinaman into a temporary forgetfulness of the rebels 
who plunder him, and of the Anglo-Chinese force which 
protects him; and deluding his soul with visions of a 
F^uradise where the puppy-dogs and rots run about 
ready-roasted ; where the birds' nests are all edibl^ and 
the pigs all die a natural death; where the men have 
all short names and the women all short feet; where 
eveiybody has just succeeded in the competitiva exami<« 
nation for the governorship of a province, and has a 
right to order everybody else three hundred strokes of 
the bamboo on his bare soles. 

What a book might be made of " The Confessions 
" of an English Opium Agent I" It is the most romantic 
of manufactures. Everywhere the drowsy scent of the 
poppy prevails, and lulls the pleased visitor into a de« 
lightfiil consciousness of oriental languor and bound<« 
less profits, and into a sweet oblivion of the principles 
of competition and Free Trada That little lump of 
black putly, which was bought a few days ago at forty 
pence, beneath the magic touch of the Qovemment be- 
comes an equivalent for a bouncing sovereign. What 
is this alchemy which can turn silver into gold? which 
can extract yearly six millions net fiN)m the pocketo of 
an alien, often a hostile, nation? fiegaxd with* awe 
those dark sticky globes, lying so snugly in their bed 
of kindred strawl These are the cannon-balls with 
which to extract tribute from the strangerl "Such an 
"immoral traffic," say you ? Let us getout of this sleepy 
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_ ' lotus-eating atmosphere, and we will talk tbe qae^tioo 

^ •- over at leisure. 

■ If a practice ia pernicious to tbe community, it is 

clearly the duty of a wise govemniint to suppress it, 

with this condition — that the evils consequent on the 

sappression, or attempt at suppression, are not so great 

■"- as to outweigh the benefits. When tbe English nation 

.- , had been thoroughly convinced that slavery was a curse 

•J " which must be got rid of at any risk, it cheerfully paid 

down as the price of its abolition twenty millions in 

' cash, and the prosperity of our "West Indian Colonies 

(*' for many years to come. Never was money better laid 

IooL We gave the devil such a heating as lie had nut 
I got since Luther's firSt campaign, for one-tenth of what 
it cost tis to lose America, and one-fiftieth of what wo 
spent in avenging the execution of Louis the Sixteenth. 
On the other hand, thougli few people wiU deny that 

)we should bo better without the institution known as 
the " social evil " jwr txcdlentf-, still fewer are prepared 
to admit that affaire would be mended by tlie interfer- 
ence of the strong hand of power. Nothing could le 
more odious than that Government should meddle is 
roatteiB which a wise father leaves to the consticnca 
I and discretion of his sons. The public scandal, the in- 

vasion of private liberty, the violation of houses, would 
be grievances far exceeding in importance any little 
success which might be gained for the cause of morality. 
Heaven preserve the streets of Liverpool and York from 
the condition of Oxford or Cambridge on the night of 
ft grand Proctorial raid I 

Gambling affords on instance in which tbe Govern- 
ment has wisely interfered, and wisely abstained from 
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interference. It is impossible to put down the vice, or 
even to define it. \Vhat spectacle can be more innocent 
and touching than that of four subalterns sitting over a 
rubber at npee poinUJ And yet two files of privates 
plaj-ing for the same stakes would jostly be considered 
gamblers of the deepest dye. Backgammon for six- 
pence a game is gambling among schoolboys. At the 
University it would be a recreation to which even the 
recital of the mistakes made by a freshman would be 
more preferable, to uso the strongest comparative in 
existence. The only chance of getting at private gam- 
hhng would be in on unlimited employment of spies, in 
tlie guise of club-waiters, billiard-markers, college-gyps, 
messmen, butlers, grooms, and barmaids. What Govern- 
ment could do, it did thoroughly. It forbade public 
gammg-tallcs. It prohibited individuals or Companies 
from making it their profession to play for money with 
any comer. The consequences were just what would 
naturally result from so judicious a course of conduct 
Public feeling, not being shocked by any undue reetramt 
upon opinion or practice, r^oiced to see hells stormed 
l>y the police, green-baiw tables smashed, and foreign 
noblemen, with doubtful linen and patriotic opinions. 
taming the crank instead of the roulette-wheel, and 
roluced from picking aces out of their sleeves in St 
.' JaiuM's Street to performing the some office by oakum 
at Brixtoa The effect upon private habits was far wider 
and. more lasting than could- have been produced by t 
direct prohibitioa High play bocame disreputable. 
^Tiist succeeded to haiard. and billiards to rouge-et- 
noir. Great Whig statesmen no longer came home to 
Rarodotus after losing thir^ thousand pounds, but road 
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Bicaido and Bentham withotit any 

J * «.« ftw tha Sabbath. Poor fcUowl He « » 

ir^!Lil«e H a Chriatian not to be judged witt » 
ilfrtoNewMo^naortheSabbatWay. He kno« 
STe^'^^nJled felo. after 1^« P^» 
(»hy do condemned felona alwayi partake?) of W| 
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last mntton-chop and hii penultimate cap of coltte, 
■t the urgent impoitanify of the chaplain, oonliHeea 
that Sabbatl^bTBaking wai hia fint atep to tba 
gallowa. 

it, then, any oommodi^ in general nie ii ondonbtedly 
ddetenoos, the Oovemment ia jnatified in patting a ibtp 
to the mannfactsie and aale d ib But if the circam- 
■ta&oet of the case prevent the adoptiim of thia oouna, 
then by all meana ta» that conunodi^ as heavily aa it 
irill bear — that ia to say, up to tfie point at which 
■mugglisg wonid be so lucnttiTe aa to offer an irreaisti- 
Ue temptation. The most devoted lover of paradox 
vonld not date to assert that a heavy tax hat no tea- 
deocy to ohook oootumptioa Who can doubt that, if 
the farmers of Derrmshire and Snasex ven allowed to 
glow tobaooo, if Cavendish and Birda^e were imported 
■t a registnticn da^ of a fkttiung a pound, nin»4entha 
of the population of our isles would be blowing a dond 
bom morning till dewy eve 1 Those, then, would smoke 
who never amoked before, and those who onoe did smoka 
would soon be well on their way to MiritMn trtmnu. 
In vain would Dean Close warn the men of " merry 
Carlisle^" whom ha oertainly never leaves long without 
xouse for merriment not to ntaks their month a 
famaoe and their nose a chimn^. Did it ever oocur 
lo yon how veiy absurd is the employment of this 
ih^orioal style in the discussion of questions pvnlr 
phyiioal I "When a man talks about my making s^ 
month a famaoe, I always ask him why he aukea his 
Wy a sewec It ia not too mooh to sssert tha^ hpJ 
taxing opimn to the extent of six hundred per oeai on 
Uw pnme cost, we diminish the use of it to oae^antlt 
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of what it would be if the drug were firee. Do away 
with the monopoly in Bengal and Bahai^ xemove the 
tnmait dnty on opium grown in the Native States, and, 
for erery Chinese who is now insensible for a few hours 
tlnae times a week, five will be in state of coma all 
day long: the whole nation will become one vast De 
Qoiiioey ; every one will neglect his work and loathe 
his £Dod ; the plumpest pug-dogs will wander along the 
•tveets of Canton with impunity ; and the most measly 
poriur will die unheeded at the very door within which, 
oblivious of his posthumous charms, the smoker is 
dreaming and inhaling away his appetite and health, 
YoM manliness and intellect No one can logically assert 
tbai it is immoral to tax opium, unless he is prepared 
to maintain that we can, and should, put down with a 
•tioog hand the cultivation of the poppy. 

Some say that it is criminal in the Government to re- 
cognise the vioa But taxing is not the same as reoog- 
nisiDi^ and recognising is not the same as approving. 
Hmvs is an ezdse on bnmdy, and not on butcWs 
meat Does this imply that the Cabinet recognises the 
Act of Britons being groggy, while it refuses to take 
oogniance of their carnivorous propensities? It is 
certainly a new and somewhat startling doctrine that 
taamtion is a fbrm of encouragement^ that protection is 
afforded to a faraflSo by loading it with a strapping duty. 
If this be really the case, the two great English parties 
must change names. Free-traders must go about in 
top-boots and spacious waistcoats, and Protectionists 
must rush to the poll under the banner of the Big Loaf. 
Are we to give up six millions of income, and consent 
to demoralise the whole East, by allowing it to buy 
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opium dirt cheap, in onlcr that we may appear to 
Ignore as a nation a practice the existence of which is 
patent to every individual ? The colonel of a regiment 
once remonstrated with his chapUun. because held not 
attend the hospital with due regularity. The denrv^ 
man answered that, whenever he went theie,thrX 
patients he found were men suffering from diseasee ei 
gendered by drink and licentiousness^ and that he did 
not choose to recognise those sina And yet the sins in 
question continued to pievafl in the cantonment how- 
ever much ttie worthy man averted his countenanca 
Happily Ix)rd Stanley and Sir Charles Wood do not 
reason hke this chaplain. 

By this tinu^ my Simkins, you must have had 
opum enough to send you asleep; so no more at 
present 

Sincerely youn^ 

EL BaovoBioM; 
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j;ErrES, iv. 

A OTOBT OF THB OBEAT MUTINY. 

KoruMiLTOBXf FA. 17. 

DMi 8naaK8,-Befoie leaving Patna I ran over to 
A«rand apent an evening and morning mviaitang 
^T^^e most complete episode of ihe^ 
2;„S^ The coUector entertained 
2rn«ed the night in "The House ma m^re 

unhidtaM^ than others of my ^^^^^^^^^^ 
^^^^ I was rather asham^f 

2S?deptso^elL Wonld a Spartan have dmnb^ed 
ZSjZ the tomb of the Three hundred ?-or a 

SI2 think yon, beneath ^}-{^f^, ^^^^ 
SSe to be the sepulchre of the Horatai, ^th no 
2St -on those sJong limbs" which, accordmg to 
SSVcate and able schohir, do not " mojdder deep 
ZZUrt Por Arrah is emphaticaUy the ThemopyhB 
rf our lace-hallowed, no less than those world-famed 
iS by superhuman courage and by memorable 

*^Uie associations there are concentrated within a 

n weU^efined locality, which vastly increases the 

Motion that they excite. It is this, even moie than 
STTportance of the conflict, which draws so ms^ 
toHougoumont There is the farm-yaid gate 



which the assailants forced open, and which four English 
officers and a sergeant shut in their faces by dint of 
bard shoving. There is the chapel half consumed by 
fire, and the crucifix with charred feet, and the loop- 
holed brick wall which the French were said to have 
mistaken for a line of red-coats. Who— who, at least, 
with the exception of Sir Archibald Alison, cares to 
inspect the boundless flat expanse round leipsic, where, 
for three autumn days, four hundred thousand com- 
batants disputed tlie fate of Europe over a space of a 
hundred square miles? The interest of a battle does 
not depend on the number of squadrons and battalions 
engaged, nor on the extent of territory for which they 
contend, nor on the rank and power of the leaders, nor 
on the amount of the buteher^s bill at the end of the 
day. We look to the character and worth of this indi- 
vidual actofs, not to the breadth of the stage front and 
the multitude of supernumeraries. Naseby and Sedge- 
moor are to Borodino and Wagram what Fecht^s 
Hamlet is to a play got up by Charles Kean, in whose 
eyes the main point of "Henry the Fifth" is the 
triumphal entiy into the City, and the most important 
uicident in "A Winter^s Tale" a Pyrrhic dance which 
has no existence in the originaL History takes smalTx 
account of the millions of Assyrians, Egyptians, Medes, ' 
Huns, and Tartars, who have been driven as sheep to 
the slaughter to realize the idde of a despot, or have 
perished in obscure barbaric- forays. But she will not . 
soon foiget those hundred and ninety-two citizens who^ 
on the plain of Marathon, cheerfully laid down their 
lives for the city of the Violet Crown; those simple 
Dutchmen who died amidst the slush of their beloved 
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dykes in many an amphibioas struggle against Spaniah 
tjianuj and orthodoxy; those chivalrous mountaineeis 
wlio flung themselyes on the bayonets at CuUoden in a 
CMne which appealed to ereiything most romantic and 
matjoinal in our nature. To my mind there is no mili- 
tmy operatian on record which comes up to the retreat 
of Sooatea from the defeat 'of the Athenian army at 
Ddivm. A sturdy, clumsy-built^ common-looking man, 
with bare feet^ walking off at a brisk, steady pace, spear 
en shoulder, turning np his snub-nose^ and looking 
asHnce at the mingled mass of fugitives and pursuers 
whieh swept by on either side, engaged all the while 
ia a diaeuasion on the prmciple of evil with a fellow- 
flitinn, who submitted to be bored for the sake of the 
pfoteoiion of so intrepid a veteran. Then up rides 
AlriWadfis^ the ladies^ pet^ the darling of the popular 
lUy, covered with dust and blood, and without his 
and cries, * Cheer up, Socrates ; for I will see 
*'y«m safe homa* A needless promise^ because, in his 
own woids^ * the bearing of the man made it pretty 
"plain to all, fiur and near, that whoever meddled with 
•htm would have reason to repent it** 

Anah lies twelve miles from the Oanges, between 
Fatna and Buzar, which are both on the same river. 
To the eastward the Sone^ which is in April a streak of 
wntsr oieqMng through a wide desert of sand, and in 
Jvly a tonent a mile broad and thirty feet deep, flows 
falo the main stream at a distance of four leagues from 
Anah and about flva from Dinapore^ which, as you 
dsaMoss lemembei; is the militiuy station at Patna. 
Tha oonponnds of the European houses at Arrah are 
imj azisnsive; and the most extensive of all is that in 




Which stands the residence of the Collector t* • 

conunodio«t with .p^riT ^' ^T ^^ '"^ 
•toned. like tU dwdwZT v^^iT?, ^^ '~""'* <»«»- 
floor nii«d Z^^^J^f^y^' ^ ^ 
On one .ide o?lX^ ^t^ "^ ^ ^^^ 

jni. fh,. which .Lrr,^* iSxt^,^ 

the ba«„,ent of which coiSte rf SStS?^^ 
•rehea aome fbnr or five feet .-TLv iT^ '"*' *^P** 
the interiorleads to ri?„!r ^^^ Agtaiwaiein 

8-den. which -Ihir^r fX^JT^^^?*^ 
marly a billiard-ioom. .n^ u 7^^ Oft It was fiaw 

the porch stand, out like. hSr^ '^ 

^ tt. summer of 1867 the» were atationad at n.- 

least twenty-fire hundred bavoa^^T^ ^^ f ** 
«f this hrig^le waHuS « Tl. ««"Po«ition 

•^ ^-enweTidraVlLrJ! "!::!.•*" 
U-bulen^^ ^ ShahalS:? wis tjirS; 

as chieftain ty the lUiMota. 7 '***''*^ 

mad. Your heaAMr««fc fltT^^ ^'^ *■ *• ■■**« 
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bailMBiaiiB from his own villagey whom he hxings np 
lo Cilcotfai to tiy their Inck in servioa As soon as a 
Garernment empia^ is in xeceipt of a good income^ 
gelations and connexions pour in from all parts of India, 
and daim to Uto at his expense. In the same manner 
tiie old sepoys introduoed into their company sons, 
a ep he w % and younger brothers ; while any recruit who 
did not bdong to the tribe was made almost as uncom- 
JBttabla as. a cockney in a crack light Cavaliy mess, 
md aooa fraud it expedient to ask leave to change his 
qoMxieaL The result was that the regiment had a 
tttdeuey to turn into a clan, the membeis of which 
icgaidad each other wittf attachment and confidence^ 
aad eairied out their common resolves with singular 
vwBimity and secrecy. 
The state of things at Dinapoie exdted profound 
For weeks previous to the catastrophe, 
appeared in the Calcutta daily papers urging the 
sathoiities to take measures to prevent an outbreak, 
wloGh was regarded as now imminent. Unhappily, the 
^fari pAum in command at the station was one of that 
dMi known at the Horse-Guards as experienced officers 
of Im^ ttandiiig in the service^ and by the world in 
gsnenl as old women. It is our misfortune that the 
commenoement of every war finds our choicest troops 
oad our most precious stron^olds at the disposal of 
who won their first laurels at Salamanca or Quatre 
and who should have been content to have doeed 
oarser at Sobnum. It is a fiwst of serious import 
Ikoi the introdnetion of the rifle^ the greatest military 
sovohition of this century, was sulkily, peevishly, hys- 
UnotHj ojfifo&pA by the miyority of those who^ in the 
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event of war, would have been at the head of our 
anmes. The veterans of the Senior United Service Qub 
might have sung if their feelings had aUowed them— 

" Briitre m^ If that mort eadMring old ana. 
Which w« mis with to fbndl/ tinky, 
WWeh narar did Afj^ or Sikh any hvm, 
Waa to ihoot itraijpht for onot in a way. 

It thould atiU ha the waapon for Ooardm«i aad liaa, 
I^ tha windaga ineraaaa aa it will ; 

Aad wa'd think tha parfofmanoa aaflSdaiitlT faaL 
If ooa hall in St« hnndiad ahoold kiO." 

Such a Chief, to the cost of humanity, was in Charge Of 
Meerut on that day of evil omen, the first of many 
such, when the troopers of the Third light Cavalrv 
having shot down their officew and burnt their banaS 
galloped off unmolested to cut the throats of the Emdish 
at Delhi. Such a chief was n^ in charge of ftSZ 
pore at the crisis when foresight, calmness^ and judi- 
Clous se.-erity broke up a battalion of murderous s«mn. 
drels, and saved the capital of India fiom the fate of 
Cawnpore. Hearsey at Meerut, Neill at Dimipoit^ and 
Outoam at AUahabad, might have saved much of the 

good blood that was spilled, and much of the bad blood 
that remains. 

Throughout July the insolence of the sepovt in the 
Dinapore cantonments, and the teiror and discomfort of 
the European residents, waxed greater daily. At length 
tb« symptoms of sedition grow so unmistakable m to 
fttract the notice of Geneial Uoyd himself Aocoid. 
M>gly. on the moming of the 26th, he issued an oider. 

enjouung the sepoys to return their pereussion^pi at 
four clock that afternoon. This gave them just nine 
houiB to pack up their clothes, ammunition, and wiTss, 



oook Uieir rice, and get a woah, and march out of the 
■tatioii Bt their eaae, in the direnCion oT the Sone. When 
they had gone a mile or two on their way, a few round 
abota vers sent after them, &s a parting compliment, 
aod tben the General bod plenty of leiGure to sit down 
uid reflect on the probable. leault of bis maateily com> 
binatioos. 

Meanwhile the little community at Arrab did not 
ngard with iadifierence the proapect of an event which 
CMued so mnoh apprehension at Calcutta. Tboao long 
July days oonld hardly have been to them a period of 
ncare enjoyment It moa much if they could put force 
en themaelres to get through their ordinary busiuesB. 
The women and children were lu^nt to what, in those 
awful timea^ was considered a place of comparative 
•aoonty. Whatever might chance, at any rate, when 
tho peril did come, the men should have to moke pro- 
Tuion for nothing that could be dearer than honour and 
duty. At that time the portion of the East Indian 
Bailway in the neighbourhood was in course of con- 
■tmctioa — the embankment having been already thrown 
Bp, tiiough the bridges were not yet completed. Mr. 
Boyle, the executive engineer of the company, resident 
at the station, happened to have a natural turn for 
fbrtificatioD, which he sobseqacntly had ample oppo^ 
tonJIy to gratify. This gentleman took it into hia 
bead to pat what is now the Collector's outhouse in 
a state for defence, tbinlcing that it might come in use- 
^ on an emergency. From time to time he sent in 
some bricks and mortar, and a few odd coolies, and 
dervoted a spore hour or two to superintend the work. 
Hie aicbee of the cellars were solidly built np, and a 
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thin curtain, of brickwork erected between each pillar 
in the verandah on the firat floor, with a judicious 
arrangement of loopholes. 

On Saturday, the 25th of July, Mr. Wake, the Ck>l- 
lector, receired an express firom Dinapore, bidding him 
to be OD his guard, for that something was in the air. 
There followed a night of suspense, which was changed 
into terrible certainty by the arrival of a mounted 
patrol, who came in with the information that a strong 
force of sepoys had crossed the Sone, and that large 
numbers were still crossing. Then it became too evi* 
dent that " some one had blundered.** The moment had 
come when a resolution must be taken — ^hurried, but 
irrevocable. A few hours more, and the enemy would 
be upon them ; the countiy-people in arms/ the roads 
impassable^ and the bridges broken up for thirty miles 
round. While their communications were still open, 
should they retreat on Buzar, and wait there till they 
could be brought back to their posts by the returning 
tide of European re-conquest? It was too late to avert 
the destruction of their property ; too late to keep the 
town to its all^iance, and save the treasure and the 
public recordsw There was nothing which they could 
stow behind their slender defences — save the empty 
name of British rule. Was it worth while to run so 
frightful a risk for a shadow ? Why, for an advantage so 
doubtful, expose their dear ones to anxiety worse than 
death — to bereavement and desertion in such a time 
and in such a plight ? On the other hand, should they 
skulk off like outlaws through the province which had 
been entrusted to their care— where but yesterday their 
will was law — Cleaving the district ready to receive the 
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lebds with open anns, and afford them a firm foothold 
on the South of the Ganges — another Oude, whence 
th^ might securely direct their future efforts against 
our power, which already tottered to the fall ? If the 
lest of Shahabad must go— the authority of old England 
and of John Company— the most generous of masters — 
should be upheld, at least^ within the walls of one 
bOliazd-ioom, which was to witness such a game as 
never did biDard-room yet ; a game at hopeless odds,^^ 
tmateuis opposed to professionals, fair pky to knavery ; ' 
a game where history stood by as marker, and where no 
■tazring could recover a life once taken ; a game which 
one losing hanrd would undo, one cannon almost in- 
evitably ruin ; but which'Wake and his fellows, as with 
dear eyes# brave hearts, and steady hands, they awaited 
Uie opening stroke, were fully determine should not 

be a bve game. 

Iliere was no time to be lost Bice and flour sufficing 

lor a few days' consumption, and what other provisions 
^mft first to hand, were quickly stored in the house. 
The supply of water which could be collected on such 
short notice, was alarmingly scanty. And then they 
i»fi<A haste to enter their ark, before the flood of se- 
dition and anarchy should engulph everything around 
The garrison consisted of Herwald Wake, the Collector ; * 
young ColvjuD, and two other civilians ; Boyle, the 
engineer, the Yaubaa of the siege ; Mr. Hall, a civil 
mgeon; an official in the opium agency, and his 
assistant ; a Government schoolmaster ; two native 
publio empb^ and five other Europeans in various 
•uboidinate grades ; forty-five privates, two Naiks, two 
Havildan^ and one Jemmadar— names which so pain- 



fully bewilder an English reader of the list of killed 
and wounded in the Gazette after an Indian victory— 
true Sikhs all, staunch as steel, and worthy to be the 
countiymen of the heroes of Chilianwallah. Six-and- 
sixty fighting men by tale, with no lack of pluck and 
powder, but very badly off for meat and drink. 

On Monday morning the sepoys poured into the town, 
and marohed straight to the Treasury, from which they 
took 86,000 rupees in cash. After this indispensable 
preliminary, they proceeded to carry out the next step 
\ in the programme usual on these occasions— the slaugh- 
ter of every one connected with the Government It 
was veiy thoughtful of the Sahibs to have collected in 
one place, so as to spare Jack Sepoy the trouble of 
hunting them down in detail It was best, however, to 
do the job in s^le ; so a strong detachment was fonned 
m column, and marched into the compound with drums 
beating and: colours flying. It would give the men a 
good appetite for their cuny to knock the dozen or so of 
quill-drivers and raUway people on the head in the hole 
where they had taken refuge; and, if those unlucky 
Puiyabees could not see on which side their chupatties 
were buttered, why, it should be the worse for themi 
But through every loophole in the brickwork on the 
fi»t floor peered an angry Englishman, feeling at the 
trigger of his bonensrushing rifle, behind which he had 
•tood the charge of many a tiger and buffalo— unless, 
indeed, ho was one of the .school of sportsmen who 
prefer a smooth-bore for anything under eigh^ yards • 
while in the cellars below, and beneath the breestwoik 
on the roof, Imrked half a hundred warriors of that 
valiant sect whom no other native army could look in 
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tiie fiioa Just as the leading lanks were passing a fine 
tree, which grows a stone-throng^ firom the house, they 
reedred a volley which laid eighteen of their numb^ 
dead on the spot As this made it evident that the 
Sahibs intended to die game, the mutineers, who had 
oome out for a battue, and not on a storming-party, broke 
IttiA, and dispersed behind the trees scattered about the 
eonqxnmd, whence they kept up a desultory fire. 

For long past Goer Sing had been watching the 
eonne of events with keen interest and a very definite 
nmpose. This remarkable man came in for an abun- 
dant share of the abuse so indiscriminately dealt out to 
an wlio took part against us at that crisis. Goer Sing 
was described in the contemporary journals as a " devil,* 
whose villany could be accounted for only on the theoiy 
that be was not ''of human flesh and blood.** The time 
for shrieking and scolding has now gone by, and we can 
affoid to own that he was not a devil at all, but the 
hjgh-sonled chief of a warlike tribe, who had been 
ledneed to a nonentity by the yoke of a foreign invader. 
"What am I good for under your dynasty?" was his 
eooatant complaint to European visitors. He had already 
iBisfhod an age which in England is supposed to incapa- 
citate for any employment short of the premiership. He 
wdl remembered the time when Scindiah and Holkar 
ware not mere puppets of the Government of Fort 
Wmimm ; when the Mahratta still ruled at Poonah and 
Kagpore ; when, what with Pindaree raids, and the long 
oonteat for the Helen of Odipore, and the extremely 
beDioote attitude of non-interference adopted by the 
Oompany, a dashing partisan leader, with a few thousand 
0ftoai Bigpoots at his back, was good for a great deal in 




the estimation of Gentral India He fretted, like the 
proud Highland chiefs, when reduced to insignificance 
by the severe and orderiy sway of the Southron. Surely, 
a people whose favourite heroes are Lochiel and Bob 
l^Y Mw^gregor may spare a little sympathy for the 
chieftain who^ at eighty yean old, bade fill up his brass 
lotah, saddle his elephants, and caU out his men, inas- 
much as it was up with the pugrees of Goer Sing; who 
mflicted on us a disaster most complete and tragical- 
who exacted from the unruly mutineere an obedience' 
which they paid to none other; who led his foroe in 
person to Lucknow, and took a leading part in the 
struggle which decided the destinies of India; who 
after no hope was left for the cause North of Ganges' 
did not lose heart, but kept his men together during 
a long and arduous retreat in the face of a victorious 

enemy ; and, as the closing act of his life, by a masterly 
manoeuvre baffled his pureuers, and placed his troops in 
safety on their own side of the great river, whenfiiend 
and foe alike beUeved their destruction to be inevitable. 
On that occasion a round-shot firom an English gun 
smashed his arm, as he w as directing the passage of the 
kst boatfuls of his foUowere, contrary to the habit of 

Eastern generals, who ordinarily shun the post of dango' 
The old warrior, seeing that his kst hour was come, is 
said to have cut off his shattered limb with the hand 
toat remained to him, and to have died of the loss of 
blood which emmed. But hia army had not lost the 
impress of his skiU and energy. During several months 
thqr maintained themselves at Juggdeespore, harassing 
with daily incursions the English garrison at Arrah, 
whose head-quartere were in a fixrtification laid out by 
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the recently-developed genius of Mr. Boyle ; they re- 
pulaod with heavy loss a detachment HCnt to dislodge 
them ; and Rnally laid down their arms under tho general 
unneety, after having defied our Oovemment during 
more than a year of continuous fighting. Two facts 
may be deduced from the stoiy of these operations — 
fitst, that the besiegers of the bouse at Arrah were 
nsitheT cowards nor bunglers ; and next, that it was 
nooonuDCDly lucky for us that Cocr Sing was not forty 



Sncb, then, waa the man who now claimed to take 
command of the levies of Shohabad by hereditary right. 
Be broogfat with him a mighty following, and recruits 
pnuied in by hundreds and thousands daily. The sepoy 
Teterans, who were living on pensions in their native 
Tillages, came forward to share the fortunes of their 
indent i^menls in greater number than iu other 
districts. " That old fool, Cocr Sing," waa reported in 
the Calcutta papers to have held a review of eight 
thousand armed men, besides the three regular bat- 
talions. There was one cry throughout the province — 
that now or never was the time to shake off the oppres- 
■ioD of the stranger. When once they hod put to tbe 
sword the Sahibs in the bilUaid-room, all would go well 
Bat tbe Sahibs in question manifested a very decided 
disinclination to be put to the ewoid, so that it became 
neceasary to put the svrord to tbe Sahibs. The siege 
vas pressed forward with vigour. Bullets rained on 
the defences night and day alika The sepoys bawled 
oat to our Sikhs that, if they would betray tbe Sahibs, 
they should receive a safe-conduct and five hundred 
mpees ^tieoe. The Sikhs, in return, requested them to 
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c^n««r«.d repeat their libe«] offer.-* complianoe 
wOh which mvitabon resulted in the unfortunatoVSS! 
of C«^ Sn« ending thaV when they approSS 
««ho.. they were within inusketH.hot « well 

MeanwhUe. the most painfiil «,licjtade. which «« 
art deepening uUo desp«r. prevailed aTSnapS S 
C-lcatta. and wherever else the tiding, of £e JS 
P^ of our countiymen had p^Zd. S. W 
■^^ ^ceived at the o.pS1^tnv.J^ ^ 
^ which appeared in the Bn^uk.^ Si the 
V^ t ^'^^: ~°'*^°i°8 these. WMdT-lTBort! 
and the magistrate sent me ame.«^ to Z. .^ 

"fc.ib^'fi'^ ^'^ Pr^to diss 
twyles fortification. If thor have dnna >« r k.^ # 

AcMT»pondi«,t mite, on the 2911, .■ -We iZ^l 
»™ » '»■ «» H,«li.h ..red .p i, 4Xle^ 

ff ^/ •■ 0;'"»«»> 'bt the &t. of tie unW 

of the ,«4 " T ^"""^^ t Dtaupo™ to nXi 
fat to nuo the .ieg» i, eip«iitto eluiil,^ 

"th Qoeei,', ,«gineiH ,ii(, Sildu, ud »m, LZ, 
» the ooB^ '?■'"'•""'""'"'• ^. S 
"««, ««i much of ih. 0O..I, ™ .^ ^ 
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A«»rai»gly, on am™. °-'JSt »» C 
^^ ,eB tl,. •r»X-iTir"- of . ^ 
t<„j^ in i-teli ■^ '"" „', ° „mr tkeir poiil 

r^„W ,»rrioe i»port"neaih» 1«^» t» b'™"' 

■'° ' ^"S;„m '.d bi«uit, «th . te. tourf .l..p. 
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some three hundred yards between belts of trees about 
Gfly feet in width. The road lies along an embankment 
raised considerably above the level of the surrounding 
coiuitiy. The Sikhs had already passed, and the strag- 
gling array of English soldiers were plodding along the 
defile, half asleep, with weary legs and empty stomachs, 
when the darkness of the grove on either side was lit 
up as by magic, and a crashing fiie poured into their 
tunks. Exposed on the top of the causeway, their 
bodies standing out againgt what dim starlight there 
was, they afforded an easy mark to their invisible 
enemies, who swarmed in the gloom below. During 
the first minutes many were struck down, and at that 
short range there were few wouods which did not bring 
death. Then, by a sort of lostinct, the men deserted 
the road, and collected in givups wherever they could 
find cover, One large portj took refuge in a dry tank, 
beneath th6 banks of which they loaded and discharged 
their pieces at random, as long as their ammunition 
lasted; while the flashes of their mosketiy enabled 
the sepoys to direct their aim with deadly accuracy. 
Another party occupied the templ^ and throughout 
the night there went on constant skirmishing round 
the walls and in the inclosure of the garden. If the 
soldiers had been got together in one place, and made 
to lie down quietly in their ranks till the morning, they 
were still quite strong enough to perform the service 
on which they had been despatched. In spite of their 
bcavy losses, they were quite as numerous as the force 
which eventually succeeded in relieving ArraL But 
there was no one there of the temper of Nicholson or 
Hodson ; no one who at such a moment dand to tag. 
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fbrwaid and usurp authority in the name of the com- 
mon aafe^. Split up into amall^sections, without orders 
from ihcir superiors; ignorant aJike of the fate of their 
eomndes» the nature of the surrounding localities, and 
the number and position of their assailants ; wasting 
their strength and powder in objectless firing, than which 
nothing is more sure to demoralise troops under any 
eiicumstances7-in such plight our countrymen awaited 

the dawn of day. 

Then, after a short consultation, the officers who 
sorviyed got the men into some sort of order, and 
oommenoed a retreat upon the boats. But by this time 
the 2nemy, flushed with success, and increasing every 
minute in strength, redoubled their efforts to complete 
the rain of our force. In front, in rear, on either flank 
hung clouds of sepoys, who kept up a withering dis- 
chnge on the thin line of dispirited exhausted English- 
men. At first our soldiers replied as best they could; 
hut soon every one began to think of providing for 
his own safe^. Our fire slackened, ceased; the pace 
quickened; the ranks became unsteady; and finally the 
whole amy broke, and fied for dear life along the road 
in the direction of the nullaL 

Then came the scenes which have ever marked the 
loot of a company of dvilnsed men by barbarian foes. 
Some of the fugitives were shot down as they ran. 
Others* disabled by wounds or fatigue, were overtaken 
ud dain. Others again, who sought preservation by 
lawiog the line of flighty were mobbed and knocked on 
the head I7 ^ peasants of the neighbouring villages. 
Hdte ^*^ one unfortunate European, who, after having 
pursued for miles, took to the water like a tired 
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stag, was beaten to death with bludgeons from the 
brink of the pond in which he had taken refuge. All 
who remained on the ground in the vidnify of the 
temple, whether dead or alive, were hung on the trees 
which fringed the road. The Sikhs that day proved 
that they were still animated by the same spirit which 
had formerly extorted the respect of their conquerors 
in many a fierce and dubious battle in the open field. 
Setting shoulder to shoulder, they fought their way to 
the boats in imbroken order, and foundtthat in such a 
strait the most honourable course is likewise the safest 
Boss Mangles, a young civilian, whose father was chair- 
man of the court of directors during that trying year, 
bore himself gallantly amidst the universal pania He 
had joined the expedition purely out of love for Herwald 
Wake, and in the surprise of the preceding evening 
had been stunned by a bullet-wound on the forehiead. 
His commanding appearance and cheery air now won 
the confidence of those immediately round him, and he 
succeeded in keeping together a small knot of men who 
supplied him with a succession of loaded rifles. As he 
was a noted shikaree, a dead hand at bear and antelope, 
the sepoys thought proper to keep their distance. Mean* 
time he carried a wounded soldier on his back for six 
miles, laying him down tenderly from time to time 
when the enemy came too dose to be pleasant With 
threescore fellows of his own kidney at his side. Boss 
would have shaken his friend by the hand before night 
closed in, though Coer Sing stood in the way with all 
the mutineers in Bahar. The menof histermatHailsy- 
bury will long point with pride to the Y.O. that follows 
his name in the list of the Bengal Civil Service. 
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On reaching the banks of the nullah, the aoldiers, who 
had now lost presence of mind, self-respecti subordi- 
nation, eyexything but the unbridled desire for safety, 
flung themselTes into the water, and swam and waded 
to the boats, into which they crowded with all the 
unseemly huny of an overpowering terror. As they 
•trngg^ with the current^ floundered in the mud, and 
acnmbled over the gunwales, the sepoys plied them 
with shot at pistol-range, directing their especial atten- 
tion to a baxge which was prevented from effecting its 
asoape by a rope twisted round the rudder. The men 
inside, crouched at the bottom of the boat^ not daring 
to fhow their headr above the bulwarks as a mark for 
a hundred musketa Nothing could have averted the 
capture and destruction of the whole party, had not a 
yoong volunteer, Macdonell by name, climbed out over 
the stem, and unfastened the rope amidst a hail of 
ballets ; an action which gave another Victoria Cross 
to the Civil Service. 

And now all was over ; and the survivors, brinp^ng 
liome nothing but their bare lives, returned in mournful 
gmse, full of sad forebodings about the brave men whom 
they were forced to abandon to their fate. The people 
at Dinapore^ when the steamer came in sight, as tbey 
etimined their eyes to catch some indication of the result 
of the expedition, saw the deck covered with prostrate 
flmns ; and tho dejection expressed by the air and atti- 
tade <rf those on board convinced them at once that all 
WM not well Of four hundred men who went forth, 
only half returned. The others were lying, stripped 
and mangled, along those two fatal leagues of road. 
Captain Dunbar, in the Pagan phrase ordinarily used on 
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such occasions, atoned for his obstinacy with his life. 
When the news of this reverse reached Calcutta, there 

were none so sanguine as to retain any hope of deUver. 
ance for the little garrison at Anah. 

The opinion which prevafled in Calcutta certainly 
l^mcided with that of Coer Sing and his army. 
Throughout the night none of the defenders of the 
house had slept They listened with sickening anxiety 
to the noise of the firing, now beguiliug themselves into 
the Idea that it was drawing nearer;- now desponding, 
as It remamed ever stationary; and again comforting 
each other with the theory that their countiymen had 
taken up a strong position in the suburbs, and would 
advance to their relief at break of day. Alas! they 
bttle knew what that day would bring forth. But 
when morning came, and the reports of the musketry' 
grew feinteromd fainter, till they died away in the dis- 
tance their hearts sank within them. They were not 
long left in suspense ; for the besiegeni had no intention 
of keepmg such good news to themselves, and they were 
BpeedUy informed that the force from Dinapore had been 
cut to pieces, and that their kst hope was gone. Yet 
not the kst-for they stiU had the hope of dying sword 
in han(i instead of being tamely murdered like all who 
had hitherto put trust in the word of their treacherous 
and unfoigiviDg Eastern foe That foe now offered the 
whole party their lives, if they would give up Wake 
and eyed Axmoodeen Khan; the deputy-coUector, a 
aative for whom the Sahib of Sahibs, Lord William 
^entinck, had entertained a great legaid. This proposal 
having been rejected, nothing more was said about con- 
lotions of surrender, and both sides appUed themselves 
10 the senous business of the si^e. 

02 
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ai BRSACHINChBATTERr^ NO. 1. 

The enemy had fished out from some corner two 
cannon— a four-pounder, and a two-pounder — the 
gmaUer of which they placed at the angle of the bun- 
galow facing the littte house, while they hoisted the 
laiger on to the roo£ They adopted the plan of loading 
the gun behind the parapet, and then running it on to 
the top of the poitioo, and wheeling out an ann-chair 
fitted with a shot-proof screen of boards, on which sak 
% man who aimed and discharged the piece. It was 
then drawn back with lopes to be sponged out and re- 
chaigod This method of working artillery would per- 
baps be considered somewhat primitive at Shoebuty neas 
or Woolwidi j bitt, when employed against a billiaid- 
room at a range of forty yards, the result might justly 
be described as a /eu ienfer. For some time the be- 
aieged folly expected that their walls would come turn- 
bling down about their ears ; but they soon took heart 
of grace, and set themselves manfully to repair the 
damage caused by breaching-battery. No. 1. Fortu- 
nately the store of cannon-balls was soon exhausted 
The enemy eked it out by firing away the castors of 
Mr. Boyle's piano, of which the supply, however, was 
necessarily limited. Meanwhile, the sepoys had lined 
the gaiden wall, which at that time ran within twcn^ 
yards of the rear of the house. From this position their 
picked marksmen directed their shots at the loopholes. 
while from the trees around, from the ditch of the coin- 
ponnd, fcom the doors and windows of the bungalow, an 
incessant fire was maintained throughout the twenty- 
four hours. If Mr. Boyle's fortification, like Jericho, 
coold have been brought to the ground by noise, it 
would certainly not have stood long. The mutineers, m 
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imitation of the besi^rs of Mansoul, in Bunyan's 
" Holy War," seemed determined to try all the senses 
round, and to enter at Nose-gate if they were repulsed 
at Ear-gate. Poor Mr. Wake, who provided the material 
both for the attack and the defence, had placed his 
honies in an inclosure under the walls of the outhouse. 
These were now shot by the sepoys; and the' Indian 
sun speedily produced effects which gave more annoy- 
ance to the garrison than the cannonade from the porch. 
But the contents of every knacker's cart in London 
might liavo been shot out under the verandah, without 
weakening the determination to resist to the last 
Some ingenious natives set fire to a Lu^ heap of the 
raw material of red pepper on the windward quarter, 
with the view of smoking out the Sahibs. But a lot of 
genuine Qui-hyes, with their palates case-hardened by 
many pungent curries, were not likely to be frightened 
at a bonfire of chilies. Since the first day, the muti- 
neers fought shy of any attempt to carry the place by 
storm: and not without reason: for, as a reserve to 
their trusty rifles, each Sahib had his fowling-piece, with 
e chai^ of number four shot for close quarters, lying 
snugly in the left-hand barrel Then they had hog- 
spears, and knew how to use them. The charge of a 
forty-inch boar, rising well in his spring, was at least as 
formidable as the rush of a sepoy. They had revolvers, 
too, with a life in every chamber^ — ^the weapon that is 
the very type of armed civilixation. On the wholes the 
besi^FB were not far wrong in regarding an attack by 
open force as a resource to be adopted only when all 
other devices had failed. 
Meanwhile the temper of the people inside was as 
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36 WEAT WENT ON INSIDK 

true as the metal of their gun-lock& Englishmen aie 
ilwaTB inclined to look at the bright side of things, as 
long as there is a bright side at which to look ; and 
tlie English spirit was well represented there. Young 
Cdnn was especiallj cheeifol himself, and the canse 
tliat cheerfiilness was in other mea The whole party 
. aooommodated their habits to their circamstances wiA 
great good-humonr. The Sikhs oocnpied the cellaraga 
The Sahibs lired and slept in the single room on the 
first floor, and took their meali» sitting on the stain 
sdMnre and below the landing-place^ on which the cloth 
was laid. On the wall above the hearth, Wake wrote a 
joonal of the events of each daj, in fall expectation 
that no other record would be left of what had taken 
idaoe within those devoted waUs. One moming the 
Jemmadar reported that the water with which his men 
had provided themselves had all been drunk out The 
Europeans offered to supply them out of their own 
store: but one Sikh obstinately refused to touch the 
same water as the Sahibs. He stoutly affirmed that he 
hmA. rather die of thirst than give in to such a scandalous 
^ece of latitndinarianism. It was not a time to dis- 
regard the whims and prejudices of any one of the 
gallant fellows^ whom neither fear nor lucre could tempt 
to be &lse to their salt So Natives and English to- 
gether set to work to dig a well in one of the vaults, and 
within twelve hours they had thrown out eighteen feet 
of earth by four, a depth at which they found abun* 
danoe of water. At the end of the week dose obser- 
vation oonvinoed them that the sepoys were engaged in 
numing % mine towards the back of the house. This 
jvstlj gave them greater alarm than any other machina- 
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tion of the enemy. But necessity is the mother of 
countermines ; and these amateur sappers soon made 
themselves as secure against the new peril that threat- 
ened them as their scanty means would admit 

And so they staved off destruction another day, and 
yet another. But a &r more terrible foe than Goer Sing 
now broke ground before the defences. The house had 
been provisioned for a week, and a week had already 
passed. Neither rifle, nor spear, nor British oourage^ nor 
Native fidelity, would avail aught^ when the rice and 
the flour had all been eaten. At Arrah, as at other 
Indian stations, where the residents know good meat 
from indifferent there was an institution called a 
mutton-club, the sheep belonging to which were feeding 
about the compound under the hungry eyed of their 
owners. But no one could show himself for a second 
outside the.walls and Uv& It might be a hundred^ it 
might be a hundred and fifty hours, (for who oould say 
beforehand how long human pluck and patience^ when 
put to the test could endure the last extreme of priva- 
tion 1) but the dread moment was steadily drawing on, 
when death must come by famine or by the bullets of 
the enemy. In no direction could they discern a gleam 
of light Ihe only force that was near enou^ and 
strong enough to march to the rescue had been routed 
and disoigimiaed. Ihe English troops at Buzar were a 
mere handful, not numerous enough to guarantee the 
safe^ of the station. Ihejdays of miracles had gone 
by, ttod it seemed that nothing short of a mirade oould 
deliver them. Unless it should come to pass that the 
aagel of the Lord should go forth by night and smite 
the camp of the besi^gers^ they felt that this world, with 
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itfi joys and troubles, would be all over for them ere but 
a few SUDS had set • 

The English troops at Buxar certainly were a mere 
handful But there was a man there who was neither 
a novice nor a pedant, neither a young soldier nor an old 
iroman. Wherever hard knocks had been going within 
the last twenty years — and during that period there was 
no lack — ^Vincent Eyre had generally managed to come 
in for a liberal allowance. In the Afghan war, the 
rou^est of schools, he had learnt to preserve an equal 
nund in arduous circumstances. When the intelligence 
of the outbreak, travelling with the proverbial speed oi 
bad news, reached the station of Buxar, Eyre at once 
made up his mind to march, without waiting to hear 
wheUier an expedition had started from Dinapora 
Parfaaps he was unwilling to leave the fate of the gar- 
rison entirely dependent on the energy and promptness 
of General lioyd. Perhaps he thought that a good 
thing like the relief of Arrah would bear doing twice 
owm. His force consisted of a hundred and fifty and 
four English bayonets, twelve mounted volunteers, and 
three fidd-pieces, with their complement of artillery- 
men. The distance to be traversed was fifty miles as 
the crow flies ; and, as the waters were out over the 
fM» of the oountij, and the population was in a state of 
open hostility, the march proved long and formidable. 
On the way. Eyre received tidings of the reverse sus- 
tained by Dunbar^s detachment It seemed foolhardy 
indeed to advance to the attack of an enemy who had 
just cut in pieces a force twice as strong as his own. 
Bot^ according to his view of the matter, this consider- 
ation did not in any wise affect the result of his rea- 



ffOW TO DO IT. 



89 



soning: His axiom was that Arrah must be relieved. 
There was no one else now left to do the business ; so 
of necessity it fell to hinu He had not many soldiers, 
and would be glad to have more. He did not share 
the sentiment of King Heniy at Agincourt He would 
have been delighted to see at his back a thousand or two 
of those men at Aldershott who did no work that day. 
But, as he had only a few, he must perform the woric 
with those few. So on he went^ nothing doubting. 

On the night of Sunday, the 2d of August^ our force 
bivouacked at Googerajgunga In the morning the 
enemy put in an appearance, and the march was one 
constant skirmish as &r as Bebeegunge, where the road 
crosses a deep nullah. The bridge had been destroyed ; 
and Eyre had nothing for it but to direct his course 
towards the railway embankment^ along which he hoped 
to force his way to Arrah. This route, however, was 
barred Ay a wood, in and about which was drawn up 
Ctfer Sing's whole force — two thousand five hundred 
mutineers, and the posts eomiUUut of the province, 
Estimated at eight thousand men. The rebels, whom 
thei]>recent success had inspired with unwonted con- 
fidence, did not wait to be attacked. The sepoy bugles 
sounded the "Assembly," then the '^ Advance," and 
finally the ''Double;" and their battalion^ in cdumns 
of companies, chaiged our guns in fronts but were 
driven back several times with great slaughter. Then 
they tried a surer game, and endeavoured to cmsh our 
line with a heavy point-blank musketiy fire. ''And 
"now,'' said Migor Eyre, "we had as much on our own 
" hands as we could manage." Laige numbers of the 
enemy stole round under cover of the trees, and raked 



m 



THE CHJBGS. 

our whole amy from either flank Themenh^gantofaU 
£ut; and, in an army of nine or ten score combatants, 
men cannot fall Out for many minutes together without 
serious consequenoea Our troops began to be disheart- 
ened, and to be painfully aware of the OYerwhelming 
odds against which they were contending. It was 
tiying work receiving twenty bullets for every one they 
fired. At such a moment the man of sterling stuff feels 
thai things cannot go well, unless he personally exerts 
himself to the utmost It is this state of mind that wins 
fi)ot-ball matcheSi and boat-races, and battles. Now or 
nereri was the word. The order was given, and our 
officers ran forHraid, sword in hand, towards the point 
where the enemy stood thickest^ with the men shouting 
at their heels. This appeared to the sepoys a most un- 
accountable proceeding ; but they were not ignorant of 
the great militaiy truth that "when two hostile parties 

* find themselves on the same ground one or the other 

* must leave it ; " and, as our people kept coming nearer 

and nearer with the expression on their &ces which the 

Sahibs always wear when they dont intend to turn 

back, they had no choice but to run for ii That chaige 

aaved Arrah. When once natives have given way, it is 

almost impossible to bring them again to the scratch. 

Coer Sing retreated, leaving on the ground six hundred 

of his followers, most of whom had been killed in the 

attack upon the battery ; and our poor little forces which 

he .had expected to devour at a single mouthful, gathered 

together the wounded, limbered up the guns, and with 

Hg^imfcil hearts pressed forward on its mission of de- 



When the garrison looked out of their loopholes at 



dawn, on the 3d, they were surprised at seeing none of • 
the besiegers stirring in the neighbouriiood. As thev 
were not the men to wait tamely for what might befaU 
them without doing something to help themselves, they 
sdhed forth and took this opportunity to get soni 
fresh air and replenUh their krder. After a haid chase 
shout the compound, they succeeded in capturing four 
sheep, which they brought back into the house amidst 
^ rejouang, together with one of the enem/s cannon. 
l^Uythe boom of guns was heard in the distance, 
and excited a strange hope which, but just now, they 
expected never again to experience. Towards evenini 

IJe beaten wbeh poured into the town in dire confosioiL 
lliey stoyed only to collect their plunder-in the sense 
mwhich the woid is employed both by a Yankee and 
an Enghshman— and marched off, bag and baffsace. 
never more to visit Airah, with the exception ofTi^ 
who rejumed fiom time to time in order to be piesent 

tl^r r? ''^^^°- On the morning of Tuesday, 
the4t.fi of August there was not a sepoy within miles 
of the station. And then our countiymen came forth, 
unwashed, unshaved, begrimed with dust and powder, 
iuiggani with anxiety and want of sleep, but very 
joyous and thankful at heart: pleased to stand once 
more beneath the open sky, and to roam fearlessly 
plough their old haunts, in which the twittering of 
hirds and the chirping of grasshoppem had succeeded 

to the ceaseless din of musketry ; pleased with the first 
long draught of sheny and soda-water, and with the 
cool breath of dawn after the atmosphere of a vaults 
without window or punkah, filled to suffocation with 
the smoke of their riflea With what fervour must they 
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lunre offered tbeir tribute of praise and gratitude to 
Almigbtj God — ^not for having smitten Amalek, and 
discomfited Moab; not for having overthrown their 
enemies, and dashed in pieces those that rose up against 
them; not for having abated the pride of Coer Sing, 
assuaged his malice, and confounded his devices — ^but 
because, in His mercy, He so decreed, and in His 
wisdom so arranged the order of the world, that civili- 
xation should prevail over brute force, fair dealing over 
treacheiy, and manly valour over sneaking cruelty, that 
•o all things might work together for our good and His 
honour! 

There are 'moments when an oppressive sense of 
Kineteenth Century weighs heavy on the soul ; when 
wt shudder to hear Mr. Cobden pronounce that one 
number of the Txme$ newspaper is worth the eight 
books of Thucydides. There are moments when we 
feel that locomotives and power-looms are not eveiy- 
fliing; that black care sits behind the stoker; that 
deeth knocks with equal foot at the door of the Turkey 
Bed Tarn Establishment Then it is good to turn from 
the perusal of the share-list ; from pensive reflections 
on the steadiness of piece-goods^ the languor of gunny- 
cloths, and the want of animation evinced by mule- 
twisty to the contemplation of qualities which are 
recognised and valued by all ages alike. It is good to 
know that trader and luxury, and the march of sc &« 
have not unnerved our wrists, and dulled our e i 
turned our blood to water. There is much ^mmon 
between Leonidas dressing his hair before he went forth 
to his last fights and Colvin laughing over his rice and 
eali while the bullets pattered on the wall like hail 
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Still, as in the days of old Homer, -CJowaids gain 
" neither honour nor safety; but men who respect them- 
"selves and each other for the most part go through the 
-battle unharmed.'* Still, as in Londonderry of old, 
the real strength of a besieged place consists not in the 
scientific oonstrucUon of the defences, nor in the mul- 
titude of the garrison, nor in abundant stores of pro- 
vision and ordnance, but in the spirit which is prepared 
to dare all, and endure all, sooner than allow the 
assaUants to set foot within the wall Though but six 
years have passed away, the associations of the events 
which I have related begin to grow dim. So changeable 
are the elements of Anglo-Indian society that not one 
of the defenders of the fortification is now resident at 
tlie sUtion. Ahready the wall, on which Wake wrote 
the diary of Uie siege, has been whitewashed ; and the 
inclosure, where the dead horses lay through those 
August days, has been destroyed ; and a party-waU has 
been built over the mouth of the well in the cellars; 
and the garden-fence, which served the mutineers as a 

first parallel, has been moved twenty yards back. Half 
a century more, and every vestige of the struggle may 
have been swept away. But, mt long as Englishmen 
love to hear of fidelity, and constancy, and courage 
beanng up the day against frightful odds, there is no 
fear lest they forget the name of "the littie house 
"atArrah." 
• _ 

Yoiirs very truly, 

H. Bbougbtov. 
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1 JOITBHir, A ORAin) TUMA8HA, kVO THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THB OIYIL SKBYICS OAREER. 



Calcutta, Jfare* 11 

Dear Snaatrs, — ^I hare lately witnessed some phases 
of life in India which have little in common with 
Calcntta grandeur and civilization. To begin with the 
tnyelling: I spent sixteen hours on the four hundred 
miles between the capital and Pbtna, and seventeen 
boors on the forty odd miles between Patna and 
Ifofussflpore. And uncommonly odd ones they were. 
I started at ten p.m. on the 9th of last month in the 
time-honoured palanquin. My suite comprised sixteen 
bearers, two fdlows with torches and four banghy- 
wallahs, who convey luggage in something resembling 
the received idea of the Scales in the zodiac The 
p^ormances of these thin-legged, miserable, rice-fed 
"missing links" are perfectly inexplicable according 
to our notions of muscular development Four picked 
readers of Kingsley would find it hard work to bring 
along an empty palanquin at their own pace ; whereas a 
aet of aixteen bearers will carry you and your traps at 
the rate of four and four and a half miles an hour for 
twenty leagues on end. The powers of the banghy- 
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wallahs are something portentoua Two of them took 
to MofussUpore, turn and turn about, a gun-case and a 
carpet-bag containing, among other things, twenty-eight 
pounds of shot and three hundred and ^^ bullets, 
going the whole way at a swing trot And yet the 
physical oonformation of these men is so fiail, that a 
blow on the body is liable to cause instant death. It 
is commonly believed that this proceeds from the laige 
size of the spleen : and, whether true or not, the theory 
has its advantages : for the lower classes of Europeans 
are a little too apt to be free with their fists, and the 
coolies who come in their way escape many a thrashing 
which would fall to their lot if their midrifis were less 
ticklish to meddle with. Recruits are always solemnly 
warned of this peculiarity in the Hindoo constitution 
by their comrades who have been some time in the 
country : and more than once a soldier, when seeking 
redress in a court of justice for a fraud or theft 
committed by a native, has excused himself for not 
having taking the kw into his own knuckles, by 
reminding the magistrate of the thinness of the de- 
fendant's pericardium. 

In the rainy season, the Ganges at Ptoia is a sheet 
of water six mfles in breadth; but in Februaiy it flows 
along two channels on either side of a low sandy island. 
On arriving at the first branch of the river, the whole 
company got on board a laige boat and we were ferried 
MTOss for the moderate remuneration of three mites 
a head. The bearers eigoyed the passage amazingly ; 
lianding about the fraternal hubble-bubUe^ and dis^ 
cussing whether the Sahib was a planter or a pdioe- 
officer— to which ktter opinion the migority eventually 
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1 J0UBHK7, A GRAND TUMASHA, AND THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE CIVIL SERVICE CAREER. 



Calcutta* Monk 11 

Dear SmK^rs, — I have latdy witnessed some phases 
of life in India which have litUe in common with 
Calentta grandenr and civilization. To b^in with the 
tnvelling: I spent sixteen hours on the four hundred 
miles between the capital and Patna, and seventeen 
hoars on the forty odd miles between Patna and 
Mofussilpore. And uncommonly odd ones they were. 
I started at ten p.m. on the 9th of last month in the 
time-honoured palanquin. My suite comprised sixteen 
IwarerB, two fellows with torches and four banghy- 
wallahs, who convey luggage in something resembling 
the leceiyed idea of the Scales in the zodiac. The 
peiformanoes of these thin-legged, miserable, rice-fed 
•'missiiig links" are perfectly inexplicable according 
to our notions of muscular development Four picked 
loedors of Kingsley would find it hard work to bring 
•long an empty palanquin at their own pace ; whereas a 
set of sixteen bearers will carry you and your traps at 
the rate of four and four and a half miles an hour for 
twen^ leagues on end. The powers of the banghy- 
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wallahs are something portentous. Two of them took 
to Mof ussapore, turn and turn about, a gun-case and a 
carpet-bag containing, among other things, twenty-eight 
pounds of shot and three hundred and fifty bullets^ 
going the whole way at a swing trot And yet the 
physical conformation of these men is so frail, that a 
blow on the body is liable to cause instant death. It 
is commonly believed that this proceeds from the large 
size of the spleen : and, whether true or not, the theory 
has its advantages : for the lower classes of Europeans 
are a little too apt to be free with their fists, and the 
coolies who come in their way escape many a thrashing 
which would fall to their lot if their midrifis were less 
ticklish to meddle with. Eecruits are always solemnly 
warned of this peculiarity in the Hindoo constitution 
by their comrades who have been some time in the 
country : and more than once a soldier, when seeldng 
redress in a court of justice for a fraud or theft 
committed by a native, has excused himself for not 
having taking the law into his own knuckles, by 
reminding the magistrate of the thinness of the de- 
fendant's pericardiuiTL 

In the rainy season, the Ganges at Patna is a sheet 
of water six miles in breadth ; but in Februaiy it flows 
along two channels on either side of a low sandy island. 
On arriving at the first branch of the river, the whole 
company got on board a lai^ boat, and we were ferried 
soross for the moderate remuneration of three mites 
a head. The bearers eryoyed the passage amazingly ; 
handing about the fraternal hubble-bubble^ and dis-' 
cussing whether the Sahib was a planter or a police- 
officer— to which latter opinion the majority eventually 
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lined, on the ground that he had black hair. We 
then croesed the island, and a little after midnight 
embarked on our second voyaga I fell asleep directly 
after we started, and awoke again at four in the 
morning to find the boat stuck fast on a sand-bank in 
the centre of the stream. The crew, three in number, 
were up to their middles in the water, in the last stage 
of exhaustion, vainly endeavouring to shove us oflf; 
while the other natives, twenty-two in all, reclined at 
their ease on the benches, waiting apparently till the 
first rains in June should set the vessel afloat The 
appearance of my head from the door of the palanquin 
produced isk instantaneous effect The whole party 
fell to upbraiding each other with indolence and selfish- 
nesByUntU at length one individual, more public-spirited, 
or, perhaps, more weak-minded than the rest^ slowly 
fixvested himself of his toga, and stepped over the 
bulwarks into the river. His exertions were not fol- 
lowed by any visible amelioration in our position, and, 
when this fact had been thoroughly realized by his 
companions, another lowered himself into the gulf with 
the most leisurely air of self-sacrifice. By the time it 
came to the Quintus Curtius, another half-hour had 
gone by, and I could stand it no longer. So I bundled 
the whole lot bodily into the water, and, after a great 
deal of sighing and grunting, we bumped gradually into 
a deeper channel, and arrived at the left bank without 
aiqr farther mishap. 

As it was now five o'clock, I resolved to get some 
breakfast at the dawk bungalowi which stood near the 
ftny. There was only one Sahib staying in the house ; 
a fiat dvil servant^ whom at first 1 mistook for Jos 
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Sedley. He was traveUing in most luxurious style, 
rl with a complete haJUerie de cuitine, and at least a dozen 
servants. He turned out to be a capital feUow, and 
provided me with a complete bieakfast — tea» fish, steak, 
and curry. When he learnt that I was a competition- 
wallah, he was highly delighted, and asked me whether 
I was a good scholar. Then, without waiting for a 
reply, he informed me that the classics were his hobby; 
that they had long formed his only recreation, with the 
exception of pig-sticking; and that his mind was so 
thoroughly imbued with the literature of Greece that it 
had become positively Hellenized. To this I replied 
that our nature gradually moulds itself till it resembles 
the object of our favourite pursuit ; which was rather 
an unlucky observation, as he was wonderfully like a 
pig. However, he took the remark in a favourable 
sense, and proceeded to tell me that the study of the 
ancients was the passion of his mature years. He had 
not been remarkable for early proficiency: although, 
indeed, on one occasion, he had come within seven of 
the classical medal at Haileybury. He was at present 
engaged on a work, the scheme of which, he flattered 
himself, was both judicious and original It was neither 
more nor less than the rendering of the 'Lays of 
" Ancient Home " back into the ballad poetry of which 
they are supposed to be translations. This, when com- 
plete, would, he observed, be a *XP^f^ MotL" He 
then repeated the opening linos of " ISjcsn&vjC which 
ran thus : — 

* " En I Lan Clvtimit pv tor tnt Ponan* IXfw 

Jurat Tarqaioiot ne longa ii^iirU TUMt 
8e prorininuii. Per tor trw Ponnia IMtm 
Jvat, et Awonun oartom produMl «Uqi«. 
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deennwe foUi ad ortu, 
JuBt, Bonunqne, NotmnqiMv 
•gflMA 'ad tima' TOOATitt 'ad 
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*0\giBntr he cried, "the lepetitaon in the last lin& 
"The fint *ad arma* maj be supposed to be th6 
•Biisimonfl to battle; the second is^ as it were, the 
^ vnrrenal answer of the people. Is it not life-like?" 
I replied that it might be like life, but that it certainly 
WM not like the production of a Boman bard who lired 
mora than three centuries before Yiigil was bom or 
HMmg^ o£ I reminded him that the hexameter was 
bo no wed fiom Greece at a later period than that 
inagimdd by Macanlay as the date of this poem, and 
•Qggested that thft Satomian metre would be mors 
a p p ro pri atcL He asked for a specimen, and I repeated 
Ifaa only lines in that measure with which I was 
aeqiiainted :-» 

** n Vsflo potts, 6bm Mspi ladomtiir, 
DtdMataidimlbtoUi: dkbtrntaidiimMetam:** 

an attack upon the poet which was called forth by the 
epigEam:— 

«* Fato KataUi fiimt Boma eonaQlw:** 

a sating the point of which is so pretematurally nuld, 
tliai it is difficult to account for the bitterness which it 
gittted. Hereupon my companion's countenance as- 
anmied an air of thought, and he retired into his bed- 
laom, whence he emeiged after an interval of about an 
hamr, with the information that he had re-written the 
eommancement of the lay in a manner which undoubtedly 
dijpligrad considerable powers of adaptation *.-«- 
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«/ JU OJfir THE OPJIESS.'' 

** Ab nrlM rex amieiif ebm acpe pellaratiir, 
Koz Ponena minacii oolion Etniaca Boms 
Babit malmn raperiMi ; dabit malum raparbflk** 

Almost immediately afterwards I set off again on my 
journey, not without painful mi^vings as to what my 
friend would do now that he had used up all his mode] 
in the first three lines of his poein. 

About half-way to Mofussilpore we came upon a 
native lying ^eep under a tree at the side of the load. 
The bearers stopped, and informed me that he was a 
dawk runner, carrying the post, and that, wnenever the 
Sahibs saw a dawk runner asleep or loitering, they 
always got out and beat him with their feet On sub- 
sequent inquiry, I found that the statement was cornet 
The postmen are bound to travel at the rate of six 
miles an hour; but in point of fact they never go 
bqrond a walk. I^ however, an 'RngliAmnn heaves in 
sight they set oB, and puff and blow like a pedestrian 
who is trying to look as if he were being outrun by 
Deeifoot Not wishing to appear ignorant of the 
custom of the country^ I alighted, and b^gan banging 
the man about with my umbrella, and asked him what 
the Son of Morning he meant by his conduct It 
turned out that my seal was misplaced; lor when 
returning consciousness disclosed to him the presence 
of a Sahib with an avenging alpaca, he looked up in 
my &Ge with an air of reproachful innocence, and said: 
".Main dawk nahin hi Main express hi* (I am not 
the dawk ; I am only the express.) 

The omnipresence of "hi* never fails to impxess a 
new oomec As it forms the termination to four sen- 
tences out of jBve^ he at first imagines that it is an 
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intojeeiion with a sense of command. He deiinoes 
tliis theoiy partly fiom the fad that at home the 
ptrtiele in question is exdnsirely employed by Ims- 
dnreis as a prdiminaxy to ronning over deaf people; 
and partly from the piofiision with which the word is 
iMed out heze hy EngUshmen in giving their orders to 
iaSmm^ He therefore tacks it on to the end of the 
«^ftM> of any artide which he may require, exdaim- 
iag with touching confidence, "Belattee Pawnee hit" 
"Beer Shrab hit"— a form of expression which 
simply amoonts to predicating the existence of those 



A; five o'clock in the afternoon we had still an hoards 

jouniey before ns. As it was no longer too hot to be 

pleasant^ I sent on the pa)kee and my luggage, and 

walked into the station alone. The last two miles lay 

tbxoo^ the BajBaar. I was surprised, and not much 

flattered, by the indifierence to my presence shown by 

'-4lia ladies seated in the verandahs bordering on the 

-TomL Whether travellers by profession have a higher 

• opinion of their own personal charms than any other 

dass of men, I cannot say, but their books usually 

laem with passages in this style: 

"The fair daughter of Mahomet^ as the sound of 
'wheels reached her ears, drew over her stately head, 
«in playful haste, the veil which religion and custom 
-alike prescribe^ but not so quickly as to rob the 
'* stranger of one glance at her dark features and chiselled 

-hfow, worthy of a home in the Paradise of the 
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Jmxk behind the lattice issued bom time to time 
la of suppressed laughter, while a careful oh- 



"server might note a gaselle-like orb peering through 
"the firamework in curious admiration of tiie ruddy 
" countenance and stalwart form of the young Frank." 

My own impression is, that a native female troubles 
herself as little' about young Franks as a Yorkshire 
girl about young Oentoos. A reduse^ who knew the 
world only from books, would imagine that all women 
were of exquisite beauty, and thought about nothing 
from morning till night except the admiration which 
they excited. This is only another form of the fietble of 
the lion and the sculptor. If the immense minority 
of books had been written by women, the conventionid 
idea would have attributed good looks and coquetry 
to meiL Poetry would have been full of tapering mous- 
tsobios and waving whiskers, and ApoUos de Medid, 
and men, in their hours of ease, uncertain, coy, and hard 
to please., A strong proof of the rapid spread of oulti*. 
vation and knowledge among English ladies is aflforded 
by the fad, that much of the nonsense about bright 
eyes and cruel charmers with which the literature of 
a century ago is larded would not be tolerated by 
modem readers. We owe this to Miss Austen, Currer 
Bell, Harriet Martineau, and othen of their sex, who 
have shown by indisputable proofs that women are good 
for something better than to point a sonnet or adorn an 
eclogue. 

At every turn of the road I came upon a policeman 
in a bright blue tunic, tight yellow pantaloons, and a 
red pugree or turban. It is some time before the mind 
can grasp the conception of police, in a country where 
the cooks are all of the male sex, and where religion 
forbids the consumption of cold mutton. The absence 
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of ueas is compensated to a certain extent by the 
TiDage well, whither the officer on duty retires occa- 
sionany to refresh himself with a drink and a flirtation. 
The police force is in a state of reorganization over the 
whole Bengal Presidency. Under the old system, the 
duties were left nnperformed by a watchman in eveiy 
Tillage, and by a Thannadar, or Government officer, 
who was a person of no small anthorily, having Bur- 
Vf^%jiay«Mi under him, and saying to this man, " Find 
"me a cqlprit^ or I will give you a hundred lashes;" 
and to another, *Pay me down twenty rupees, and 
*I win let you have six houis* law;" and to the civil 
■ervant in charge of the district, ** Sahib, the murderer 
* has escaped over the frontier disguised as a Fakeer." 

CTbe new police has been constructed on the Irish 
model They are entrusted with various services which 
once fell to detachments ftom the regular army ; such 
«• guaiding prisons, escorting treasure, and such like. 
Thb inspectors and su^rintendents are taken for the 
most part from among regimental officers, and it is 
said that the tendency of the new force is become too 
decidedly militaiy. The detective element is certainly 
latber weak at present; but it is better thus than that 
the constables who are supposed to check crime should 
be a gang of Jonathan Wilds, which was too often the 
ease before the present reforms began to take effect 
Ibe same complaint is brought against the Irish police. 
Ibe magnificent fellows who parade in pairs, rifle on 
aboolder, along the highroads of Mayo and Limerick, 
eonaider it a great feat to capture an iUidt still once 
eveiy two years in a region where nine-tenths of the 
whidc^ on sale has never paid duty. In time of peace 



there is something droll in the mixture of dislike and 
contempt with which they are regarded by the country 
people When the tourist finds himself obliged to wade 
a stream, the chances are that he will be told by his 
guide that there was a beautiful bridge two years ago^ 
which the police broke down by marching over it 'in 
stepi It is needless to add that this accusation is 
merely the form in which the popular seutiment has 
thought fit to 'express itself 

It was just daric when I arrived at the CoUectoratSL 
My cousin Tom welcomed me warmly, if warmth can 
be connected with anything pleasant in such a i*]i"ifttft 
as this. In eastern imagery, the idea of comfort and 
solace is expressed by similes which imply protection 
from heat and glara "* Like the shadow of a great 
" rock in a weary land," would mean very little on Ben 
Cruachan .or the Scawfell Pikes. If in the course dt 
time the language of our countrymen in ThHia adapts 
itself to their altered tropics, we shall talk about our 
hearts cooling towards a kindred nature, and our dis- 
appointment at meeting with a hot reception from an 
old friend. 

There was a large diimer-parfy in the evening, and 
every guest on his arrival was duly acquainted with my 
having performed the last four miles of my journey on 
foot It was very amusing to observe the increduUty 
with which this statement was received by some, and 
the hilarity which it excited in others. That ghasUy 
allusion to the supposed poverty of one's feet^ which 
apparently had just penetrated to Bahar, was freely 
drawn upon for my benefit One or two old Indians 
were seriously put out at such a piece of enthusiastio 
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follj ; and a young assiBtant-magistiate, who had won 
the mile race at Eton, and who, in the long vacation 
before he came oat, had discovered three passes in 
Switierland, talked of my ** superabundant eneigy * with 
Ilia languid pity of an Oriental voluptuaiy. From the 
moment when he is cheated in the purchase of his first 
boggy by a third-hand dealer in Calcutta, to the time 
when, amidst an escort of irregular cavaliy, he dashes 
thioogh wondering villages in all the state of a lieu- 
tenant-governor, your true civil servant never goes 
i^-^DOt on the highroad for a hundred yards together. 
And .this does not proceed from indolence or cfTemi- 
naej : for a Mofussil ofificial, on the most dim rumour 
of bear or tiger, will cany his gun for days over ground 
that would heartily disgust an English sportsman. But 
hones and grooms and fodder are so cheap out here, 
and the standard of incomes so high, that no one need 
walk except for pleasure; and the pleasure of walking 
in Bengal is, to say the least, equivocal During the 
whole of my stay in these parts, this feat provided a 
subject for inexhaustible chafi^ with the smallest con- 
ceivable admixture of grain. 

It so happened that the Bajah of Futtehgunge, which 
lies somewhere in the outskirts of this district, called 
at Mofussilpore on his way back from the Durbar, or 
lev^ held by the Viceroy at Agra. He had invited all 
the English residents to a grand tumasha at his camp, 
which was to take place the evening after my arrival 
A 'tumasha* is aujrthing special in the way of amuse- 
ment; a fieast, a ball, or a play. The word has a magical 
eileet upon the native mind. On one occasion, a friend 
<d mina prevailed upon his bearer to submit to an 



agonizing series of electric shocks, under the assurance 
that the proceeding was a " tumasha." 

We left the Collectorate at nine at night, and drove 
to the tents, which were nearly half a mile off, between 
hedges of bkziug lights, in three rows, one above 
another. The B^jah received us at the entrance of 
the pavilion ; and, after mutual compliments, we seated 
ourselves on a row of arm-chairs on either side of the 
great man. • The scene was very pictuiesqua The 
tent, which was of immense extent^ open at the sides, 
was thronged with guards and retainers in the most 
goigeous costumes, studded with gems which glittered 
and twinkled in the fitful flaring torohlight In the 
darkness outside thronged the whole popuktion of the 
neighbourhood. The centre was spread with a broad 
rich carpet^ on which were seated the performers. 
First came a nautch, wliich afforded a striking example . 
of the profound dissimilarity in taste between Asiatics 
and Europeans. I have witnessed the exhibition of 
Mr. Woodin ; I have seen Charles Kean enact the lover 
in a sentimental comedy ; I have a horrible dream of 
having sat through the explanation of the comic difr* 
solving views at the Polytechnic Institution; but^ thou^ 
a being of awful experiences, I could not have believed 
in the existence of an entertainment so extravagantly 
dull as a nautcL A young lady not remarkable for 
her charms, dressed in a very splendid robe, which was 
several inches too long for her, came forward a &w 
paces, stumbling over her skirts, and commenced a 
recitation in a singular and monotonous key, acoouH 
panied by three musical instruments of barbaric fashion, 
which I concluded to be sackbuts and dulcimera She 
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•tug the praises of Tom Ooddard, his early promise^ 

his beauty, his high birth. She related how he ex- 

eelled all his companions in manly exercises, and how 

the Moonshees, who conducted his education, foretold 

his lotare greatness. (The fact is, that he was the most 

Doteioas muff on Bigside, and that the Principal of 

Haileybaiy threatened him with expulsion at the end 

of erery teixn.) Then she described how the deities of 

the sea made smooth the waves around the prow of the 

ship which bore him across the black water. (He was 

unable once to leave his cabin between Southampton 

•nd Alexandria) How, when ho sat upon the bench 

of judgment^ all wondered at the precocious wisdom of 

the youthful sage, and how the rulers of the land vied 

to do him honour, and disputed with each other the 

possession of so bright a jewel (He began his public 

career in the north-west, under a magistrate who 

i Bv e rsed three-fourths of his decisions, and made it a 

personal favour that he should be removed to Bahar, 

where he turned over a new leaf.) She then spoke 

of the condition of the province over which he now 

ezteoded his fostering care. She told us that the 

period of his government was the golden age of the 

district ; that force and fraud were unknown throughout 

the borders ; that the planter did not grind the ryot, 

nor the ryot write libels on the planter; that the fields 

wen white with poppies, and that grain had fallen 

three seers in the rupee ; that fuller vats foamed with 

Uner indigo, and more vigilant policemen watched over 

enqptier jaiLiL At this point of the eulogium, Tom, 

who had only the day before committed twenty-three 

daooiti^ Unshed visibly — a performance to which I had 



thought him unequal All this while, two stunted girls 
had been coming forward at intervals of some minutes^ 
who, after waving their arms in time to the music, 
turned short round and ran back to their places. 
Meantime, another woman, with a sword between her 
teeth and beUs on her fingers, was throwing about her 
head and hands in most ungraceful contortiona And 
this is the famous nautch, on which natives of the 
highest class 'gaze in rapture for three, four, six hours 
together I 

To the nautch succeeded the drolleries of a company 
of comedians, ten or twelve in number. The Bigah 
* had prudently given them a hint to be careful, feeling 
that even greater reverence is due to collectors than to 
boy& The affair, in consequence^ was grossly proper, 
but excessively childish and absurd. It b^gan with 
imitations of various animals — the peacock amongst 
others — which was represented by an ancient man with 
a long white beard, evidently the Bobson of the troupe, 
who held up a lighted torch behind him to represent 
the bird's tail, and ran round and round cackling like*^ 
a goose as he was. After this a number of scenes were ^ 
enacted, in which the old fellow always played the 
principal character. At one time he was an Arab 
stable-keeper, while the others were grooms, horses^ and 
customers. On another occasion he was a magistrate 
in Cutcheny, who, when a knotty case is brought before 
&im, sends it to be deterfnined by the Joint Sahib (as 
the natives designate the joint magistrate) and calls for 
a light to his cigar. Finally, all the rest of the par^ 
lay down on their backs, and clapped their hands, 
while he passed a lighted torch over them. Hue was 
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febU J supposed to suggest the idea of a pyrotechnical 
ezbibitioiL 

We were roused from, the profound melaiicholy into 
which we had been thrown by this specimen of Eastern 
humour, by a summons ftom our host to take supper 
previously to witnessing a display of fireworks. A 
magnificent banquet was laid out in an adjoining tent 
We each sipped a glass of wine, and, declining any 
mote solid refreshment, proceeded to mount a sort of 
grand stand, which had been erected for our accommo- 
dation, leaving the feast to be devoured by two deputy 
,'opiitm agents and an Irish gentleman, who, according 
to his own account^ was engaged on a tour for the 
purpose of collecting facts with a view to entering upon 
public life, but who was very generally supposed to be 
Haynes the murdcror — a report that was eventually 
tzaced home to the assistant-magistrate, who had been 
persuaded by the stranger into purchasing a spavined 
hoEsa The dulness of the nautch certainly had not 
oommunicated itself to the firoworks. Bockets, wheels, 
flowerpots^ fountains, Bahar lights, Boman candles, 
were fiadng and blazing in cveiy direction. There was 
no attempt at effect or grouping. Men rushed about 
with torches, lighting anything that stood most con- 
venient Within twenty minutes a good two hundred 
V-poonds' worth of gunpowder must have flashed away 
into the illimitable. The whole entertainment could 
not have cost the B^jah less than four thousand rupees; 
and yet the same man would think ten rupees a year a 
very handsome subscription to the dispensary or the 
pdiooli in his own town. 

ISie motive for this profusion is evident enough. All 
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the world within a hundred miles will hear that the 
Fnttehgunge man has induced the Sahibs of MofiuH 
silpore to be present at a tumasha ; and the Bigah of 
Doodiah, his dearest enemy, will not know a momen^s^ 
peace until he has achieved the same honour. Under 
the feeble rule of the Mogul, these great landholders 
exercised an absolute authority within their own 
borders, and made war upon each other with con- 
siderable gusto. Since we have been in the country 
they have been forced to confine their rivalry to 
quarrels concerning precedence, and endless litigation 
about every imaginable subject At one of Lord - 
Canning's Durbars a dispute arose between two B^jahs, 
as to which should be presented the first They agrted 
to refer the decision to an eminent member of the 
Council then present, who proposed that they should 
settle the point by the ordeal of tossing up. They, 
answered that they would be quite ready to adopt his 
suggestion for that occasion only, but that the matter 
was one which concerned all time, and must not be 
lightly disposed oC Accordingly the Englishman whom 
they had appointed arbiter, went thoroughly into the 
question, studied their respective genealogies, and drew 
up a report which was generally aUowfidJobe con- C 
clusiva The unsuccessful claimant retired almost ^ 
broken-hearted. 

Next day the servants of the Bigah came with the ^ 
intimation that the grea^ man would pay us a visit in 
the course of the morning. They brought Tom a dolly, 
which is the name given to the only description of 
present that Government servants are permitted to * 
accept A dolly consists of trays of provisions^ tb^ 
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number of which is regulated by the rank of the penon 
to whom the compliment is paid. Thus, a lieutenant^ 
goremor gets fifty trays, while I, as a hanger-on of 
Tom's, came in for a litQe dolly of ten. The size of 
the offerin£^ however, is of no consequence at all, as 
the only article that an Knglishman ever dreams of 
touching is the box of Cabul grapes, of which each 
dolly, great or small, contains one and only ona The 
Inige unsightly fish, the heaps of greasy sweetmeats, 
and the piles of nondescript fruit and vegetables, are 
appropriated by your servants, who are in a state of 
plethora for fbrty-eight hours after, and of dyspepsia 
doling the whole of the next week. 

Towards noon the Bigah came with a following of 
dghteen or twenty cavaliers, mounted on raw-boned 
iMines daubed with paint according to the taste of their 
liden^ and about two score guards on fi)ot| armed with 
halbertfl^ sabres, and blunderbusses of that bell-mouth 
ftnn which the Irish landlord knows so welL ** Oft in 
•the stilly night** he descries a tall hat peering over a 
neighbouring stone wall, in company with that primitive 
weapon, which, after a laudable ^ort at missing fire; 
belches forth a shower of slugs and rusty nails and 
copper hal4>ence; as an instalment of the rint which has 
been withhold. Then he rides home cautiously, looking 
out fbr the gates which have been taken off their hinges 
and laid across his horse's track ; and, while his wife 
jp£kM the bits of old iron out of his back, he discusses 
with the police seigeant the identity of the man who 
lias been oompdled by a crisis in his affairs to bonow 
the villsge blunderbuss. A Government less powerfU 
HbtOk our own might object to the troops of armed raga- 
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muffins who Kve at the expense of the great noblemen 
of these parts. But it is well understood, that all this 
state is merely maintained with a view to keep np their 
position in the eyes of their countrymen. There is no 
one who gets so Httle fun for his money as your rich 
Hindoo. He lives in a wretched doghole, and feeds on 
rice and spices and sweetstuff, like the meanest shop, 
keeper. Yet he is always in debl^ always mortgaging 
his land to planters, and screwing his tenants, and 
cheating and being cheated by his agents and bailiffs. 
The mass of his income goes to gratify what is neither 
more nor less than the genuine spirit of snobbishness. 
The Eajah of Doodiah has forty armed men in attend- 
Mice :— he must have fifty. The Bajah of Nflpore keeps 
eighty riding horses :— he must keep a hundred, although 
he never stirs out except in a litter. And yet Thackeray 
will have it that snobbishness is the peculiar weakness 
of Britons I— the crying sin for which fire from heavwi 
is to descend upon Brompton, and turn Islington into a 
sea of brimstone I 

What is the champagne fifom the publio-house round 
the comer, and the greengrocer in white cotton gloves 
inaking off with a cold chicken in his umbrella, to the 
gigantic ruinous pretension and display of a highborn 
zemindar? I hate this ignorant abuse of everything 
English. It is an ill novelist that fouls its own nest Is 
It really the &ct that in England, of all countries in the 
• '^^ridt a titled fool can command the worship of society, 
while merit without a handle to its name is doomed to 
contempt and sixpenn'orth of beef fipm the oookshop I 
If Mr. Gladstone were a Hindoo gentleman of limited 
tteans, his rare mental gifU would certainty not com- 
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111 CONTEBSATION WITH THE RUJH. 

pennte in the cBfcimatioii of the community for his defi- 
dencj of rupees. K Mr. Roiipell were the wealthiest 
landholder in Tirhoot or Chumparun he might accuse 
iiimaelf of forgery for thirty hours out of the twenty- 
. - four without losing an atom of his influence and power. 
But it is the same in eveiything. Though the marriage 
fieis moresaciedin Enghind thanin any other European 
- oommunity ;— though our literature is pure compared 

' . * with the German, and prudery itself by the side of the 
productions of modem France ;— there are writers who 
perpetually inyeigh against our licentiousness and im- 
morality. In spite of hospitals and refuges, and shoe- 
black brigades, and Lancashire Relief Funds, you would 
judge from the sermons of some clerical horse-leeches 
thai there was neither charity nor humanity throughout 
oar island. We are not inclined to self-glorification. 
We have no Fourth of July, and we do not desire to 
hare ona But it is affectation to deny that, as nations 
go^ we honestly strive to learn what our duties are, and 
to f olfil them to the best of our abilitiea 

The Rajah's address, like that of all Bengalee . 
grandees in the presence of Englishmen, was a curious 
compound of solemnity and serrllity. He told us a 
little about the Durbar, and we told him a little about 
the Great Exhibition. He spoke of the approaching 
marriage of the Prince of Wales, and expressed his 
aoiprise at that ceremony having been deferred till the 
bridegroom was twice the age at which he himself 
had taken his first wifa He informed us that a report 
prevailed in Bahar to the effect that the Muscovites, 
^ MF^mk^A by the King of Boum, were on the point of 
^tffli'^g up the Persian Oulf to the rescue of Brigadier 
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Jefferson Lincoln. My cousin advised him to have his 
son vaccinated, and in return he made a wild attempt to 
get his assessment lowered. Tom pretended to mistake 
his meaning, and answered that the Goverrmient was 
inclined to regard with favour the zemindars who pro- 
moted the cause of popular education by example and 
pecuniary assistance. Upon this the B^jah, who found 
the conversation growing unprofitable^ took his leave, and 
drove away amidst .a salute from all the fire-arms in his 
train which were capable of going off on so short a 
notice. This proceeding raised the most lively appre- 
hension in the breast of the Irish gentleman, who was 
in a state of feverishness tempered with belattee-pawnee 
after the dissipation of the previous eveninn^ Under 
the impression that a mutiny was on foot, and that the 
Biyah, with all the native police of the district^, was 
besieging the CoUectorate, he rushed out in his night-^ 
shirt and drawers, with a gun cocked and loaded, and 
was with some difficulty prevented from shooting Tom's 
principal Sudder Ameen, an eminently respectable 
Baboo in high judicial employ, who happened to be the 
first native that came in his way. 

Thft Jnflifln fjiyjl SAryj ^^ jg undoubtedly a VCTV fi ne 

cgiser. Here is Tom, in his- thirty-first year, in charge 
of a population as numerous as that of England in the 
reign of Elizabeth His Buighley is a joint magistrate 
of eight-and-twenty, and his Walsingham an assistant- 
xnagistmte who took his degree at Christ Church within 
the last fifteen months. These, with two or three super- 
intendents of police, and, last, but by no means leasts a 
>judge, who in rank and amount of salary stands to Tom 
> ^in the position which the Lord Chancellor holds to the 

I 
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Piime MiniBter^ are the only EnglisH officials in a 
proYince one hundred and twenty miles by seventy. 

Yon most not imagine, my own Simkins, that a col- 
lector in Bahar at all resembles the individual at home 
who comes round with a pen in his mouth, leaving a 
notification at his fiist visit, and a surcharge at his next^ 
and finally bringing a wheelbarrow and pickaxe to cut 
off your water, neglecting at eveiy stage alike to scrape 
his shoes before he enters your halL The employi who 
rejoices in the full dipiity of collector and magistrate, 
in addition to the special duty of handling the revenue 
< asd' determining all questions connected with the Land 
Settlement^ is the chief executive authority in the 
district to which he is attached His freedom of action 
is controlled by none but the commissioner, who pre- 
sides over a division of five or six districts, and whose 
immediate superior is the Lord Sahib or Lieutenant- 
Crovemor, who is inferior only to the Burra Lord Sahib 
. or Viceroy, who owns no master save the Secretaiy of 
State, for whom the natives have not invented a Jtitle, 
and of whom they probably know very little^ except 
ihej happen to be in the service of a planter, in which 
case they have heard that functionary anathematizcrl by 
their master whenever indigo showed any symptom of 
heaviness* or the ryots of independence^ 

Work in India is so diversified as to be always in- 
teresting. During the cold season, the collector travels 
about his district, pitching his camp for a night at one 
place, and for three days at another ; while at the laiger 
towns he may find sufficient business to occupy him for 
a weeL Tent-life in the winter months is veiy enjoy- 
able^ eepedally to a man who has his heart in his 
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duties. It is pleasant^ after having spent the forenoon 
in examining schools and mspeoting infirmaries^ and 
quarrelling about the sites of bridges with the super- 
intending engineer in the Public Works Department to 
take a light tiffin, and start off with your gun and your 
assistant-magistrate on a roundabout ride to the next 
camping-ground. It is pleasant to dismount aft a likely 
piece of grass, and, flushing a bouncing Uack partridge, 
to wipe the eye of your subordinate ; and then to miss 
a hare^ which your bearer knocks over with his stick, 
pretending to find the marks of your shot in its fore- 
quarter. It is pleasant* as you reach the rendesvous in 
the gloaming, rather tired and very dusty, to find your 
tents pitched, and your soup and cuxxy within a few 
minutes of perfection, and your kitmutgar with a bottle 
of lemonade, just drawn fsom its cool bed of sal^petre^ 
and the*head man of the village ready with his report 
of a deadly affray that would have tsken place if you 
liad come in a day later. Is not this better than the 
beart-sickness of briefs deferred ; thei dreary chambers* 
and the hateful lobby; the hopeless struggle against 
the sons of attorneys and the nephews of railway- 
directors ; the petition to be put into one of the law 
offices, that you may eat a piece of bread f Is it not 
better than grinding year after year at the school-mil], 
teaching the young idea how to turn good English 

. verBes into bad Latin ; stopping the allowanoes* and 
paring down the journey-money; crowding as many 
particles into an iambic as the metre will bearf Is it 
not better than hanging wearily on aft ooUege; feeling 

your early triumphs turn to bitterness ; doubting whether 
to class yourself with the old or the young; seeing 
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ttnmnd yoa an ever-changing auoceseion of lada, who, as 
fitft as thej grow to be finends and companions to you, 
pass away into the world, and are no more seen ? 

During ten months in the year the collector resides 
at the station. Ihe Government does not provide its 
servants with house-room ; but they seldom experience 
any 'inconvenience in finding suitable accommodation, 
for the native landlords make a point of reserving for 
eveiy official the residence which had been occupied by 
his predecessor. Ko advance in terms will tempt them 
to let the judge's bungalow to any but the judge, or to 
tom the joint Sahib out of the dwelling which has 
been appropriated to joint Sahibs ever since that class 
of functionaries came into being. ~ They charge a veiy 
moderate lent^ which includes the cost of gardeners and 
•weepers for the use of the tenant This is an effect 
of the passion for conferring obligations upon men in 
anthorify which exists in the mind of every Hindoo. 
The life of a collector in the Mofussil is varied and 
^Qgtling even in the hot weather. He rises at daybreak, 
imd goes straight from his bed to the saddle, llien off 
Oie gallops across fields bright with dew to visit the 
raoene of the late dacoit robbery; or to see with his 
own eyes whether the crops of the zemindar who is so 
unpunctual with his assessment have reaUy failed ; or 
to watch with fond parental care the progress of his pet 
embankment Perhaps he has a run with the bobbeiy 
pack of the station, consLsting of a superannuated fox- 
hound, four beagles, a greyhound, the doctor's retriever, 
and a Skye terrier belonging to the assistant-magistrate, 
who unites in his own person the offices of M. F. H., 
hontmaa, and whipper-in. They probably start a jackal. 
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who gives them a sharp run of ten minutes, and takes 
refuge in a patch of sugar-cane ; whence he steals away 
in safety while the pack are occupied in mobbing a 
fresh fox and a brace of wolf-cubs, to the delight of 
a remarkably full field of five sportsmen, with one pair 
of top-boots amongst them. On their return, the whole 
party adjourn to the subscription swimming-bath, where 
they find their servants ready with clothes, razors, and 
brushes. 'After a few headers, and " chota hasree," or 
" little breakfast,* of tea and toasts flavoured with the 
daily papers and scandal about the commissioner, the 
collector returns to his bungalow, and settles down to 
the hard business of the day. f Seated under a punkah 
iu his verandah, he works through the contents of one 
despatch-box, or " bokkus," as the natives call it^ after 
another; signing orders, and passing them on to the 
neighbouring collectors ; dashing through drafts, to be 
filled up by his subordinates ; writing reports, minutes, 
digests, letters of explanation, of remonstrance, of warn- 
ing, of commendatioiLyWoon finds him quite ready for 
a d^ner d la faurehute, the favourite meal in the 
Mofussil, where the teatray is lost amidst a crowd of 
dishes— fried fisli, curried fowl, roast kid and mint- 
sauce, and mango-fooL Then he sets off in his buggy 
to Cutcherry, where he spends the afternoon in hearing 
and deciding questions connected with land and revenue. 
If the cases are few, and easy to be disposed of, he may 
get away in time for three or four games at rackets in 
the new court of glaring white plaster, which a rich 
native has built^ partly as a speculation, and partly to 
please the Sahibs. Otherwise, he drives with his wife on 
the raccHJourse ; or plays at billiards with the inspector 
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lie INDIAN LADIES. 

of police ; or, if horticultuially inclined, superintends 
the labours of his MoUies. Then follows dinner, and 
an hour of reading or music. By ten o'clock he is m 
bed, with his little ones asleep in cribs, enclosed within 

the same mosquito curtains as their parents. 

The ladies, poor things, come in for aU the disagree- 
ables of up-country life. Without plenty of ^ork, India 
ia unbearable. That alone can stave off languor and 
a depth of oMui of which a person who has never left 
i Europe can form no conception. In a cUmate which 
i keeps every one within doors from eight in the mormng : 
1 tai five in the evening, it is, humanly speaking, im-, 
1 possible to make sufficient occupation for yoursell, if ib 
does not come to you in the way of business. Aftersj 

vrobnged absence ftom home, reviews and newspapers 
tecome uninteresting. Good noveb are limit«i in, 
mimber, and it is too much to expect that a lady diould 

lead history and poetry for six hours every day. mat 
wdl-reguli^ female can make dress an object in a 
aodety of a down people, who know her rank to a tittle. 
and her income to a pice ; or music, when.hcr audience 
ooDsiats of a Punkah-wallah and a Portuguese Ayah? 
Sonw Udies, as a matter of conscience, go veiy doedy 
into the details of household affairs; but after a time 
they come to the condudon that it is better to allow 
the servants to cheat within a certain margin, for tiie 
sake of peace and quietness ; for cheat they will, do 
what you may. Oh 1 the dreariness of that hour in the 
middle of the long day, when the children are adeep. 
and your husband has gone to tiffin with the judge, 
and the book-dub has sent nothing but Latham's 
•Nationalities of Europe," and three refutations of 
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Colenso (who seems to take fui unconscionable amoimt 
of refuting considering the size of his publication), and 
the English poet has oome in yesterday, with nothing 
but a letter from your old governess, congratulating you 
for being settled among the associations of the Mahom- 
medan conquerors of India, and asking you to take 
some notice of her nephew, who is in the office of the 
Accountant-Oeneral of Bombay. It is veiy up-hill work 
for a lady out here to keep up her spirits and pluck, 
and her interest in general subjects. The race-week, 
the visit to her sister in the Puojab, the hope of being 
ordered down to Calcutta^ the reminiscences of the sick- 
leave, and the anticipations of the forlough, are the 
consolations of a life which none but a very brave or a 
veiy stupid woman can endure long without suffering in 
mind, health, and toumurt. If a lady becomes dowdy, 
it is all up with her; and the temptations to dowdi- 
ness in the Mofussil cannot weU be exaggerated. 

I know of no better company in the world than a 
rising civilian. There is an entire absence of the caip- ^ 
ing, pining spirit of discontent which is so painfully \ <^ ^ 
apparent in able men at home who find themselves I ,. 
kept in the background for want of interest or money. \ 
In most cases, the normal condition of a clever English- 
man between the ages of twenty-two and thirty is a 
dreaiy feeling of dissatisfaction about his work uid his 
prospects, and a chronic anxiety for ^ a sphera* If he 
is a master at a publid school he wastes a couple of 
hundred pounds at linooln's Inn or the Temple, in 
order to delude himself with the fond idea that he will 
one day exchange his desk in the fourth-form room for 
the more stirring cares of forensic lifa If he still 
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hesitates to sunender the ease and security of a fellow- 
ship, he oompoonds with his intellect by MTiting for the 
Saturday Beinew, and representing the liberal element 
in the governing body of his coUega He takes to the 
law, oidy to discover that there are instincts in the 
human heart .which even conveyancing will not satisfy ; 
to the Church — ^no, ho does not take to the Church; 
to literature, and finds himself in the plight of that 
gentleman, who 

" At thirty yoan of age, 
Writes statedly for BlaekwootTt Magatine, ^ 
I And thinks he sees three points in Hamlet's soul 

As yet anseijed by Oennans.** 
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An Englishman cannot be comfortable if he is in a 
< false position ; and he never allows himself to be in a 
1 true position unless he is proud of his occupation, and 
Vconvinced that success will depend upon his own efforts. 
,'^e8e agreeable sensations are experienced to the full 
by an Indian civil servant It is impossible for him to 
have any misgiving concerning the dignity and import- 
ance of his work. His power for good and evil is 
almost unlimited. ^His individual influence is as great 
as that arrogated4)y the most sublime of Dr. Arnold's 
favourite pmposton during his first term at the uni- 
remty. He is the member of an official aristocracy, 
owning no social superior ; bound to no man ; fearing 
no man. Even though he may be passed over once 
and again by a prejudice in the mind of his commis- 
sioner, or some theoiy on the subject of promotion 
held by his lieutenant-governor, he is well aware that 
his advancement does not hang upon the will and 
plHwure of this or the other great man, but is rcgu- 



jjlated by the opinion entertained of lus ability and .J\^ 
j character by the service in general In order to rise 
in India» it is not necessaiy to be notorioua In fact, 
notoriety iys rather a dog than otherwise. People out 
here are not easily bamboozled, and like you none the 
better for tiying to bamboozle them. A civilian who is 
conscious of power does not seek to push his way into 
notice by inditing sensation minutes, or by riding a 
hobby to the death ; but makes it his aim to turn ofif 
his work in good style, trusting for his reward to the 
sense and public spirit of his chie£ There is nothing 
which men in power out here Ho cordially abominate as 
solemnity and long-winded pedantry. A ready, dashing 
subordinate, who, to use a £Eivourite Platonic phrase, 
" sees things as they are," is sure to win the heart of 
eveiy resident and 'chief commissioner with whom he 
may have to do. I have observed that^ if ever a young 
fellow is spoken of in high quarters as an able and 
promising public servant^ he is sure, on acquaintance, 
to turn out a remarkably pleasant and interesting com- 
panion. A collector or under secretaiy will sometimes 
get a little maudlin over his cheroot, and confide sun- 
diy longings for literary society and European topics ; 
but he never speaks of his duties except in a spirit 
of enthusiasm, or of his profession without a tone of 
profound satisfaction. He no more dreams of yearning 
for "a sphere** than for a pentagon or a rhomboid. A 
magistrate had been mildly complaining to me that he 
found no time for scientific pursuits. ** But^ after all," 
he said, " who can think about butterflies or strata when 

* there are embankments to be raised on which depends 

* the famine or plenty of a thousand square miles ; and 
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ill WOtaH £300 A TEAR, DEAD OR AUVR 

"hundreds of humAii beings are waiting their trial in 
"jaO; and millions are living and dying in ignorance, 
"for want of schools and teachers?" He must be a 
happ7 man who can talk of his daily occupations and 
responsibilities in such terms as these. 

Bat^ besides the blessings of absorbing work and an 
assured position, a civilian eugoys the inestimable com- 
fort of freedom from pecuniary troubles. Intriguing 
mothers used to say that a writer was worth three 
hundred a year, dead or aliva It requires some self- 
denial, during the probation in Calcutta, to make both 
■ ends of the six months meet; but in the Mofussil a 
young baohebr has enough and to spare. Tom's as- 
sistaaUmagiBtiate keeps (bar horses, and lives well 
within as many hundred rupees a month. If a man 
pots off his marriage to within a year or two of the 
age aft which he may take a wife in England without 
being disinherited by his great-uncle, he may always 
haire a good house and plenty of servants, his cham- 
pagne and his refrigerator, Mb carriage and buggy, an 
Anb for the Mem Sahib, and for himself a hundred- 
guinea horse that will &ce a pig without flinching. He 
will be aUe to portion his daughters, and send his son 
to Harrow and Oxford ; and, while still in the vigour 
of life^ he may retire to a villa at Esher, or a fSeam in 
his native country, with a pension of a thousand a year, 
and as much more from the interest of his savings. 
Bobua Smith, during the intervals of writing hexame- 
tsn which put to shame aU Latin verse of the present 
day, used to say that a man could not live in India on 
leas than two thousand a year, and could not spend 
more than fhree thousand. An amendment- which 
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would insert the word ''married" before the word 
"man," and alter the numbers to fifteen hundred and 
two thousand respectively, would be nearer the mariL 
In a climate where fresh air and cool water are bought 
for a price, a good income is essential to comfort ; but, 
when comfort has been attained, there is no object on 
which money can be laid out. A man might subscribe 
to every charity and every newspaper without being 
two hundred pounds the worse at the end of the year. 
The sum which can be thrown away on horse-racing is 
limited by the paucity of the people who desire to win 
your gold mohun or to lose their owil There is no-- 
temptation to display; for every member of society 
knows the exact number of rupees which you draw on 
the fifteenth of each montL A joint magistrate and 
deputy-collector who marries on nine hundred a year"^ 
may count on being a frdl magistrate and collector at 
one or two and thirty, with an income of two thousand 
three hundred. In five years more, with industry and 
ordinary parts, he will be in receipt of three thousand 
a year as a civil and sessions judge ; or, if he prefers 
to wait his time, he will have charge of a division, with 
a commissioner's salary of three thousand six hundred. 
Then there are the quartern loaves and the plump 
fishes ; the chance of Bombay or Madras ; the lieu- 
tenant-governorships, with an income of ten thousand 
pounds ; the Council, with an income of ei^t thou- 
sand; the chief oommissionerships, with an income of 
six thousand ; the secretariat and the board of revenue^ 
with something under five thousand a year. And these 
prises are open to every subject of the Queen, though 
his father be as poor as Job subsequently to the crash 
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in that patriarch's affairs, and though he does not num- 
ber 80 much as the butler of a member of Parliament 
among his patrons and connexions. 

To those who think that life should be one long 
education, the choice of a profession is a matter of the 
greatest moment: for every profession that deserves 
the name must draw so laigely on the time and intellect 
oC a man as to allow scant opportunity for general 
study. Therefore, any one who wishes to preserve a 
high tone of thought, and a mind constantly open to 
new impressions, must look for a calling which is an 

< education in itself — ^that is, a calling which presents a 
succession of generous and elevating interesta And 
such is pre-eminently the career of a civil servant in 
India. There is no career which holds out such certain 
and splendid prospects to honourable ambition. But^ 
better far than this, there is no career which so surely 
inspires men with the desire to do something useful in 
their generation — ^to leave their mark upon the world 
for good, and not for evil The public spirit among the 
servants of the Government at home is faint compared 
with the fire of zeal which glows in every vein of an 
Indian official During a progress through his province, 
a lieutenant-governor is everywhere followed about by 
magistrates, who beg with the most invincible pertinacity 
for a thousand rupees more towards this infirmary, for 
another one per cent on the court fees towards that 

, Cutcherry. Our modem quaestors are every whit as 
grasping and venal as the satellites of Yerres and 
Dolabella ; but it is for the benefit of their district, and 
not for their own pockets. It is this deep and pure 
love fiyr his adopted countiy, transplanted to an uncon- 



genial soil, which too often attaches to the retired 
Indian the fatal title of "" bore," which unites all parties 
in the endeavour to keep him out of the House of 
Commons, and cough him down if he succeeds in forcing 
an entrance. It seems incredible to him that people 
should exhibit indifference towards subjects which have 
been his dearest care ever since he was punted up the 
Burrampootra to his first station ; that there should be 
men who shudder at the bare mention of the Annexa- 
tion Policy; who shift their chairs at the most faint 
allusion to the indigo troubles. But it is out here 
that the fruits of this noble and earnest philanthropy 
ars manifested in their true light It is a rare pheno- 
menon this, of a race of statesmen and judges scattered 
throughout a conquered land, ruling it, not with an eye 
to private profit, not even in the selfish interests of the 
mother countiy, but in single-minded solicitude for the 
happiness and improvement of the children of the soil 
It is a fine thing to see a homely old pro-consul retiring 
ftom the government of a region as large as France and 
Austria together, with a dear conscience and a sound 
digestion, to plague his friends about the Amalgamation. 
Act and the Contract Law; to fill his villa on the' 
Thames or the Mole, not with statues and bronzes 
snatched from violated shrines, but with ground-plans 
of hospitals and markets and ooUeges, and translations 
of codes, and schemes fixr the introduction of the Boman 
character. 

Whence comes this high standard of effioienpy and 
public virtue among men taken at random, and then 
exposed to the temptations of unbounded power and 
un l imi t ed dBcilities for illicit gaint It cannot be pecu* 



Ikriytha result of Hoilcybuiy, for that institution, from 
it« very noliiro, united tba worst faults of school and 
college. The real education of a civil seiTant consists 
in the responsibility thnt devolves on him at an early 
«ge. which brings out whotcvor good there is in a man ; 
tlie obligation to do nothing that can reflect dishonour 
ou the Bcn-icc; the varied and attractive character of 
hia duties; and the example and precept of his superiois. 
who regard him ratlier as a yoiuiger brother tlian as a 
■aboniinat* official One black sheep, and two or three 
incapables. in a yearly list of forty or fifty names, is 
ft Urge average. A young member of the secretariat, 
II dead Jiand at a minut^ and tha best amateur critic I 
ever cunc across, told me that, if he had been the eldest 
■on of a Dion with broad acres in England, he should 
nevertheless be glad to have spent ton years in India 
for (he sake of the tmining. moral ond intelloclual. 
The absence of bigotry and intolenmce hero is un- 
doubtedly veiy remarkable. ^Vhere there is so much 
work to be done by any one who will put his hand to 
the plough, men have no time to quarrel about the 
direction and depth of the furrows. Because you drive 
a pair of oxen, and I an ox and a donkey ; because 
your share is curved, while mine is straight; am I, 
therefore, bound to mulct you of your hire, and pelt you 
off the &II0WB with clods and pebbles? Hero, at least, 
the waste lands are plenteous, and the labonrois are 
very few. Ueie, at Ieast» we can well afford to leave 
each other to toil iu peace. Jones has doubts about the 
Pentatench ; but he has jnst sailed for England, leaving 
bia health behind him in that pestUentiol district whi...i 
he Tolontaered to take during the cholera, and where 
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his theories on draining and buming jun^^e taved 
counties! Uvea ; and I leally have not the heart to let 
him be anathema maranatha— a cnrae which a mind 
unlearned in Oxford theology would oonolnde, from the 
context, to have no beating on the anthentioi^ of 
the Book of Deuteronomy. In spite of Doctor Ftuey, ~ 
cannot help greeting mm a brother Kotcatant the little 
Danish missionaiy who haa changed those blookgunid I 
iiiurderoiu villagers of Knmanm into Chriitiani and j 
payers of rent Flanagan ridei twenty mileff every fort- 
night to Dinagegor to hear mass ; but I can remember 
when he rode as many leagues, through the September 
sun, with my baby on the saddle before him, a mnsket- 
ball in his shoulder, and hia cheek laid open by a nbre 
cut. 

The drawbacks of Indian life begin to be aeveioly fait 
wlien it becomes necessaiy to send the first-bom hom& 
From tl)at period until his final retirement there is little 
diJinestic comfort for the father of the &mi]y. After 
two or three years have gone by, and two or three 
cliildreu bave gone home, yonr wife's spirits an no 
lon;rer what they wera She is nneasy for days after a 
letter hsa come in with the Brighton post-mark. At 
lost tilers arrives a sheet of paper scrawled over in a 
lar;:e round hand, and smeared with tears and dii^ 
liuRcrs, which pnta her beside hetscl£ Yoo wake two 
or three ta'mee in the night always to find her oiying at 
your side; and the next morning yon write to the agent 
of tbo P. and 0. to engage places for a lady and ayah. 
At the end of the six mouths she writee to say that the 
d'":toT has insisted on Joey's going to Nice for the 
winter, and that she must st^y to tidco him. Shortly 
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after you receive a communication firom your iiother- 
in-law, to the effect that you must give Ann another 
summer in England, under pain of the life-long dis- 
pkaaure of that estimable relative. And so it goes on, 
till, after the lapse of some three or four years, your wife 
joins you at the Presidency in a state of wild delight at 
meeting you, and intense misery at finding herself again 
in India. Within the next two hot seasons she has 
had three fevers. She tries the hills, but it will not do; 
and at last you make up your mind to the inevitable, 
and run down to Calcutta to take your seat at the 
Board of Bevenue and despatch her to England, with a 
tacit understanding that she is never to return. Then 
you settle down into confirmed bachelor habits, until 
one day in August, when all Chowringhee ia a vast 
vapour-bath, you feel, in the region of your liver, an 
onusnally smart touch of the pain which has been con- 
stantly recurring during the last eighteen months, and 
it strikes you that your clever idle son will be more 
Hkdy to pass his competitive examination if you are 
on the spot to superintend his studies. So you resign 
your seat in Council, accept a farewell dinner from 
your friends, who by this time comprise nearly the 
whole of Calcutta society, and go on board at Garden 
Beach, under a salute from the guns of Fort William 
and an abusive article in the Hurkaru on your predi- 
lection for the natives. 

But the returned Indian does not leave all his 
troubles behind him on the ghaut whence he embarks 
fior England. In fact^ it is not till after the first year of 
bome-life that he begins to appreciate the dark side of 
the career in which he takes just pride. The first sight 
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of turnip fields and broad-backed sheep ; the first 
debauch on home-made bread, and bright yellow butter, 
and bacon which is above suspicion ; the first pic-nio; 
the first visit to the Haymarket Theatre; the first stioU 
round the playing-fields with his pet son, the Newcastle 
medallist of the year, are joys so firesh and pure as to 
admit no doubt about the future or yearning* ftw the 
past But before long he is conscious of a certain 
craving for the daily occupation to which he has been 
accustomed since boyhood. He remembers, with fond 
regret, the pleasure with which he plunged headlong 
into the Settlement of the Bigbehar district on his 
return from furlough in '47. Though &r from a vain 
man, he misses the secure and important position which 
he has so long occupied. He feels the want of the old 
friends with whom he lived during his prime ; the old 
habits and associations which are Cwniliar to him as 
Household Words ; in fact^ much more fiwuiliar, for he* 
left England just in time to miss the first number of 
that exemplary periodical, and re);umed to find the 
name and publisher already changed. It is a severe 
trial for a leader of Calcutta society to become one of 
the rank and file in the pump-room at a watering-place; 
to sink from the Council-board to the Vestry, and from 
the High Court to the Petty Sessions. It is a severe 
trial, when setded down at Bugby or Harrow, seeing 
that his boys learn tiieir iqwtitions and get up in time 
for morning school,' quarrelling with their tutor, and 
requesting the head-master to publish his Confirmation 
sermon, for a man to look back to the days when ha 
coerced refractory rajahs, bearded the secretariat, and 
did the Rnance Minister out of a lac and half for his 
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fiiTomite oottoa-road. It is a severe trial to live among 
men who know not John Peter, who hold the opinion 
• that the opium duty is immoral, and who are under the 
impvBSsion that a zemindar is a native non-eommissioned 
oiBoer. He must console himself with English air and 
•oeneiy and hooks and faces, with the cousdousness of 
a good woric well done, and a good name handed on 
unstained to the children who are growing up around 
him. 

Yours ever, 

iL Brouohtok. 

PJSL I have some thoughts of publishing a translation 
of the Odes of Horace, adapted to the use of Indian 
readers. Here are three examples. If they meet your 
jKppakm&m, I will set to work in earnest 

Lib. III. CAaif. 7. 

QliUd/lts, AtUrii, quem tibi auuUdi 
Primo rtdiiyeni vtn Fuvoniif 

I. 
My dear Miat White, forbear to weep 
Beeaoae the North Weat braeiea keep 

At anchor off Bangoon 
That joath who, richer b/ a lac, ~ 
May aalely be expected back 

Belbn the next monaooo. 

II. 
Beneath hia eloee muaqnito neta 
With lore and prickly>heat he fieta 

On Irawadd/a water, 
Nor heeda a dame on board the ihip, 
Who leta no fair ooeaaion alip 

For praaaing op her daoghter. 
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III. 
She talka of maiden'a heart ao traa, 
And angry brothera aix foot two 

Demanding natiafaction. 
And, aa a laat reaonree throwa oat 
Hinta Tcry palpable about 

A breach-of-promiae action. 

IV. 
She tella how Pickwick*a glance of Ihrt 
Qnailed *neath an angry woman'a iit : 

But let not that alarm ye. 
He atiU lemaina aa deaf aa those 
Who gorem India to the woea 

Of Bengal*a Ul-nMd army. 

y. 

Fearnot for him, hot, thoo, bewaret 
Tia whispered (thongh I hardly dara 

To credit the aaaertion). 
How Tory kind an ear yon lend 
To aome yonng CiTil Serrice friend 

Who lately paaeed in Penian— 
VI. 
Thai whom no other wallah ataen, 
With lea excniciating fean, 

Hia boggy down the couie ; 
Or chooeea oat a aofter phice, 
And with a more ledactiYe grace 

Dropa off a shying hora. 

Lib. IV. Cabx. 8. 

Dtmarem foUnu fnOaqus eo m ma dmi . 
Centoriiu,meiMmm§Bdmlihu. 
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If all my •• woalda,- dear Jonea, were changed to *'€0«U%* 

I'd deck thy bangalow i^th Earope goods ; 

With bronzea which the awe-atmck Baboo stopa 

To gape and stare at in Chowringhee shops ; 

With flagons sach aa either Boea haa won 

I n many a hard-fooght match at Wimbledon ; 

With Brett's chefa d'oBurres which Buskins bay and ptmise 

Amidst the aoon of petulant B.A.a. 

k2 



-»«• 




mfm m 



mmm 





13S TCr NE qUJBSIEBlS. 

B»Te pretents theM, Vot how can I dispetiM 'em 

With Jut four hoiuiM odd rapeei per menaem t , 

One potent gift I boeet, one treMnre dear, i 

The aeceit to in editorial ear. / 

What giTee old Time thia Ue, and keepe alire 

In aehool-boj montha the mighty name of CIitv ; 

I Ve a e r r ea great Hastings from obUrion's flood, 

And danbs poor Impey with perennial mnd t 

Whj, Jvst two articlea in that Beriew 

Where tawdry yellow strires with dirty blue. 

Ke'er will the man on whom the press has smiled 

Pine in Colleetoratet remote and wild. 

*Tis not ibr him the beaten path to trudge 

Fkom Sub-assistant np to ZiUah Judge. 

And, when, pomaded by his wife to give her 

The best adriee in London for her lirer, 

He ehooses a eon?enient month to atart in 

And hurries home to see Sir Banald Martin, 

Thess magie words perehanee may thrill his breast, 

*'8ir Charles and Lady Mary Wood request-"! 

Lib. L Caim. 11. 

Tu ns fwarieHt (tdn ntftu) quern mihi, quern UH, 

FiM^DtiedertntLeueimaneeBah^lmUoe 
TenUarie mumeroe, 

JCatOda, will you ne'er hare ceased apocalyptio summing, 
And left the number of the beast to pusle Dr. Gumming? 
"What ean't be eured must be endured. Perchance a gracious hesfen 
JUy span M tin the Cited year of eighteen sixty-seren.* 
FMuhaaee Jofe's Board of Public Works the dread decree has paiiod; 
And this eold seaaon, with its Joys, is doomed to be our kst 

l4fa to the Mppefwroom sgain, though Kitmutgan may ftown, 
And in Loid Bgin's diy champagne wash all these tremon down :' 

And book me for the fifteenth walse : there, Just beneath my thunik 
V^MltheMxttothat,mygiril The next may nerar eome. 

> Sic Joris interest 
Optatis epulis. 

• lUs is the date fixed by Dr. Gumming for the end of all thingk 
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LETTER YL 

A TIOEBPABTY IN NEPAUU 

■ 

Manh S8, 186S. 

My dear Simkins, — For some time past "my mind 
"has been divided within my shaggy breast^^ as to 
whether I should send you an account of our tiger-party 
in NepauL I was deterred by doubts of my ability to 
hit ofif that peculiar vein of dulness which seems the 
single qualification requisite for a sporting author. Why 
a pursuit of such absorbing interest should lose all its 
charms in the recital it is hard to say. Perhaps men 
are misled by the delights of a hard run or a successful 
stalk, and imagine that a bare unadorned narrative will 
best convey the idea of those delights to their readers. 
But this can hardly be the cause ; for accounts of sporty 
for the most part^ are characterised by carefully elabo- 
rated jocosity of a singularly insipid flavour. Some- 
times the writer aspires to poetry; in which case he 
iuvariably talks about his Pegasus, and is mildly my- 
thological, calling all ladies " Dianas," and speaking of 
the sun as " Phoebus." ' After describing the breakfast 
Ht the house of "Amphitryon," the meet on the lawn, 
and the scene at coverside, he proceeds somewhat in 
this strain : — 

" Aeroea the fielda proud Reynard goei, 
Amidat a hundred Tallj-boe. 
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Xn POSTS CORNSB IN BSWS UfS. 

Our UMter kept the Cockxieyi beck, 
Who preeaed tnd joetled in the track. 
Right manftilly hif tongue he plies. 
And to perdition doonii their eyeti. 
Three couple now are on the sceut I 
' Hark, forrard ! ' and away we went 
'^ark, forrard ! Forrard !* ia the cry ; 
And like a flock of binli wo fly, 
In breechet, icarlet-ooat, and topa, 
Along the Dyke to Hoywood Copoe. 
Ai down towarda Barton Wold we sail, 
The Cockneyi eoon began to tail, 
And all of them wera milling, rot 'em. 
Ere yet we got to Rrambly Bottom. 
The pace now told on erery nag, 
Which prored the fox was not a ' bag.' 
Poor Captain Fidier broke his girth. 
And, like Antiena, caine to earth, 
Though with his fall, I greatly fear, 0, 
Ceased his resemblance to that hera 
Briggs came a cropper ; and the earl 
Experienced an unlucky purl. 
But towards the front he showed again 
Before wo entered Ditton liane.** 



Vnno reads these productions T I had the pleasure 
of living among fox-hunters in England (having indeed 
myself described parabolas over more than one hedge), 
and can vouch that their taste in literature was as good 
as that ot any other class of educated men. 

It is bad enough that the athletic pursuits which are 
the special glory of England should be made the vehicle 
for anch melancholy bufifooneiy ; but the more practical 
writers on sporting matters have very crude notions of 
what is readable. There are no authors who as a class 
so consistently ignore the precept of Horace which for- 
bids to commence the history of the return of Diomede 
with the decease of* Meleager, and to trace the Trojan 
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War from the double egg. Just as the ohroniders of 
the middle ages always b^gan with Adam» every one 
who publishes a treatise on the habits and disoosos of 
the dog seems imable to tell us what mash he reoom- 
mends for a tired pointer, and whether be treats dis* 
temper with sweet oil or mustard and water, unless 
he has prefaced his remarks by informing us that the 
hounds of Theseus 

** Were bred out of the Spaitan kindt 
So flew'd, BO sanded ;" 

and that the poor Indian entertains the hope that^ when 
he has been dispatched "to the equal sky," by fire- 
water, and small-pox, and the other blessings brought 
to the door of his wigwam by advancing civilization, 
" his faithful dog shall bear him company." Whether 
*hi8 privilege, if extended to the whole of the canine 
race, would conduce to the greatest happiness of the 
greatest number of departed spirits, may reasonably be 
doubted. There is an ofScer residing in our boarding- 
house who was the spirited proprietor of a bull-dog 
which I shot the day before yesterday with a saloon- 
pistol, and of which I sincerely trust that I have seen 
the last in this world and the next There \b no one 
who can bring out a work upon the game of cricket 
without introducing into his first few pages an allusion 
. to the rhym( 



•* At foothaU or at cricket, 
How neatly hnr coold prick it 1* 

impelled apparently by the same mysterious necessity 
which, in the case of the weak-minded gentleman in 
" David Copperfield,"* over-ruled his efforts to keep King 
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Charles L <mt of his memoriaL It is fortiinaie that this 
tendency is confined to one department of literature. 
Conceive what it would be if every medical publication 
commenced with Hezekiah's poultice of figs, every book 
on tactics and fortification with the battle of four kings 
against five, and every peerage with Duke Teman, Duke 
Omar, Duke Zepho, and Duke Kenaz I 

Indian sport has perhaps sufifered more in public 
estimation by villainously bad writing than any other 
branch of the gentle craft. People have been so over- 
done with howdahs, and bottled beer, and hair-triggers, 
and hair-breadth escapes, and griffins spearing a sow 
by mistake, that they had rather face a royal Bengal 
tiger in his native jungle than in the Sporting Maga- 
line, and dread the name of a pig more than the most 
scrupulous Jew can abhor the reality. What reader of 
taate does not feel his heart sink within him when, as 
he flits through the leaves of a periodical, paper-knife 
in hand, he is aware of a contribution headed : 

" Pi|(i and thoir ttickon ; 

Or, How we keop it np in the North- West 

B/ Nimrod Junior.** 

Mayhap as he cuts tus way through Nimrod Junior*s 
article, in the haste of an absorbing terror, he lights 
upon a page commencing : "' — your eyes, you young 

* greenhorn, keep to your own side,' and up dashes 

* Major W— , the gallant, the determined, his long 
"beard floating on the mid-day air, his glance beaming 
' as it beamed when he led the stormers over the glacis 

* at Mboltan. Fly, poor piggy, if thou wantest to re-soo 
«■ thy pofcine spouse I But faster flies thy pursuer, his 
"intellectual brow knit with eagerness, as he just feels 



* the Pelham pressing the mouth of his four-yeam>ld.* 
I will endeavour to steer clear of the Scylla of dang 
and the Chaiybdis of Iwmbast, and to set down on paper 
a simple unvarnished history of some most pleasant 
days passed in very good company. 

The northern border of the district, of which Mofus- 
silpore is the capital, lies some fifty miles distant from 
the statioa The province is bounded in this quarter 
by Nepaul, or rather by the Terai, a slip of plain about 
twenty miles in breadth along the foot of the lower 
chain of the Himalayas, which we have left in the pos- 
session of the Hillmen. It is cultivated by Hindoos, 
from whom their masters exact a swingeing tribute; 
and as most of their revenue is dittwn from this source, 
the fear of losing it makes even Ohorkas shy of a 
collision with the British Government. The soil is 
fertile, and intersected by numerous streams, which, fed 
by the eternal snows of the main chain, afford a more 
certain supply of water than the great rivers that flow 
into the Ganges from the South. The ground immedi- 
ately under the hills is, however, wild and broken, and 
covered ^ath luxuriant jungles, which swarm with wild 
animals of every species, from elephants to monkeys. 
It is the custom of the magnates of Mofiissilpore to 
make an expedition thither in the spring of every year ; 
and Jung Bahadur, the mayor of the palace at tlie court 
of Eatamandoo, holds it in high repute as a shooting 
ground. As the Nepaulese have no " modified resolu- 
" tions concerning the sale of waste lands," it is probable 
that this region will long provide abundant sport alike 
for civil servants and native premiers. Last year the 
party from the station h^ been a good deal annoyed by 
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the suspicion with which they had been regarded by the 
local officials ; so Tom had obtained a permit from the 
gieat man himself, giving us leave to shoot for twenty 
di^ It was attested by his seal, which gave his title 
at fall length in English, "Jung Bahadur, G.C.R, Prime 
'■Minister of NepauL** 

For months beforehand preparations had been on 
loot The arrangements for a shooting party on a grand 
scale demand no scant amount of administmtive capa- 
city, and require all the personal influence of a man 
in authority to be successfully carried out Three 
elephants must be borrowed firom one zemindar, and 
four fsom another ; and the brigadier at Dinapore must 
be requested to lend the services of a score of his 
hugest and most earth-shaking beasts, and his pluckiest 
mahouts. Then tents and howdahs must be looked 
up and repaired, and a small commissariat department 
oiganixed for the provisioning of a little army of drivers, 
giass-cutters, and servants at a distance from the dep6t8. 
Ihen communications must be kept open. between the 
•tetion and the camp, and a daily dawk maintained on 
a system resembling as little as possible that of the 
Oeoeral Post Office of India. Finally, the comfort of 
the Sahibs must be insured ; bacon, cheese, flour, sheep, 
fowls^ beer^hrub, brandy-shrub, sherry-shrub, Simkin- 
•hzub, tea-shrub, belatte-pawnee, meta-pawnee.^ penica- 
pttwnee,' must be despatched on a-head, and a double 
•et of horses laid down at six-mile stages along the 

whole line of road. 
Yvm the 16th to the 19th of February, elephants 
to Hofnssilpore in quick succession ; and, as fast 

* Drinking-witar. 
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as they arrived, we presented each mahout with a rupee 
and a bag of rice, and sent him on to camp. On the 
evening of the 20th, young Benson, the assistant-magis* 
trate, treated his brother-huntere to a bachelor-dinner. 
We were four in number : our host, Tom, myself and 
Mr. Mildred, an indigo planter who resided in the 
vicinity — a flrst-rate spear and rough rider, and a moat 
keen sportsman, but unselfish enough to consider the 
sport of others as more important than his own. If 
ever I am sent to skirmish in open order, I should like 
to have Mildred for the front-rank man of my file. We 
got uncommonly jolly under the combined stimulus of 
Simkin and anticipation. After dessert was removed, 
we spent the evening in sewing up bullets in linen — 
a wise precaution, for it is poor work fumbling for a 
patch tirhen, having just fired away all your ball at 
an antelope, you see a streak of yellow and black 
glancing through the grass twenty yards in front of 
your elephant 

The next morning we rose at half after three, and 
started off into the darkness in two tumtums, or dog- 
carts. Everybody in these parts keeps at least three 
horses : and no one who meditates a journey feels any 
delicacy about asking for the loan of as many as he 
requires, from the factories and stations bordering on 
lus route. It soon grew light and we bowled merrily 
along at the rote of eSght miles an hour, including 
stoppages,, and ferries, and shjrings, and boltings, and 
rearings. The road, not having been constructed under 
the auspices of the Public Works Department^ was in 
excellent order. A grass causeway ran along the centre^ 
high and diy ; while on either aide was a sort of ditch 
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nored to bullock hackeriea. Long before each set of 
nags had loat their freshness, we came in sight of another 
pair, standing sometimes beneath an ancient peepul-tree, 
sometimes under the walls of a ruined temple, some- 
times in a grove of mangoes or palms. Mofussil horses 
behave in a most fiendish manner at starting ; but^ when 
ODoe well off, they complete their stage with laudable 
leal and propriety. Some are incorrigible planters, con- 
sidering it essential to their dignity to stand perfectly 
still for ten minutes after they have been put between 
the shafts. Others jib violently and back into the cart- 
track beneath, while a cascade of gun-cases slides over 
the rear of the tum-tum, and a stream of Collecton 
poors out in front In other cases, the owner holds the 
animal's head high in the air, to prevent him from kick- 
ing the vehicle to pieces ; and, when the harness has 
been a4justed, sends him off at a gallop, and jumps up 
behind as best he may. 

By eleven oclock we had accomplished forty-seven 
miles in safety, and found ourselves at an old militaiy 
station on the borders of Nepaul. During the war 
ai the beginning of the century, a battalion had been 
quartered here, but the place had long been deserted. 
ThA bungalows were abandoned to the jackal and the 
oobra, the compounds were oveigrown with brushwood, 
the wells choked with rubbish. One ancient lady, a 
ICrs. Grant — ^whose husband, the r^mental suigeon, 
had died and been buried during the period of ou' 
ooeopation — lived on here for many years in perfect 
aolitnde^ till she lapsed into semi-barbarism, quarrelling 
with her native servants, and keeping a number of deer 
and cats under her roof, from which she could not be 



persuaded to tear herself even after they had departed 
this life, and become too high to be agreeable pets. 
The aspect of the burial-ground was melancholy and 
singular. Amidst a group of trees enclosed within a 
ruined wall were scattered, £ast crumbling to decay, 
those unsightly masses of brick-work which make 
hideous the last home of the stranger in India. Here, 
as elsewhere, most of the inscriptions had been removed 
by the rustics of the neighbourhood, to be used for 
grinding their cuny ; but some few remained, of which 
one, showing signs of comparatively recent repair, stated 
itself to be in ** affectionate memory of Dr. Grant" 
Others recorded the names of ofiQcers hardly emerged 
from boyhood, whose pre-conceived hopes of the ex-^^ 
dtement of active service and the gaiety of country \ 



quarters were realized in ennui, brandy-pawnee^ jungle- i 
fever, and an early grave. One monument was erected-^ 
to a Waterloo hero by "his friend. Lord Oombermere," 
vrho has lived through another generation since his old 
comrade was buried in the wilds of NepauL 

The last vestige of practicable road ceased at the 
frontier. So we alighted, unloaded the tumtums, and 
packed our guns and baggage on a couple of elephants. 
As the Happy Hunting Grounds were seven ooes, or 
fourteen miles, within the Kepaulese territory, we took 
a few hours' rest and a hearty tiffin under the shade 
of a noble banyan tree— a tree that, is to other trees 
8s a patriarchal dan to a modem household. Just as^ 
m primitive times, eveiy community owned a common 
&ther, whose memory formed an indissoluble tie lfxa% 
after he was dead and gone, even when the fiunily 
had increased into a mighty nation ;. so the banyan is a 
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feiett in iftedC whicli, for centuries after every trace ui' 
the parent trunk has disappeared, grows outward and 
upward, till whole battalions might repose within the 
ciiciiit of its boughs. Here we drank tea, and smoked, 
and did gymnastics on the branches, and read Tristram 
Shandy out loud, till three in the afternoon, when we 
■addled the horses, and re-commenced our march. 

Before we had gone many yards, my horse, a fiery 
jomi^ Cabul stallion belonging to Mildred, said Ha, ha» 
and pitched me oyer his head ; and then proceeded, 
aftor their manner, to eat me like a radish, from the 
ftel upwards. He was not^ however, destined to ei\joy 
hii unhallowed meal in peace ; for his owner, who dis- 
mounted on the spot^ and to my intense relief insisted 
on dianging animals with me, speedily brought him to 
reason with a pair of heavy spurs and acotton umbrella. 
We were conducted by a guide along a track, far more 
ragged than the fields on either side, through a rich 
co un try thickly studded with villages. Tom's eye, 
more practised or more partial than my own, detected 
numerous signs of mis-govemmeni He bade us observe 
4hat the tiUage had imperceptibly fallen off, and that 
the people lived in wretched wicker huts ; while, on his 
side of the border, each man had his excellent mud 
eabin thatched with straw. The popdation was entirely 
Hindoo; but here and there we came across a-Nepaulese 
cffioial, dothed in skins, and invariably armed with the 
heavy eurved knife which the native tribes far and near 
dread as the Tarentines and Etrurians dreaded the 
broadsword of old Boma Our own sepoys^ led by 
British officers, could not be brought to stand the charge 
of the Hillmen ; and on more than one memorable oc- 
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casion even the English bayonets gave way before the 
Gliorka blades. For a whole year, the regular army of 
Nepaul, a mere handful of some 12,000 warriors, de- 
fended their extensive frontier against tremendous odds. 
The earlier engagements in the war read like Pirestonpans 
and Killieorankia At length, when Ochterlony, acting 
with great caution and skill, had out-manoeuvred the 
chiefs of these Highlanders <rf the east^ they avoided a 
CuUoden, by signifying their agreement to an equitable 
peace, the terms of which have been faithfully observed 
by both parties— an instance of mutual respect rare in 
India. The specimens of the race whom we passed on 
the road, to judge by their appearance, would be awkward 
customers in a surprise or foray. Short, with thick 
firm limbs, light complexions, long matted hair, and an 
inexpr^ibly humorous cast of features, they looked us 
fttU in the face, and laughed and talked with a freedom 
and dignity which had quite a bracing effect on men 
accustomed to Bengalee servility and effeminacy. In 
fact, the Ghorkas are a milita^ aristocracy, like the 
Spartans of blue blood; the other Nepaulese represent 
the Lakedaemonians or Perioski, (in gratitude to dear 
Mr. Grote for tliat history which all scholars love and 
all pedants hate and envy, I make a point of spelling 
to hisfancy,) while the Hindoos of the Terai axe litUe 
better than Helots. 

In a bold and singularly unsuccessful attempt to 
take a flying leap over a mud wall, Benson broke a 
•tirrup-leather, and while he stopped to mend it with 
hi« boot-laces, Tom took occasion to question the 
villagers about the system adopted by the Nepaulese 
for getting in the revenue, expecting to obtain some 
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infannation ooneerning the grsdes and duties of the 
eoUeekon, the nature and amount of the assessment^ 
the pcnnanency of the settlement^ Ac His audience 
bust out laughing, and replied that the received method 
of oolleeting consisted in placing a lattee, which is the 
y^wMi for the quarteMtaff carried by all Indian peasants^ 
voder the ddfaultei^s knee, and raising his 1% till he 
became able to pay up. As to a Permanent Settlement^ 
the OoTemment oflScers sometimes brought a ryot's 
elbows behind his back, passed a lattee under them. 
hung hfan by his heels to a tree, and settled him there 
p^nnanently, unless his quote was forthcoming ; but 
tbey had never heard of any other. The amount of the 
aaasMnent seemed to average about four times the sum 
that would be exacted for the same lands by the English 
Tieafury, with as much more as could be squeezed out 
of the tenants by these legitimate means of ooercioa 
In return for the tribute, the Imperial Government does 
not appear to have provided its subjects with cheap and 
speedy justice, or with &ciUties for the instruction of 
tlieir Children, or any of the other benefits by which we 
seek to compensate the natives for the loss of their in- 
dependence, and salve our own consciences; while the 
state of the roads and of the irrigation went to shov 
thst the Khatmandoo Department of Public Works was 
hsidly superior in eflBdency to our own. The whole 
itrength of the Ghorka administration seems to be 
oonoentrated on their War Office, and their Prime 
ICnieters are better hands at shooting their unclei 
through the back with blunderbusses, than at com- 
pOing oodes or devising sweeping measures of populsr 
education. 
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As we went by a miserable hovel, a man ran out; and 
putting up his hands in the attitude of prayer, as is 
the universal custom among natives when addressing a 
superior, entreated Tom to cure him of a bloody flux, 
from which he had suffered for the space of two years. 
Tom said,kindly, that if he would come to Mofhssilpore, 
every attention should be paid to his case; but this 
was not what the poor fellow wanted. He had fimdly 
imagined that the Sahib would make him whole by a 
word or a touch. Europeans are rarer birds and more 
like black swans in these parts than in the British 
dominions^ and very mysterious notions exist concerning 
their powers for good and eviL This was a fiidr instance 
of what the missionary tracts call "Illustrations of 
Scripture." How sick one got as a child of those little 
green bopks, which never tired of informing us that the 
Chinese rice-growers even now cast their bread on the 
waters and find it after many dajrs ; and that even now 
the Hindoos take up their beds and walk. The similes^ 
drawn by our Saviour from tlie familiar scenes around 
him, come home to one with great force out here. 
Every week a magistrate, in Cutcheny, dispose of cases 
whidi forcibly remind one how little twen^ oenturiei 
have modified the immutable ways of Oriei^ agricul- 
tural lifa Still, when a farmer goes forth at dawn t6 
find his boundary stone rolled inwards, or his crop 
-choked with tares, he knows that "an enemy hath done 
this." Still the ui^ust Gomastah calls his lord's tenants 
unto him, and bids one who owes a hundred, seers of 
indigp take his bill and write fifty, and another who 
owes a hundred mannds of gndn take his bill and write 
fourscore, trusting wisely to the selfiah gratitude of the 
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mammon of unrighteouBDesa StiU. wl.nii «ome strong 
nian of doubtful loyalty has been depnved of ha 
weapons under the Disarming Act, the dacoits dig 
throngh the Tall, and first bind the rtrong man, and 
then BpoU his hotise. The eiwaaive aversion to pedes- 
triui exercise that prevftUs among old residents, and 
tlte great difficulty which a fresh arrival experiences m 
obtaimng a companion for a walk, frwiuently recalls the 
text which enjoins a special raanifeatation of unselfish- 
aeea. More than once have I induced a good Christian 
to go with me a mile sorely against his will, who, when 
we have accomplished that diaUnw. has freely offered 
to complete the twain. 

As we approached the mountains the crops became 
poorer and fewer, and the patches of culdvatioa were 
vommnded with nide fences-* sure sign that we were 
come into the region of deer. At length we entered 
upon a grass plain sprinkled with brushwood, fnnged 
on three sides with jungle. It vnw now the cool of Uw 
evening, and we put wa hones into a gallop, which 
aooa brought us to the border of a vast wood. Aft« 
winding abont through the trees for the better part of 
u hour, we hit upon the camp just before dark ; and i 
v«y picturesque scene it was, llie tenia stood in an 
open tfux of an acre and a half or two acres, enclosed 
in the primeval forest Along the west side of the en- 
eunpnwnt, at the foot of a b«nk that went sheer down 
to the depth of thirty feet, ran the river Bogmutty, 
babbling over the pebbles like a highland bum. To 
ue the Bxprettion of old Pepys, it was pretty to see th< 
excitement of my oompaniona at the sound and aspMj 
«l a nuuung brook. Men who, for a dozen yearn, had 



never knom anyttungbnt ■**jp"^ taaks, or wide slap- 
gish Btreanu the ooloar of pea^rap^ were beside tbem- 
lelves witli delight at the tinkling of the water aa it 
lippled ove* the ahingle^ the deep clear pools 'wiOt 
" here and there a lui^ tront," the paewita calling to 
e&ch other from the brink, the tooks which affocded lO' 
inviting a dressing-room to bathen who were sceptaoal 
on the sniy'ect of crocodiles and leeches. Some dx 
miles to the northward the Himalayas sprang stiai^ 
up from the plain to the height of five thousand feet ; 
vliile, in the far distance we could diacem the white- 
line of those myiterioofl hills beaide which Uonte Boaa 
und the Uatterhom are mere pigmies; &om whoae. 
glaciers even Wills would turn away in despair; on- 
whose Bummita not even a I]ysdall ooold plant a ther* 



If I live a bundled yean (in which caae the Qonnt- 
ment vrill have made aa imoominonly bad baiipin, u X 
eli&U have oontinned to dntw my penalon for half tk 
centory), I ihaU oevor fbrget that &it ntoming ia tba 
trildemesB. I •ansterad out of the tent, aftei a laog 
cool sleep, into an air as pnra and fresh aa the- air of 
Uslvem. All around the jungle-cocks wen crowing 
ftQd the ssapfowl hooting, while every now and th^ 
vos heard the deep bellow of an elephant In the 
Bpoce between the tents Tom was hard at work at a 
iittle table, aigoing, writing, and '^'"*'*'"g to a native 
lubonUnats: while a lowar, oi mounted polieemar^' 
blazing in soariet and blue^ stood btidle ia hand wait- 
ing to escort the poet into British tanitory. liildiad 
luid got out his guni^ and was ffrr—if ffif g Ibam witlv 
liiat loving solidtuda which a lady beet^wa on ha^ 
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gowBS, jewels, &iid furniture, bnt wbich & man is too 
pToad to show except in the case of a favoiuit« fire- 
smt, or & decrepid salmon-rod vhich has seen tougher 
deTS. Benson was enjoyiog hU coffee and toast, and 
between the sips read aloud an article in one of the 
Cftlcntta papers, proving from Scripture the Divine 
origia of the Contract Lavr, to which Mildred listened 
with an occasional gnmt of satisfaction. In one comet 
«f the camp lay the howdohs. In another, the cooka 
mn making preparations for breakfast, which, as it 
wu we who were going to eat it, we took good care nol 
to obserre too minutely. In the rivet below lay a 
dozen elephants ; while others were cautiously descend- 
ing the steep bank, or mounting it again after theii 
bath. The huge animals wallowed patiently iu the 
stream, while their mahouts scrambled over their bodies 
aciaping them with a Epocics of overgrown curry-comb. 
Thou who had been half-washed presented a most droll 
ooDtnst of colour between the white coating of dost 
and the natural black hue of their skin. We wonderd 
Ibrth into the wood, where the jungle-fowl — who are 
&eithei more nor less than cocks and hens iu a wild 
alMit, with singularly beautiful plumage — ran and flat- 
tend within a few yards of us. Every moment vt 
eame upon a group of two or three elephants, standing 
uoidst a great heap of leaves and branches, which tbej' 
conramed very leisurely and with an air of profound te- 
fiectioQ. Meanwhile the drivers wore grinding their cun; 
onder an extempore tent formed of pods propped up 
agaioat eaoh other, or saying the morning prayer with 
^their faces turned towards far Mecca. Our horses wen 
tethered in the centre of a lofty grove of ancient trees; 
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and near them stood the four howdah-ehjphants ; noble 
beasts, who towered &r above their fellowi; their tuato 
ornamented with metal rings, and their broad fonheada 
painted in grotesque patterwi Hephanta in good con- 
dition are very fat and fhlL Strange stories these oU 
howdab-wallahs could tell us, if they had the gift of 
jpeechi They may have dragged a gun into action at 
Plossey, or groaned beneath the litter of the Grand 
Mogul when he was stiU sovereign of the continent 
from Nepaul to Travancore. Perhaps thia sight of the 
wiiaemess reminds them, in a dreamy manner, of a 
Cejlonese forest, far back in the depths of time where 
they wandered, and browsed, and bathed, and loved and 
weie jUted, and fought, (for their amaU eyea get very 
grcon on provocation), untU some white monktrys tied 
thei 1^1 together, and carried them off into a servitude 
which thqf have tolerated over since with magnificent " 
Oriental indifference. They have eeen the empire of 
DpM fade away, and John Company come and go. 
They have beheld the President of ConnoU turn imo 
Governor General, and the Governor General into lieu- 
Want of the Queen of India. They have witnessed a 
Iocs succession of Deficits, and have attained to the 
dayfi of a Surplus, palpable and tangibla They have 
hved to wonder at the roar and the rush of a ateam- 
eagine amidst regions where, with Soindia or Meer 
Jaffia on their b«ka, they have stood the roar and the 
rush ot many a tiger and buffalo. I wonder whether 
they recoUect their first mahout, and whether th<(y think 
the noe now-a-days as good as it was ia the heyday of 
youth, when they were still in their grand climacterio. 
A4er breaklast ve started for a point aboot a mile 



-dktonfe^ wh^iioe we were to b^gin shooting ; and on tbe 
-waj we settled oozselyes in our howdahs as agxeeablj 
#■ dxoiimstances would allow. The faowdah oonsists of 
M box of wood and wicker-work, open at top, with -sides 
tiiree and a half feet high. There is a tolerably oom* 
inrtaUe seat in front for the Sahib, and a remarkablj 
uncomfortable one behind for the attendant On either 
side of the sportsman rest his firearms ; a donble-bsr- 
xelled rifle and two smooth-bores loaded with ball, and 
one gon with a coaple of charges of " number four," or 
^,'BB!' shot for parMdge and jungle-fowl. As most of 
the firing consists of snapshots within fifty yards, a good 
■mooth-bore is every whit as effective as a grooved ba^ 
xeL In a number of little partitions in the front of the 
howdah the ammunition lies ready to hand. Here are 
ft couple of dozen of well-oiled bullets packed snugly 
in a tpoth-powder box. There is the leather shot-belt 
which you have carried over Perthshire moor, and Oal- 
way bog, and Somersetshire stubble, till it has grown 
limpb and black, and greasy, and beloved. In this 
drawer roll too and fro, with every jolt of your animal 
the renmant of a batch of green cartridges, which the 
gamdceeper at your grandfather^s gave you as a parting 
present at the end of your last day's shooting on 
itnglMh ground; the day you wiped the old gentla- 
maa's eye four several times, and were rewarded by a 
lip of a hundred pounds to buy hookahs, accompanied 
with an exhortation not to inaiiy a Begum. Tour 
Canpnasie sits behind with an umbrella covered with 
whka linen, with which he contrives to come to the 
moat friij^^fnl giief whenever you get among trees. In 
twe holsters on either side of him swing a bottle of 
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lemonade and another of soda' water, while your lunch 
is stowed away in the well beneath your seat Tour 
dress is simple ; a flannel shirt ; the trousers of your 
college boat-dub, the wash-leather lining of which is 
very grateful towards the close of a hard day ; a pair 
of canvas shoes, and an enormous pith hat with a thick 
pad hanging down your back, which, combined with the 
howdahy gives you the appearance of a sporting mush- 
room growing in a flower-pot. Tour ioni ensemhU is 
not as elegant as that of a cockney on the twelfth of 
August ; nor would it pass muster at a show meet in 
the grass-counties. But^ as a dentist once said to me, 
* All is not stopping that glitters." I dare say Nimrod's 
leathers were of an archaic cut, and yet he rode to 
hounds as well as most antediluvians. 

On arriving at the reudervous we found the pad , 
elephants, forty-four in number ; which, witli the how- 
dah-wallahs, gave us a line of four dozen. Tom, whom 
wo had elected captain, deployed them as well as the 
difficulties of the ground would admit Then we ad- 
vanced, Mildred on the right wing, Tom and myself 
in the centre, and Benson on the left Oh, the wild 
romantic charm of that first day in the forest I The 
strange luxuriant vegetation. The parasites, hanging in 
festoons from tree to tree. The gaudy graceful birds^ 
not now seated in uneasy attitudes under a glass case 
in a drawing-room, with « wire through their bodies^ 
staring in ghastly fashion out of their bead eyes, but 
piping and darting about among their native foliage. 
The big baboons swinging from branch to branch, and 
the lesser monkeys scudding along the cordage of 
knotted creepers, unconscious of the <^xistence of such 
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beiiigs M Sava]ranl oi^gan-grinden* the cnne alike of 
.man and apa The jungle-cock; cackling and ronning 
.about among the iiEdlen leaves, at which I take a deadly 
minC when; as mj finger already contracts on the trigger, 
^ timely heave of my elephant flings the harrel ten 
degrees fiurther from the horizoa . The cry on the far 
ji^ of ^Beer ahead 1 Look out I * And in and out 
joi the trankSy comes dodging a bright red . animal, 
whidi xecalls in a second a flood of Zoological Garden 
'^^Mxaationa. Tiembling from head to foot, I drop the 
shot-gun^ and put a rifle to my shoulder,' which — " Con- 
-foudditl It's on half cock 1 " At last I fire, and have 
jdie pleasure of seeing a white mark appear on the bark 
0f a sycamore just above the deer's-back. A fair shot 
enough; but^ alas, a miss is as good as half a cosi 
And now my elephant is brushing through the bram- 
bles along the bottom of a nullah ; and Benson has 
wandered in a vague manner away, to the left^ drawing 
* score of elephants after him ; and Tom, in a state of 
.white ngo» has gone to bring him to book ; and Mildred, 
who never does anything without an object^ has gradually 
crept up towards me; and is marching on the bank above 
with his thumb on the hammer of his fowling-piece, 
and— whij-r-p-r, a vast bird rises before me; obscuring 
one whole quarter of the heaven with its wings and 
tail, and I give him both my barrels, and he reeb and 
dropa with a slow stately swoop^ and lies amidst the 
tangled .grass; goigeous in death, the hundred-eyed 
fiivoiiriis of the Queen of Olympus. Then, as the day 
dittwe on, we reach a part of the wood where the trees 
a^ young |md the ground dear of undeigrowth. lean- 
ing hmpk in the howdah, I fancy for the moment that I 



am passing through a plantation in an English county^ 
and almost expect to see a board threatening to prose- 
cute me with the utmost rigour, or an old keeper in • 
•soit of fustian, with a bundi of vennin-traps hanging 
from his shoulder, or— What is that thing tumbling 
through the trees a-head? A cow? A big dogt 
Heavens and earth, a huge black bear I " Juldee, ma- 
" hout I Juldee, budzart 1^ We're gaining! we're 
" gaining I No, no I Yes» we are 1 He's gone. No ; 
" there he is again. Will you look shaip, you beastly 
" old wallah V Meanwhile, frr behind, I hear Tom 
bawling to me to come back and be — No ; the dii« 
tance must have deceived ma After a fruitless chase 
of a mile, I obey, and, crestfallen and repentant; listen 
to a general lecture on my shortcomingSi and a special 
order at sight of bear .or tiger to call ** Tallyho," and 
keep to the lina And, when no game is in view; I 
have the amusement of observing the almost human 
sagacity of my elephant ; of watching him make his 
way, howdah and all, through thickets which a man on 
foot could not penetrate ; breaking off great branchea 
and tearing down creepers with his trunk, and pushing 
over small trees with his massive forehead. Then there 
are thoughts of tiffin, and occasional draughts of meta 
pawnee, and sweet anticipations of the lies I shall tell 
when I get back to Calcutta, and the flaming letter I 
fih^l write to the SchoWs table at Trinity. Oh ! it is 
good to tear oneself for awhile from visiting cards, and 
white chokers, and swallowtail coats, to a life primitrne 
and simple; without waistcoat or collar, care or dignity 1 
It ii good to tell the time by sunrise, and noQn» and 
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ervBin^ instead of diriding the glorious daj iiilo 
penode nicknamed ten-fifteen and foor-thii^; to eat 
wheA hiiBgiy, and sleep when veazy, and meditate 
wbSB joo feel tlioagbtliil, and talk when yoa fed gnah- 
w%, It is good that your object fw a time should bs. 
not to send in a Bepoct that shall touch a tender chord 
in the hesii of your Chief Commissioner, but to keep 
your portion of the line in fiudtless order by a libeiil 
nse of all the powers of vituperation which Proyidenos 
has allotted you ; to shoot a pea-chick for soup, and a 
Una pigeon, whoso feathers will complete the plume 
whidi you promised to that dear little girl with whom 
you dsnoed the three last waltzes at the Bengal Club 
BalL 

During this expedition I began to realixo the ruling 
principles of military operations. In order to appreciate 
the lustoxy of a campaign, the reader must constantly 
bear in mind that multitudes are always helpless and 
nnwieldy. A single man, or a dozen or score of men, 
will cany their packs and rifles across a country for 
months together, at the rate of twenty miles a day, 
pioGuring food as they go along. But ten thousand 
men murt be handled as if they were so many womesr 
Good roads must bo chosen, and plenty of them. The 
communications must be kept open, and provisions, 
dothesy and shoes stored at convenient points. The 
length of the day's march must bo such as to allow 
tha train of cannon, waggons, bullock-carts, and bag* 
gage mules to keep up with the fighting part of the 
fiycosL I now began to understand the problems which 
have puaded five hundred generations of schoolboyi, 
r the exception possibly of the proverbial genitif 
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in the fourth f onn ; why Epaminondas did not idTanoe 
on Sparta from the battle-field of Leuctra ; why Haa- 
nihal did not advance upon Home from the alanghter 
of CannsB. We never succeeded in moving our tents 
and furniture to a distance of more than four coss from 
the last encampment The coantiy being strange, there 
continually occurred some misunderstanding about the 
name and direction of places. Our guides lost their 
way, and our wheels came off, and our carters stopped 
to bathe in the nullahs. Sometimes there was no track, 
and the weakest and the most insane of the elephants 
had to be left behind to convey our heavy property. 
Then the rice fell short, and the oxen fell sick, and the 
mounted escort feU ofiC and our servants fell to logger- 
heads with the village peopla Nothing but Tom's 
excellence as a quartermaster-general saved us from 
confusion a great deal worse confounded. He shone^ 
not only as an administrator, but as a tactician. It is 
far e&der work to manoeuvre a battalion of volunteers^ 
among whom every third man considers his claims to 
the colonelcy overwhelming, than to bring a line of 
half a hundred elephants through a thorn jungle with* 
out clubbing them hopelessly. As it is impossible to 
see more than ten yards to the right and left^ a gap 
once made^ there is eveiy chance that the array will be 
split up into two fragments, marching towards opposite 
quarters. The mahouts are a laxy stupid lot^ with none 
of Uie interest in the sport displayed by English beaten, 
and with a more than ordinary Hindoo &culty for 
going to sleep under circumstances the most unsuited 
for that pastime. They are vexy tender of their skins, 
sod, when not strictly watched, are apt to follow the 
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liow^ih ebphant thiougb the thicket in a long string, 
;««fa>aH of beating the buahes on either aide of him. 
Oooaequentlj eveiy sportsman has to look very sharply 
after his section of the Una At first I expected to 
ftel the want of an intimate a cquain t an c e with the 
Balm tenns of abuse; but a copious fimnt of yigorom 
Ti!«g»iA aisisted hy the signs that are common to all 
limsb was an excellent substitute for a fiill vocabiOaiy 
of veniaoular dang ; the more so as I had provided 
mTself with one disparaging epithet, which seldom 
^»u> finiM, ^Budxart^" "base-born," which has the 
advantage^ laie in Hindoo Billingsgate, of not embody- 
ing a painful and unscrupulous assertion regarding the 
f ftt^ia relatives of the person addressed. Probably 
tiie mahouts in the army of Hannibal were not over 
and above familiar with colloquial Punic, and yet that 
MBinent general appears to have had no difficulty in 
e^laining to them when their animals were to slide 
down a glader on their hind quarters, and when they 
wen to wait till the cruet-stand was brought up from 
the rear. I adopted a simple plan. Whenever a driver 
appeared incorrigibly sluggish or disobedient I made 
him take his place next me, within reach of my load- 
ing-rod. For instance, if a fellow in a turban loitered 
behind to steal sugar-canes, I would call out^ "Hi, 
r pogree-wallah \ Pugree-wallah, hi 1" Hereupon wu 
gj^^nir^ the attention of all the men wearing pugreei» 
who were thus as a class interested in identifying tbe 
enlpiit; and, at a wave of my arm, they would shove 
him in front of the line^ and pass him on till he came 
into tbe place of torment One very drowsy old boy. 
with a loDg white beard, passed three-fourths of eveiy 



lay in this unenviable post The heat and the exoite- 
nent of Indian shooting are a severe trial to the 
temper. It is especially necessary to be careful with 
your own mahout^ as he sits immediately below, within 
die swing of your fist^ and, as both his hands are occu- 
pied, the temptation to box his ears is, on provocation,' 
fearfolly strong. I should like to see Job himself at 
the moment when, as he is loading for dear hb, with a 
leopard in the reeds before him, the mahout takes him 
under a bruich which sweeps the top of the howdah, 
knocks him breathless on to the seat^ scratches his pet 
rifle from muzzle to breach, and sends a charge of Aot 
through the crown of his helmet Unfortunately, your 
orders are liable to be mistaken on account of the simi- 
hrity between the two words which are most often in 
your mouth, '< left * and * right" Their sound is well 
enough represented by ** binah * and " dinah ;" though 
a young gentleman who has been pronounced ** Satis- 
&ctoiy " in Oordoo will not be content with anything 
under * bahini," and " dahini." 
• At two o'clock we r^me to the skirts of a wide plain 
of turf, with here and there a patch of grass a foot or so 
in height browned by the sun. To an English eye the 
Ldture of tne ground showed poor pronuse of game. 
3ut my companions knew better, and agreed that tha 
cream of the sport was stOl to come. We made a halt 
and lunched on plum-cake and cold tea. No sensible 
hunter will touch alcohol in any shape till the day's 
work is over. Nothing but the strictest temperance can 
avert the dangers of the heat and glare. Indeed, total 
abstinence is the safest rule for the jungle. The first 
evening we indulged freely in ale and sherry ; then we 
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IM A MAD ELEPHANT. 

OHM down to daiet^ and from that to lemonade^ and a 
attztoxB of beer and aodarwater, which vas yeiy le- 
ftBahing at the prioa The ehaxms of brandy and be- 
latftee pawnee^ a beverage which goes by the name of a 
*PV* (according to the favourite derivation, because 
eaeh draught ia a ''peg" in your coffin), are fieur too 
aadnctive and insidious lor a climate which in itself 
finda more than sufficient work for the nervea» 

i&fker tiffin we advanced in a half-moon, so that the 
howdah elephants on the wings formed bastions, whence 
wfilading fire might sweep from right to> left Our 
xf presented a most impressive appeamooe as we 
moved over the plain in stately guise. No Eastern 
poleptaie marching to subdue an empire could present 
» mora finmidable front than thia party of civiliaaa 
beatiog for hare and partridge. The firing was incos- 
aU along the lina Besides small game, the long 
swarmed with hog-deer and antelope, while now 
•ad then a mijestio florican flapped away in the dis- 
tanoe. Before we had gone very £u; one of the pad 
4lf]?H^ who* had throughout the day shown symp- 
taaa of mild frensy, now threw aside every vestige of 
aaaityt and knocked over three of his smaller comrades 
in aoecesaioB, not being chivalroua enough to butt one 
of lua own aiae. . Tom, after a hurried investigation, de: 
dacnd him to be a criminal lunatic, ordered him to be 
put into a sort of straight pad, and told oiT two great 
toak-wallahs to act aa keepers, who beat him about with 
their tranks until he became tractabla Towards eveD>> 
ia% a qwtted deer got up in front of Benson, who fired a 
ahfli which broke its kg. We started in pursuit; plying 
ii with ball and dug, but for a long time it succeeded ia 
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keeping about eighty yards ahead, till U took sanctuary 
in a bush. When we came up we found ouraelvea in 
the most ridiculous plight^ for eveiy one of our thirty: 
barrels had been dischaiged. At last Mildred loaded 
again, and shot the annual dead, whOe Benson and I 
gave it a parting salvo ; and, finally, the lf^iwi,,t.*^ tn 
mahouts jumped down and cut its throaty calling upon 
Allah, and pretending to imagine that it was still alive. 
By this piece of hypocrisy they comfort their otm- 
ficienoes, for they profess to believe with the Jews that 
God -will set His &ce against that soul that eateth 
"blood, and will cut him off from among Hia people :** 
a doctrine which, since the manifesto of the bishops 
against the unfortunate man of Natal, I anppoae we 

must all hold as necessaiy to salvation, in common with 
Hebrew and Mussuhnan. That night, when the game 
was laid in *atate at the tent<bor, we counted fiftem . 
lioles in the body of the deer. Ton may be sure we did 
not dispute the possession of the skin. 

And several days passed in like manner, as delighifbl 
as constant change of scene, the innumereble chanoes of 
tlie chase, and rare good fellowship could make them. 
We bathed, and hunted^ and lunched, and hunted again. 
We had our fiur share of inddents. Tom shot a pea- 
cock through the neck with a aingle ball, at a distanoe 
of two hundred yards, and I hit an old cow in the ' 
atomach at a distanoe of twenfy, under the impression 
that* ahe was a wild buffala' A native thie( on being 
detected among the tent-ropes, ran a muck with a beer 
^^^% and created a panic among our servants^ but wis 
eventually knocked down by Mildred, who executed a 
n^e justice on his person with a bootoack, and then 
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^ao FUCKA KUBBUB. 

kicked liim out of eamp. We played whist, we skinned 
biidib we manufoctuied and wore to rags an endless 
supply of bad jokes, which, in after days, will be the 
thibboleth of the expedition. We disputed by the hour 
on iieok)gy, physiokgy, free-thought, free-trade, free- 
win, the lespective merits of light and heavy chaigw 
of powder, and the Tirtues of tobacco as a sopoiifia On 

the Saturday night we held a general council, to con- 
sider the propriety of shooting on the morrow, since 
theie were no ladies or clergymen to scandalize, no 
dnuch to attend, and nothing to do but to read " Tris- 
«tnm Shandy," which can hardly be said to come 
under the category of Sunday books. Old associataom 
pievailed, and we resolved not to have out the pad 
uleplianfai, bat to make a diUmr to the next camping- 
gKOond, and ''shoot anything we came across," which 
ccmpnsed five pigeon^ three hares, a jackal, a wild ci^ 
and a cobra-capella. At length, during dinner, one 
evening, a cowherd came wiUi information, or kubbor, 
fffP ff>mlng a tiger, which had carried off a bullock at 
m place soma six miles to the eastward. Now here wm 
Imbbnr, but the momentous question was, "is it 
r pooka?" Tom thought it looked well, and, if the 
man's story was true, our chances seemed very good; 
te a tiger invariably lurks three days in the usi^ 

boudiood of his pr^. 
We went to bed in high expectation, and the next 
, mf^^^Z Benson called up the whole party four seveitl 
^mMt before six o'clock, our usual hour for rising 
f Yoa have waked me too soon," as the Irishman said 
when suspended animation was restored during hii 
pranatore funeral htes. Tom's native official was vei; 
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anxious to be allowed to see the sport, but refused an 
offer of one of the pad elephants, on the ground that he 
entertained "apprehensions that inconvenience would 
'result from the friction ;" so I took him up in my 
back seat, while the man who had lost the bullock 
stood behind Tom's howdah. The forest in which the 
tiger was supposed to be lying was very extensive^ 
which considerably decreased our hopes. Our captain 
gave strict orders to fire at nothing except tiger «^tm^ 
sambhur, a gigantic deer of the elk species. As invari- 
ably happens in such a case, the less noble game seemed 
to find pleasure in tftufatlianng us. Antelopes stood 
gazing upon us out of their large eyes for Tninnt<M| toge- 
ther. Great hogs trotted gravely away within pistol- 
shot Pearfowl and jungle-hens scuttled about till the 
ground beneath looked like a poultry-yard. At last a 
very small ikwn proved too much for my forbearanoa 
But the consciousness of guilt unnerved my aim. I 
missed, and Tom's voice pealed down the line— 

"Is that a tiger?" 

"No; a deer." 

"What? A sambhur?" 

** I— I— rm not quite certain. I think it was." 

Soon after, a peacock, which had strutted before my 
iMMe for a quarter of a mile^ became inesistibla I fired, 
and, being now hardened in orime, not unsuocessftilly. 
Then came the question— 

"tiallol Whafsthat?" ' 

"ffm. Hy gun went off" 

•I know that What did it go off at?" 

This time I judiciously pretended to be out of ear- 
shot 
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After sfcrngg^gthnnigb two miles of frightlul Uiickei 

came to a diy xnQlah, along which we maxched, 

Ceeliiig the bank with our right A conviction seemed 

to preiTail that a crisis was approaching. " Gonfonnd 

*ihoee mahoats" I jaid, *'thcgr'ie trying to sneak off" 

Mj companion leplied, ''Sire, they seem bent upon 

^'abaconding.'' And now we reached a spot that to a 

noTiee had much of hmor and mystexy* On the brink 

of the rayine lay a tract ovexgiown with rank coarse 

graai^ which overtopped the shonlder of the tallest 

olephani Every tree in the neighbourhood was covered 

'wiA a swarm of fool vnltores, who filled the air with 

disooidant iU-omened cries. We began to j>erceive a 

Strang smdl of puMd flesh, which became more oppree- 

rive as we drew on. Here, or nowhere, was the tiger's 

lair. Ihe contrast which onr array now presented to 

its oidinaxy appearance was as marked as that between 

a battalion on paradis and in actioiL The drivers of the 

smaller beasts hung back, and one by one left their 

places in the line, while the howdah-bearers gradually 

eoBxvaiged towards tiie point where the stench and tlie 

dond of flies told ns that the tyrant of the jangle could 

not be &r distant Silent as death, with finger on 

trigger, every nerve quivering with excitement, straining 

oar eyes downwards to left and right» we advanced in 

* duster, step by step, through the tangled v^tatioa 

To my dying day I shall never forget the look on 

HUdred's face as he peered into the ground below. Ten 

yards fitom the brink of the gully we came upon the 

mangled remnant of the bullock, and then the grass 

was agitated as witii the motion of some large aniinalr 

aifdp casting back a glance of scorn, at the throng d 
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men and brutes, forth he stalked from his covert, the 
Royal Ncpaul Tiger. Quick as thought came the report 
of all our rifles, and more than one red spot appeared 
on his tawny flank. With a roar, aflash of his tail, and 
one tremendous bound, he was among us. I have a 
very dim recollection of what followed. Bullets weiB 
whixring all around, Tom firing over my shoulder, and 
Benson into my howdah; the tiger at one time oi^ the 
head of Mildred's elephant^ at another between the legs 
of mine; our beasts trumpeting, and plunging, and 
rolling ; the rank and file scampering away in ungovem* 
able terror. At the end of what seemed ten minutes^ 
and was perhaps ninety seconds, the tiger lay dead 
amidst the trampled grass, with sue balls in his body 
one in the foreleg and another through the braiiL 

We returned in triumph, shooting at everything that 
presented itsel£ I achieved a conquest over an ancient 
swine, which I brought down as it careered past at a 
distance of at least fifteen feet from the muszle of my 
gun, at the rate of two miles an hour, including stop- 
pages. As our Mahommedan followers refused to have 
anything to do with the unutterable flesh, we forced 
some Hindoos to alight and hoist the boar on to an 
elephant as it knelt on the ground. It is hard to say 
whether the men or the animal evinced most disgust 
For a long time the mahouts pretended that the weight 
was more than they could manage; but at last they 
heaved the pig up, upon which the elephant raised itself 
on its forelegs, shot off its burden behind, and scrambled 
away in this absurd attitude, roaring horribly. After a 
quarter of an hour of this nonsense, during which I 
endeavoured in vain to quicken the movements of the 
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gnmp by pelting them with custaxd-apples from an 
overtiangiiig bough, I appeared among them with my 
loading-rod, as a dioMus ex machind, and the job was 
done in fifty seconds. Tom offered to prepare the boar's 
•knll to be preserved as a trophy, which excited the 
moat supreme contempt in the breast of Mildred, who 
remariced, " Some time hence, when the whole thing 
" has been forgotten, you can say you speared hun." 

We agreed to drink our last two bottles of Simkin 

In honour of our signal victory. After dinner the fun 

became uproarious. Every glass added an inch to the 

' length and height of the tiger, till at last he assumed 

such monstrous proportions in Benson's mouth that 

Iddred jotted down the items^ and chalked a rude 

sketch of the animal on the tabia The result was 

eertaiidy startling. ''Oad, sir," said the artist, "a 

•«yoni^ elephant is nothing to him.* At last Tom 

knocked down Mildred for a song, who gave us the 

following plaintive ditty, replete with touching allusion 

to Oovemment paper, in which he had lately taken a 

deep interest^ with a view to future investment 
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John Comptny, my Jo^ John, 

When we were fixit acqaent 
Ton homnred, like the Tenkeei^ 

At eight or ten per eent 
Our Fonre are now at par, John ; 

Onr Caah Reqniranenta low. 
Tet hoBonr to your old good name^ 

John Company, my Jo. 

John Company, my Jo, John, 
Thoee t^^t ti^t dayi are paat^ 

To9 Kngliah budget ayatem 
A raiplai ahowi at laat 
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In eij^teen aoTenty-threc^ John, 

To limbo yon mnat go^ 
And all your atoek will be redeemed, 

John Company, my Jo.** 

Tom foUowed'with a chanson a thought too local for 
English taste. Still, if Longfellow considers himself 
justified in borrowing the burden of a song from the 
dead languages, a Mofussil collector has surely a right 
to pay the same compliment to Oordoo, the current 
dialect in the north of India. * Juldee jao* really does 
mean "go quickly;" whereas "excelsior" is not "higher," 
but simply " taller," a horrid bit of Americamsm. Phty 
observe that "lao," which is pronounced like the first 
three letters in "lout^" is the Hindoostanee for "biing;" 
that "qui hye** is the ordinary summons to a servant ; 
that a mookhtar is a natire attorney and a omedwan 
a native petitioner ; and that Mahommed is a name as 
universal among kitmutgars as John amoQg London 
footmen. 
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When from the palkee I deaeend. 

Too weaiy to r^ioe 
At eight of my Mofoaaa friaod, 

I ery with liMble Toice^ 
Ere yet within the genial tnb 

I plunge my elammy brow ; 
'Qui hye, Mahommed, brandy ahnb^ 

'Belattee pawnee laol' 



" Aa from Catcheny home I apin. 

Worn with the*ceaaeleaB root 
Of mookhtare quarrelling within 

And omedwana without, 
My aenrant eatehee from afkr 

The mandate^ 'Juldee Jao I 
* Hullo, there I Brandy, Utmutgar 

'Belattee pawnee laol' 
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BELATTSi FAmm LAO. 

" WlMa I, * poor fonikai brata^ 

Ob fiTorod oonch ropoM ; 
Ko mui of medical npato 

Within * hiudral oo« ; 
Om MTorsigii nmady I kaow, 

WhoM TirtuM all allow ; 
'Q«ihyi»Mihffmniod, Brandy do 1 

'BolattMpawnoolaor" 
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Yonn truly, 



H. Bbouohton. 
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Oaloutta, Afra 1% 186S. 

Dear Simkhts,—- The hot weather has set in. These 
woids may convey to you no very definite idea» beyond 
the general one^ of punkahs and iced champagne ; but 
to us they are the earnest of miseries which are unut- 
terable. The amenities of life are over for the year. 
Hie last waits has been danced in the assembly-rooms ; 
the last wicket has been pitched on the cricket ground ; 
the last tiffin eaten in the Botanical gardens ; the last 
couple married in the cathedral, at the veiy sensible and 
iincioionical hour of half-past five in the afternoon. 
People have settled themselves down to be clammy, 
and gloomy, and hepatic for six grilling months. The 
younger and more vigorous effloresce with a singularly 
unpleasant eruption, known as "prickly heat" — a con- 
dition which is supposed to be a sort of safefy-valve for 
feverish tendencies^ and which, therefore, excites the 
envy of all who are not so blessed. Conceive a climate 
mch that an exquisitely painful cutaneous disorder is 
iUowed to be a firir subject of congratulation 1 And in 
inch a plight^ amidst a temperature of 97* in the shade 
and anything firom headache to apoplexy in the sun, men 
are supposed to transact official work from mom till 
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^tewj eve. Is it &ir to expect high efficiency under 
such dieomstances ? Aie enlarged views compatible 
with enlarged livers? No strain is put upon the re- 
flective powers of Strasbourg geesa Their most actiye 
mental exercise is a vague consciousness of an increasing 
weight under the right wing. And why should English 
gentlemen be debarred ftom a privilege extended to 
/\]y fif8^« £gwls ? It required the transcendent genius of 
Milton to imagine for the lost angels this aggravation 
of their punishment^ that they should carry on public 
Inisiness amidst the burning marle^ 'and beneath the 
ioriid dime vaulted with fire. The second book of 
'Baradiee Lost* reads like the proceedings during the 
meeting of a Supreme Council to decide on the question 
of peace and war with Burmah or Nepaul, in which the 
aggiesshre schemes of Moloch, the first ordinary 
member, are opposed by Mammon, the finandsl 
member, who is nervous about his surplus, and who 
thinks that the country needs ** repose " in order thit 
her resources may be developed by judicious, but heartjr 
•id from Governments — 

*« This dMert mQ 
WtBts not hm Uddn lastn^ gems and gold ; 
Kor want we ddU or trt, from wh«iio6 to niat 
MMgfiiAtac^ And what can Hmtoi ahow 



There can be no doubt that Manmion was adverse to an 
annexation poliqr. And yet the poet does not inflict 
upatk the fallen dierubim any heavier task than that of 
i«^Vtftg god liitening to speeches, a labour which be 
Justly considered to be severe enough for such an atmo- 
ephera. There were no reports to be written, no ac- 
counts to be kept, no boxes to be worked off and passed 
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on. Thammus would find his annual wound a very 
different thing firom an annual estimate of the net pro> 
duce of the sales when opium was at 1423 rupees a 
chest ; and Astoreth would soon have worried herself 
into an attack of dysentery, if the Sidonians, instead of 
paying her ^ their vows and songs,* had paid five per 
cent onMadapollams tariffed at ninepenceiand disposed 
of in the market at one-and-fourpence the pound. 
Why, I ask, should the condition of enlightened public- 
spirited civilians be worse than that of Biomion and 
Beelzebub ? 

Take your map of India, and find, if you can, a more 
uninviting spot than the town whose name stands at 
the head of this letter. Placed in the burning plain of 
Bengal, on the largest delta in the world, amidst a net- 
work of sluggish, muddy streams, in the neighbourhood 
of the jungles and marshes of the Sunderbunds, and yet 
80 distant from the open sea as to miss the benefits of 
the bi^eeze which consoles Madras for the want of a cold 
season and a Permanent Settlement-— it unites ev^ 
condition of a perfectly unhealtliiy situatioa If the 
Government were in want of a site for a convalescent 
hospital, they could not pray for one more to their tasta 
The place is so bad by nature that human efforts could 
do little to make it worse ; but that little has been done 
fidthfully and assiduously. "God made the country,* 
evidently without a view to its becoming a European 
colony ; and ** man made the town,* and the municipal 
council made the drains. The combined effect is ovei^ 
whelming. Statistics cannot express the state of the 
native streets. The imassisted genius for manufSscturing 
smells displayed by the Hindoo becomes stupendous 
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wlim aided by the aanitaiy measures of the local 
antboiities. A walk in Dhumimtollah Lane would 
pnnre too much for a City Missionaiy, and would tiy 
tbe stomach of a costermonger. During the hot 
months^ the English aristocracy live entirely among the 
lolly mansions fringing the Maidan, the vast plain of 
tozf which forms the Hyde Park of Calcutta. Hen 
they lead an artificial life amidst gardens, and veran- 
dahi^ and spacious saloons alive with punkahs, and 
would as soon think of walking as of taking their ca^ 
rii^ fifty yards within the limits of the Black Town. 
! In fad; we have at our doors a r^on which we dare 
not enter under penalty of a headache, or of feeling like 
a French juryman returning from the Exhibition vid 
Folkestone and Dieppa It is only necessary to make an 
hoar's journey up or down the river in order to appre- 
ciate tiie atmosphere of Calcutta. At Baitackpore, 
where the average rate of mortality does not much 
exceed that in the Irish quarter of Liverpool during t 
typhus £Bver in the haymaking season, the air appean 
balmy and genial to a visitor firom the capital. 

A soldier m%ht go through three battles of Waterloo 
with no greater ride of life than he incurs during a re- 
•idBDce of a year in FOrt WiUiam. Out of every thou- 
sand soldiers quaitiBred in Bengal, sixty-five die in the 
oouae of every tvrelvemonUL And these not dd 
Qidhyes^ with dbgged liven and shattered nerves, but 
picked men in the very spring and prime of life, seat 
fioftfa from home sound in wind and limb, with open 
dieita^ and arched feet^ and broad straight backs. Of 
eoldier^ wives forty-four die yearly in the thousand; 
an4i of their children, eighty-eight in the thousand. As 



an old surgeon said, in 1672, of the Europeans in Bom- 
bay, They reckon that they walk in chamel-houseR. 
"Ir five hundred one hundred survive not" The 
European army in Bengal has, hitherto, disappeared in 
every ten and arhalf year& This computation of course 
includes the men who have been invalided. The yearly 
mortality among the officers rises from nine to the 
thousand in London to twenty-four to the thousand in 
Bengal The civilians, by dint of horse-exercise^ and 
ice, and cool rooms, and tripsto Simla, and f^loug^ to 
Europe, and (a better medicine than any) oonstant and 
interesting occupation, keep down their average to 
something over seventeen in the thousand. But a hard- 
vorked official finds no lack of indications that he is 
not at Malvern or Torquay. After his first year in Cal- 
cutta, an Englishman can no longer sleep as he once 
slept, or eat as he once ate, and it is lucky if he drinks 
no more than he once drank. If you asked him to run, 
he would laugh in your fSetca I sometimes think that 
our uniform success in Indian warfiEure may be partially 
due to the ffict that our countrymen, by long disuse,Iose 
the power of running away. Above all, the mental 
faculties deteriorate surely and rapidly in this hateful 
climate. The mind, like the body, becomes languid and 
flabby and nerveless. Men live upon the capital of 
their energy and intellect, backed by occasional remit- 
tances from home* or from the hills. While this suda- 
rium continues to be the seat of government^ the public 
interests do not suffer only under the head of sick 
allowances and pensions ; the work done here by the 
•enrants of the Crown, is £ar inferior in quality and 
quantity to what it would be in a more congeidal air. 
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Hiis may be oleariy seen in the case of literaiy oompo- 
sifcioiii, which I take to be the most thorough strain on 
the mind— a sort of moral gymnastics, the greatest ex- 
erase for the greatest number of intellectual powexi 
Ai home, <m a pinch, a man may write his veiy best for 
fire honiB in the day, and four months on end. Perhapi 
« Ask Mamma* might be produced at the rate of eight 
hoan a day, and " Aurora iloyd* at the rate of twelve^ 
while the accomplished author of * Proverbial Philo- 
sophy " may have spent weeks together in the sweet 
tiuoes of creatiTe travail Poor old Tupper 1 thou art, 
as' it were, the village donkey, at whom every one has t 
shy as he passes onward to his daily work. Blessed for 
thee will be the hour, in which. a now Montgomeiy 
may take his place beside thee on the green, at whom 
wayward youth may discharge the potato of satire ; to 
whose tail fastidious middle life may attach the tin 
kettle of hostile criticism. Sweet it is to lie on tlie 
loeswood tables in a Glapham drawing-room I Sweet to 
be quoted in households where even Cowper may not 
pen^nte^ where even PoUok is held to be profane and 
woiidly 1 But these joys may be too dearly purchased 
Do th^ compensate thee for the ruthless raillery of the 
Saiwrda^ Benmot For the clumsy mockery of the 
Prmt, kicking, not a sick lion, but a prostrate brother! 
Do they repay thee for the misery of seeing tliy divioe 
name popularly quoted at the opposite end of the poetic 
scale fhmi that of the Swan of Avon ? What Beview, 
weekly or quarterly, metropolitan or provincial, canst 
thou open without lighting upon that baleful, but fami- 
liar plnase, ^ all bards from Shakespeare to Tuppert' 
Or. that sentence^ which thou believest to be a transla- 



tion from Sophocles, which speaks of thee in connexion 
with gods^ and men, and columns ? 

But to return. Three consecutive houi« of original 
composition on a summerly in Calcutta, is a sufficient 
task for the strongest brain. Woe to him who ventures 
to court the muse in the first watch of the ni^t, the 
hour when she lends the kindest ear to her votaries. 
When he tears himself from the pleasing labour, it is 
with nerves in high exdtement^ and a sensation in his 
head as if all the vessels and cellules in which thought 
lies were in a state of rabid red inflammation. Asleep- 
less couch is the certain penalty for his presumption ; 
and sleep is even more a necessary of life here than iii 
England. So that^ after fancying that he has wrested 
some hours of study firom the unwilling night, he finds 
himself in the position of the Emperor Titus. I some^ 
tmies think that the classical idea of departed spirits' 
sliadows pursuing shadowy occupations, hunting incor- 
poreal game, mining for immaterial treasure, tending 
visionary sheep, must have been suggested by the expo- 

nences of the day that succeeds a sleepless iight Ton 
go about your ordinary cares without interest; you eat 
and drink without gratification ; venison seems tasteless 
and champagne insipid; you read without reflection,' 
and talk without animation ; your actions are prompted 
by habit, not by choice; you seem to Uve, but life is 
neither peinful nor pleasant I cannot conceive a man, 
who knows in what the value of writing consists, after 

ijaving completed one book while resident in tiiis climatei 
dchbeiately and in cold blood commencing another; 
ttd I beKeve that no one, who had lived and toiled 
«»B for ten years, would be capable of producing a 
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fiTBt-rlftim work. Even Anthony Trollope would fiM- 
comb to the exhalations of the Lai Baxaar. Eren Di 
Stanley would become as Camming, and Tennyaon a»- 

** AUuioiii lore anmored lia bora. 
And wAtelied his books atUis, 
By hit foes' sdmisaioii, 
Tha sarantiath adition, 
lika 'Tha Bights of ICsn,' bj PhOBa." 

Sniely this simple epitaph would well suit one whs 
fondly imagined that he was writing poetry when k 
Addressed the Princess Alexandra thns — ' 

4 

t 

10,000,000 waleomas t 

100,000,000 walcomea t 

1,000,000^000 waloomas I 
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Farewell, my Tapper 1 
1,000,000,000,000,000,000 &Tewells I 

Hear Dc Moore, of the Bombay Medical Service, i 
most able and observant officer— 

* In Indian hill ranges it is not the terrestrio-miis- 
*matic cadses of disease alone which are parUallj 
"escaped; it is the absence of intense heat^ the lowe^ 
*ing of the temperatore some ten or fifteen degreei» 

* which allows the European to recover his elasticitj 

* of vital and physical powers — which the fervid httt 
" of the plains depresses to the lowest existing poiot 
" -^which allows him to obtain a moderate quantity d 
' exeidse, without imdue fatigue and exhaustion, ssd 
** which conduces to his obtaining rest and sleep hj 
' ni^^t^ free from the forbidding causes of the phdn— 
«* heat and mosquitoes. 

* "Am a natural consequencjB^ the body not only bo- 
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'comes invigorated and inspirited, but the mind also 
"more active, and capable of greater and sustained 
"action. 

"A clear intellect^ and a temperature of 88* Fah- 
"renheit^ are almost incompatibilities^ when long and 
"continued intellectual exertions are required; and it 
"may be stated, that the capabilities of any individual 
"AS regards the latter vary inversely as the heat of the 
" dima^. Intense application and deep thought never 
"prospered long together where the body is always on 
" the qui viv$ to keep itself cooL The hands, perhaps, 
"may be taxed, but not the head. The latter, after a 
"certain time, either fails or performs its work unsatis- 
" &ctorily. 

* Hence, in hill stations, whether for good or evil, 
"there is generally a fresher, more eneigetic, and, it 
" perhaps may be added, more intellectual tone than is 

met with among the dweDers on the plains. There 
" is not the heat to feel and talk about^ and the climate 
"seems to instil a new life into both mind and body. 
" It gives a greater elasticity, and enables Europeans 
''to undeigo more than they could possibly endure 
"under the 'punkah' and 'tatties^' or exposed to the 
"heat without those necessaries. It is the ciicum- 
" atance of a hill climate being a sanatarium y^r the 
" mind as weU as the body which adds so immensely 
"toitsvalua" 

But, besides sanitary defi^icts, there are other objec- 
tions to Calcutta as the seat of the Central Government ; 
for, as long as that Government remains here^ it can 
te central only in nama At present the chief dij is 
poked up in an ang|Ie of the empire, with nothing to 
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the ewt of it eiccept part of our Bunneae dominioni 
It lies »t ft disfAuce of nearly five hundred miles (as 
Uie crow and Geueral Pope fly) from Allahabad, the 
capital of the North- West; six hundred milea from 
tucknow, the capital of the Chief Commissionerslip 
of Oude, and from Nagpore, the capital of the Chief 
Commisaionerehip of that Uk; more than eight hun- 
dnd miles from Delhi, the focus of native intercsU; 
nine hundred from Madras ; more than one thousand 
ftom Bombay ; and between eleven and twelve hundred 
milM from Lahore. During the criHis of the Mntiiij 
the people on the scene of action were left to manage 
M Utej best might, without orders from head-quarten, 
and with small chance of making their position known 
to the supreme authorities. Sir John Lawrence foughl 
his province as a brave captain fighU his vessel when 
lie finds himself surrounded by the hostile fleet in i 
fog which prevents him from discerning his admiral') 
aignala It is fortunate for England that our officen 
acted in the spirit of Nelson's golden rule—" when i 
•oommauder is in doubt what to do, he cannot be in 
"the wrong if he lajrs hi« ship alongside the nearest 
-enemy." But it ia not only wbOe great events are in 
progrees that the inconveniences of the hole-and-conifr 
situation of Calcutta are severely felt In the mosi 
piping time* of peace (why are times of peace piping I) 
the expense and delay in the transmission of despatches 
constitute a very serious public evil When instructioD! 
dom the India Office at Home, relating to the Punjab 
axtin at Bombay, they are within nine hundred miles of 
the Gorenmient to which they refer ; but» as they mu* 
-b« ralnnitted to the Supreme Authonuw, before tbej 
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Rich iheir destination tliey wilt have jnade a jonmey 
of two thousand two fanndnd miles in % direct line : 
fuid a journey of two thousand two hundred miles ia 
India is no joke. 

3at t))e Imperial Oovarmnent should not only be 
locally central.' It must likewise be morally oenbaL 
Aa long as the Viceroy, tlie Council, and the Secretariat 
■n settled in the capital of a Preaidenoy, that Presi- 
dency will always rule the rest of India. To thia day 
Bombay and Madras are familiarly spoken of as " the 
* Minor Presidencies ; " while the north-west provinces, 
with their thirty millions of inhabitaots, and the Pnn- 
j>il\ with its sixtoon millions, are regarded an men 
•li'pcndoncies of Bengal. And how should it be other- 
u'ue? From the time that our Easteru doiuinions 
ucie united under tlie superintendence of one supreme 
iuithority, that authority has been located at Calcutta. 
As long as this state of things lasts, Bengal influences 
uid Bengal habits of thought will direct or modiiy 
eveiy measure of the Supreme Government. Then is 
no danger lest the servants of the favoured Presidency 
Elioald use their power fur tlieir own selfish advantage 
Bat it is not good that the ofiicials of fiomboy and the 
IVajab should'have no voice in roatten which are of 
special moment to themselves, or which concern the 
general interests of the empire. It may be said, with- 
oat. exaggeration, that a young fellow who begins his- 
in the Southern Presidencies has no hope of 
ever taking part in the general adminisnation of tho' 
crantiy. A man might oount the Madru and Bombay: 
ifBceis who are employed in the Snprcms Administra- 
'■••■1 .n t!'." Pi^fws (if ■.••.f I -nd r\e- if I;? \:m\ jnw-d 
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sonie time in the establishment of Adoni-bezek, jq 
company with the threescore and ten unfortunate rojnl 
personages who gathered their meat under the table o( 
that remarkably unpleasant monarcL The knowledge 
of this has the most depressing effect on the morak o( 
the services which are thus virtually excluded from 
hi^ and honourable oflBce. This objection to Calcutta 
18 the official capital is so strong as to outweigh all 
others. It is absolutely essential that the Supreme 
GoYemment should be impartial, unbiassed by local 
pr^ndices or associations, — ^in a word, imperial; and, 
while India is, to a certain extent^ misgoverned fron 
this cause, Bengil is over-governed Zealous and able 
Ooundllors and Secretaries of State, who watch things 
going wrong under their nose, would be more than 
official if the temptation to direct interference did not 
•ometimes prove too strong for their forbearance The 
local powers are hampered, and trammelled, and fretted 
by the constant presence of a superior authority. No 
one would be more heartily glad to see the backs of 
the members of the Supreme Grovemment than the 
magnates of the Presidency of Bengal 

The expense of changing house is, of course, the' 
strongest argument against moving the seat of Govern- 
ment from Calcutta to some less enervating and pesti- 
lential climate ; and undoubtedly' it would cost no trifle 
to found a new official metropolis for a country of oiore 
than four times the area of Oreat Britain and France 
together. Bnt^ when we look the matter in the faoe^ 
many of the difficulties vanish. From the ciroumstanoei 
under which our Eastern empire came into existence^ 
* *laige share of power remained in the hands of the 
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provincial authorities. It was long before the Southern 
Pit^idencies could be brought to acknowledge what 
Mr. Grote would call the Hegemony of Bengal ; and 
even now the idea of centralization is repugnant to the 
Indian official mind. At Madras and Bombay, Alla- 
habad and Lahore, Nagpore, Lucknow, and Bangoon, 
much public business is carried on which in a European 
State would be transacted at the capital city. Con- 
sequently, the staff of public servants stationed at Cal- 
cutta, and attached to the Supreme Government, is not 
so laige as to render the removal of that Government a 
work of extraordinary labour and cost A very large 
proportion of the empkyh resident in the capital belong 
to the Government of Bengal, and would therefore stay 
where they are. It must not be foigotten that the whole 
1(^ staff come under this head — judges, barristers, 
attorneys, clerks, registrars, and false witnesses. Even 
the High Court is a Bengal tribunal 

In the case of an empire which can trace the history 
of it9 growth through long centuries, the associations 
which gather round the chief city form a tie which few 
Utilitarians could find it in their heart tp break. Even 
in that fearful year when the Thames gave up his dead 
cats, when volumes of foul vapours rolled in at every 
one of Barry's mullioned windows ; when honourable 
members sat gloomy and silent in the smoking-room, or 
lay on their backs on the floor of the dressing^dosets in 
the agonies of nausea ; when Pam became sobered and 
Bright pale and pensive ; when there was only a basin 
between Spppner and Eternity ; — ^not then did it cross 
the mind of the most qualmish l^iislator to suggest that 
the English Curia should be transferred from the sacred 
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•oil of Westminster. Tliat august ally of ours, thongl 
ha cu«fuUy demolishes every relio of the old rf'jimi. 
and of the great events which have placed a. guIpL 
between the eighteenth and niaeteeiiLti centuries, aim 
only at adorning the ancient site, and has no tlioughtof 
Cieatiiig a new Paris in a distant depaitmeuL Such, al 
kut, I preaome to be his intentions ; for the Imperial 
aecreta, if Mr. Tennyson is to be believed, ai-e eutnist«d 
only to a single confidant of very questionable rcpnta- 
tioo. Even the Yankees seem unwilling to abandon 
those sacied walls within whose precinct they and their 
&theiB have talked bunkum for a couple of [^cnemtiom, 
those classic haunta, hallowed by the recollections ol 
Duiel Webster, and the bodily presence of Mistir 
Chase ; that sublime Capitol, towards which their legioDi 
have fled in dire confusion from many a field of vi'^tolJ 
— ~wbich not even the cackling of Cossius Clay, nor tk 
Camillus who found a Veii in Iticbmond, will save froiu 
the clutches of the barbarians from the South ; tha: 
toetnim on which, in years to come, the heroes wIhi 
flolicat the suffrages of their countrymen will bore theif 
backs and display the scaia which testify to their prowcst 
on Dion than one hord-nin day of battle.' 

In the case of Calcutta tliere is no reason to entertain 
scruples on this score. As I am curious about tlie 
■cenes and ctTcumstances of notable events, imnK- 
diataty on my arrival I instituted an inquiry into tin: 
f^ti ^tjiig associations of the place, and got togetkt 

> Tb* fcngsing puugs [• ntiiosd u ■ praof of th* dMancfuJ 
dl«riffiiB*tioa witb ubith > young EnglahniM, in IBGS, Ihongbt it <• 
dlKOB tha grwtMt «t«iU of hli tinw. I hdiih] with taj elilon. uJ 
npesUd *itk nj tvlttTfi— Sopl. IHS. 
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ihe iJallowiog collection, which is not so rich that it 
ilescrves to have much weight when the expedieaoy of 
changing the seat of Oorenunent oomes to be oob- 

idered. 
I. A Baboo was alive Kone years ago, who stated 
himMlf to have been the native socntary of Warren 
lloatings, and who pointed out the tree under whjoh the 
duel look place. According to hia own acoonat; he was 
sA hand when that Sahib of chequered fiune fought with 
Francis Sahib, "to decide which should be Gcvsmoi^ 
" Gcapral ' — a theory not wholly devoid of truth ; for, if 
limtin^'s had been killed, his advenary would assuredly 
huve seized the reins. Ttia value of this old gentleman's 
icstimony was somewhat impaired by the £aot that his 
presence, on the occasion in qnestioo, did not form a 
feature in the earlier editions of the stoiy, and is stnniglj 
9Dspected to liave been an afterthought. 

2 Tlirre are those still Uving who have often talked 

ith HI) ancient lady who remembered, as a very young 
girt, during an early ride on the Maidan, seeing a gen- 
ileiDon carried across tha grass. On asking his nara^ 
site was informed that he was Mr. Franoia, supposed 1^ 
Mr. MacBulay and Lord Stanhope to be the author of 
the letters of Junius, aitd that he was letuming with 

bullet through bis body, &om aa interview with the 
Govemor-Cfeneral, 

3. The Black Hole was somewhere in Tank Sqwie, 
iliaugh some think that it is a certain room at the office 
of thp liotrd of £xanuneia. 

4. Entlinsiastio antiquarians profess to find traoea of 
the Mahmtta Ditch in the neighbourhood of BaUygnnge. 
Others ate of opioion that these faint indentations in 
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the mQ uro an early effort of the Public WorlcB Depart. 
luent ID the csnal-m&kiiig ling, 

WlereTBr a great mass of public buildings and private 

reeidences has been accumulated in a long Dsurse of 

time, the removal of the penonnei and paraphernalii 

. of Gorenunent wonld oocasion much individual distreai 

and a considerable Ices to the Stata When Constootins 

iBMlved on founding a now Imperial capital on the short 

of the Bosphorus, it must have caused a hitter pang to 

many an old official when he was bidden to snrrendn 

" the gmoke, the pomp, the din of favoured Eome ; " i« 

I torn his back for ever on the temples, and arches, ani 

theatres of the glorious city; the long succession o! 

edioing squares, fringed with stately colonnades ; He 

colossal baths where he had perspired, and sipped negus, 

and betted, and talked scandal ever since ho came to 

man's estate ; the Mint, under the Capitol, where he ssi 

as quffistor during his first and proudest year of public 

life ; the causeway of Appiua. along which he dro?^ 

through the tombs of his ancestors, to take posscssioa 

of his province j and the portico under which, after hij 

irtuni, he Btood to be congratulated on his acqnitt»l 

from the ohajge of extortion and oppression, on the da; 

when he so triumphantly established his innocence u 

the nte of a hundred thousand sesterces to each judga 

«iKiaVenuaViottix,by Scopas, to the Pnetor, Itmusi 

have been a temble blow to him when the gorgeooi 

Basilica, where he had listened to the eloquence of t^e 

great pleaders of the day, was turned into a little Bethel 

for Christians, and when his pretty house-propeity on 

the edge of the Esquilina Hill, where two Augurs and 

the-Emperor'a barber lived within four doom, went dom 
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fi(^ per cent in valoe on the publication (rf the bt«l 
edict which announced that Byiantinm vis hence- 
forward to be the mistress of the world. 

Calcutta, however, is not Some; thon^ old Job 
Cbunock, the Qnirinns of the town, when he pitched 
hit tent under a fine banyan-tree that grew where Port 
William now Btand^ would probably have been oond- 
denbly astonished lud he been told that he was the 
nuclens of a population that would one day exceed fbur 
hundred thousand souls. Still, the servants of the 
Indian Government will, on their departure, have but 
little reason to regret the board-rooms they leave be- 
hind them. It is not too much to say that there is 
nothing here which answers to a public office in London. 
Ohe business of the State is transacted in private houses 
hired or bought for the pnipose. The lobby of the 
l^easury is- a dirty closet with a whitewashed waU, 
daubed with specimens of native at^ and opening into 
an untidy- back-yard Out here the Hone Quarda 
vould be regarded as an el^ant and commodious pile ol 
srchiteetnre, and the National Gallery as the model of a 
uhaste and classic style. The only building which oaa 
properly be said to belong to the Supreme Government 
is the palace of the Viceroy; and this would not be 
( wisted, as the want of aooommodation for the Conitt <rf 
Uw is a crying evil, and Government Houses ftom Uw 
peculiarity of its form, is admirably smted ibr jodicial 
parpoees. Twelve halls of jnstice might be provided— 
br the worst of which the judges at Weatmiostar would 
pull wiga— with veutilatioB that would win-a amUs of 
VptOTsl from Baron Bratnwell, oi^ as I suppose I ought 
u uy, the late Baron Biamwell, ainoe long befcm this 



reacliefl foa be will probably bare fallen a victim to lb 
t)UtTB(^ relatives of expatriated garottera. The resnll 
of the proposed change vrould be that a couple of doia 
of the finest mansions in Calcutta would be thrown into 
the market — a most timely supply, as the scarcity </ 
house-room is already painfully felt They would b* 
immediately aaatched at by the families who are not 
living in discomfort and publicity at hotels and boant 
log-establishments, because respectable and convenieiil 
dwellings are not to be had at any price. No percepti- 
ble effect would be produced upon society by the it- 
p^ure of the Viceroy; for it maybeconfidentlyossctW 

Ithot no one resides at Calcutta because it ia foshiouallt 
\ In India everybody lives within leoch of his businew, 
\sud. when be has got money, he goes to spend it ii 
^England. 

\ Some hold that there is dauger in removing tlit 
Government from a bustling populous city, where tl* 
healthy breoies of public opinion circulate freely, toi 
nlitode where it wUl be sunoundod by an impenetraUi 
ofBcisl atmosphera But on this point men are xaiM 
by Euiopean analogies. It is idle to endeavour to fimi 
ft connterpart out here for every English iiistitutioo, 
from Magna Charta down to the skating club. U I 
- dared, I would say that the atBt« of feeling on Indiu 
matten that prevails among the great m^onty of odi 
Goontiymen at home has for more in common widi 
tb« public opbion of the Civil Service than with ti*! 
. of onr imall and peculiarly constituted non-officiil 
•odrty:— 
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I am in a mortal fright of the Calcutta gentlemen, and 
the very piett^ Calcntta ladies with wide crinolines. 

Next comea the choice of a permanent site ; for the 
Supreme Government mnat not go cruising aboat like 
a retained Indian, who cannot nialce up hia mind 
whether to settle in a Cbelteuham villa, or a Brighton 
Crescent, or at Bugby to educate hie aons, or in London 
to dispose of his daughters. For aome time aubsequently 
to the Mutiny, Delhi wsa generally talked oC I^re 
was much of the romantic in the notion of enthroning 
'be lieutenant of the Crown in the palace of the MoguL 
It was suppoeed that the native mind would transfer to 
the representative of the Empress of India the prestige 
■ttasked to the line of Babei and Aurengiebe. But 
DdU is neither much more amtral nor much mor« 
healtl^ than the present capital It lies almost as &r 
to the North as Calcutta to the East The air, taking 
the whole year round, ia as hot; andthedninaga would, 
doubtleai, veiy soon be as bad. It is worth while to 
incur expense and trouble for the sake of a change to 
a hill climate, and to a hill climate only. 

Fortunately, a n^on exists which unites all the condi- 
tions desira'ole for the official capital of a great empire. 
On the new line of railway from Allahabad to Bombay, 
in latitude SS- 7' N. and longitude 79* 67' £. stands 
Jubbnlpore, at an elevation above the sea of near fifteen 
hundred feet The Washington of the East might spring 
up on these high table-lauds, amidst the park-like tu- 
dukting scenery in the vicini^ of the town—and in 
India vicinity means anything within fifty mile^ A 
bnneh line from Jubbulpore would bring despatohea to 
hud tweo^-fbor hours subsequent to their anival at 
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Bcnnbqr, and in twenty-two days after* their departun 
tramEi^and The spot ia the veiy centre and ^M^aX^ 
of the continent It lies a hundred and fifty miles fioB 
Nttgpoie^ two hundred from Allahabad, throe hundied 
from Laoknow, something over five hundred from Cal- 
catt% something under six hundred from Bombay, and 
about seven hundred miles from Madras in the&r souUi 
and Lahore in the extreme north. The publio opioioa 
of the whole of India would be applied equably and ia 
due proportion to all the measures of the Supreme 
Gcvrnment which would no longer be swayed by tk 
influences of a single Prosidency. The high officials would 
be drawn from all quarters, would reflect the feeling 
and interests of many different provinces, and would 
bring to the service of the Crown a great variety of ideal 
and experiences. A representative element would thu 
be intiodiioed into the constitution* 

One most beneficial result would ensue, which is noi 
evident at fiist sight The removal of the seat of Goven- 
ment to the table-lands of the Central Provinces would 
have the effect of a gigantic scheme of colonization, ai 
(ar as coloniation is practicable in India. With refe^ 
enoe to this question, much has of late been talked and 
written. Most people who know anything about tha 
.^ountiy have a pretty decided opinion on the subject 
^It is impossible to induce men to work in a climate 
wone ^>if" that of Jamaica, for less than half the wages 
earned by a Dorsetshire peasant Skilled labour of the 
highest class will always find its price out here. Cleik% 
and £actorB^ and engineers will never have any diffieoltT 
in earning a livelihood ; but poor people, without capital 
or education, could not find employment in any oonai- 



derable number. Besides, colonisation is hopdess unless : 
the colonist can manage to live himself and rear his 
children and grandchildren. On this point Dr. Moore 
apeaks veiy positively : 

" It is the fashion now, in some quarteis, to declare 
"that the dangers of Indian residence and service have 
"been deeply overrated, and that there is little or 
'* nothing in the exceptional character of the dimate of 
" India to render it necessaiy that special induoements 
"ahould be held out to penuade people to reside therein, 
"and this, too, in the fiace of so many stem £acts which 
"have oonfironted us within the last few years. How 
"many more victims must be added to the Ust of those 
"killed by climate, before the dangers of a tropical resi- 
" dence become appreciated f 

" If colonization, as America and Australia have been 
" colonised, were possible in this country, some instances 
''of the kind would already have occuned. But the 
" melancholy truth is» that Uie European race dies out 
" Of the numerous pensioners who have settled at our 
"principal military stations, how many have been 
" colonists T There is not one single instance. There is 
" not a great-grandchild,or grandchild of these pensioners 
" retaining their European characteristics. An infusion 
"of native blood is mtntial to ihs comiimiuanM qf ihs 
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".The fact %$,f9r ths yfkiU vian ar 1U$ ofiprinf, thin it 
'no tueh tkmg at aeelinuuitaiion in India. As a rule, 
"Europeans enjoy the best health, and suffer less bom 
"heat^ during their first years of residence in this oonntiy. 
"Acclimatisation, as regards an Indian sun, is simply 
"impoasibla Exposure, instead of 'hardening' the 
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"ayskeiDt actually has the contrary effect, and, the hngif 
" JBunpeam remain in iJUseouniry, the man they feel (k 
'' eJMi of the vertical sun. When Europeans uige thai 
" ibey have exposed themselves to the son for years, and 
"have never felt any evil effects, it is only saying that 
" the losing battle between the sun and their constits- 
" tion is not yet over ; but every day's exposure bringi 
" them nearer to the final triumph of their solar ad- 
" versary. The lamented fate of that gallant sun-de&i; 
" Coloiid Jacob, who advised young officers not to mind 
" the sun, as it ' would only tan their cheeks,' is n 



^O ''^c^propof example of the foregoing.'* 






Cobnization, in the usual sense of the word, ii; 

therefore, impracticable. But, -if a modified systen 

can succeed anywhere, or under any circumstances, it 

will be in the event of the settlement of the Supreme 

Government on a new and salubrious sita At present^ 

all our large European communities are planted in and 

about ancient and important native towns, alreadj 

dvilixed up to a certain point Our example has pio- 

duced no perceptible change in the manners, ways d 

thought, and religion of the bulk of the inhabitants d 

Calcutta, Madras, or Delhi But, when the Governor- 

General* in all his glory, with a couple of European 

j^ regiments and a great staff of officials, comes down like t 

^ - god fipom Olympus, among a sparse and wild population, 

^ «, f\ there is eveiy hope that a Christian and Anglified colooj 

^j*%\will gradually be formed in the very heart of India. 

i^ y^ One objection remains to be answered. It is main- 

^ tained that, in case of another mutiny, tlie position of 

the Government^ many hundred miles from the sea, and 

in-tbe midst of hardy, warlike tribes, will be alanning 



in the extrom& To this I answer, that our power is 
now, humanly speaking, absolutely secure from an in- 
ternal shock. In the fatal spring of 1857, the European 
force in India was barely twenty thousand strong. Vile 
loads, and treacherous rivers, were the only channels of 
communication. The artillerymen, the skilled labourers 
of the army, whose training is a work of much time 
and expense, and whose services are absolutely essential 
to the success of military operations, were for the most 
part natives, and sworn foes to our rula At present 
aeventy thousand English soldiers are distributed over 
the three Presidencies. The whole continent is covered 
with a network of telegraph wires. Bailways already 
oompleted, or in rapid process of construction, connect 
all the chief cities ; and light tramways are being pushed 
out in every,direotion from the grand trunk lines. Ex- 
cepting one or two local corps, posted in savage and 
unhealthy districts, there is not a black gunner or driver 
within the borders of the empire. Every battery is 
worked exclusively by Europeans. Forewarned, fore- 
armed, fif^ General Lloyds would find it difficult to 
bungle us into another crisis. The condition of the 
Punjab is undoubtedly critical, but the distance between 
that province and Jubbulpore is greater than that be- 
tween Paris and Vienna. 

Something must be done, and that soon. At home, 
Calcutta is regarded as a city of the plague. When a 
man sails from Southampton, his friends bid him fare- 
well, with the same look on their £aces as the seoretaiy 
of the Church Missionaiy Sociefy wears when he sends 
out a supplementary batch of African bishops, of whom 
not ono in wx is dcf»Hn(*d to rotnm to c«mvnl*o thr 
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episcopal bench with problemB piopounded by sceptical 
ZnluB and latitadinarian Bosjesmen. And no wonder; 
for, of the distinguished Englishmen who for manj 
years have gone forth in matnre life to bear high ofiBoe 
in Bengal, most have found their graves on the banks 
of the Hooghly, or, with shattered health and blighted 
hopes, have returned to die. Splendid, indeed, were 
the prospects which induced Lord Dalhousie and Loid 
Canning to surrender the joys, the comforts, the mani- 
fold interests of English life. It was a noble positioD 
which tempted them to these shores ; but the conditions 
I of the tenure of that position were hard indeed, for it 
was written on their lease that they were never to hold 
another. Bnt, sadder stiU, the~ Nemesis, which, if the 
old Greek poets are to be believed, attends upon high 
fortune, was not to be contented with one sacrifice 
Lady Dalhousie, prostrated by the effects of the deadly 
atmosphere of the capital, sank and died during the 
homeward voyage ; ond an exquisitely simple and hean- 
tifiil monument, strewn daily with fresh flowers, in the 
swee tes t nook of the viceregal gardens at Barrackpoie. 
marks the spot where Lady Canning best loved to 
linger away the evening hours during her sple&did 
- exile. Poor Mr. Wilson, who came out in the coU 
season full of vigour of mind, but at an age when t 
man cannot with impunity begin taking a. vapour-bath 
daily and all day long, at first used to talk of the climate 
with good-humoured approbation ; but^ when the terriUe 
•ummer came upon him during the severe labours of 
the first L:idian budget, he ceased to joke, though he 
stood to his post to the death with truly adminlik 
coinage and devotion. 
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^J ThiB view of the subject deserves most serious con- 
sideration, for it is impossible to over-estimate the 
benefit to India that is derived from the influence and 
labours of statesmen and jurists who are already famous 
at hom& The advantage does not end here; for, on 
his return, a man of established English reputation can 
^o much to excito the interest of the public in the 
affairs of our eastern empira We venture to say that 
three-fourths of the knowledge of Indian matters pue- 
sessed by a young fellow at Oxford or Cambridge is 
derived from Lord Macaula/s Essays on Clive and 
Warren Hastings. The service, and the nation at large, 
owe much to the efforts and example of such a man as 
Macaulay, fresh from the lobby of the Commons and 
tlie drawing-room of Holland House ; of such men as 
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Lain^ the preient financial minister, 
and the accomplished scholar and jurisconsult, who now 
holds the office of L^gal Member of Council The in- 
troduction of the English budget^ with all Mr. Gladstone's 

. J recent improvements, is alone an incalculable blessing. 
Measures are being taken for the despatoh of subordinato 
officials trained in the Home Treasury and Audit office — 
a step that promises to be of great advantage to the 
administration of the public departments in this country. 
B»t the evil reputo which is attached to the air of 
Calcutta will be fatal to any extensive sjrstem of mutual 
accommodation in intellect and experience between the 
mother-couatiy aud her greatest dependency. 

There are few public men who would not be pleased 
^th the idea of spending two or three years in a most 
mteresting land, amidst an ancient and peculiar society, 
and a mysterious wide-spread system of idolatry, witii 
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iinbouiidod powers of effecting good in his generation 
a noble income, an eminent position, and every oppor- 
tonify fur keeping his name in the mouths of bii 
oountrymen; It is exactly what would, at one time; 
have appeared most fascinating to the late Sir George 
X>>mewall Lewis. Such would be the case if the seit 
of Government were planted amidst high table-landi; 
and in a bracing air, where an Englishman would mw 
nothing except the east winds in March and the fogs ii 
November. As it is, he exchanges the excitements and 
amenities of London and country-house life ; the loo« 
obol sleep ; the breakfiut seasoned by a fresh appetite 
and the Timu newspaper ; the afternoon ride in tbe 
park ; the chat in the smoking-room at his club, cot 
short by a telegraphic summons to a division on tk 
Irish Drainage Bill ; the speech-day at Harrow, wlier<: 
lie sees his firstborn quarrel with Cassius and cnugf 
befine Sir Anthony Absolute as he quarrelled and cringeii 
a quarter of a century before ; the heather in August; 
the run with Lord Fitzwilliam purchased at the price oi 
a wigging from the Treasury whip, a night in the tFaio, 
and a breakfiost in the refreshment-room at the Shol^ 
ditch Station— he exchanges all this, for what? For 
the privilege, at forty or fifty years of age, of entering 
upon a life of oompulsory hypochondria and inevitsbli' 
valetudinarianism ; measuring his food by ounces, and 
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•lombers, finr a dreary objectless constitutional ; growiiq 

wrak, thin, Innfniid. nncl frtill slaving on till a dofinit 



malady overtakes him; then, tossing outside the Sand- 
bead in a dirty, comfortless pilot-brig, in the vain hope 
of staving off the inevitable ; returning to the hatefbl 
city to work again, to droop, to despair, to rally once 
during the short winter months, and then to sicken for 
the last tim& Eight thousand a year and the title of 
Honourable are dear indeed at such a price. 

The other day we made up a party to go to a ball at 
the town-hall, the last of the rapid succession of bril- 
liant entertainments which have enlivened our short 
and cherished winter. During the past oold season 
fancy-balls were the raga This ball, however, was no 
fancy, but the sternest reality. Ton probably never 
waltzed in full evening dress round the inner chamber 
of a Turkish bath, and therefore can have no concep- 
' he peculiar charms of the dance in this dimate. 
Terpsichore is a muse who bves shade, and zephyrs, 

ed running streams; but not shade in which the 
^ srmometer stands at 93*, where the zephyrs are arti- 
icial, and the only running streams those on the faces 
f her votaries. The waste of tissue during a gallopp^ 
^th a partner in high training just landed fiom Eng- 
iand, is truly firightfuL The natives understand these 
lungs better, lliey let the ladies do their dancing for 
hem, and content themselves with looking on. I some- 
imes think that Orientals agree to consider women as 
battrfs, in order to avoid the. trouble of paying atten- 
ions to the sex. It cannot be denied, however, that 
Jhis is very hard upon the women. Making love is no 
loke out here; though, in one sense, Indian lovers may 
'" be said to be arden^ It is aU very weU in a humid 
'"^"^ ttmosphere to talk of the torch of Cupid, and 
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IH THOFICAL FLIRTATION. 

the flunw wbicb dart iroin the e^ of yaax inistmi, 
»od the genial glow of mutual affection; but in Uw 
IVopic of Cancer these images acquire a horrible signi- 
ficance. Talk of dying for your sweetheart ! But whu 
if you were comfortably ensconced on the breezy sicl* 
of the punkah, within reach of an ico-pudding — wontl 
Ton cross over to where sbo sits panting between 
brigadier and a fatter chaplain ? If after supper ;<« 
were to swear to her that you bad looked for her 
Tain, it would surely be one of those 



There is no fear of her testing yvoi devotion Eke tkr 
lady at the court of King Francis, who flung her glott 
into the arena among fighting Uona, for here it is m 
easy matter to dofl' a glove on the spur of the n 
from causes that do not require explanation. Perht|» 
a little quiet dalliance inside a retired tatty ' 
most tolerable form of flirtation ; though even in UL 
cue yon are liable to interruption by stepping upoD 
plateful of mangoes, or a bottle of claret, which (]■ 
kitmutf;ar has deposited there to be cooled. 

Sweet Emily H , most piquanto and waywsrj 

of all atep-daughters of Deputy- Assistant-Inoomo-Tu- 
Commiasioners, hast thou yet forgotten thy favouiii' 
Competition Wallabl Didst thou ever deign to wooda 
what secret cause estranged that much-enduring km^ 

> A ttttf ii ■ rniDtwDrk plu«H oT«r thn irindnr, nnflcd with ncaW 
ffttt, which ia kept couluitlj' wst. Tho lii hom tbt aul«4*, 
paMiog tbraDKh Dii( ntttioo, ii luj)])))*;!] to g<va eaalD«u to thi r< 
aad nndoobbdl J doM girt lumbtgo to th* paoi^a who lit in it 



nir 1 mail txiir B . ,„ 

.orf piiUi, who one ™ tie 5^ „j,„^„ ^ ^ 
c.pl,«. wbo ««rs dnggai .t the wImI, of ttv bomi 
teb.n», „ thj, Toailioo, a„„ ajjrt .o™„ ^.^ 

.ppmaduig i««m«lioo i, Pe^i^ jj,„^ ^ 
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™ WOB, O fcir, within m; hMrt 

Hut Mand I wound that makw no mMA." 

.7 , . '" '"** "■' ""ditioa of talditt yon to 

( »• Go^^eni Ho™, to whom then didrt ™ .n 
(tlia round daacM »fti»r «.«™ t* """.>»* pto Ul 
'i:.w. .1, . rj. wppor/ I fonnd on mv dnenns. 

. bl. th.t hJWed .lip of p.p„, rtcky .nd nZ^ 
I*. »»«.. of an, bonbon VLhTJirZS 
frfo " "^^ * «» fcnned a,. tendTT^ 
p««d.d tbo oppo«t. Uj. of Ih. utid. of Smiitn™ 
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IM WHITE ANTS. 

ia queatioa One string passed acroaa the ciirpet into 
tbe cupboard vhere I kept mj pickles and Boda-wat«i, 
while the other filed in unbroken order over the matting, 
up the bed-post, round the edge of my mattress, and 
tbenoe on to the shelves where my Bodley and Cam- 
bridge priia-books stand, a glittering row, Thenct- 
forward those two colonies have planted themselves. 
th« one among my literature, and the other amidst luj 
condiments, being spporcntly desirous of eettUng the 
problem of white coloniaalion in India. From thit 
fatal mora I have never seen thee without thinking tX 
white ants ; never listened to the accents of thy voict 
without feeling a tickling as of an insect meditatbg 
ft bite; never heard thy once-adored name without ei 
peiieiicing an irresistible inclination to scratch the ctU 
of my 1(^, What love could hold out against such i 
ooonexioQ of ideas I Certainly not that of a yoDs; 
fliviliau in his first year of residence: | 

A serious drawback to the enjoyment of on Znglisli 
ball is the impossibility of getting at any accnrate i> 
fonnttion oonceining your partners or ybnr rivals. U 
your attentioD is attracted to any stranger by his Ustt 
in drees or style of dancing, or his ugliness, o 
equanimity and self-reliance when his quadrille 
f^len into inextricable confusion, your inqniries sbcui 
him will probably be answered by the assurance ths 
be seems "t, dellish cool fler," or that he is "a flc 
* with lota of money ; " or you wilt be told somethiii£ 
about bis lather, or his elder brother, who meets wiii 
tbe qualified approbation of being " not a bad sort <' 
".Set.' You are struck by the appearance of some d^' 
tanit, and request an introduction. Your good-natDr» 
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ho,^ prwents yon to each other with «,me cahalistie 
dearly enough, but can catch nolrt of the Wrt Z, 
except the last ^u,w^ which ^ll,^!!^ 
- The n«t lancer. T Can d» iavour yon ? WdLtt^ 

rest are standing atill in d««„-. "wrwe. and the 

■to. '.^"^JlrJ^ j™. -rill w a™ diZ^ 

"" «•"* •«« UYUg pud hof tia lut 
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offieet* yoa leBolve to call next day and show her that 
passage of Bobert Browning, whom she owned never to 
hxft read, and of whom you strongly suspect that she 
has never heard. But on reflection you begin to be 
awaiB that you have no conception who she is or where 
abe Uvea. All you know about her is, that she has 
Uack eyes, that her aunt disapproves of theatres, but 
that ahe has witnessed the moving panorama of the 
Ifississippi, that she has a brother in the 49th, and that 
she hatM men who hop in the polka. You apply to 
your hostess, who, inasmuch as she has brought together 
neaily five hundred pairs in the course of one evening 
oatorally wonders what young lady you can possiblj 
refer to^ but thinks she may have been a distant rela- 
tion whom Mrs. — asked leave to bring. Now, there 
is nothing of this sort in India. Your curiosity regard- 
ing a cavalier will not be satisfied with a statement con- 
cerning his dress or manners, or his merits and demerits 
as a " fler," but by the solid palpable fact of his being 
tiie acting Sub-Inspector-General of Opium Godowiis : > 
tot eveiybody here is something as well as somebodj. 
If you want to know the name of the brunette who is 
ftn^n^TTg up with the man in Windsor uniform, the 
reply win be^ "Brunette! I should rather think she 
* isl There's a strong touch of the tar-brush in thst 
" quarter. Why, her father was old Joe Collins, onoe 
« Coounissioner of Pollyghaut^ who went out the other 
"* day after being eight-and-forfy years in the service. 
" For the last part of his life he gave into native ways. 
** Ha married her a few years before his deatL The 
^ moChflu; I mean. She's alive now, somewhere up in 

1 StonboQMt. 



"Oude^ and is supposed to have made away with a 
<* deal of Joe's property. His grandson is coming out 
*'by the next boat to look into the matter. The girl 
* is a good girl, and lives with her unde^ the Sudder 
« Judge.* 

Besides the facility of identifying evezybo4y one 
meets, there are other aigns of the strong official 
element in the composition of Society. Nowhere are 
the rules of precedence so rigorously observed as in 
Calcutta. I have heard a Member of Crouncil com- 
plain that for a whole fortnight he always took the 
same lady in to dinner; and, inasmuch as lam a veiy 
minor Sahib, I have never had the pleasure of descend- 
ing the stairs in other company than that of a male per- 
sonage of my own calibre. Fortunately, the English 
character is entirely firee fi-om any bias toward bureau- 
cratio exclusiveness or conceit Civilians who draw, 
nlaries as laige as twenty insolent Prussian Directors- 
General or pompous French Sub-prefeotS, always bear 
in mind that they or their companions are English 
gentlemen. It is impossible, however, long to forget 
that you are in the midst of a community of puUio 
servants. For instance, a person in ill healtii is always 
spoken of as being ''sick"— « term which has a curious 
effect till it becomes fiuuiliar to the ear. The employ* . 
ment of it arises from the peculiar constitution of 
society. When a member of the service hears that 
another member has been taken ill, his first ideas are 
not those of doctors, or nurses, or lawyers^ or deigy- 
men, or undertakers. They run in the line of aiok« 
leave and siok-allowancea. Some time ago I was much 
pnxaled at hearing nothing talked of except the prob*- 
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bility of a gentleman in mature life being "coiifinncd.' 
Everybody took the deepest interest in his approach. 
ing oonfirmation. The conversation of Calcutta was so 
full of the lite in question that it sounded like one of 
Hias Sewell's novels. To add to my bewilderment^ ov 
excellent bishop was on a pastoral tour, and was not 
expected back for some weeks to come. Having a dim 
notion that Anglo-Indian society was somewhat Pagan, 
I presumed that the religious education of this penon 
had been lamentably n^lected. It turned out that k 
performed temporary duty in the place of an emph^ 
who was absent on sick-leave^ and whose recoveiy wu 
so doubtful that there was eveiy prospect of his sub- 
stitute being permanently * confirmed" in the offica 
The gentle sex take a deep interest in this branch of 
pablio affiura I love to hear a pair of pretty lips pro- 
nounce on the chance of the Acting Appointment hekl 
bj Miss MetS; Pomideau's betrothed becoming " puck^" 
or declaiming against the iniquity of the authoritiei 
in having banished into the Mofussil young Sir Heniy 
Cnney, Bart, whose family have eigoyed the loavei 
• and mango-fishes of Calcutta ever since his great-grand- 
tnHhet was chairman of the Board of Directors during 
the trial of Wanen Hastings. The ladies manage the 
.afiain of the charities of the town with a knowledge of 
the fonns of official business which would delight the 
lieart of Sir Gr^goiy Hardlines. They form commit- 
tees^ and distribute the superintendence of the vazimis 
departments, and send round reports — ^which the older 
hands supplement with copious minutes, while the lesi 
experienced content themselves with a bare expressioD 
of approbation or disapproval ; just as a new Member 



of Coxmcil ''concurs in the compromise sanctioned by 
lis colleagues." 

Tou may remember that in an early letter Iremarked 
upon the absence of "Dundreary." At first there was 
relief in the thought that so many thousand miles of 
eea foamed between myself and that polished but 
simple nobleman. Time^ however, has led me to think 
otherwise. The great want in India is a diversity of 
minor subjects of conversation — ^novels, plays, reviews^ 
heretical books, sensation-histories of the Crimean War, 
Leotards^ Blondins, trials de Luiuitico Inquirendo costing 
five hundred pounds a day, international prize fights — 
in shorty all those petty interests which may be summed 
up under the generic head " Lord Dundreaiy." We 
sadly need some yeast to keep society from becoming 
doughy. As an education, nothing can be better than 
the early years of a civilian's career. It is a great 
thing to live in a community where every one has work 
to do, and where almost every one does it with a wiU ; 
where intolerance and bigotry are at a ruinous disoount ; 
where broad liberal unselfish views are as plentifiil as 
bkckberries at the bottom of a Surrey vidley. But, 
sfter a time^ qrmptoms appear which show that the 
mind needs the stimulus of variety. Tou begin to per- 
ceive that the drones of this world have their use as 
well as the bees. However much mischief Satan may 
find still for idle hands to do, those idle hands oertainly 
provide a great deal for busy people to talk about 
This state of things is painfully felt— as is proved by 
the avidity with which we seiie on any scandal flrom 
Simla, any trumpery squib in the daily journals^ any 
question about the desirabili^ of excluding pigs flrom 
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TNTSLLECTUAL HEALTH. 

the agiicoltaral show in deference to liative piejudicei 
Bat all thifl is veiy poor mental food for men who have 
xeoeiyed a first-rate home education. A civil servant 
who neglects to keep up a liyely interest in general 
imliljectB by a conscientious pemsal of the English 
newspapers and periodicals^ by a certain modicum of 
standard reading, and by a furlough judiciously spent 
in London society and Crontinental travel, is in danger 
of lapsing into an honourable and public-spirited bore. 
Unless he takes unremitting care of his intellectnal 
health, he can no more expect, on his return, to enter 
kindly into English interests and English conversation, 
than he can hope to eigoy roast-beef and plum-pudding 
with his digestion impaired by hot curries and Manilli 
cheroots. 

Happily, it is no uncommon thing for men to bring 
home at the end of their term of service a vigorous 
constitution both of mind and body. The habits of 
our countrymen in India have long been in steady 
oourse of improvement It has generally been found 
that a manly valiant race, which has imposed its yoke 
Upon an effeminate and unwarlike people, in course of 
time, degenerates and becomes slothful and luxurious. 
Thus the Persians adopted the manners of Modes, and 
the Macedonians the manners of Persiana Thus Mare 
Antony^or, as some people spell him, Mark Anthony 
—and his followers became half Egyptians under the 
iniluenoft of the lovely Begum of Alexandria ; and the 
aim was reduced to the painful predicament of behold- 
iDft among the military standards a base canopy ; while 
the Boman soldier* alas I (0 posterity, you will deny it) 
bound to the service of a woman. With the English 
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in the East precisely the opposite result has taken place. 
The earliest settlers were indolent^ dissipated, graspiuj 
almost Orientals in their way of life, and almost \^^^ 
heathens in the matter of religion. But each genera- ^'^'"^ 
tion of their successors is more simple, more hardy, 
more Christian than the last U 

/Mrs. Sherwood's pictures of a Mofussil station, of a 
merchant's household in Calcutta, of an mdigo foctory 
among the jungles in the days when Lord Wellesley 
was Governor-General, are well worthy of careful study. 
Our knowledge, derived from other sources, fully bears 
out her vivid descriptions of the splendid sloth and the 
languid debauchery of European society in those days — 
English gentlemen, overwhelmed with the oonsequences 
of extravagance, hampered by liaisons with Hindoo 
women and by crowds of olive-coloured children, with- 
out either the wiU or the power to leave the shores of 
India ; English ladies living in a separate establishment 
from Uieir husbands, in semi-oriental retirement, drink- 
ing lai^y of beer and claret^ smoking hookahs, aban- 
doning their little ones to the &tal blighting bestial 
influence of native conversation and example main- 
taining not even the pretence of religious belief or 
practice, having no hope, and without God in the world. 
Great men rode about in state-coaches, with a dozen 
servants running before and behind to bawl out their 
titles : and little men lounged in palanquins, or drove a 
chariot for which* they never intended to pay, drawn 
by horses which they had bullied or cigoled out of . 
the stables of wealthy Babooe. Writers not yet within 
years of man's estate gave champagne dinners, ran race> 
horses, and put together a pretty nest-^gg of debt befbra 
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they had passed the examination which qualified them 
for puhlic employ. As a natural result^ there were at 
one time near a hundred civilians of more than thiitf- 
five years' standing who remained out here in pledge to 
their creditors^ poisoning the principles of the younger 
men, and Mocking out their betters from places of emi- 
nence and responsibility^ The amount of bribery and 
extortion was something stupendous. A worthy of the 
name of Paul Benfield,^ at a time when he was drawing 
a &w hundred rupees a month as a junior servant d 
the Company, petitioned the Madras Council to assist 
him in getting a sum of two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds owed to him by a single native prince. From 
this chaos of profligacy and corruption emerged, from 
time to time, that jaundiced purse-proud Nabob, who 
roused the indignation of our forefathers by his inso- 
lence^ his ignorance of everything English, his effemi- 
nate habits transplanted to a clime where men. lead a 
manly life, his curries and spices, his fans and cushionfli 
the crowd of shivering helpless dark-faced beings who 
hung about the corridors of the hotel in which he occa- 
pied the choicest suite of rooms. 

Things are changed now, thank God I Many station! 
boast a chaplain and a pretty little parish church, when 
the punkahs surging to and fro recall the swing of the 

* WhmCiotrD WM chief-eommiaiionar of tlie&oii-ngalAtiiMipraTiiMi 
«f COidA, h» eompbinad bitterly in hii prirate letttn of tho nptdtj 
«f^i eoMmtod Breton who pluadorod the wntehad Bobooi of CTpni 
iknm^ ib0 tigacj of ono Seaptioi. Bntoi wm tvj importaaati 
witk Ciotro to mike ScapCini a ooUoetor, with fiiU powon of a BMsit- 
tnSo. Lord ICaoivky, wlio had no Ioto for tho oliguehieal party of 
tkoao daji, a^ la a margiiial nolo in hia fkTourita wall-thumlMd eopy 
a/ aha LettacB to Attieoa : "Thia patriot aaaaa to hava baaa littU 
•* battar than a Panl RanfiakL" 



censers in a.Caiholic templa In other places the coolest 
loom in the cutcheny or the Government school is 
swept and garnished every Sunday morning, and the 
ooUector, assisted by his joint ma^strate, performs the 
service, with now and then a sermon from the works of 
bis fiivourite standard divine ; while the superint^dent 
of police, who has an ear for music, plays the harmonium 
and leads the choir. It is a question whether the 
congregation do not benefit by the substitution of the 
official for the clerical element, since the clergymen who 
can be induced to take duty in India, are, as a rule, no 
cleverer than they should ba One Sunday, at Mofus- 
ailpore, the chaplain of a neighbouring" cantoimient 
offered to drive over and officiate. We were disap- 
pointed, since Tom and his colleagues chant Oregorians 
in a style which excites the admiring envy of the whole 
division, and the reverend gentleman was known to 
disapprove of this interference of the laity. He gave 
ns, according to his usual custom, a sermon which he 
had written for a military audience. In this particular 
discourse he addressed himself to wives. He exhorted 
them to endure ill-treatment with meekness, even if 
their husbands should beat and starve them. Above 
all, he warned them against betaking themselves^ in 
despair, to drink, or evil courses. He then drew a 
pathetic picture of the horrors of ddirium trtmmu, and 
the other temporal consequences of 'gross sin: an ad- 
monition which was all yery well when directed to 
soldiers' wives, whose lot is as hard and perilous as 
that of any class of women, but which savoured of the 
ahsurd when addressed to a congregation among whom 
the only matrons present were Hme ladies of the judge 
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and the coUecior. Nowadays, at any rate, the natives 
cannot taunt ns with being ashamed of our religion. 
~In iact^ the English societies here are so small, and the 
goings out and comings in of every one so well known 
to his neighbours, that men attend public worship more 
regularly here than at home, if it were only to avoid 
giving offence to their weaker official^brethten. 

'^ThO'days of corruption have long passed away. The 
hands of a dvil servant are as pure and white as his 
summer trousers. Men have learned to reidst the temp- 
tations to indolenco and dissipation. They drive dog- 
carts instead of being driven in coaches^ and very mudi 
prefer a gallop across countiy to snoozing about in 
a palanquin. They walk up partridges, and ride down 
bogs, and no longer relax their minds with hazard and 
cock-fighting. Honest dancing has driven out the vica- 
rious nautch, an amusement the moral tendency of 
which might be called in question. A quiet pipe in the 
werandah after dinner has succeeded to the eternal 
cimnipresent hookah, and Jiabitual indulgence in brandy- 
pawnee is no longer allowed to be respectabla Did yoa 
not always imagine brandy-pawnee to be a drink com- 
pounded of many ingredients, a sort of tropical dog^s 
Doae, like sangaree, or those abominations in the Ameri- 
can refreshment-room at the Oreat Exhibition, which 
sapped the health of the more curious and foolhardy 
among the visitors ? It is merely brandy-and-water, 
the most simple and handy agent for any one who has 
a mind to derange his liver and destroy the ooats of his 
stonuudi in the shortest possible time. Sobriety and 
decency have had their ordinaiy effect upon the intelleet 
of socie^. Book-clubs have been established all over 



the continent, which are well supplied from home with 
all the new publications, including the chief reviews 
and magazines. The Evening Mail, each' copy contain- 
ing the pith of two numbers of the Timsa, is taken in at 
many stations. A man finds it uphill work still to keep 
himself au eourant with European matters ; but it is 
no longer a struggle in which success is hopelesa The 
time has already gone by when returned Indians could 
talk of nothing else but lacs and jaghires, (which people 
At home took to be a sort of leopard,) and the time is 
fast going by when they can talk of nothing "but the 
Amalgamation Act and the Ifyotwar Settlement/^ 
* With reference to the subject treated of at the com- 
mencement of this letter, I venture to insert a song, 
composed by a friend who is passionately devoted t^ 
the study of the laws of sanitation and mortality. He 
carries his enthusiasm on the subject so fieur as t6 tinge 
with it- his view of evezy conceivable matter, religious, 
political, and literary. He once wrote, an anonymous 
letter to the Laureate, commenting on the lines in the 
"Vision of Sin-— 



" Zmrj moniMit dies a n 
"Rmj BoiiMDt OM ia born.** 

He observed, with great truth, that if this statement 
were correct the population of the world would remain, 
stationary, and uiged the poet to alter the lines thus — 

'* Erviy momcBt <Um a 
AndoiMaad 



He owned that the exact figure 
pointy ought^ six, four, seven ; but (as 
allowance must be made for metra 



one, deoima] 
he said) some 



w^m 



f^ 



*v 




SANITATION FSBSIFISD. 



ESPATITia. 



«» 



ODE TO CALCUTTA. 



Fair dtj, Indk't crown tnd pride, 
Long DAy'it thoa tower o'er Hooghlex't tid% 
WboM bellowed, bat maUriom itreem, 
^ The petieiit'i god, tbe poet'i tbeme^ 

BoUe down tbe deed Hindoo ; • 
And from wboee wiTe^ a itegnant bum 
Bepleto witb enlphnretted gai, 

Onr oomitry beer we brew 1 
Aa o'er a pulie pbyiidani etand, 
lataBt npon t2ie eeeond-band, 

Detennined not to min tidki^ 
I watch tbj ianitaiy atato, 
Jot down of deetha tbe annnal rate^ 
And eeeb new epidemic greet, 
Until m J lystem I completo 

Of tropical atatiatlee, 

• 

II. 

Of tboee witb wbom I langbed away 
On LeaV iair benka tbe idle day, 
Wboee lore would ne'er my breeat allow 
To bold concealed tbe tbougbte tbat now 

Witbin my beart are pent, 
Wbo bnng npon my ereiy breatb. 
Of tboee dear firienda I moom tbe death 

Of forty-fife per cent : 
And Harry Gray, my eoal'e delight. 
The brare, tbe eloqncnt, tbe bright. 

The Tenatileb tbe abifty. 
Stretched bopeleee on bia dying bed. 
With failing atrangth and aching heed. 
In cholera'e.malignant pbaa^ 
Ah I woo ia me, will abortly laiae 

The a?etage to thf, 

1 The old Eaet Indian College atood witbin a mUo and a half of tbii 



III. 

And when, before tbe raina in Jan% 
The meronzy went np at noon 
To nino-and-ninety in tbe abadi^ 
I CTeiy bonr grew more aftaid 

Tbat doctor Fayxar ligoX ia 
In hinting to my wile tbat tboee 
Inflanmatoiy lymptoma roee 

From latent hepatitiiL 
1*11, 'ere another week goea by. 
For my certificato apply. 

And Bail home inralided : 
Sinc^ if I pnm an eaily bier, 
Tbe deatba from liTer in tbe year. 
Compared with tboee prodnoed by Soa^ 
Will (ImriU thoni^ t) ha?o thA by 

Their ratio exceeded t 



Youn traly, 

HL Bbouohtok. 
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CAlCTTTi. AprU IT, 18SS. 
SbAS SmKnre,— Ooe moming, at the beginning of thii 
nMmth, u I lay bdween sleeping and waking, near the 
open window, I began to be aware of a Lideoos din in 
an «4jaceni street At first the sound of discordant 
mnsia, ind a confiiaud multitude of voices, impressd 
me w^ K Yagne idea that a battalion of voluntcen 
vera poning by in marching order, headed by their 
band. Tliia notion, however, was dispelled by the ip- 
peaianoe of my bearer, with the tea-tmy, who informed 
me that tbia was the festival of Call, the goddess at 
distinction, and that all the Hindoo people had turned 
out to malw holiday. I immediately sallied forth in 
tlw diraction of the noise, and soon found myself amidrt 
a dense crowd in the principal thoroughfaie leading to 
the shiine of the deity. During a few minutes I could 
not believe my eyes ; foe I seemed to have been tnui*- 
ported in a moment over more than twenty centuries, t« 
the Athens of Ciatinua and Ariatophanea. If it had 
not been fhr the ooloor of the faces around, I ahooU- 
have believed myself to be on the main road to Eleuw 
* in tbe full tide of one of the Dionysioc festivola. Tbt 



ipirit of the scene was the aame^ and at each step some 
wdl'known featura teaunded one inesistibly that the 
fiicchio orgies sprung &om the mysterious funfltjcimn 
of the &tr East. It was no unfounded tradition that 
jHCtured Dionysus returning from conquered India, 
leopards and tigers chained to his triumphal car, 
fKcrted from the Hyphosis to the Asopua by bands 
ef votaries dancing in fantastic meosora lo tbe dang of 
cymhals. It wss no chance resemblance thi^ between 
■n Hindoo rite in tbe middle of the nineteenth centniy, 
utd those wild revels that stream along many a Grecian 
bu-relief^ and wind round many an ancient Italian 
nsei for every detaU portrayed in these marvellous 
voriu of art was faithfully represented here. If one of 
the life-like blaclc figures in the Etmscan chamber of 
tbe Brituh Hnsenm could have walked down off the 
bsck-ground of red potteiy into the midst of the road 
oondnc^ng to Call Ghaut, he would not have attracted 
tbs notice' of tbe doeeet observer. Every half-minuta 
poured by a troop of worshippers. First came boys, 
itsrk naked, and painted from head to foot in imitation 
of leopards and tigers, while others guided them with 
leins of thin cotd. Then followed three or four 
itnnge classic figures, wearing the head-dress which 
ii familiar to us &om the existing representaticns of 
bsccbanalian processions, ■^■Tn>iTig in an attitude which 
rscalled, spontaneously and instantly, the associations 
of Smith's "Dictionary of Antiquities." The only di^ 
wmstaace which was not in oommon between " Tolly's 
'Nullah" and the Cepbisos, was tbe censer of live 
cbsroosl which these men carried before them, supported 
bf wires passed through the flesh under their armpits, 
p2 



Into this, {com time to time, thejr threw a powder, which 
prodnced a sudden flash and a moat infernal smell 
Behind them, his brows crowned profusely with foliage, 
was led is mimio bonds the chief peraonage of tht 
company, who was supposed to be under the direct 
iaflaeoce of the god. All around him, masiciaiis ven 
beating tomtoms and clashing tombourinea, like the 
•atellttes of Eriua, on the day when he leapt from hli 
car into the arms of the fotsaken Ariadne : as ho still 
leaps on the glowing canvas of Titian. All was head- 
long licence and drunken frenzy. After struggliDg 
through the throng for a mile and a half of dusty street, 
I came to a narrow stum which descended to the Ghaut, 
or landing-place, of Call, which lies on the nullah of the 
mythical hero Tolly, who, perhaps, was the Atys of this 
Oriental Gybelc. From this lane, a passage a yard or 
two in breadth opened on to a dirty conrt, in which 
stood the sanctuary, whence Calcutta derives its name; 
which was an object of awe and reverence to the but 
rounding population for ages before the first ship, lades 
with Feringhee wares, was warped up the neighbouring 
river. It seemed impossible to pierce the mob of ds- 
Totees, and penetrate to the holy place ; but not ereo 
religions madness, not even the inspiration of bang ami 
toddy, could overcome the habitual respect paid to » 
white face and a pith helmet. A couple of policemen 
oleaiod a passage for me to within a few feet of the 
aacred image. It appeared to be a rude block, oni- 
memt«d with huge gkss beads; but I dare say tk 
Palladium, which fell from heaven, was not a taj 
elaborate dBvice ; and yet it saved the reputation of t 
young Bom Ml lady, and gave a synonym to an Eogliih 
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juiy. Before I reached home, what with the jostling, 
ind hubbub, and stench, I was veiy glad to get back to 
the society of clean, fragrant Christians. As I grew 
flTery moment more tired and hot, the exhibition seemed 
to savour lees of the classical and more of the diabolical 
At last, I came to the ill-natured conclusion, that Satan 
was at the bottom of the whole business, and not the 
golden-haired Dionysus. The remarkably unpleasant 
Meenads around me suggested the idea of perspiration 
nUher than inspiration; and I felt inclined to exclaim — 
Deo, mags* domiiu ToUi, Cilia du domtM, 
Procul ■ DIM dt omtiti tniu ore, pnoar, odor t 
AliiM t^ hiae Dlsob*. Alio* tge pacridw. 

This singular system of idolatry, so perfect in organi- 
latioD, BO venerable in its extreme antiquity, already 
shows endent marks of decay. The study of the history 
of creeds teaches us, that the laws which govern the 
Tthgious opinions of mankind may be ascertained as 
tarely as the laws which govern their political and social 
opinions. A rude nation is content with an obaunJ. 
iriBtional superstition ; while a highly civilised com- 
noni^ requires a logical and consistent fnith. Ton 
might as soon expect, in the EngUnd of the nineteenth 
ttntory, to find Ptolemy the great astronomical authority, 
<uid Galen the great medical authority, as to meet with 
lenots such as those of the Church in the dark ages. 
Men who are accustomed to examine with care th« 
principles of constitutional government, of commercial 
■policy, of international law, of personal righta ;— men 
»ho will not admit the existence of the most InsigniB- 
cuit fact in geology or physiology, without a rigorous 
investigation,— are not likely to be indifferent concern- 
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ing tratb or error in matters to which the interests of 
this wodd are as nothing in the balance. The same 
canses that set John Stuart Mill at work upon the 
qneations of small holdings and limited liability, which 
led Msclme in quest of the North- West Passage, aad 
Sir Charles Lyell in search of flint knives and pre-histoiic 
men — these Teiy causes incite adventurers of another 
class to seek a reason for the £uth that is in them, 
amidst peiils, to which polar bears and icebeigs are a 
tiifla Yet, incredible as it may seem, instead of bid- 
ding ihem God-speed, we prosecute them, and sequester 
them, and backbite them, and. take away their good 
name and their fellowships. When a tavatU, after t 
faithful and diligent inquiry, arrives at a conclusion 
with which we disagree, we are none the less pleased 
that the subject has been sifted, and we buy his book, 
and tack some mystical letters to the end of his nama 
When a theological writer follows this example, we aaj 
that his number is six hundred threescore and six, and 
tnmnoe him of about as many pounds a year. 

But I have wandered far enough from Cali Ohani 
You may well imagine that such a scene of idolatrous 
barbarism as I have described must seem shocking and 
•bsoid to natives educated in European literature, and 
▼ened in European habits of thought and business. The 
achoolmaster has long been abroad, and the rationalist 
generally treads on tiie heels of that functionary : for 
the earliest and most natural heresy is an attempt to 
T Sti mia l ise the irrational, and extract from the follies 
of the old faith a consistent 83rstem of morality and 
divinity. Towards the beginning of the present centuiy, 
Bam Mohun Boy, struck with the idea of divine uni^, 



which he had learnt from the Bible and the Koran, with 
much audacity and ingenuity undertook to trace out an 
underlying current of Monotheism in the four books of 
the Yedas, the most sacred of the Hindoo Scriptures. 
Daring a residence in England, he regularly attended 
a Unitarian place of Worship. His sect went by the 
name of «" Vedantists ; " in &ct» the " Evangelicals * of 
the East The orthodox Pundits took alarm, and 
declared him a heretic, but not before they had most 
clearly shown that he had entirely failed to explain away 
the polytheist character of the Hindoo theology. It 
never occurred to them to assert that this pretended 
new idea had been exploded as far back as the reign of 
Shah Jehan. 

When, however, European principles of criticism 
were applied to the Vedas, grave doubts began to 
spring up concerning their divine origin. One book 
was efidently the primary basis of the other three, 
which were little more than a confused liturgy. The 
Vedantists now began to talk about ''natural reUgion." 
They refused any longer to acknowledge the high autho- 
rity of the writings fiN)m which their sect received its 
first name, and professed to believe only in the pure 
and eternal God, or Brahma. By a strange inoon- 
sistency, they still use the old Yedio ritual, the hymns 
of which they sing to the best music that can be pro- 
CQied in Calcutta; which is not saying veiy much for it 

You uxge me, in all your letters, to tell you some- 
thing about the aborigines of India. You write as if 
you were i nyVing inquiries about a set of savages^ their 
bread-fruity their canoes, and their duba. I have not 
hitherto gratified your wish, because I am one of those 
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who think that the people of India deserve more than 
eoxBOiy obeenration, inasmuch as they are the most im- 
portant dass in India; — ^for whose benefit we hold the 
oouQtiy, and to whom we shall have one day to account 
for the manner in which we govern it Extraordinaiy as 
this opinion may seem to some people^ it is backed by the 
hi^ authority of Sir Charles Wood and Lord Stanley, 
Sir John Peter Grant; and the vast msy ority of the Civil 
ServioeL I hate the * damned nigger*' styla Onere- 
quures mora than a few months to form a correct set ol 
opinions and impressions concerning an ancient and 
wealthy society, with a singular and complicated organi- 
ation; whose habits, instincts, and ways of thought^ to 

I a European eye, form ^a mighty maze," which, never- 
tlieless; if it be closely examined, will be found to be 
" not without a plaa" 

In order to lay a foundation for a conception of the 
native character, it is essential first to dear .away all 
our preconceived notions of what that character ought 
to be. It is impossible to judge a Hindoo by any other 
known standard. He is not^ like the North American 

. Indian, a barbarian with a few sound ideas about the 
hearmgs of the stars and the habits of deer, and a few 
cmda ideas about the Great Spirit and the future con- 
ditioii of his faithful dog. He is not^ like the European 
of the middle ages, the member of a community, rude 
indeed as yet; and undeveloped, but replete with the 
germs of a vigorous civilization. The institutions of hii 
eoontiy, though .grotesque enough in our point of view, 
are as elaborate and mature as JUiy recorded in histoiy. 
He belongs to a social order, which dates iar back into 
the depths of time^ with ionumerable well-defined 
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gxades and dasses ; with titles which were bome by his 
forefathers, when the ancestors of English dukes still 
paddled about in wicker canoes^ when wild in woods the 
noble marquis ran. He professes a religion compared with 
which all other creeds are mere parvenus ; which looks 
down on the venerable faith of Buddhism as a modem 
heresy, and watches the vaiying fortunes of iSiahom- 
medanism with the same contemptuous curiosity as 
that with which the Chufch of England regards the pro- 
gress of the Bevival movement He still may recognise 
at eveiy turn the traces of a system of government^ 
justice, and finance, as comprdbensive and minute, 
though not so philosophical, as that which we have 
founded in its plaoa His countrymen were bankers^ 
and merchants^ and shopkeepers, long before the 
renaissance era of European commerce; ere Venice 
had yet supplanted Amphitrite in the affectiotis of 
Neptund ; ere Britannia was aware of the charter wliich 
had been drawn up for her benefit on the occasion of 
her rising from the azure main amidst a flattering 
but somewhat monotonous chorus of guardian angelsL 
Broking, and discounting^ and forestalling, and retailing 
▼ere going on briskly along either bank of the Ganges 
▼bile Oumey and Overend were squabbling over the 
skin of a badger which they had trapped on the ground 
where the Exchange now stands ; while Fortnum and 
Uason were driving a bouncing trade in acorns, and 
Swan and Edgar were doing a good thing in woad ; 
while Bothscluld was compounding for his last grinder 
with some fieroe chieftain in Kranconia. Who can 
wonder that the member of such a society should difEv 
radically from a Frenchman or a German ; — ^not as a 
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MiTagB differs from a civilixed man, bat as one man 
diffeiB from another who has been brought up amidat 
an entirely dissimilar set of ideas, scenes, associations, 
and influences ? The day has long passed when the 
Bengalee could be disposed of by being termed t 
"^mild Hindoo," and I trust that it will not be long 
before he will cease to be disposed of by being called 
A "damned nig^r." 

In the constitution of the native mind, the funds- 
mental characteristic is want of stamina, and this defect 
is the favourite text of the abuse levdled against the 
Hindoo by his enemies. The secret of our rapid con- 
quest and secure tenure of the oountiy is the absence 
of eneigy among the inhabitants* In every action of 
bis life, the Bengalee makes it manifest that he is en- 
tiiely without tlie earnestness of purpose which a Briton 
carries into his business, his pleasures, even his vicei 
Your native is perfectly contented to glisten. and bask 
in the sun for days and weeks together, dozing, waking 
\c scratch his arms and turn over, and dozing again. 
f Conceive a Scotchman, not under the influence of whisky 
^ • / and unprovided with tobacco, lying on his back for two 
I houis of daylight I He would never be able to recover 
vr^ ' I his lost ground and catch up his brother Scotchman in 
'<:2? V^the race of life. John Stuart l^Iill has shown that the 
'^ * standard of comfort indispensable in the people of the 

"labouring classes" is the ruling principle of sodsl 
progress. Now, in India, tliat standard is lamentably 
low. A penny or twopence a day will provide a man 
^ irilh rice enough to produce a pleasing sense of plethora 

A single coarse cotton garment; a mat, and a brass lotah 
. require no laige outlay. He digs a great hole in the 



ground, and makes a dirt pie, whioh he calls a housa 
He grinds his cuny on a stone prigged from an English 
grav^ard, cooks his rice in an extempore oven on a 
file of dried cow-dun^ and eats till he ''swells visibly 
" before your very eyes." One good fit of dyspepsia^ 
tempered by a pipe and a siesta, suffices for his suste- 
nanca The great mass of the population will do just as 
much work as will earn them their simple but flatulent 
dinner, and not a stroke more. The distinctive traits 
of the Oriental and the Frank are strongly marked in 
their respective methods of limiting their exertions to 
their wants. An English navvy will work like a horse 
for four days out of the seven, and spend the other 
three in an Elysium of beer, bird's-eye^ pugilism, and 
bull-terriers. A ryot lounges and snoozes over his 
business every day and all day long; except on some 
high festival, when he splotches his turban with pink 
painty "and sets off to drink the water of the holy river 
in an exalted state of piety and bang, in the company 
of twenty or thirty of his neighbours; a tomtom, and 
two females of bad reputation. 
' The ordinary Hindoo has no feeling about the sacred- 
oess of toil Honest, £dthful performance you will 
expect from him in vain. A drunken debauched me- 
chanic in our own country will turn out what work be 
does, in first-rate styl& A knavish, dissipated groom 
will bring your hone to the door in perfect oondition, 
with not a hair out of place, as firesh as he himself waa 
the evening before. A native; on the'oontrary, must be 
watched from morning till n^i He has no sense of 
shame in the matter of laziness, and considers himself 
horribly ill used if he is kept to Ids duty. I leamt this 
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tw my ooscssssst oolukhm. 

&ot dnnng n^ fint nif^t on thaw >borea. Afiat half 
«& hour'* aleepk I b^u to dream that I vaa Dante, and 
lliat Z ma paying a visit to the Infernal tealma under 
ttte gnidanoa of Martin Tnpper. Protected bj his divine 
pwamm I traversed the regions of tonnent, escqitng 
widt diffleoU^ from the clutches of minor tlnmnn^^ ^im 
bon ft stirag resemblance to the Lascars in the servioe 
cf the P. and 0^ nntU we arrived at the sanctum rf 
the Pkther <rf lies, vho received ns very oordially. The 
■tmoaphete was hot, very hot ; so hot that I had begun 
to think of negotiating a retreat, vhen an imp camo up 
to his majestj, tooohed his horns respectfully, and said, 
* Hon ooals, please sir, for Oeneral Butler." At this 
I mooient 1 awoke in a featfol state of peispiration, to 
•ee the punkah hanging motionless oveihead. I sallied 
fixtii, and there was the bearer rolled up in his blanks^ 
Alt asleep ; and this fellow had absolutely nothing elss 
to do beaidea pulling a string for three hours and a half 
•v«iy si^t The test of the twenty-fbni he had at his 
own dispoaaL If yon go to aleep on a journey, nothing 
ia mora usoal than to find your palanquin on the ground 
' at the aide of the road, while half the Jnen are gone to 
a Tillage a mile off ba a drink of water, and the other 
half an amoldng in a oirole and listening to a disqni- 
sitioo of the torclK»rrier, who has just pronounced to 
the satiafaetioti of his audience that yon are of a lower 
easts than the Sahib at the lost dawk bongalow.beoause 
he wcm a collar and waistooa^ while you travel without 
tboaa badgea of raak. It is difScult to imagine how 
•ny boainesi was done before we came into the oountry 
— how any one ever made a road, or a boat, or a jonm^. 
Hm other day I was on a visit to the house of a Maha- 
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ngah. We were to set off at three in the nuniinft in 
p^qnins, to catch a train at a distant station. Most 
minute anangements had been made over nights Ou 
servants were to start on an elephant at one A.1L ; ona 
biggage on the heads of coolies an hour after that; 
while we were to find breakfast ready at a quarter 
before three. At five minutes before three I awoke by 
chancy and, out of a honsshoU of a hundred and more, 
not a soul was atirring. ^ley had all gone to bed, not 
with a determinatian to over^eep themselves, but abso- 
lutely indifferent whether they overslept themselves or 
sob This ntter want of consoienoe in everything that 
coDcems induatiy is veiy trying to men who employ 
natives in large numbers ; and a natural indignation ia 
too apt to render such men oblivious of the fact that the 
most idle, worthless, servile^ timid lyot is the eqoal of 
the Viceroy himwlf in his rights of man and oitisen. 

Unfortunately, this want of truthfiilneas leavens the 
whole being of the Bengalee. And here, though I use 
the language of the most cruel foes of the native, I en- 
treat you to believe that the same language may be 
empli^ed with very different ends. Facta are facts. 
The deduction to be drawn from them is the vital point 
Is a firm fHend itf the Hindoo, a devout believer in the 
destinies of the race, to blink his ^es to grand faolta of 
the Hindoo character, because those fkults form a pre- 
text for thoae who desire to lower the peasant-proprietor 
to the condition of a serft Let us boldly take the 
native as be i^ compare him with what he was, and we 
ihall find no reason fat ietpm as to what he will be. 
It is not too much to assert that the mass of Bengalees 
have no notion of truth and Usehood, During the 
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etrliert weeks of Indian life one is amused or irritated, 
iM the case may be, by the tmnsparency or ingenuity of 
the lies which meet one at eveiy torn. The first Mofb- 
«! town at which I spent any time was Patna. When 
mj senrant heard that we were going thither, he vp- 
Reared to-be in high glee, and said that he had a paps 
•nd mamma at Patna. Pleased at his filial piety, I 
gave him some honis' leave in the course of evety day, 
little dreaming that his parents were represented by a 
hideous venal sweetheart of eight^md-thirty. At Mo- 
fUBsQpore his papa and manmia were succeeded by his 
brother and sister, at Chupra by his uncle and aunt 
As we went from station to station he had reason to 
I regret that he had been so extravagant with his relation! 
at first setting out. By the time we came to Oya he 
had exhausted the whole connexion, and was reduced to 
the clumsy expedient of transporting the author and 
authoress of his being from Patna in search of emploj- 
meuk Yon are obliged to engage a servant with your 
^yes shut It is a hundred to one that the testimonials 
which he brings for your inspection refer to some other 
- maa A lady told me that three ayahs applied to 
her oonsecutively, one dirtier than another, with pre- 
cisely the same set of testimonials. But^ however 
deqily engrained in the Hindoo nature are habits of 
mend aci t y, there is good ground for believing that those 
habits may be corrected or modified in time. Under 
finronrable drcustances a native can refrain from saying 
the thing that is not Powerfrd Bigahs and high-bom 
Zemindars are too proud and independent to lie and 
conn. There are abundance of signs which must con- 
vince those who do not in their heart of hearts wish' 
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their dark brethren to continue '' always liars, evil beasts, 
" slow bellies," that the Hindoo is capable of speaking 
the truth, just as he is capable of reading Gibbon, wear- 
ing peg-top trousers, and drinking bottled ale. Benga- 
lees who have received an English education, and who 
mix much with Englishmen, have leamt to appreciate 
the English feeling about veracity. The Jemmadar, or 
headman of a factory, who is high in the confidence and 
much in the company of his master, is often every whit 
ts trustworthy as a Norfolk or Yorkshire bailiff Who 
can doubts then, that among the many blessings which 
England will have conferred upon India, Truth mil not 
be wanting ? At present she is certainly lying with 
Hope at the bottom of the tank in Short's basaar. 

The love of gain is strong in the Hindoo, but not so 
strong as to counteract his aversion for what an English- 
man would call work. His covetousness displays itself 
in a penchant for saving money that almost amounts to 
a mania, and in the popularity of all occupations which 
a&>rd an opportunity for turning two-thirds of an anna 
without any great exertion of mind or body. Your 
Bengalee dearly loves a contract He is the ideal con- 
tractor, as far as his own interests are concerned. He 
will spare no trouble or time to buy the article at an 
absurdly low price, and of the worst quality that can 
by any possibility pass muster. If there is any quiet 
littlo knavery practicable, he marks it with the glance 
of a vulture. The universal ^ dustoorie** is a singular 
monument of the petty peculation which has been going 
on throughout Bengal for thousands of years. Every 
agent employed to make a purchase, great or small, 
pockets a commission unknown to his principal This 
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"^DUSTOOBIBT 

eaaasaumk is called '^dustoorie,'* or ''the cuBtomaij 
"•am ; " the amount being regulated by the impndenoe 
of the buyer, and the anxiety of the seller to dispose of 
Ills goods. A native prince, who agreed to take tbe 
lionae and fonitme of a gentleman about to leave the 
eoantiy» claimed to make a deduction from the pricey on 
the giound that he was his own agent The rascally 
and aeuteness of the servants in European fSunilies an 
fnwwAihing stupendous. A bad servant cheats you ri^ 
and leftb A good servant takes less and less every yeir 
th^ he lives with you, but he will always take some- 
thing. He could not reconcile it with his conscience to 
impugn the institution of the dustoorie. If you give 
your man a rupee to pay a cab, he puts the coin in hii 
pooeh» and arranges the matter when your back is 
tmned. If you bid him throw a few pice into a beggai'i 
lap, he takes his percentage after a bargain made it 
great length and with much heat But it never ocean 
to the cabman or the beggar to dispute his right to a 
commission. The other day, a treasuiy messenger was 
•ent to buy some stamps. Not being aware that this 
commodity is supplied by the Government which is 
more s^ to take dustoories than to give them, he de- 
manded his discount^ which was summarily disallowed 
by the derk. Shocked and scandalised by a refosal, 
wUch ^[^^eared to him monstrous and unreasonable^ he 
jumped over the counter, knocked the functionary on 
the head with his own official ruler, and carried off the 
ledger in triumph as a hostage back to the tieasuiy. 
A bdy, who lately set up bouse here^ paid the wages of 
Iwdve bearers into the hands of the Sirdar or headman 
during the first mouth. At the end of that time^ she 
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held a review of all the establishment^ a step which 
disconcerted the policy of the Sirdar, who was able to 
produce only nine bearers^ of whom two were evidently 
coolies got in for the oocasion from a neighbouring 
baaar: The same man offered the steward ten •litlii^g * 
a month for the privily of supplying the lamps wiQi 
oil Yet there is every reason to believe that he is 
honest as Sirdar-bearers ga Hie following oommuni- 
cation to the Englithmim will give you a notion of the 
universality of "dustoorie,* and is likewise a fair speci- 
men of a native letter. You must know that Messrs. 
Thaoker and Spink publish a Post-office Directory pre- 
faced by an almanaa 'Ohota," as you will probably 
discover by your unassisted genius, signifies *'littl&'* 

• 

" Teaxkub and Spinks Eklzfb. 
''To Os EddUwr of Os EngUOman. 
"SiB/— I b^ to trubble on your hormor^s benifioense 
for shameless neglekt of Messra Thakkur and Sphinx 
r«ot keep there words about Ekklips of muna I bqr 
Thakkur and Spink's Post office dinektions which say 
ekklips of mune 1st Joone at 8*46 with diskonnt and 
kommishun for redy rupees. What for my rupees all 
gone and no Ekklips ? Not my rupees^ but master^a. 
I very good man, get edukating in Mission Skul, while 
Mission Sahib'smoke cheroots, and Mwffn Sahib 
buy Thakkur and Spink's tot Sodety, which give 
me commisshun and diskount very small pica I very 
fend of Kkklipses, and I sit iqp to see Ekklips with 
Mem Sahib's ayah, and she say I know nothiog 
and she not turn Kristian, and very angry, and'I give 
her chota drop out of master's bottle^ make her veiy 

a 



« 

ft 
i< 
II 

M 

« 

■ 
It 
« 
•I 
W 

u 



mmm 



mm 




^mmm 



■!«> 



UNQATION. 



FKBJVRT. 



tt7 



i : 



gltd, and torn anything. Then master he come oot^ 
and look at mime» and say 'damThakkor and Sphinx,' 
and throw him in tank, and send me to fish out Post 
ofioe Direkshions to carl chota Mem Sahib's hait 
But I think master all rong. Thakknr and Sphinx 
Teiy good gentleniens, and give dishkonnt^ and its the 
l^wt ofice and Elekrik Telegremps what made Ekklipi 
oome long day; and if you will pat it in yoar paper 
Poet ofice people Teiy mad, and tare wigs^ and kick 
ponkah-wallah, bat erklips come all right yesterday 
after rompaa. 

* I poor native boy xite batifol English, and rite good 
Sirkalan for liateland Sahib and Chamber of Kom- 
meroe Tery pheap, and gives one rapee eight annas per 
diem, bat new man say he make betterer English, and 
pat it all in rong and only ghre one rapee ; so I leave 
the gentlemen's and come to yon if yoa will give two 
eiC^t per diem. I can make poteiy and coontiy 
koiruspondanoe> 

* Toars trally, 

" MoFUSsn*" 



Of all avenaes to wealth, that most pecoliar to this 
ca unti y is tiie tortaoas path of litigation. The native 
xegaxds a coart of law, not as the balwaik of the inno- 
oeoot^ and the xeftige of the wronged, bat as a prise-iin^ 
whidh aiSnrds a &ir field and no &voax; a stock- 
exchange^ where fortanes are to be made by devemeM 
and indastiy, and lost by carelessness and stapidity; 
where all men have an eqoal chance, and no one moM 
rely on the jastice of his caase, or the Uamelessness of 
bis life^ or any sach nataral advantage which he may 



over his fellowa Tlie wealthiest and most 
iespected man in a district will often be one who dates 
his prosperity firom a sait which, as eveiybody is well 
aware, was brooght to a saccessfal termination by 
unlimited peijary, and a docament discovered at the 
bottom of a chest in the Zenana» jost in time to be 
piodaced in coart His neighboars speak of him as 
the society of an English provincial town speaks of a 
man who began life onder a coanter and ends it in the 
psrloor of the coanty bank, whither he has poshed his 
way by dint of pradence and firagality. Great fionilies 
cany on their fends in the catcheiiies and the Zillah 
courts instead of in the tented field Accasations and 
coanter accasations of marder, violence^ fintad ; writs 
of ejectment and trespass ; appeals ; sammonses ; fiidse 
wills; false witnesses ; &lse dates — sach are the weapons 
which are fiuniliar to the Percies and Doaglasses^ the 
Capolefb and Montagaes, of Bengal and Bahax: A 
pluiter confessed to a fiiend of mine, that he had been 
rednced to the veige of rain by a ngah, who tramped 
up three actions in saccession,* and gained them all 
like Englishman, however, eventoally won back the 
ground which he had lost in a sait» the facts of which 
had been invented and arranged by his agent and 
lemindar. Amidst sach an entangled mass of chicane, 
fidsehood, and inaccaraqr, a jadge reqaires a local 
experience of many yeare^ and considerable nataral 
diaoemment^ to arrive with any certainty at a oonda- 
sion,and even with these advantages he is often misled 
A Hindoo never sticks at a lie^ bat in the witness-box 
lie surpasses himself Even if there is no intention to 
deceive^ the native has not yet been foand who can 
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■ttnd th« crots-examination of aa £nglish borrisUt. 
A bold big lawyer will make a ryot contradict IiimBtll 
ten timea in as many seatencea. The ttistimony of t 
■ingle one of our Gonntiymen haa more weight witli 
the court than that of any numbeT of Hindoos, a az- 
cumstance which puts a terrible instrament of power 
into the hands of an unscrupulous and grasping English- 
mBO. It is DO uncommon thing for a rich native to 
purchase an estato in the name of a dependent, who 
&nna it for bis master's profit, partly from an imute 
dislike of open dealing, partly from an ancient prqn- 
dica against presenting to the world on appearance d 
wcftltb — tiie relic of a lawless age, when none but Uu 
poor were safe. On one occasion, a zemindar bought 
aome raloable indigo works, without taking the precao- 
tioD of binding by a document the agent to whom the 
factory was nominally to belong. An EDgliahman in 
the neighbourhood got the ear of the agent, and bribed 
and bullied him into making over the whole conceni to 
himselC knowing well that, in the absence of written 
eridence, the woti of a European would cany the day 
And small wonder, when every week a dozen cases come 
into court in which a plain fact, asserted on oath by s 
soon of men, is denied on oath by another score. 

India is the country for those conscientious barristen 
who have doubts about the morality of advocating ■ 
cause which they believe to be unfounded. If Felii 
Oiabam came out here, he would lead the bar withis 
five vesTs, and his pretty wife would be a oha rm ing 
Addition to Calcutu society. He would be utterly un- 
able to make out whether his client was the wronged 
or the wronger, guilty or not guilty. He might say to 



himself, " We employ perjury, it is true, but the other 
"aide employ both perjury and forgery. We bring 

'forward fifteen witnesses, who would not speak truth 
' if thoy could, but the other aide brings forward as 
"many who could not speak truth if they would." 
Lut month, at Mofussilpoie, I witnessed a case which 
came before Benson, and which he referred to Tom. 
A shopkeeper complained that, as he was walking across 
the street^ one of his neighbours fell on him, knocked 
him down with a cudgel, and, as be lay insensible on 
the ground, robbed him of thirteen rupees. He pro- 
duced seven witnesses, who confirmed circumstantially 
his whole statement. It eventually turned out that the 
prisoner struck the prosecutor on the back with a slight 
ndtch, and that the rupees and the insensibility were 
iQ episode which bad no foundatioo in fact The pro- 
ceedings in a case where natives are concerned always 
remind me of the scene at a public school, when a dis- 
fatei point occurs during an interesting match, last 
winter, I witnessed a game of football at Harrow be- 
tween two boaiding-housee, in which twelve boya of 
known probity (that is to say, the eleven players and 
their umpire] swore that the ball had flown midway 
through the hose ; while twelve other boys, of equally 
kDown probity, swore that it bad touched one of the 
polec. What would Paley say to thiat Which of 
these tvro pre-judlcatious would he find himself unable 
to retistr 

Mildred, my Uofosail Mend, who has lived for twenty 
rssn in constant ooromunication with the people tt 
the oountiy, at times seeing none but black faoee fbt 
tiz months on end, has a very low opinion of native 
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eridenoe. He ia a credible authority on this point; 
inaamnch as he is a real friend of the Hindoo, and ii 
adored bj the population of the neighbourhood. Byoti 
who have a suit in court are veiy importunate to have 
him called as a witness in their favour. A man latelj 
entreated the magistrate to summon my friend to tes- 
tify to his character. On being asked whether he had 
ground for belieying that Mildred knew anything about 
him, he replied that the Sahib had once fined him tea 
mpees for cattle stealing! When Mildred was a veiy 
young man, he bought a Tillage from a zemindar, who 
■old it cheap because the inhabitants had for some 
years past refused to pay a pice of rent As the new 
proprietor was well aware that his tenants eigoyed a 
Tery evil reputation for theft, dacoity, and manslaugh- 
ter, he called his friends and neighbours together, and 
zode over with some force to collect the arrears. It 
happened that cholera was rife in the village ; so the 
party encamped for the night on a spot about a mile 
distant Late in the evening, the head man, accom- 
panied by six or seven others, came to Mildred, and 
told him that; unless he cleared off in the course of the 
morrow, they would bring the corpse of a lyot who had 
died of the epidemic; cut the throat throw it into the 
camp, and go in a body to the magistrate, to aocuie 
the Sahibs of a murder 1 

On another occasion, Mildred, in company with two 
pilanten of hia acquaintance, drove over to visit a 
friend, who lived at a considerable distance from the 
station. They had given him no previous intimation to 
expect them, but people in India can be hospitable on 
vaiy short notice; and he soon set before them cuny, 
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and fowls, and beer, and cheroots. As they were chat- 
ting over their tobacco, after a jolly ti£Sn, they heard 
the howl of a jackal in the vicinity of the bungalow, 
and it was proposed to sally forth and have a shot at 
hinL The firearms in a planter^s house are always in a 
condition for'immediate use ; so the host loaded a rifle, 
and went out with one of his guests;- while Mildred 
and the other remained among the soda-water bottles. 
After some time a shot was heard, and soon after the 
pair returned, pale and agitated. The master of the 
house said, " Mildred, I bdieve I have shot a man, but 
"we did not dare to go and look.** It appears they 
could not find the jackal : so^ in the wantonness of men 
who were full of meat uid drink, and smoke; they took 
a shot at a sheep which was feeding about a furlong ofil 
As the gun was fired, a man sprang up out of the grass 
behind ^the animal, and dropped again before he was 
well on his feet Mildred went to the spot^ and found 
a peasant stone dead, with a ball through the heart 
Now for the sequel The relations of the poor fellow 
prosecuted the planter for murder, and swore that he 
had tied the deceased to a tree; beaten him cruelly^ 
outraged him in the most foul manner, and finally put 
him out of his miseiy by deliberately firing at him from* 
the distance of a few yards. This vindictive wicked 
lie was supported in eveiy particular by a number of 
the villagers. The presence of his three countiymen, 
-« happy chance; and nothing more;— alone saved the 
prisoner from condemnation. * IVom that day finrwaid" 
(inch was the conclusion which Mildred drew from the 
circumstance) "I resolved, if ever I was on a jury^ 
"never to convict a European of a capital crime on 
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VICARIOUS CORRUPTIOK. 

* naiiTB tartimony." I endeavoured to show him ihtt 
hn resolution was illogical, and thai the consequences 
of it would be most disastrous; that^ if we rejected the 
eridence of Hindoos when the life of an Knglishman 
waa in question, we must refuse to admit it on anj 
other occasion whatsoever; the result of ^hich would 
be that^ instead of providing the people of India with 
JQfltioe of superior quality to that dealt out bjr their 
own countrymen, we should banish law and order from 
the land, until an insulted Fh)vidence sent us about our 
ImsineaB. He was not convinced. 

By the most scrupulous care our officers cannot pre- 
Tent their names bdng used for purposes of the grosaeat 
corruption. For instance, a native gentleman calls on 
tiie magistrate, and then goes straight to the house of 
■ome one who has a suit pending, and says : " I sit 
'down in the presence of the Sahib. He has a greater 
'respect for me than for the sub-inspeetor of police^ and 
"loves me better than he loves a lieutenant and two 

* ensigns in the cantonments, and he will soon love me 
'better than oneof the captains. Give me five hundred 
'mpeea'* And, though the poor fool must know thit 
if he gave away his whole fortune in presents he would 
not alter a tittle of the magistrate's verdict^ he pays the 
money under a haaty convioticm that some benefit will 
eDSoe. Bidh baboos will vie with each other for the 
post of deputy-treasurer, which is worth fif^ or six^ 
nqwes per mensem, and will gladly deposit eighty or t 
bandied thousand rupees as security for the fiuthfiil 
disohaige of the fimctiona. They are attracted, not so 
maeh by the honour of being in the service of Oovern- 
msDl^ as by the knowledge that an official position will 
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enable them to drive harder bargains, to obtain higher 
interest, to oppress their poorer neighbours, and intimi- 
date their equals. And yet every dealer in the town 
knovrs that if he was to come to the English authorities^ 
and say: ** Baboo Chunder Boss» the deputy4zeasurer, 
"told me yesterday that if I refused to let him have my 
'^saltpetre at his own price I should repent it^" Baboo 
Chunder Boss would not be deputy-treasurer another 
twenty-four hours. They know this» but they cannot 
act upon it Habit is too strong for reason. Besides, 
jour native positively likes to fee Jadks-in-office. During 
the progress of a Governor through his province, all the 
rajahs and zemindars who come to pay their respects to 
the great man aro never content umess they pay their 
rupees to his servants. They would not eiqoy their 
interview thoroughly if they got it gratis. The sirdar- 
bearer or the head messenger of a member of council 
makes a wonderfully good thing of his placa Out of 
his pay of a pound a month he manages to dress well, 
feed of the best, and maintain a suffidenqy of wives 
and parasites. If he hears of a good investment on a 
email scale, he can generally oome down with a fiat 
bag of rupees. Surely the fellow's clients and patrona 
can hardly imagine that he has the ear of his master. 
Their munificence is dictated by "* dustoor," or custom, 
the most powerful of all the motives which actuate the 
conduct <rf a nativa 

Dustoor is the breath of a Hindoo's nostrils^ the 
mainspring of his actions, the staple of hit conversation. 
A ryot ia never so happy as when he is squatted amidst 
a circle of neighbours, smoking a mixtun in which pow- 
dered, dung is the most fragrant ingredient^ and talking 
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~ about dnstooL The spirit of consenratism, poweiful 
everywhere except axnoog the conservatiye l^eis in 
the Eoglieh Houae of Commons, is tabid in the East 
In Emopean conntries men keep up old practices and 
Lafaiii which reason cannot approve because fiuniliaiify 
has rendered them attractive In India men do thmgi 
which they know to be absurd, and which they exces- 
■ivdy dislike, because custom so enjoins. An English 
fiunily, an hour after their usual bedtime^ perform an 
elabdiate toilette, and start off to dance and flirt them- 
selves into a state of unnatural wakefulness. The sou 
Is routed out from a quiet comer, where he has been 
empkqred over a surreptitious cigar, and hounded up 
I to his dressing-room with threats and execrations. A 
daughter, who is on ordinary occasions a model of piety, 
ruddy tears the kerchief from the fieu^e of her sleeping 
fiither, and rouses him from sweet visions of middling 
fidr Pemambuco and ditto transfer stock, to the fearful 
reality of a four hours' lounge in a back drawing-room, 
eweetened by fine supper-d^erry at twenty-eight and 
And yet they go forth to the sacrifice a troop of 
victims^ proud of the fillet^ and in fond expec- 
tation that they wiU enjoy the rite. A shopkeeper or 
derk, when dub-night comes round, duly pays half- 
crowns which he can ill afford, and swallows four times 
as mudi liquor as he can wdl digest But^ while he if 
seated at midnight in the midst of a iioiBy» boosy com- 
paiqr, with an indpient headache and the prospect of a 
erq^olous odio^ smoking his fourteenth pipe and ripping 
his ninth— no, tenth— no^ deventb— brar-My war-r-rer, 
he is all the time under the impression that he is doing 
: uncommonly jolly and Titti^Kat»aHo»> Kqw 
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this is not the case with the Hindoo. Groaning and 
repenting, he follows whithersoever dustoor may lead 

I him. This thrifl^, temperate race^ who deny themsdves 
every pleasure and comfort without a sigh, at the com- 

)niand of fiishion fling away sums which would keep 
them and thdrs in luxury for a lifetime. To procure 
these sums they are forced to have recourse to money- 
lenders, who are the bugbears of Indian sodd life. A 
sepoy, whose pay is seven rupees a month, has often 
been known to sdl himself body, soul, and pension, to 
a baboo, in order to spend three hundred rupees on a 
marriage feast The other day, an ayah, whose wages 
are those of a London servant-of-all-work, invited a Eu- 
ropean lad/s-mdd to a dinner, where covers were laid 
for thirty guests^ with champagne, and beer d diserAion, 
Mildred told me that native gentlemen fi:equently came 
to him to borrow some thousands of pounds on the 
security of a great slice of their estate. He would say : 
"My good fellow, I am wdl aware what you want this 
''loan for ; and you are wdl aware that you will never 
"be able to pay it, and that you will have ruined your- 
"sdf and your descendants in order, once in a way, to 
"cut a figure in the district Tou will gain much more 
" respect by being known to be able to spend all your 
" rents.* The semindar would own the truth of every- 
thing my friend stated, shrug his dioulders^ and go off 
muttering something about "dustoor.'' A few days 
after, the land would be in the dutches of some harpy 
foun PatniL 

A curious instance of the pemidous effects of "dus^ 
"toor** is afforded by the fortunes of the family of my 
friend the Maharaja. His ancestom were enormoudy 




THE MAHARAJA OF KISHENAOUR. 

-wealthy, and were, besides, the purest of pure Brahmans, 
and at the head of the religious oommunity for a hun- 
dred nudes ioun<^. If Lord Eitzwilliam were likewise 
Archbishop of lork, his position in the countiy would 
be much that of the old Maharajas of Kishenagur, in 
the tract which lies along the left bank of the Hooghly. 
The grand&ther of the present man brought himself to 
the brink of ruin by the most reckless and aimless ez- 
trwaganca On one occasion he sold the battle-ground 
of Flassej for two lacs (20,000/.), and expended the 
proceeds on gold and silver cups, which he scattered 
broadcast among the mob from, the summit of his sacred 
car during the procession on a solemn feast-day. The 
) £sther reoeired the estate much involved and reduced 
' to very small dimensions. Nevertheless he spent thirty 
thousand rupees on the marriage of his son. Happily 
that son had received an English education, and had 
a taste for English habits and society. He 
freely, keeps open house from yearns end to year's 
end, and is very popular with the residents a^ the 
station; and meanwhile he has paid off debts to the 
tone of seventeen thousand pounds, Jias cleared the 
property, and intends to indulge himself in a visit to 
England next March, as a reward for his sense and 
forethought He has much more fim for his money 
than ever his grandfather had, and yet he manages to 
eat his chupatty, and have it toa When he had once 
emancipated himself from the toils of ** dustoor," pro- 
fperity followed as a natural oonsequenoa Being so 
very exalted a Brahmin, he may eat and drink in the 
company of Europeans without blame or stain. Nay, 
hundreds and hundreds of natives come to him in the 
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conne of the year, to liave their caste restoxed for a 
prioa It ifl the old stoiy. I fancy Tetzel got his in- 
dolgenees uncommon cheap. There are some who say 
that^ if we left India to-moirow, the only traces of^ ^"^v 
our occupation would be the empfy beer-bottles ; just J ^ 
as there are some who say that it is all over with the 
army since the amalgamation, and who make other 
affinpations of about equal value with the statement 
that Balbus is building a walL Let no one assert that 
we have ruled, and fought, and panted, and perspired, 
and permanently settled in Tain, as long as we have 
tanght one Mahanga the absurdly of ''dustoor." 



Touts ever, 

H. Brouohioic 
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LETTER IX. 

BRITISH TKMPEB TOWARDS INDIA, BEFOBE, DUBINO, 

AND SINCE THE HUTINY. 

Oaloutta, Mmy II, 1869. 

I>BAB SnonKS,-^! lately read through a file of the 

j Fnand of India, for 1836, with great pleasure, not 

I unmiD^ed with i-egret The value of such a paper in 

these days would he incalculahle. The tone of the 

•iticles indicated the existence in Anglo-Indian society 

of a spirit which has passed away and left but faint 

tiaoes. In those times the well-being of the Hindoo 

was the first and dearest care of our leading ciriliana. 

Their successors honestly do their duty by the native 

population; but that duty is no longer a labour of love. 

/^Thirty years ago the education of the people of the 

eountry was the favourite subject of conversation in the 
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best circles, and occupied the spare time of men who 
^^^J^tA litUe enough of that commodity. Hindoo historyi 
literature, Hindoo social life, were discussed 



V* 



with inexhaustible ardour; and the hopes entertained 

\ oonoeming the future of the race were proportionate to 

Vnie interest which it excited/ Of course this feeling, 

I fW an that IS noble and unselfish in the mind of man, 

partook of a strong dash of illusion. But the same 



may be said of every successive stage in the progress of 
knowledge and civilization. Philanthropists are a san- 
game dass ; and it is well for them that they are sa 
The generation which was determined to show that 
Englishmen came to India with other ends than that of 
making money, and swaggering about the great •'Anglo- 
-Saxon rac^" might well be foigiven for over-rating the 
merits of Sanskrit poetiy or the attainments of a Ben- 
galee Bachelor of Arta Once every week, ^ftraTiwiftn 
the editor of the Frimd qf India, would oome down 
from Serampore for a conversation with the Secretary 
to Bengal; and the salutary fruito of this close under- 
atanding between the executive power and the press 
were evident^ both in the a<^ of the Government and 
the articles in the Friend. Public measures were dic- 
tated by a spirit of enlightened philosophy, and the 
suggestions and disquisitions in the journal were prac- 
tical and temperate, and acquired additional value ftom 
the iact that they were understood to represent the 
views of men in power. A noisy and enthusiastio 
breakfast-party finequently met to discuss the subject 
which was next their hearts. Of these men some are 
still doing good work well, while others have passed 
away, leaving their mark more or less deeply impressed 
on their generation. There was Sir Edward Byan, then 
Chief Justice of Bengal, now President of the CSvil 
Service Commission, whose* hearty address and kindly 
advice are among the most agreeable associations which 
a young civilian carries from the shores of TtngUM 
I remember well, that; on emeigixig from his plfssant 
presence; I remarked in the hall a bust of Dwarkanath 
^"Iiakur, a Hindoo gentleman for whom Sir Edward 
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tertained a stiong regard ; for our officers were then not 
aahamed to call a native by the name of "friend,** and 
would have been yeiy much ashamed to talk of him \tf 
the appellation of "rnggetr," even without the customaiy 
prefix. Then there was young Trevelyan ; and young 
Cohin, whose destiny was to die sick and weaiy in the 
darkest hour of the great mutiny, at a time when hit 
tnthority as Governor of the North-West Provinces wii 
oonfinfld to the space commanded by the guns of the 
fist of Agra : Sir Bei\jamin Malkin, an able judge and t 
ripe scholar, a man eminently distinguished by " public 
*" spirit^ ardent and disinterested, yet always under the 
"guidance of discretion :" and Boss Mangles, who, when 
chairman of the Court of Directors during that eventful 
year 1857, could never be convinced that the mass of 
the population of India had been suddenly transformed 
into felons and rebelB» preordained by Ftovidence to 
affind food for powder and the gallows. And there too 
\ was Macanlay, in high delight at finding himself in t 
\oonntiy where so much was to be learned ; keeping the 
'oompaoy £» on towards noon over the cold curries and 
empty tea-cups, untQ the consciousness of acciimulatiiig 

• boxes drove them one by one to theur respective offioei 
j Now-«Fdays such a reunion would be reviled in the 
I local papers as a parcel of conspirators assembled to 

• hatch dark plots against the EngUsh Name, the Plant- 
ing Interest^ and the Development of the Besouroes of 
IndiiL Under the auspices of Lord Dalhousie, the hsr- 
vest which had been sown by these men and those who 
thought with them, was reaped in a series of wise and 
beneficent reforms. But during the reign of the next 
vioerqr things took a fotal turn. 



At the' co m m e ncement of 1867, humanity and philaii* 
thropy were the order of the day. We had just brought 
to an end the Bussian war, which had been fought 
throughout in a spirit of generous chivalry, in spite of 
the efforts of those who endeavoured to turn a contest 
waged to preserve the balance of power into a mur- 
derous straggle of embittered nations. It was not many 
years since we had put down, in a cheery off-hai^d styles 
an Irish rebellion, which woidd have fbmished our fore- 
(aihers.with a welcome excuse for barbarous severity 
and prolonged and increased oppression. In 1798, the 
▼ictorious Orangemea Could not be induced to spare 
the lives of a parcel of clever schoolboys^ who talked a 
Uttle too much about Brian Born, and Harmodios and 
Aristogiton. In 1848 we transported the leader of the 
revolt for a few yean, rather because we did not know 
what else to do with him, than from any desire to make 
him suffer for his presumption. When Smith O'Brien 
was sentenced to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, any 
oiw who ]uiew the temper of the nation was perfectly 
awaie that the value of the life of the comiemned 
rebel, in an annuity office^ was as good as that of any. 
other man of his age in the three kingdoma 

Then came the tidings of the outbreak at Meerut^ of 
the massacre of Delhi The fiist impression produced 
hjr the intelligence was curiosity mingled with pity, and 
Buprise that any interesting thing could come out of 
India. But as every mail brought a ftesh story of honor 
ttd disaster, a significant change came over the fooe of 
•odety. If the sympathy and indignation inspired by 
•n outrage is intense in proportion to the faculty of 
•ttffering in the victim, here was a case in which indig- 
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nation and sympathy could know no bounds ; for the 
TJctiDMi belonged to the most refined and enlightened 
tiais of die fixet natfam in the world. Ladies, bred and 
muiiiied amidtt all that wealth and affection could 
aflbid, were dragged along, under a June son, in the 
lanka of the mutineers^ in hourly expectation^ and soon 
iahoo^hope^of death. Officers^ who had been trained 
tothe dutka of goremment by the best edocation which 
the mother^xmntiy coold supply, judges, magistratei^ 
SMU of adenoe^ men of letters, were pelted to death with 
bfficfcbats^ or hung; amidst shouts of laughter, after t 
mock tiiaL Ihen flcom the lowest deptha of our natoie 
emerged thoae aombrsb ill-omened instincts, of whose 
inaiy existance we had ceased to be awara Interne 
. eompaaaioi^^intense wrath, the ii^ured pride of a greet 
1 natioD t^oae oombatiTe propensities against which Ml 
Bb^ haa so often testified in vam^surged in upon 
the agitated community. It was tacitly acknowledged 
that mncj, cbantf, the dignity and sacredness of humaa 
liC»— thoae great prindplea which, at ordinary times, tie 
leoogniaed aa eternally true— must be put aaide till ou 
fjway waa restored and our name avenged. It is well 
that natiooay aaipen, should pray to be delivered fron 
temptalioii. ^Cwo montha of Nana Sahib brought about 
•a eiEect on the English character at the reoollection d 
widoh Kngliahmen at home have already learned to 
Uoah, but the lamentable consequences of which will 
lie felt in India finr generations yet unborn or un- 
^ftflughleC ^ 

Who dSeanoi remember thoae days, when a favourite 

on a wet afternoon, fixr a par^ in a oountiy 

waa to ait on and about the billiard-table de- 
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vising tortures for the Nana ; when the palm was given 
to that ingenious gentleman who proposed that he should 
be forced, firs^ to awallow a tumbler of water in which 
all the Uue papers in a seidlits-powder box had been 
emptied, and then a tumbler with the contents of all 
the white papera in a atate of solution! when^ every one 
chuckled to hear how General Neill had forced hi^ 
Brahmans to sweep up the blood of the Europeans 
murdered at Gawnpore, and then strung them in a row, 
without givii^ them the time requisite for the ritea of 
purification? It ia aingukr that he imitated in every 
particular the conduct of Telemachua towarda the maid- 
eenrants who had lent too kind an ear to thoae suitors 
who were content to fly at low game, with a view, I 
presume to keep theur handa in during the intervale of 
their more ambitioua courtship. Every one chuckled, 
with the exception of a certain evangelical paper, which 
remonstrated with the General for depriving theee poor 
men of their chances of salvation I " Have you heard 
the news ?" said a celebrated author to an acquaintance^ 
•• they stood together under the porch of the Athenieum. 
•The Sepoys have taken to inflicting the moat exquiaite 
•cruelties upon the Sikhs, and the Sikhs in return 
"swear that they will stamp the Compan/a arma in 
-led-hot pice over the body of every Sepoy who oomea 
•intheirway. Theae are the aort of tidinga that now- 

• a-days fill every heart in Enghmd with exultation and 

• thankfUness." During the firat debate at the Union 
Sodefy, in my first term, an orator wound up with these 
words: " When the rebellion has been crushed out ftom 
•theHimalayaatoComorin; when every gibbet ia red 
•with blood; when every bayonet creaka i^w ^ th i|g 
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- ghwily Imiden; when the ground in front ot eveiy 
"cannon is etrown with rags, and flesh, and shattered 
- bone ,^— then talk of mercy. Then you may find some 
-tolisten. This is not the time." This peroration was 
leeeived witii a tumult of appUuse by an assembly 
whose temper is generally characterised by mild hu- 
manity, modified by an idoktrous attachment to tbe 
memory of Archbishop Laud If you turn ovet the 
Tolume of Pun€h for the hitter half of 1867, you will 
probably open on a picture representing a big female, 
with a hehnet and a long sword, knocking about ablack 
man, in appearance something between a gorilla and 
a soldier in one of our West Indian regiments, who is 
standing orer a dead woman and child. Two pahn- 
trees in the back-ground mark the locality, and the 
whole production is labeUwl- Justice," or "Nemesis," 
or " God of Battles, steel my soldiers' hearto r What 
must have been the fury of the outburst which could 
Uansport to such lengths that good-natured and sensible 
periodical, which so admirably reflecte the opinions of » 
good-natined and sensible nation 1 

Such was the feeling in England; and, being such.it 
was only the faint shadow of the state of things in Indi.. 
Por out here men were influenced, not only by pity and 
wrath, intensified by the immediate presence of the 
olgeeto of those passions, but by sham^ by the bitte^ 
ness of bereavement and ruin, by an ever-present fesr, 
by the consciousness of an awful risk which they had 
bwely escaped, and of innumerable perils still to coma 
History shudders at the recollection of the terriWe 
-Spanish ftiry" which desolated Antwerp in the^day* 
of TTilliam the SUcnt; but the "English fury" w^ 
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more terrible stilL With the grim determination and 
the dogged pertinadfy of their race^ men went forth 
over the bee of the land to shoots and sabre, and hang, 
and blow &om guns till the work should be accom- 
plished. It was generally understood that no one would 
be called in question for having erred on the side of 
severity. Many a one of those good-humoured agreeable 
civilians with whom you canter along the course, or 
play billiards at the dub ; who are so forgiving when 
you revoke palpably and inexcusably, and so ready with 
their letters of introduction and offers of hospitality — 
many a one of them has witnessed strange scenes, and 
could tell strange tales. He could tell how he has 
ridden into some village in Shahabad or the Booab, 
with a dozen troopers at his heels ; how he has called 
for a drink of milk, and taken his seat under a tree^ 
pistol in hand, while his men ferreted out the fugitive 
mutineers who had found their way home to seek con- 
cealment and sustenance among their relations and 
neighbours; how very short a trial suflBced to convict 
those who were accused of housing and abetting the 
rebels ; and how, as he left for the next camping-ground, 
he pretended not to observe his followers stealing back 
to recover their picket-ropes. 

There is a degree of mutual terror which almost ne- 
cessitates mutual exterminatioiL At a time when the 
safety of India depended on the Pui^'ab, and the safety 
of the Puiyab hung on. a single hair (and, thank God. 
that single hair was a strong one, for it was Sir John 
Lawrence), a native regiment quartered in that province^ 
imable to resist the epidemic of sedition, mutinied and 
left the cantonments. An energetic civil officer started 
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cX in pnnuit with the slender force of sixty-aix police- 
men, brought the mutineers to bay, and, by a rare display 
of audacity and crafty captured them to a man. It is 
more easy to blame what followed than to say how he 
should have acted under the circumstances. It would 
haye been madness to send off a compact and numerooi 
force with tickets of leaye to recruit the rebel garrison 
of DelhL ,At the same time^ Sir Joshua Jebb himself 
would have hesitated before he undertook to guard a 
battalion of regular troops with a handful of native 
policemen, who were themselves at that moment on the 
eve of an outbreak. One course remained. There is a 
doser prison than a Government jail : a surer sentiy 
than a Pui^abee chokedar. 

When first I came out there were two gentlemen here 
who were considered the moist welcome addition to Gal- 
cntta sociefy. One was a jolly comical-looking chap^ 
an excellent officer, and a capital man for a small dinner- 
party. The other was most refined and intelligent^ with 
a remarkably courteous and winning address. It was 
■aid that these two had hung more people than any 
other men in India. Mr. Hume, of Etawah, who wsi 
blamed by many for excess of leniency, but who so bore 
himself that no one could blame him for want of courage, 
distinguished himself by keeping down the number of 
executions in his district to seven, and by granting the 
culprits a lair triaL These he treated with fatherly 
tenderness, for he invented a patent drop for their 
benefit ; so that men prayed — ^fizst^ that they might be 
triad by Mr. Hume, and next^ that^ if found guilty, they 
might be hanged by him. 

One morning I was lounging in the room of a veiy 
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good friend of mine, one of the youngest captains in the 
army. Who went through as much rough-and-tumble 
fighting as could be squeexed into twelve months, and 
who came out of the business with the reputation of 
being a first-rate cavaliy officer. We were overhauling 
his collection of guns^ tiying the locks, and oritidxing 
the grooving as men do on such occasions^ when I 
remarked, suspended in the place of lionour, an archaic 
rickety revolver, and an old cut-and-thrust sword, with 
a bright notched blade, and a well-wom leathern handlei 
Those were not holiday weapons. Once, when chaiging 
a couple of hundred of the famous Dinapore mutineers 
he left that sword in the head of a sepoy. While' 
dismounting to recover it he was separated fiom his 
squadron, and surrounded by a party of desperate 
Ptadies, who, being perfectly aware that their last hour 
was oom^ were desirous of opening to themselves the 
gates of the celestial Zenana by the sacrifice of so r». 
doubted a Sahib. My friend sheltered himself as best 

he could behind his horse's neck, and kept the assailants 
off with his revolver, tiU two fiuthfU Paajabees galloped 
l»ck to his assistanoa Meanwhile^ he had ahot three 
men dead on the spot^ each with a bullet throu^ the 
biain. He took part in the pursuit of Coer Sing from 
Lucknow to the Ganges. On the night before that old 
warrior succeeded in passing the river, a picket was 
ported to keep watch upon the rebels, who were 
quartered in and near a populous village. Erom time 
to tmie the country-people came in with the intelligence 
that the enemy were still there^ until their importunate 
desire to give information roused a suspicion that all 
was not right We advanced cautiously, and found that 
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XJocr Sing had stolen away, and was already well on his 
load towards the feny. After the affair had terminated 
in the escape of the mutineers, our commanding officer 
sent back his cavalry, with orders to take signal ven- 
geance on the peasants whose treachery had foiled his 
caieMly-oonoerted plan. The lament surrounded the 
village, set the roofs on fire, looted the dwellings of what 
doth and grain they contained, stripped the women of 
their batagles and anklets, and put all tho males to the 
edge of the sword This was only one among many like 
deeds, deeds of which every one approves at the time, 
but which afterwards no one cares to justify or to 
discuss. We little dream what a dire and grim signi- 
ficance IS attached by many a widow and orphan in 
Oude or Bahar to the names of some who appear to ns 
the mildest and most loveable of human beinga In the 
eyes of only too many Boman matrons Ceesar was the 
most attractive and insinuating among the young swelli 
of his day; whether amiability and tenderness formed 
the leading features of his character, as conceived \pj 
a Helvetian or a Nervian, may reasonably be doubted. 

Things had now come to a terrible pass. During the 
first weeks of the mutiny the murders were perpetrated 
by the ''budzarts,'' or black sheep, of the regimen^ with 
a view to implicate their comrades beyond the hope of 
pardon; to place between themselves and their former 
condition of life a gulf filled with English blood. Their 
icheme met with entire success. The minds of our 
countrymen were so agitated and distorted by anger and 
uneasiness, that even those battalions which remained 
true* to their salt b^;an to be apprehensive for their 
safety whenever they found themselves in the same 
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cantonment with European troops. In a station where 
this state of things eidsted, suspicion and dislike reigned 
suprema The officers of the native corps slept in the 
European lines with loaded revolvers under their pillows; 
the guns, unlimbered and charged to the muzzle with 
grap^ faced the quartei!s of the sepoys; a strong force 
was at all times under arms, and the very air seemed 
heavy with an impending stonn. Under such circum- 
stances, an outbreak would have been regarded rather 
as a relief than as a misfortuna But if our people were 
tnxious, the supposed mutineers had &r more reason to 
he nervoua On occasions of this description, there is 
nothing which men so constantly underrate as the terror 
which they themselves inspire in the breasts of othera 
During a town and gown row, I always used to think 
that the hostile oolumn looked most formidable and 
impressive^ while I was only too conscious that the 
fighting power of our own array was lamentably de- 
fective. Who could depend on Screwington, who had 
descended by hebdomadal steps from the second to the 
sixth boat, untU he finally retired into the illimitable? 
on Duflferly, who cried three weeks before he left school, 
when the fags mutinied and pelted him with penny- 
rolls? on Timkins, who had never taken a walk a mile 
long since he spent the day at Shelford to escape being 
condoled with after missing his scholarship? And yet 
the effect produced on the imagination of the town by 
our onward charge was, doubtless, very demoralizing. 
Acloud of tall forms, in square caps and flowing gowns, 
bearing down thtough the fog, must test the oourage of 
the hardiest Barnwell cooley, or the most vindictive 
college kitmutgar, burning to take out his unpaid wages 
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in undeigndiiate gore. Onoe, or more than onoe, it 
befell thtt^ when the suspected troops were ordered oat 
to be disarmed or discharged, the loaded cannon, the 
lifted matches, the line of frowning white faces, proved 
too much for their nerves. Convinced that they had 
been assembled to be butchered, the poor devils broke 
and took to their heels, under a crashing fire of shrapnel 
and canister. By the time it came to this, the onlj 
chance of existence for the one party lay in the uttn 
destruction of the other. Quarter was not given, and, 
indeed, hardly could be said to be worth the asking 
An Englishman knew well that^ though one set of 
Plandies were to spare his life, the next lot who came 
across him would cut his throat; and a sepoy knew 
wdl that^ if his captors took the trouble to drag him 
about in their train for a few days^ the magistrate at 
the first station on the road would infallibly hang him 
before the officer in command of the party had finished 
his dinner. 

The presence of a military officer, however, seldom 
afforded much comfort to a prisoner. None of their 
persecutors were so dreaded by the natives as the royal 
tnops lately arrived from England. No civilian armed 
with the thunderbolts of the law, able to ascertain at 
a glance whether the culprit was a pensioned sepoy, a 
Mahommedan fanatic^ or a peaceable cultivator, was 
half so terrible a judge as a beardless subaltern, Creah 
from the depAt at Chatham, whose experience of the 
population was summed up in the statements that "njg- 
" gen were all blasted liars," and that^ * when a fdler 
* said he wae a ryot^ he wae sure to be the greatest 
' scoundrel unhung : ** a distinction which he was not 
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likely long to retain. Ihe knowledge of the servants of 
the Coitopany was fieur less formidable than the ignorance 
of the servants of the Crown. No Sikh burning to 
avenge Aliwal and Sobraon on the revolted mm-^^aries 
who had been used by the Feringhees as tools to aooom- 
plish the humiliation of his race, inspired such honor 
in the souls of the village people, as the British private^ 
who saw a probable ftiurderer, and an undoubted subject 
for "loot^" in every "Mbor* who came in his way— for 
in those days the rank and file of our army always 
•poke of the inhabitants of India by the appellation of 
"Moors." As the men landed at Bombay, they expressed 
vexation and disappointment at not being allowed to go 
in at the Moors who were taking their 9iuta upon the 
beach. Hiey had been brought all the way from England 
to kill Moors, and why should they not begin at onoef 
One Moor in the hand was worth two in the bush, or 
lather 4he jungle. At one time it became necessary to 
double the guards at Fort William, in order to prevent 
the soldiers fkom sallying forth at night to avenge the 
atrocities committed in Dude and Bohilcund upon the 
•yces of Chowringhee, and the palkee-bearers of the 
China-bazaar. A corporal, who had travelled up with 
apar^ from Bombay to join his regiment in the field, 
on his arrival at head-quarters .reported that in the 
oouse of the jonmqr a mutiny had taken place among 
the buUock-drivera. On inquiry, it appeared that the 
hero of the affair was an honest fellow, who had dia- 
embarked with his head'full of the Nana and the fiital 
well His story was simple .^—« I seed two Moors talk- 
"ing in a cart Presently I heard one of 'em say 
"'Cawnpora.' I knowed what that meant; so Iletched 
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SeS A FINE BAO. 

- " Tom Walker, and he beard 'em aay ' Cawiipore.' and 

■ he knowed what that meant. So we poIUUed 'em 
- both ofE" 

It is observable that civiliana, as a rule, described the 
operation of Idlliiig as " occountiog for," or " disposing 
" of : " as if to express the perfunctoiy and exact per- 
fonnance of official work. Military men preferred the 
term "polishing off" as a more jovial and rollickiog 
qmonym for the eztenuination of their fellow-creataret. 
Hen spoke of executions and massacro in the tone 
which a certain doss of medical students ore supposed 
to adopt with reference to surgical operations. It must 
bftve been a curious state of things in Which English 
Christiaiu could talk to other English Christians of 
" fine bags," not of hares and pheasants, but of human 
beings. 

At Buxar, which, yon may remember, is on the 
Ganges, a little above Arrah, there lived a native, well 
known to all the residents by the name of "Coony 

■ Baboo," who was employed by the Government in s 
Bobordinate capacity. He was a Bengalee, and as such 
had just as much reason to be alarmed for his safety at 
way EDglistunan at the station. One day he was ptu- 
Boing bis avocation at a wbarf on the river, armed wilh 
ft pistol, which he kept to protect bis life and proper!}' 
against the stray mutineers, and other vagrants, who 
cwanned in those troubled r^ona, when a steam-flst 
cune np the stream carrying a detachment of English 
troops. The commanding ofBcer sent a boat to com- 
mnnicate with the authorities on shora The crev, 
seeing a man who, to tbeir eyes, presented a suspiciona 
appearance, hanging about the jetty, took it into their 
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bekds t^t lie might just m wall htag on board Uttir 
■teuner. And aooordiiiRly souted him ud seuuhed his 
per«on. When the pistol came to light, the^ made no 
doubt but th&t he wu « mutiaeor who had in aoma 
niwccouDtable moiuier bcon delivered into their buidv. 
Tbcy forthwith took him oa boud, when, after « ahort 
but satisfactory iiiTeatigatioii, the poor Baboo wu ordend 
for immediate exeoutioo. Happily, in the nick of time, 
a civil oflicer appeared on the scene, who, when he saw 
the prisoner, exclaimed. " Why, it ia Coony Baboo 1 
" What are tliey doing to you, Coooy t " It waa witli 
great difHculty that the oaptor* could be induced to 
believe the auuniDoea of the civiliao, whom tlioy evi- 
deotly regarded as on emiaaary of Lord Canning and 
a representative of that oloniency policy whidt waa tha 
bot^beor of the day. 

At a pkco hundreds of milea distant IVom the anat of . 
war, some brinjarriea, or com-deolera, came into the camp 
of a regiment which had been a very short while in the 
muDtiy. The men on guard observed that the hoada of 
the stran<;era wore shaved, and knew by inatinct that 
they must be aepoya. A haatity-conatituted tribunal 
look cogniianco of the matter, and called in a sergeant 
who hod the reputation of a profound knowledge of 
India. I'leaaed at being consulted, ha cooked hia eye, 
and, after due inspeotion, pronounced that the pnaoners 
were nndoubtedly aepoya. A civilian, who waa pniaeDt, ' 
lemaQBtratod most vehemently, but was onaweted with 
the jfrimd /one argument, " You see their beads an 
' shaved I They muat be tepoya." At length hia im- 
portunity prevailed, and the colonel ordered the aoldien 
Jlo take Uie briqarries to the outskirts of the camp and 
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let them ga These orden were oheyed to the lettet 
The men were led beyond the tents, set foe» and shot 
down as they ran away. 

/ A stoiy was current at the time, which, if not tnu; 
£ad at any rate so much the air of troth, that people 
did not take the trouble to refuse it credence. Some 
troops, fresh from England, were marching up countij 
under the orders of an old brigadier. One morning 
just before the tents were strack, a couple of dirtj 
. miMrable beings were detected lurking outside the line 
of sentries. They were seized, and brought before 
the commanding officer, who questioned them closely. 
Whether from the consciousness of guilty or an in- 
ability to understand Aldershott Hindoostanee, the pooc 
wretdies answered only by uncouth gestures and dis* 
jointed exclamations. The verdict was : ** Spies, spies I 
" Hang 'em up 1 " and the word was given to maioh. 
At the next halting-place the colonel's bed was missing. 
The old fellow stormed, and fretted, and cursed his 8e^ 
vants freely, but with no result At length his sirda^ 
bearer came forward trembling, and pu^ng his hands 
together in an attitude of supplication, as their wont is 
wrhen addressing a superior, said in a tone of depre- 
catory explaxi^on: '* Master done give order hang up 
•bed-cooHes.*!] 

The events of those times have left their trace in 
our military vocabulary. During the year and a half 
which followed the outbreak at Meerot to "loot" and 
to ''poUsh off" became household verbs in the British 
army. It was only the other day that I was present 
while a party of military men were discussing the 
beauties and antiquities of Benares. " Oad," exclaimed . 
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one of them, "what a town it would be to loot They 
^say that nobody knows when it was looted last 
'There must be at least ten crore of jewels and coin 
"somewhere about the place.** The notion seemed 
wonderfully palatable to the company, and. afforded 
A pregnant subject of conversatioiL Meanwhile^ I sat 
with my mouth wide open, marvelling how on earth 
English officers could entertain the idea of plunderiiig 
a city which was exactly as much an English city as 
York or Exeter. Talk of this description is childish 
enough, but when indulged in frequently, it becomes 
significant The sterling qualities of our army alone 
rescued it from utter demoralization. No other soldiers 
in the world could have preserved tiieir self-respect 
amidst so fearful an ordeaL Eighteen months in such 
a school would have turned the French line-Kgiments 
into Zouaves, the Zouaves into Turcot and the Turcos 
into cannibals. 

After all, however, the best hope of the miserable 
Tiadves lay in the justice and moderation of official 
men. The stem and cold animosity of the civilians, 
the reckless and unscrapulous retribution dealt out by 
the military, were as nothing to the rabid ferocity of the 
non-official community. These men had come to the 
shores of India for the sole purpose of nuddng money. 
They were under no professional obligation of providing 
for the prosperity and happiness of the population, and 
indeed were too apt to regard their daric iellow-fubjects 
simply as tools for promoting their own ends. Now that 
their lives and fortunes were brought to the extreme of 
jeopardy, in consequence of a wide-spread and most 
formidable revolt of the despised race, their fiuy and 
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TONS OF TUB PRESS. 

hatred knew no measure. In one or two instances the 
Ooyemment was constrained b7 the pressure of circum. 
stances to place power in the hands of men of this clasi 
In one great city some low Europeans were vested with 
fUI magisterial authority. The unhappy place was de- 
livered over to a Beign of Terror. "Whatever miseiy 
oould he inflicted hy cupidity, private malice* and vulgar 
harharity» was endured to the full hy the wretched 
natives at the hands of this triumvirate of snohs. 

The tone of the press was horrihla Never did the 
ciy for hlood swell so loud as among these Christiam 
and Englishmen in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The pages of those hrutal and grotesque journals 
puhlished hy H^hert and Marat during the agony of 
the French Kevolution, contained nothing that was not 
matched and surpassed in' the files of some Calcuttt 
papers. Because the pampered Bengal sepoys had be- 
haved like double-dyed rascals, therefore every Hindoo 
and Mussulman was a rebel a traitor, a murderer; 
therefore, we were to. pray that all the population of 
India might have one nook, and thiit all the hemp ia 
India might be twisted into one rope. It would be 
wearisome to quote specimens of the' style of that day. 
Xvezy column teemed with invectives which at the time 
•eemed coarse and tedious, but which we must now pro- 
nounce to be wicked and blasphemous. For what could 
be more audacious than to assert that Providence had 
granted us a right to destroy a nation in our wrath f^ 
to slay, and bum« and plunder, not in the cause of order 
and civiliaitiony but in the name of our insatiable ven- 
geance, and our imperial displeasure ? The wise ruler, 
whoee comprehensive and impartial judgment preserved 
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him from the contagion of that &tal frenzy, was assailed 
with a storm of obloquy for which we should in vain 
seek a precedent in history. To read the newspapers of 
that day, you would believe that Lord Canning was at 
the bottom of the whole mutiny; that upon his head 
was the guilt of the horron of Cawnpore and Allahabad ; 
that it was he who had passed round the chupatties and 
the lotahs, and spread the report that the Buss was 
marching down from, the north to drive the English into 
the se& After all, the crime charged against him was, 
not that he had hindered the butchery, but that his 
heart was not in the work. No one had the frice to say, 
or, at any rate, no one had the weakness to believe, that 
Lord Canning had pardoned any considerable number 
of condemned rebela His crying sin was this, that 
he took little or no pleasure in the extermination of 
the people whom he had been commissioned by hia 
Sovereign to govern and protect 

After Lord Canning, Sir John Peter Grant had the 
gratification of being the personage most profusely and 
fiercely maligned by the enemies of the native : which 
honourable position he long retained, untQ of late Sir 
Charles Wood put in his daim, — a claim which has 
heen instantly and fhlly recognised. A certain journal 
made the brilliant suggestion that Sir John Peter, had 
he dared, would very likely have released the sepoys 
whom General Neill had ordered for execution, and 
then proceeded to abuse him as if he had actually so 
done. This hypothetical case soon grew into a foci 
It was stated positively in all quarters^ thai Sir John 
P^ter Grant had set free the murderers of Oawnpore, 
with a bombastio proclamation, containing the words 
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t68 SIR JOHN PETKB JND HIS HIGH AUTHOBITT, 

" in yiitQe of my high authority," an expression whU 
at once discredited the stoiy in the estimation of aD 
who knew the man. Sir John and his high authority 
were revfled and ridiculed in the daily and weddj 
papers of England and India» in conversation, on iU 
stagey and on the hustings. Meanwhile, with natm| 
VuriniMM and good-humour, he said nothing, and allow 
the tempest to whistle about his ears without morinjl 
a musda At length the Home Qovemment wrote out 
to the Governor-General, directing him to take oogni- 
sanoe of the affair ; and he accordingly requested tin 
accused party to explain how the matter stood. Tha 
Sir John spoke out^ and affirmed that the report im\ 
a pure fabrication; that he never enlarged a single 
sepc^; and that^ had he desired to thwart Genenl 
Keill, such interference would have been entirely out d\ 
his power. Hereupon, the press in general proceeded to 
make amends in a full and satis&ctory manner. Ooel 
newspaper, however, had no intention of letting him off 
■0 easily, and put forward an apology which was exqni- 
aitdy characteristic and which probably diverted the! 
otject quite as much as it was designed to vex him. 
The gist of it was, that Sir John had undoubtedly beenj 
ftlsely charged in this particular instance, but tiiat 
was such a confirmed and abandoned friend of the 
native as quite to deserve eveiything he had got; a 
that no contumely, whether rightly or wrongly bestowed 
on him, oould by any possibility come amiss. 

And now who can wonder that among a generation 
which has gone through such a crisis philanthropy ii 
■omewhat at a discountt It is ui^ust to blame men 
who have lost their fortunes and friends and health ii 
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the desperate strog^e, because the moment the victory 
is decided, they cannot set to work heart and sotiI at ' 

ooncocting and promoting plans for the benefit of their 
conquered foe 1 That struggle irresistibly reminded us 
that we were an imperial race, holding our own on a 
conquered soil by dint of valour and foresight Can- 
tonments and arsenals, field batteries^ and breaching 
batteries, seemed more essential to the government of 
the country than courts of law, normal schools, and 
agricultural exhibitiona The questions of the da/^ 
were, not whether Sanskrit should be taught at the ! r^ 
Presidency College, or to what ^jEtent the pure mathe- ^tt^^^ 
matics of Hindoo men of science were borrowed from j ^ r^ 
European souroes ; but whether artillery mig^t safely ^^ ^ 
be posted at a station where no English cavalry were \S^^^ 
quartered; whether the advantages of massing troops j 
at central points compensated for the sanitary dangers 
of that measure. As long as human nature remains 
whtit it is, men who have just made a great and sue- / 
cessful effort will ask themselves whether they and 
theirs are not to profit by their exertiona Had we' 
ptnired forth our blood lOce water in order that the 
children of sepoys might receive a better education 
than they would have obtained in the event of their 
&thers having overturned the British supremacy? hij 
Older that the disaffected Bi^poots of Shahabad might 
ratp the advantages of a more speedy and equitable 
I administration of justice.than they would have eigqyed 
Oder the rule of Goer Singt What was "Rn giAnii to 
Igain in return for her millions of money and thousands 
of lives t Did she not merit some more substantial 
|i^nompense for having recovered India» than the privi- 

82 



I 



mm 



mm 



WEAT ARB WB TO QAHft 

lege of governing the Indians in a spirit of wisdom ud 
unselfishness! Echo and the planters answered '^yes!* 
though equity and humanity steadily continued to assert 
that the events of 1857 and 1858 had not altered t 
whit our position in India — that our re-conquest oooU 
be justified in the sight of God and Europe only by the 
same conditions as had justified our original conquest 
/^We must still govern the land in the interest of the in- 
habitants. We must still provide them with every thin; 

V ^. ' that is essential to their well-being and happincsa We 
"^ ; must still pay rent and taxes, keep the roof tight tod 
i I the drains open, or out we must turn as unprofitaUe 

V ^ \^ and dishonest tenants. 

[ It is greatly to the credit of the civilians that they 

.^hearkened to the voice of equity and humanity. HkI 
; natives cannot accuse their governors of neglect or 
/ iigustice. vjhey have no reason to regret having ex- 
changed Munro and Elphinstone for Grant. and Besdc 
Most of our officers would do all and suffer 
i than betray their trust S<^e have already done mucKl 
and suffered not a littla %ut the new order of thipgi| 
is not as the old. The children of the soil are 
longer regarded with the lively interest^ the credul 
partiality of yora Those are phints which do jA\ 
flourish amid the rank weeds and rushes, the sand and 
rubble that overspread the land which was lately sab- 
merged by the deluge of civil strife. Men cannot at 
- will cast aside the recollection of those times when al 
\ was doubt and confusion and dismay ; when a gra^ 
\ ftar was their oompanion, day and night; when the 
i mother and children were in sanctuary at the bes^ 
quarters of the Division ; when the husband worke^ 
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with a loaded revolver among his papers^ a horse s^iand- | 
ing saddled in the stable^ his feet resting upon a pair of / 
saddle-bags crammed with his most valuable property. I - 
The distrust and dislike engendered by such an ex- i <» 
perience are too deeply rooted to be plucked up by an 
set of volition. 

Though the civilians do not allow the impressions 
kft by the events of the mutiny to influence their 
opinions and their conduct^ the case is far other with 
the non-official society. And here I may remark that 
there is some difficulty in finding an appdlation for the 
members of that society. They themselves insbt upon 
it that the civilians have given them the name of " inter- 
" lepers," and grow extremely wroth over this imaginary 
grievance. I solemnly declare that I never heard the 
word used in conversation by a civilian, and never saw 
it in prints except when it occurs in the effusions of the 
" interloping" party. On occasions^ when they are very 
tngiy inde^ they will have it that they are called 
« Itdventurers." Perhaps "settlers" is the least objeo- 
tioDable and most comprehensive title. 

The European settlers in India speedily acquired that 
contempt for the Bengalees which it is a law of nature 
that the members of a conquering race should entertain 
for the subject population among whom they live As 
the Norman baron regarded the Saxon churl, as the ' 
Dutch boer regarded the Hottentot, so it was inevitable 
that the English planter should regard the lyot and the 
oooly. No one can estimate very highly the moral and 
intellectual qualities of people among whom he resides 
for the single purpose of turning them to pecuniary 
account But in the course of time a new element was 
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W TBIIE AVEBSION FOR THS NATirK 

jiUbSl to the feelings wliich the settler displayed towaida 
the Hindoa Dislike appeared by the side of disdaia 
The Dutchman might treat the Hottentot as he pleased, 
without the^inteiposition of Government^ as represented 
by a numerous and able body of public servants paid 
to protect and cherish the ancient population of the 
oountiy. nont-de-B<Buf and Brian Bois de Quilbert 
did what was right in their own eyes» without fear of 
beiBg charged with dacoity and abduction under the 
revised penal code before the civil and sessions judge of 
the district But the English settler became aware that 
he must behave towards the Bengalee as towards a fel- 
low-dtixen and fellow-subject, or the local magistrate 
and the Supreme Court would know the reason why. 
This diecoveiy did' not raise his opinion of the natives^ 
but caused him to look on them in the light of enemiea^ 
possessed of rights and privileges whereto they had no 
just claim« and which^ as time went on, they, might be 
tempted to employ against him as weapons of annqy- 
anosL His state was much that of a boy at school who 
is provented \fj an wholesome dread of the monitoit 
from fiigging a stupid, cowardly fellow in the same bed- 
room with himself to the extent which the eternal fit- 
nesB of things appears to him to demand — a position 
which is not calculated to foster the most kindly senti- 
meots of our nature. 

At the period of the mutiny the feeling of aversion 
was intensified into deadly hatred. For a season thii 
hatred was shared by the entire mass of our countiy- 
men. Invectives against the treacherous, blood-thiis^ 
Mussulman, ironical sneeis about the " mild Hindoo,' 
were nuts alike to the civilian and the planter. The 



Utter rejoiced to hear the world acknowledge that his 
estimate of the native had been oozrect throughout 
But this glimpse of happiness was too bright to last 
This sweet vision of a Utopia of rampant Anglo-Saxons 
and "damned niggezs " melted away as swifUy as it had 
arisen, and disclosed the stem reality in all its horrid 
nakedness : aland flowing indeed wiUi ghee and indigo,^ 
bat peopled by a race of firee peasants, possessed of an | ^ 
ancient interest in the soil, and by an oppressed and r" Is'l'^^f^ 
disheartened community of Englishmen, whose unnatu- ^^ 
nl mother-oountiy refused to recognise any distinction 
in dvic rights between a nigger doomed to everlasting 
torment and a white man in a state of salvation. At^ 
home the reaction against a severe and retributive policy 
set in with inesistible strength. People foil to repent- 
ing their recent excesses^ in sackdoth and ashes ; or, to 
speak more accurately, in pamphlets and May meetings. 
i^ official society out here soon followed suit^ and the 
unfortunate settler found himself in the plight of a 
eolonial Abdiel, ''foithftil only he "^ to the great prin- 
dplea of the debasement of the native, the domination of 
the Anglo-Saxon, and the " development of the resources 
"of India* into English podkete. Always sore upon 
the question of the social and political condition of the 
native, he now became positivdy raw and festeriDg. 
The events of the last fow years have certainly not 
been of a nature to soothe his iigured souL His morbid 
etestation of the Bengalees, as displayed in the pages 
I of the local journals, would be ludicrous, if there could 
e a ludicrous side to a phenomenon so painfol and ill- 
mened. One unfortunate correspondent^ who happened 
to make use of the ei^ression, ** our native brethren^" 
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was lately treated to aoolunm of indignant xemonstraaoe 
and iU-tempeied satire. A certain official, in answer to 
an affectionate address presented to him by a laige 
number of wealthy and influential Hindoos, spoke of 
" the two great races" who occupy India. Next mom- 
ing he was taken to task firmly but respectfully for 
having been weak enough to call the natives a '* great 
** race," and place them by implication, on an equali^ 
with Englishmen. As if this gentleman, in order to 
gratify the vanity and spite of any class in existence, 
would have chosen to insult a body of worthy men who 
had assembled to give him a mark of respect and devo- 
tion, by reminding them that they belonged to an inferior 
and subject people I 

' It is only natural that the protectors of the native 
ahonld come in for a share of odium. Though the greit 
majority of planters live on the most cordial terms with 
the officials in their neighbourhood, it cannot be denied 
that the tneiuun of the party have worked themselves 
up into a state of violent excitement against the very 
name of civilian. I said above that the events of the 
last few years have not been of a nature to calm the 
agitation of the public mind. In fact^ from the day 
that law and order were restored throughout the land, 
one vexed question has followed another in swift and 
baneful succession. 

YmX came the great indigo row. Now, if you cannot 
touch pitch without being defiled, you certainly cannot 
touch indigo without being made to look uncommonly 
Una. Besides, I am not one of those who exgoy waft- 
ing "through fires placed under the crafty cinder;* » 
I will confine myself to stating boldly that over vast 



tracts of Bengal the ryots cultivated iiidigo under a 
system which, in the hands of shrewd and energetic 
European planters^ had become an instrument of intoler- 
able oppression. Many of these poor fellows (excited, 
as some think, by the general up-turning of society 
occasioned by the rebellion) objected to grpw indigo^ 
on the ground that other crops paid them better. 
Upon this their employers, in many cases, sowed the 
lands by the hands of their myrmidons, who meanwhile 
kept the unfortunate proprietors at a distance by terror 
of sword and cudgel . This went on until a young 
magistrate, the Honourable Ashley Eden, of all the 
friends of the native the most consistent and audacious, 
(no unimportant quality in a state of society where 
philanthropy is useless unless backed up by audadty), 
like the worthy son of an English Bishop, stepped in 
with the following order : — 

** Since the ryots can sow on their lands whatever 
' crop they like, no one can without their consent and 
''by violence sow any other crop; ordered, therefore^ 
"that the original petition be sent to the Deputy- 
" Magistrate of Mitterhaut^ in order that he may send 
" policemen to the lyots' land to prevent any disturb- 
" anoes that are liktiy to ensue from any compulsoiy 
** cultivation of their lands, and instruct them — ^if the 
" land is really that of the ryots— not to allow any one 
" to interfere with it ^ ^ ryoU vnsk to mw indigo 
"or anifthing iUe, the jMdieemmi will $m thai thsn to no 
" distwrhanotJ* 

This occasioned the appointment of the Indjgo Gom- 
mission ; which, after a searching and patient investi- 
gation, brought to light a vast number of facts which 
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Tffg UmiGO COMMISSION. 

prored the horrible tendencjr of the existing sTstein. 
There can be no object in boring or shocking you, as 
the case may be, with a long array of grievances and 
abuses. Soffice it to say that the Commission reported 
that ''the planters, <u a lody, are not acquitted of the 
" practice of kidnapping and illegally confining indi- 
* viduals ;" and that (while thirty thousand cultivaton 
of the poppy* ^thin the limits of a single a^jency, had 
in the course of a few years thrown up their opium 
contracts, and resumed them only on obtaining a con- 
aidemble adyance in price firom the Grovemment) out of 
the hundreds of thousands of ryots who grow indigo noi 
mis eoM h$ produced' who had cleared hie aceounte wUh 
ki$ employer, and heenpemUUed to break off hie eonnexion 
wiik the factory. It was likewise ascertained, though 
not inserted in the Beport, that certain of the planters 
were in the habit of canying about a ''Sham Chand," 
or leathern instrument of flagellation, with. which to 
flog the free peasant proprietors with whom they had 
dealings. And these- are the sons of the men who 
thought the abolition of negro slaveiy cheap at twenty 
millions sterling I 

In the heat of the mdUe the Bev. Mr. Long pub- 
lished a translation of a vernacular drama,, entitled, 
r^Nil Duipan," or, "The Mirror of Indigo," giving ibe 
I aspect of the question as seen from a native point of 
1 view. In so doing he acted in accordance with the 
I spirit of the Missionaries, "whose conduct^* says the 
BtopoKt^ ''during the late controversy and crisis, is not 
I "blameworthy, and that of many has been straight- 
Sf'fiDrwaid, manly, and considerate," In the prefieuse 
Ml Long reflected in severe but just terms upon the 
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line taken by the two leading Anglo-Saxon journals. 
By the exertions of the " Planters* Association * he was 
brought to trial, and indicted on two counts : first; for 
having libelled the JBngliehman and tiie Bengal ffurkaru 
in the prefiu^; and, secondly, for haviz^ libelled * ike 
"paimi/My^j»2afU0n^"intheplayitsel£ Thepassages 
which excited the most animadversion \rere the fidlow- 
ing. The first occurs in a conversation between two 
native women. 

* Reboii Moreover, the wife of the indigo-planter, 
" in order to make her husband's case strong^ has sent 
' a letter to the magistrate, since it is said that the 
" magistrate hears her words most attentively." 

"Aduri. I saw the lady. She has no shame at alL 
"When the magistrate of the Zillah (whose name 
" occasions great terror) goes riding about through the 
" village, the lady also rides on horseback with ^™ 
' Biding about on a horse I Because the aunt, of Eezi 
" once laughed before the elder brother of her husband 

all people ridiculed her : while this was the magistrate 
" of the Zillah." 

The second runs as follows. The Daroga, or polioe- 
seigeant, says to the jemmadar of the jail:— 

"Did not the magistrate say he will come here this 
"day?- 

'Jemmadar. No, sir. He has four days more to 
"coma On Saturday they have a champagne-party 
" and ladies' dance. Mrs. Wood can never dance with 
I " any one but our Sahibi I saw that when I was a 
bearer. Mrs. Wood is veiy kind. Through the in- 
fluence of one letter she got me the jemmadaiy of the 

l-jaa.- 
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With reference to these passages the judge on tlie 
bench spoke to the following effect^ as reported in the 
contempoiaiy papers : — 

"His Lordship approached the subject with sorrow 
" and disgust^ as any man must B^uling these pas- 
" mig&B, it was impossible to speak of them othervrise 
" than as a foul and filthy slander against a society of 
" helpless women, who, under the mask of a general 

* ^7P^ voro cruelly stabbed in the dark. If it meant 
** anything, it was not merely a slander against the 

' wives of planters, but it vhu for the jury to wntider 
' yHuOur it was not intended as a reproach on the foholU 
' vUddle class of the toomen of England, whence they 
' came. The jury, the civilians, the soldiers, the 
" merchants in this country, alike had their origin from 

* that middle class whose daughters were here so 
^ shamefully maligned. Those women came to this 

* country to share a life of toil and hardship with their 

* husbands, far from the friendships and protection of 
" their native land." • 

By the way, talking of the protection of their native 
land, was Mr. Thackeray indicted for calumniating 
under the mask of the general type of Becky Sharp, the 
whole middle class of the women of England, whence 
■he came ? 

The Judge proceeds, or rather is said by the papers 
to have proceeded, thus : — 

* Would they believe that those women were in the 

* habit of prostituting themselves in order to gain the 
" decision of magistrates who were bound by oath to 
« administer the law with strict impartiality ? Would 
" they believe that those ma^strates were in tlie habit 



" of violating the solemn obligations of their duty and 
** conscience to gratify licentious desire? 

" Would the reverend gentleman point out how Car 
** he thought this JiUhy statement was calculated to 
** bring about improvements in social morals. When 
" he read itiotefUhy passages he blushed to. think that 
" a clergyman of the established Church of England 
"could have lent himself to the propagation of so 
"malicious and unfounded a slanders That state- 
" ment wonld go forth to the mothers and daughters 
" of the middle class in England to make them think 
."that is the fiette of their daughters hera Not a 
" gentleman in any station but would tear the JUthy 
"production; but, above all, every civilian, soldier, 
" and merchant^ and he hoped every deigyman, would 
" agree that it should never reach the firesides of 
" Enghmd." 

The best comment on these last words is afforded 
by a lady famous for her virtues and charities, who, 
writing to a friend in India, declared herself unable 
to form a judgment on the impropriety of the objection- 
able passages, as her husband had received an ex- 
purgated copy. It is needless to say that the filthy 
production had reached her fireside in aU its revolting 
integrity. 

The jury did not require to be stimulated firom the 
bench. Mr. Long was thrown into, jail and heavily 
fined; though I have reason to believe that certain 
good friends did not allow the expense to &11 upon his 
slender wages as a missionary. One juryman was said 
to have held out against the verdict for a short space. 
This same man, this very year, though a scholar and a 
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gentleman of high o£Bcial nuik and blameless chanctn, 
was hlackbaUed at the Beogal Club, vhilher men coa- 
itect«d with indigo do most Tesoil 

CloM upon the heels of the indigo low came the rent 
dispata Some planters, who at the same time wen 
landholders, raised Hie rents of their tenantiy, on tlit 
principle of doing what they liked with ^eir own ; whila 
the civilians, aa a class, maintained that the lyots W 
an nndefined but nndoubted right in the land, which 
bad been confirmed by Act Ten of '59. This complica- 
tion was not calculated to throw oil on the troubled 
poola 'When the matter was laid before tbo Lord Chief 
Justice of Bengal, he decided broadly and roundly 
■gainst the lyot ) a decision which, if carried into effect, 
would reduce millions upon millions of peasant pro- ] 
prietors to the condition of Irish cottier tenants, groand 
to the earth by a rack-rent, and a sense of hnmiliatiiig 
dependence without aim or hope. The civilian magis- 
trates and judges, however, so arrange matters that the 
planters bare got veiy scant satisfaction from this de- 
cision of the Chief Justice. 

Then oame the renewed demand for a criminal con- 
tract law, a subject with regard to which a planter is u 
touchy OS a Baokingbamshire farmer in the matter of 
Free Trade and Protection. The modification of the 
lesolntions concerning the sale of waste lands did not 
tend to heal the breach ; and the ringleadeis of the 
European settlers now regard the civilians aa theii 
iwom foea, and have firmly persuaded themselves that, 
IB their public acta, our officers are iuSneoced by u 
iuTBterate hatred of all Euglisb capitalists and Z^nio- 
dan. Bead the following extracts from the writings of 



one of the shining lights of what be bimself calls the ' 
■ interloping " party : — 

" I feel compelled to protest against the supineness on 
■the port of interlopers, which has been permitting the 
"Government, now, as formerly, under the role of the 
■Traditional Policy Party, to undo all that has been 
' done, and to return by d^reea to the state of things 
" which prevailed before the mutinies. Not two yean 
"ago, interlopers bad conquered and dismissed a lieu- 
" tenant-^vemor, hod overcome tiie prejudices which 
"tie governor-general bad been imbibing for five yeais 
'from his civilian advisers, and had seen their old 
"enemy, Mr. Cecil Beodon, Introducing that horror of 
"civilians, a Contract Act, into the Legislative Council 
'I shall not call to your recollection at present the 
'minor circumstances of their triumph, such oa the 
"discomfiture of Ur. Seton-Karr and others. Not two 
"years ago interlopers were in the senithof their povrar; 
' but, having arrived to that pioud eminence, they seem 
""to have Iain down and slept there, till their old 
'enemies, recovering, ventured to give them a shovi^ 
"and sent them down the hill muoh faster than they 
"climbed if 

Then follows a jeremiad on the falling-oET of Mr. 
Beodon, who appears to have ' relapsed into the pure 
' civilian which be had always been, guided by the prin- 
"ciples and maxims of civilianism, which had become 
"his second nature." HappOy, whatever may be the 
second nature of that worthy snccessot of Sir John Peter 
Grant, his first nature is as noble and genial as any being . 
on earth is blessed with. Alter this comes a desoription 
of ° the civilian policy, which never dies, but is handed 
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"down from odo geaeration to another, more than a 
"match for the tactics of a society whose memberB are 
" evei changing, and whose leaders are even now scot- 
"tend, though bat such a sHort time has elapsed since 
' the date of Iheii greatest victories ; and I am sorry to 
"say that we have but tittle chance of seeing them le- 
"iinittsd, or of xeeing another band of men lighting like 
"Uiem, until civilian misrule again destroys a great 
" industry, or inflicts some unbearable oppression u poo 
"a nee which is but too long-sufiering." And so on, 
•nd BO on, tagw ad nauMam. There is plenty more of 
tills to be had at the same shop. It b wearisome work, 
morning aCler morning wading through huge massci 
of balderdash, in which her Majesty's servants are 
held up to execration because they prevent one clau 
of her subjects &oui oppressing and enslaving anothei 
eUas. 

The theory that the native is his e<)ual in the eyet 
of the law is of itself Bufficiently aggravating to the 
Etuopean settler ; but^ when the'occasion comes for that 
theory to be put iu practice, when justice demands that 
one of onr countrymen should be brought to account for 
outrage or oppression, then class hatred breaks forth into 
a paroxysm of illogical fury; then is the great Anglo- 
Saxon spirit neither to hold nor to bind ; then are the 
"English name," and the "development of the resource) 
" of India," unlimbered, and trundled out to overawe th« 
civilian magistrates and the judges of the High Couit 
It wta bad enough not to be permitted to Lang 
natives at discretion, but what if it came to hanging 
s member of the imperial race I lAst year, one Kudd, 
. who was in the service of a hfr. Jellicoe, was desired by 
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Ills master to procure a sheep for tlie use of the house- 
hold. He accordingly selected one firom the flock of 
I shepherd of the name of Fazil, who objected to his 
choice, saying, " Sir, do not take the sheep ; she is with 
" young, and I will give you another." To this piece of 
Indian perversi^ Budd replied by canying off the 
animal vi ct armis. The owner followed him to the 
bungalow, and appealed to Mr. Jellicoe, who» after hear- 
ing of the story, gave back the sheep, and reproved his 
servant for his want of consideration. The weak and 
au-English behaviour of his master gave great offence to 
Rudd, whose righteous and Anglo-Saxon soul was vexed 
to such a point that he could vent his* indignation by no 
milder measure than that of pelting Fazil with stones^ 
and kicking him in the loins — a proceeding which excited 
sympathy rather than surprise among the bystanders^ 
who w^re probably accustomed to Budd's method of 
conducting a purely commercial transaction. Apparently 
imagining that enough had not been done to avenge the 
Fnglish name upon this insolent nigger, our countiyman 
soon afterwards took a gun from the house and fired in 
the air, over Fazil's head ; and then, having brought out 
another gun, shot the poor fellow through the back as 
he ran away. The murderer returned to the bungalow 
" very pale : " a pallor which was much insisted on l^' 
liis admirers as a proof of the kindliness of his disposi- 
tion. His victim died soon after, and Budd was put 
upon his trial, and overwhelmed by a mass of evidence^ 
native and English, which could leave no doubt of his 
guilt on the minds of the most indulgent jury. Sir 
Charles Jackson (who, by the way, has never been for* 
given for the part which he played on this occasion), in 
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gpite of his evident compassion for the prisoner, Bnimned 
np lika a true English judge who does not fear whit 
man or the Calcutta press can do unto him. Rudd wu 
convicted of wilful murder — murder all the more hoirille 
from the wanton brutality which considered no punisb- 
ment too aerere for a native who dared to have a voiu 
in the diapoeal of his own property. 

Then the Bengai Hurkarv • spoke out : " Wa discern 
" signs that Calcutta will be stirred to ita utmost dcptha 

* in a day or two, all ckssea and conditions of nm 
" banding together for a common object, to achieve the 

* gain of a human life, an existence which is forfeit to 
" the pnblic strangler. M arveUous, indeed, is the povn 
" of the instinct of mercy. Kfightier and holier the with 
"to save than the yearning to destroy." And this vu 
the very journal which but three short yeaia before cried 
the loudest and longest for blood, and yet more blood' 
which howled at Lord Canning as a traitor because bt 
displayed no marked sadsfaction at the consciousoRt 
that more natives had been hung during his reign thu 
under all the farmer Viceioya together 1 which called 
down &ie fiom heaven upon every civilian who refotcd 
to degrade himself fmm a judge into a "public stianglu ~ 
Maivelloias, indeed, was the power of "the instinct of 

I VlunrtT thmngluiiiL thou pigu nfloctimii ouui on Uia Bmiii 
Hurkani, so klhuion li iDtended lo uytbing thU hu appeared ■>» 
lb* pcpn euue into (he lundi of Ur. Jime* Hsttoo, «ho hu edini 
il *itb eoiridiinble ibilitj, uid in ■ epirit of tnu phikutlinpf , turn 
a* daU of Uanh lit, IMS. An aitiptioB hu bmi nuds u 111 
can oTtbe Engliah CtanapondaiM, written, aa i;itDeralij nppoMJ, hi 
■ famar adllot now rftid*Dt at home. Thii Ur. Hacton, Kvaidiiif to 
th* eutnn «( the Inllaa pna% hai b«eD boond le poUiih, wilhHi 
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mercy ° in the months that foUowed the mutiny. That 
(jDality, as far as the Sepoys were concerned, waa cef- 
Uinly strained uncommonly fine. The relation between 
the might and holineas of the wish to save and the 
jeaming to destroy, in the year 1862, waa exactly 
wbat it bad been in the year 1857. This talk about 
"human life," and "marvellous instinqts," and "holy 
" wiahes," ill became those who had so lately been the 
foremost to hound on the alayer. It would have beeo 
more honest to have refrained from these generalisations, 
■nd boldly to have declared that the sentence of the law 
must not be carried out because, villain as he might be, 
Rudd belonged to the Anglo-Saxon race— becaoae the 
murdered man was no better than a damned nigger. 

When such waa the state of feeling in the European 
eommunity there was no difficulty in obtaining a vast 
number of eiguaturos to a petition niging the Govenior- 
GeuenJ to commute the sentence. Naturally enough 
the educated Hindoos, who had but just now been 
awostomed to see multitudes of innocent natives hung 
limply because they were natives, were scandalised at 
the notion that a guilty Englishman must be spared, 
limply because ho was an Englishman. One of these 
men expressed the sentiments of his daaa in a tem- 
perate and well written article, containing the following 
passage ; — " If the offender has deserved the extreme 
" penalty of the law, in the name of justice and humanity 
■let the forfeit be extorted. Let blood be shed for blood. 
" To attempt in such a casa to mitigate the pnnishment ■■ 
* it to attempt to pervert justice, to shake tha stapla 
" foundations upon which society refta."* These expm 
lions, in tlie eye* of the Zfuntarx, savoured of blas- 
t2 
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THE MOSAIC DISPENSATION. 

phemy and ferocity, and called fortli an invectiye, of 
which the following lines are a specimen : — " The editor 
" is a sable Christian— one who has grafted upon the 
* traditional mildness of the Hindoo character the 
** charitable tendencies of the OospeL Christian Cili 
" desires blood, and denounces the immorality whidi 

^, " would a£ford a criminal the chance of sobbing out hii 

V " life in ignominy and pain.* 

"What would this humane gentleman have said if Sr 
John Peter Grant, in virtue of his high authority, had 
packed off General Weill's prisoners to " sob out their 
" lives in ignominy and pain " on the shores of the 
Andamans? To my mind the writer had better have 
thought twice before he had accused his neighbours d 
impiety. Another statement in the same columns k 
only saved from being revolting by its extreme absur- 
dity : — ** The Mosaic dispensation is dispensed with ly 
" the Christian era. A mightier than Moses is Prince of 
" Justice." Does this mean that it was under the Liy 
that we hung ryots' in 1S57, and that in* obedience to 
the Gospel we are to spare murderers in 1862 ? Was 
the Mosaic dispensation in force during the mutiny, sod 
'was the Christian era coincident with the pacificatioB 
of India? After puzzling over the matter for some 
time, I at length came to the conclusion that the writer 
was of opinion that the Mosaic dispensation went oat 
with the old Company, and that the Indian Council and 
the Evangelists came in together. 

The Governor-General, to his infinite credit^ refiiaed 
to use his pxeroggative of pardon, and, as a natural cod- 
sequence, the people who had reviled Lord Canning for 
saving from th# gallows one out of a thousand ooo' 
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demned natives, now reviled Lord Elgin for sending to 
the gallows a sin^e Englishman. The Viceroy, how- 
ever, was proof against that outcry, to which even the 
stem spirit of his predecessor at luigth yielded— a con- 
cession that produced such lamentable results during 
the last months of his otherwise spotless administration. 
So, finding that he was not likely to be frightened into 
compliance or repentance by any amount of bluster — 
conscious, too, that it was impossible to deprive Sir 
Charles Wood of the honour of being the enemy par 
acdUnee of the English name^ and invest Lord Elgin 
with that title on so short a notice — the votaries of 
Radd changed their tack, and fell foul of the native 
community for having instituted the martyrdom of their 
saint 

" Give him" (the native) " an English life. His fore- 
'fathers offered up human sacrifices to ensure good 
" harvtets, and their descendants ask that the gallows 
' and the cord may aid in the same good work of pro- 
" meting Bengalee happiness.' 

" The convict Budd is to be hanged in spite of the 
"earnest prayers of more than 3,000 people. Well, 
* when the gods are to be propitiated, it is well to have 
" a victim at hand, and the offering will be all the more 
** acceptable if they are not angry at the moment of 
Budd will die because he is an Englisb- 



"man." 



" We hesitate not to say that nine-tenths of those 
" who vote for the public strangling of the unhappy 
" wretch have done so because if Budd is not hanged 
' the native population will be dissatisfied. They will 
' do iigustioe if the heavens threaten to &1L* 
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And here occurs an interesting speculation. Why 
is a native always ''polished off/' and an Englishmaii 
" publicly strangled ?" The operation is the same it 
both cases. 

Unfortiinately, within the last few months, circum- 
stances have taken place, which have called forth those 
bad passions that have slept since the execution of 
Budd. An English fiamily, who possess a large and 
thriving estate in the Delta of the Ganges, had loQg 
been desirous of purchasing a village which would han 
lounded off their property. The inhabitants, however, 
stoutly reftised to selL The servants of the disappointed 
landholders did their best to annoy and terriQr these 
poor people into acquiescence. On one occasion thej 
made an attack on the village, and got a sound thrash- 
ing for their pains. They were now irritated to such i 
degree, that they resolved to take a signal revenge on 
these obstinate peasants, and especially on the head 
man of the place, a Bengalee Naboth, cdled, as far as I 
can remember, Baneemoolle& Be it observed that the 
employers of this pack of rascals had no cognixanoe 
whatever of these iniquitous proceedings. They sre 
universally acknowledged to be kind-hearted loyil 
English gentlemen. One night a strong force assailed 
the village^ brutally ill-used the ryots, murdered Banee- 
moollee^ and carried off two women of his iamily. It 
was strongly suspected that a young Irishman of the 
nameof Dennis Hely had been the ringleader. Hedis- 
iqypeared immediately after the affidr, and the pdiee 
long searched for him in vain. 

Now here was an occurrence which, one would think, 
should have stirred the compassion and indignation of 



every honest man in Bttigal and Behar. Oppression, 
violence, abduction, murder, brutal satellites, innocent 
peasants slaughtered for refusing to sell the homesteads 
of their fathers — ^no element of horror and villany was 
wanting. On what conditions do we hold India? What 
is the strongest plea by which we may justify .our occu- 
pation of the country in the eyes of rival nations and 
impartial posterity ? Surely, that we have enthroned 
Older and the law, where rapine and the sword once 
reigned supreme ; that we have banished from the land, 
to the best of our power, the curse of brigandage and 
dacoity. But what gang of daooits ever committed a 
more flagrant outrage than this atrocity, which had been 
peipetraied under the supposed instigation of one of 
oar countrymen ? The sin of Ahab and Jexebel was 
atrifle to it^ for they, at any rat^ preserved the forms 
of justice, and forbore to take the law into their own 
handsf Would not the first sentiment of every true 
Englishman be profound pity, and an earnest desire 
that Hely might be broi^^t to account^ in order that 
if guilty he might expiate his crime, and if guiltless 
might establish his innocence, and wipe off a foul sus- 
picion from the English name f 

What^ then, was this view of the subject taken by the 
tnti-native portion of the Calcutta piess ? What was 
the theme upon which thqr especially delighted to 
dwell? Pity for the suffererst No, indeed. Solioi- 
tade for the honour of /)ur rule and nation t Far from 
it The fear lest Hely should be condemned \j the 
""»^^^nfitiftrf of the friends of the Hindoo^ and the 
deduction that the Bengalees were damneder niggers 
than ever, occupied their thoughts so entirely, that no 
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room was left for more noble or humane senUmeoU 
Helj was at last secured, and put to trial on a chai«fe 
such that no juiy in the world would have convicted 
him. Instead of indicting him as having beeh present 
at and engaged in a murderous riot, the prosecutoi 
undertook to prove that the fieital shot had been fired by 
the prisoner's own hand. The hopeless confusion of 
a night attack, and the confusion, far more hopeless, of 
native evidence, would have prevented such a chai^ 
from being substantiated had the accused been ten times 
guiltjr. The juiy declined to hear the defence, and at 
once returned a verdict in his fieivour. Then appeared i 
series of leading articles from which we have selected 
the following extract : — 

"The Conciliation Policy, Lord Canning's great 

* stumbling-block and infatuation, pensively declined 

** to cut the cords which bound the victim to the altar. 

" lest the native population should be baulked of the 

** wished-for immolation. Their instinctive antipathy 

" to the Feringhee might, it is presumed, be danger- 

" ously excited without that sacrifice. An annual 

** tragedy, with a European to do the death-scene, is 

" a capital contrivance for obviating rebellion. The 

** tranquillixing entertainment can hardly now be di«- 

* continued. Cerberus must have his sop, or the in- 

^ femal regions will become intolerable from his hungry 

*• howlings." 

Now I do not hesitate to brand the expression, '*an 
" annual tragedy," as a foul mis-statement IVom the 
columns of this* very journal I learn that the last 
Englishman who suffered the extreme penalty of the 
law in Caloitta, was a soldier^ who was executed sa 
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tax back as 1858 for the murder of a oomiade and a 
ooontiymaD. Since Bodd, no European has died on the 

gallows.^ 

Youn ever, 

H. Bbouobtok. 

1 It ii ntiifiMstoiy to obMr?* that tht iMdiag Gdevtto JowiiAli» 
vhich ]Md hitharto ipoken oT tU ••Oompttitioa WaUiik** in tnmt of 
atnragint tad wmMrited tokgy, imnMdUtdy on tU pnbUottkn of 
tkis letter, diaeorered that ha wm an ignomit, ooocaitad ooioaBb^ 
"freah from ooUcg^" whoaa afhiioiia omM oaly ba raoiiTad with 
lOent contempt, anpfamad in \miiinf^%ititiim an all long. It ia not 
ruj to aee what frcahnom from eoUaga haa to do with tha matter. 
Tbe paarngM qnotad in the above letter wonld be eqnaUj djeetion- 
tble if tha axtiaeta had be« madi \^ n litHtiy vitaian aa old aa 
Ktlhiaahih* 
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oHBiariAinTr is ihdia. 

USAB SnaiHB, — On my retuni from a visit to Chan- 
denugore, I fonod two letters full of your reflection 
on the quefitionB of the advisability of our keeping 
Indi& One had come through Bombay, and the otha 
by Point de Galle, and I am aoxioualy expectiog another 
round the Cape. The problems which you select for 
diwmssion are certainly rather antiquated. Some thnt 
months ago you gave me your opinion about the annex- 
stios of Oude, in a treatise that displayed profounil 
political wisdom, wbicli more than compensated for ■ 
•light want of familiarity with the details of your sub- 
JMt At first I was surprised and gratified to find that 
you had turned your attention to on event bo recent, 
but it gradually began to dawn upon mu that the annox- 
•lion of Oude, which you had undertaken to justify in 
tba sight of God and man, was not that accomplisheil 
t^ Lord Dalbousie, in 185G, but the arrangement which 
was effected by Lord Wellesley, as far back as 1801. 
\Fhile reading your lett«rs I seem to resemble the 
tnveller, who, during a tour is Sontbetn Busaia, in the 
year 1819, came to a Coeaack Tillage, somewhere be- 
tween th« Don and the Volga. He found the popu- 
lation in a stat« of wild excitement and eihilaratioa 
Bonfina wen blazing, and oxen loasting whole. Ti» 
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gatt«iB ran with raki and train-oil. Feasants who hod 
never tasted anything daintier than a mshlight now 
hnd their fill of long sixes. It was evidently some 
great occasion. Perhaps the birthday of an aichduke. 
Perhaps a victory over the Circassian. Possibly the 
letnm of an influential member of the tribe from a 
temporal; sojourn in Siberia. The tourist inquired 
what had given rise to these demonstrationa " Haven't 
" you heard ? " was the answer, ° Napoleon has abdi- 
" cated ! The allies hare entered Paris I Our brethren 
" are living at free-quarters in a land flowing with laid 
* and tallow. Hourah ] Alexander for ever I ' 

Now, you are at least as much behind the world as 
these honest Cossacks. Soma four or five yeare ago, 
when the financial state of our Eastern Empire seemed 
dospoTAte to the most sanguine of political economists, 
there was some little talk about the inconvenience and 
danger of retaining our bold upon India. Ken might 
reasonably question the advantage of a poeaosaion which 
cost more than it brought in. Ko one will thank you 
for )esvin!{ him an estate encumbered with mortgages, 
lod entailing on him a yearly lawsuit; and the con- 
dition of such an estate was mnoh that of our dominions 
in Asia, loaded with a debt of a hundred roillions. 
surrounded by such litigious neighbours as Buimeee 
ind Afghans, thronged with tenants as turbulent and 
impracticable as Sikhs and Santhala, India might be 
the brigbteat jewel of the English cnwn, but she 
certainly was one of which the cutting and setting 
came uncommonly expensive. There was vei; little 
encouragement and satisfaction in the prospect of a 
tndget which showed a pretty steady annual deficit of 
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fiTe xnillions ; or, worse than ihat^ in the prospect of 

An tnnnal deficit of live millions without any budget 

•ft alL UntU the appointment of poor Mr. Wilson, Ute 

I k puUio resources of India were administered on the 

^<^^ N moat happy-go-lucky 83rstem that perhaps ever existed 

\jk\ ^r^in any dvilized country. That grand old Company 



y 9^* displayed veiy little mercantile aocuiacy in the manage- 
r V<^ ment of the finances. It would almost seem as if the 
^hf^ Anglo-Indian goremment was ashamed of its com- 
mercial origin, and sought to rival the migestic pro- 
fiision of ancient and time-honoured dynasties. Then, 
the work of conquest and annexation went on so briskly, 
there were so many independent princes to be turned 
I ] into allies, and so many allies to be degraded into sab- 
' jecti^ that our rulers had neither time nor inclination 
for the manufacture of financial statementa They 
found it' easier to pay their contractors and their 
mercenaries with the first money that came to hand, 
and borrow whenever the treasury was not in cash— a 
eontingenqr of by no means rare occurrence. Even if 
the powers that then were had been overtaken by a fit 
. of economy, even if they had felt the paramount neces- 
sity of effecting a comprehensive and minute survey of 
the resources and expenses of the State, it is doubtful 
whether they would have found in the ranks of the 
* Civil Service men endowed with the experience and 
knowledge which such a task would demand. As long 
^ at there were vast conquests to be organized and 

govemed, mighty potentates to be cigoled into fidend- 
\ ah^ or bullied into vassalage, justice to be adminis- 
tered, codes to be digested, no one cared to descend 
from the T<IIU of a governor, an envoy, a judges a law- 
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giver, mid assume the less splendid, but certainly not 
less useful, character of an accountant or an auditor. 
Who would condescend to the office of qusstor, when 
he might be a pr»tor or a pro-consult Napoleon the 
Great acted on a very different prindide. He knew 
well that a power which owes its origin to a period of 
general confusion, and its grandeur to successful and 
successive wars, can least of all afford to n^ect the 
finances. Nothing short of the meet rigoroua economy, 
the most anxioua^and constant scrutiny into details, 
could have kept afloat through so many eventful years 
a Government at once revolutionary and aggressive, 
vhose chief was hated by all the monarehs of Europe 
as a usurper and a pwnmn^ and by all the nations of 
Europe as a grasping and imsorupulous Jupiter Scapin. 
While with his terrible right hand he was dealing 
home-thrusts at the heart of Austria and Brandenbur]g^ 
his left hand waa for ever in his breeches-pocket jingling 
the franca and centimes. Unfortunately there was no 
Buonaparte in India. Things went as providence chose 
to order them — ^providences that is to say, represented 
by Armenian stoclgobbers and Hindoo oonftractoriL 
The budget made itself as best it could. Acting 
Oovemors-general wrote home by one mail in a fluny 
to announce a deficit of forty lacs of rupees^ and by the 
next moil informed' the honourable Court that a slight 
error had been detected in the accounts, and that in- 
stead of a defidt there turned out to be a surplus. 
Unfortunately in .fiir the greater number of instanres 
the ca^e was reversed, and instead of a surplus there . 
resulted a very tangible and palpable deficit By the 
year 1859, the prospects of India were so bopelesss as 
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fiur as the financial eye coold reach, that even those 
who could view cor occupation of this coontiy from 
other points than that of pounds, shillings, and pence, 
h^gan seriously to doubt whether we were not paying too 
dearly for the privilege of governing and civilizing the 
East 

Now eveiything is changed. Mr. Wilson brought is 
the first Indian budget; and, before two years were 
out^ the astonished world beheld the last Indian deficit 
Three years ago a Ckrvemor of Madras prophesied that 
the vast resources of the countiy, fostered by judicious 
economy and administered by trained financiers, regu- 
lated and adjusted by means of an exact and sweeping 
annual estimate, would more than suffice to meet all 
demands. And yet we may well believe that even he 
would have been astounded could he have foreseen the 
state of things which it has fiedlen to his lot to announceL 
flu 1859-60 the Revenue was £39,705,822, and the 

£50,475,683. In 1862-63 the Bevenue 
£45,105,700, and the Expenditure £43,825,101 
The questions which occupy our Eastern Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are no longer how this deficit is to be 
! metk how that loan is to be n^tiated ; but whether an 
; increased grant may be allotted to education, whether 
,' an oppressive monopoly may be abolished with ad- 
; vantage^ whether the suiplus should be absorbed in 
I repealing taxation, paying off debt^ or advancing repro- 
^ ductive public works. 

It appears, then, that we can afford to hold India: 
bat how do we establish our right of tenure t There is 
no need to justify our occupi^on in the eyes of the 
wodd in general The commercial interests of aD 
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nations imperatively demand that the government of 
Hindoetan should be in the hands of a great and 
enlightened power. As long as Bombay and Calcutta 
are fVee ports; as long as the navigation of the Ganges 
and the Indus is as iafe as the navigation of the Elbe 
and the Bhone ; as long as the tea-plantations.in Assam 
are as secure as the suga^plantations. in Jamaica^ and 
the cotton-fields of Central India a great deal more 
secure than the cotton-fields of South Carolina ; so bng 
the merchants of Marseilles, of Hamburg, of Baltimore^ 
of Manilla will thank us for taking upon ourselves the 
tremble of keeping the Ohorkas out of Bahar, and the 
Burmese out of Silhet Monsieur Thiers may grumble^ 
and Monsieur Lesseps may rant^ but almost every 
Frenchman of sense would be very sorry to see our 
commissioners and collectors succeeded \tf prefects and 
receivers-generaL During the crisis of the mutix^ we 
enjoydd the hearty sympathy of the civilized world; and 
we may say with pride, and without ingratitude^ that 
that sympathy was not entirely disinterested. The 
Americans of the North, who see a parallel between 
their present position and that of England in 1857, 
Utterly complain that we have requited their good-will 
with our cold n^eet As &r as India is concerned, 
ve do our duty by the commonwealth of nation& It 
i^xuuns to inquire whether we do oar duty by the 
inhabitants of India. 

We are^ as a nation, agreed that the greatest benefit ^ 
we can confer upcm our subjects is Christianity. Our 
liearf a desire and prayer for India ia^ that she may be . 
saved. Is that desire soon to be acoomplishedt Is 
that prayer in the course of fulfilment ? Let us ask our 
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misnoiiuies who, with trae Protestant honour and 
fidelity, publish to the light the results of their laboun, 
be they great, or be they insignificant The Report of 
the Church Missionaiy Society for 1862-63 contains the 
following summaiy : — 

^ lUdng the statistics of the three presidencies of 
" India, we find that, besides hundreds of thousands of 
" listeners to the Gospel message, there were ten yean 
^ ago 94^145 registered Christians, and that there an 

• now 138,643.- 

That is to say, there is something less than one 
Cfaiistian to every thousand heathen, and this after 
European missionaries have been sixfy years in the 

country. 

Aa I know, by personal observation, nothing at all of 
the presidency of Bombay, and little of Madras, I will 
confine my remarks on tiie progress of Christianity to 
the North of India. The Report of the Church Mil- 
aionaiy Society places the number of native Chnstiau 
in the North India Mission at 8,523 ; that is to say, at 
barely one Christian to every ten thousand heathen* 

TiVn brave and worthy EngUshmen, the labourers is 
this ungrateful vineyard are not afraid of acknowledging 
their failure. Let us take the three MofussQ minioai 
of Bengal The Bev. S. Hasell, of Burdwan, owns is 
hit report that^ " but veiy few converts have been bap- 
''tised from the Zillah itseK* 

The Bev. R P. Greaves, in his annual review of tk 
mission at Kishnagur, writes c — 

^ One of the most unsatisfactory characteristics d 

* the congregations in this district at present is theb 
^ non-expansion. They are showing but little lights and 
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"producing but little good around. For a series of 

* years they have been stationary, not to say stagnant* 
The Bev, R L Puzley, of the Bhaugulpore and 

Santhal mission, fumishes a statement containing the 
following passage : — 
"As to future prospects^ humanly speaking, I ftel 

• much less hope now for the rapid conversion of the 
" Santhals than I did at the beginning of last yean I 
' was then new to the work, and judged more l^* reason 
" than experience. The religion of the ftin*hals is a 
"religion which they cherish as derived from their 
"fiathers, and to which they cling with &r greater 
"tenacity than I had expected. I cannot help ex- 
" pressing my hope that I am totally in the wrong con- 
"ceming our future prospects, and that events may 
" prove that my original opinion was the most exact. 
" We derive courage from the thought of the unseen 
' things--Ood's power, and the promises which are 
-behind." 

Gallant words these, and good words: but what a 
hopeless state of things do they imply I The cause of 
Faith must^ indeed, be in a bad way when such men 
despair. To fight an uphill fight; to finish his course 
without joy ; to sow irhere he cannot reap ; to strew 
where he may not gather; to work honestly and stoutly 
to the end, and to work in vain ; such is the fiite of the 
English nussionary in the Northern Provinces of India. 
It ii idle to close our eyes against the fact^ that with 
all the advantages of dvilintion and domination, we 
bave hitherto succeeded in converting to our own creed 
ooly one in ten thousand of the siibject-peoide. Why 
it the most pure and consistent of religions powerleu 
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agunai the most foul and fanciful of sapentitioiis? 
Whj is Troth worsted in the battle, though science 
and anthori^, the power of the intellect, and the power 
of the soeptie, aie lang^ at her side in dose alliance? 
Whj; nnder the yeiy shadow of the Christian chmchei 
and cdU^ge% do men ay aloud to Seeva, and cut them- 
aehres after their manner with kniyes and lancets^ till 
the blood gushes out upon themt Whj does Chiiat 
count His followers by unites while Vishnu numbers hii 
wonhippefs bj myriads T The failure is due partly 
to defeets inheient in our system of evangelisation; 
partly to overwhelming obstacles without, against whick 
the most perfect oiganixation would unsucoessfuU^ 
\ contend. 

The very excellence and perfection of our leligioB 
constitutes our first and most serious difficulty. Tk 
creed which our missionaries preach would be far mon 
readily adopted if it were not so much too good for the 
men to whom they preach it. The days of wholestk 
co nversi on are long gone by. It is natural to regret 
the gdden age when trib^ of Huns and Yandili 
embraced, with easy unanimity, the faith of the empire 
which they had invaded — ^when strings of captive Danee 
were led from the field of battle to the nearest stream 
befoie the blood had dried upon the weapons of the 
Tiotom But we must not forget that our Ohristianitjr 
differs from the Christianity of the dadc ages at leait 
as much as the belief of Socrates differed from the 
belief of Homer: Ours is an elevated and philosophk 
idigion, adapted to the wants of an enlightened and 
picgressive society ; and a philosophio religion canDOl 
be a ptcselyti&ng religion. The Church in old tint 
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offered very different attractions to converts of rank 
and power, and demanded from them a fiur easier t«st 
than do the IVotestant missionary societies of our own 
day. The boun^ was so high, and the discipline in her 
links so lax, that she found no difficulty in procuring 
recruits. St Cuthberf s bishop knew well what he was 
•bout when he undertook to enlist the old northern 



** Bn»d kadi 1m icm to him OB I^M tad Wttr. 
To U ImU of tht Omrah bf Mdk ttd f|Mtr 1 
FitftQrMoakwMmoiith, ofl^adoUptrt: 

To hotter hit will, ttd mAoi hii hMrt 
Const Witfldnd wtt t J<^ mn, 

Lttt for hit fidth thta tho hadt whieh ht wta. 

Tho High Oiiiieh of Darfatm it dratttd for tho dsr 
And tho doigjr tro nakod ia thdr toloma tmw. 

ThortotaMthoCoaatiatbtonkiBworai, 
Lotaing oa Hilda hit ooaeaUao't mb. 
Ho kaoelod bofort 6t Cathborf t thriao 
.With potioaoo aawoatcd at ritot diriao ; 
Bat «Mh wtt tho gritl7 old piatdTto't look; 
That tho priott who baptitod hia ipow polo tad 



Kmr did the churchman demand any very marked 
«atward manifestation of the good work that was goiiig 
on within the breast of his convert Sir Walter tells ; 
ssbow — 

•* — - ^« «ho good Wthop wtt fowtd to oadaio 
Tho totadtl whioh tiBo tad iattmetioa might OBm 
Itwma dtagtm^ ho doomod. at tho Snt to nttnia 
flam hit wiat tad hit watitil a htlf«hikt«od Doatk 
no mttd flowod trooad, tad tho tk wtt dndatd diT. 
^wttthoUa|^tor,thotoag;tadthooi7, ^ 

With Xjfit Xkftoa otmt obmoioQtlj im 

no waraoag of Dtattmta, Vorw^jaa, aad Ha." 

He must have been a very thick-headed ddTikiqg 
who could not appreciate the advantages of a oonver 
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tdoa m which the only drawback consisted in a shon 
rite followed hy a long drinking-bout, and the practical 
rasnlt wu a fat fief in Durbam or Nortbumberlaiid, 
If he had been required to give np habits of brutalit; 
and self-indulgence ; to stint himself in mead and ale, 
and make Hilda an honest woman ; to become charitabK 
deront, and unselfish ; to have a decided opinion on the 
doctrine of the Beal Presence, and on undecided opinion 
on the question of Eternal Punishment; to profess, and 
at the same time to profess with reservation, his belief 
that, if his ancient brethren in arms held that the Hoi; 
Ghost was not proceeding, but either made, created, w 
begotten, without doubt they would perish everlastinglj 
— if such were the conditions exacted of him by hia 
new teachers, ho would probably be not quite so readj 
to renounce the pleasing prospect of tippling througb 
all eternity in the congenial society of Odin. 

Aa a general rule, the religion of a people is cen- 
nonial in inverse proportion to their advance in knov- 
Ifidge and civilization. Among rude and d^radeil 
nations the outward and visible sign is regarded bi 
more than the inward and spiritual grace. The pre- 
ponderance of the spiritual element in the national leli- 
gion of Scotland is, in no small measure, due to dm 
canniness of her inhabitants. Weak huioan natun 
craves for a rite, until by thought and effort it hu 
attained to the power of seeing God through, and not 
in. His creatures. Our Lord was not unmindful of 
this craving when He bade His disciples, in remeiO' 
brance of Him, do as He had done on the last ui 
night in that large upper mom within the city. Tb* 
TSiy limplid^ which, to the educated mind, oonstituta 
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ihe chief grace and virtae of Fiotestaatlsm, miden it 
distasteful to tlte OrisotaL How can we expect that 
men glutted with the coarse and grotesque pomp of the 
Brahminical wonhip csd be attracted by the tmadonLed 
ntual of our Chuidit How can we ezpeot that men 
who have been encouraged by their priests toiun riot in 
debauchery and dime can submit to bring tbeir bodies 
into subjection, and tlieir minds into tone devotion 1 
^Vbat is there in common between the faith of Heber 
and Swartz and a creed which enjoins suicide and eelf- 
mutilation, prostitution and murder ; whose monks are 
lidieeTS ; whose knigbts-errant are llings ; and whose 
temples are little better than consecrated brothels I 

Ibere can be little doubt that, if we would oonsent 
lo return to the system of the Church in past ages, we 
might Christianize the Hindoos as bat as onr clergymen 
could- get thnugb the Ministration of Baptism to such 
u sre of riper yeara If we were to entice the great 
chiefs by liberal grants of waste lands, and intimidate 
ibem with threats of fine and confiscation ; if we were 
to attach no conditions to admisnon into the fi)ld mt* 
tlie mere naked rite of baptism ; if we were to pennit 
the neophytes to indulge to tlielr hearth content In 
lost, and perjury, and ban^ and litigation ; if we wen 
to wink at their marrying a plnnli^ of wrras during 
life, and burning their favourites after death, — I do not 
hesitate to assert that we might convert Hahar^*as by 
the dozen, and Zemindars by the hundred : and tlie 
populace would soon follow tbe example of their natoral 
leaders. But, thank God, we have not so leaned Christ 
We do not profess to do evil that good may come ; least 
of all, BO curtain an evil for a good so illusory. Bstter 
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one true convert to ten thousand heathen, than a whole 
eontinent of mongiela^ Brahmins in heart and in deed, 
and Christians only in name. 

Our missionaries would succeed better if they were in 

certain respects infraior men. According to one theoiy 

Yeij generally received, the nature of the land in India 

does not repay deep-soil ploughing ; and the character 

of the people seems to resemble that of the soil which 

they tiU. In the moral world, as well as the agricol- 

tural, work may be done too scientifically. It is to be 

feared that we are using tools of too fine an edge. The 

men to impress and influence Oriental populations are 

^ti f not scholars and gentlemen, but devotees. The mass of 

\\^ ! the people of Hindoetan are of much the same grade 

v^^ J intellectually and morally as the mass of the Western 

V ^ji populations in the darkest centuries of the Christian en 



centuries have produced such an abundant crop 
of saiiits and martyrs. The peasant of Bengal could 
appreciate the self-humiliation of St. Paul of Thebes, 
the self-torment of St Simeon of the Pillar ; but logic 
and learning, argument and illustration, are yet^ and 
wiU long be, to him but the dead letter. If an English 
deigyman chose to litand for twenty years at a stretch 
on the top of the Ochterlony monument^ or take up hii 
abode under a cocoa-nut tree in the Sunderbunds» he 
would have thousands of worshippers and millions of 
admirers ; but the Bishop of Oxford or Dn Guthrie 
might preach through all the cities in the north of India 
without making two dozen proselytea In what termi 
can you appeal to the conscience or the good sense of 
men who canonise a bloated sensual scoundrel for no 
other reason than because he has never been known to 
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wash himself or to wear a rag of clothing T What can 
you do with people who see virtue and merit in the 
performances of a fakeer ? The highest phase of earthly 
existence, according to the Menu books, is the oontem* 
plation for seven years of the divine essence as repre- 
sented by the tip of your own nose. If our priests 
would conduct the service with theur right foot held 
o?er their left shoulder, if our bishops would make their 
risitations by rolling along the Grand I^runk Boad from 
one station to another, we Aould soon have converts 
enough and to spare; the high festivals of our religion 
would be among the most popular Poojahs of the year ; 
onr churches would reek with frankincense^ and jitter 
with the offerings of wealthy baboos; and the doors 
would be too small to admit tiie same painted, drunken, 
perspiring, yelling mob which crowds the temples of 
Jnggqmauth and Tripe^. 

However, it is possible for those who recognise this 
defect in the native character to make a worthy use of 
their knowledge. From time to time there have been 
men who have not hesitated to sacrifice comfort^ society, 
so-called respectability, to the chance of doing some great 
thing for the cause of Christ Sleeping in native huts^ 
living on native food, going afoot bom village to village 
through the sun of June and the exhalations of Sq^ 
tember, talking of Jesus to the ryots in the field, to the 
women at the well, under the gipsy tent in the lonety 
jungle, beneath the eaves of the ooffee-shop, in the 
crowded basaar, they have shown to the heathen, and 
shown not in vain, that a Christian apostle may equal 
t Hindoo eremite in endurance and devotion. Such a . 
num need not fear the rival influence of the most puno- 
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tiUona Bnlkmin or the most disgiuting fakeer. Whea 
once the people of the oountr}' have leanit to revere 
him sa one who courts privatioD and suffering, hU 
liomility and disinterested zeal give him an unspeakable 
advantage over the oatentatious, self-seeking professon 
of the baser religioa 

1 speak not my own opinion, but that of men who 
LiTB gained by long experience the most intimate 
■cqaaiatance with the native population, when I say 
that OUT missiODaiies will never obtain a thorough hold 
on the Hindoo mind until they renouuce that way of 
life which is considered essential to the health of the 
, Buopean in this climate. The barbarous people aroaad 
' , va refine to submit their belief to instractora who live 
la spacious houses hung with punliahs to cool the air, and 
tnusliti setting to keep off the mosquitoes ; who eat 
fish, and flesh, a^d fowl, and drink beer and wine; who 
bathe and change their linen twice in eveiy twen^-fosr 
honn. "Wt are well aware of the devotion of these our 
conntiymen. "We know that their poor little luxuiia 
only render this country something less miserable and 
unwholesome to men brought up in the Sixth Form 
Sooms of Rugby and Marlborough, and the quadiangln 
of Merton and BalioL But the people for whoso sakg 
they have come into wiUing exile undetatand none of 
these things. The man they go out to the wilderness to 
aea must not be clothed in soft raiment. He must cany 
no silver in his purse, nor bread, nor change of cost ; 
bat into whatsoever village he enters, he should abids 
in the house of the most worthy, eating and drinking 
anch things as are set before him — boiled rice^ and peas, 
ftod ooane river fish, and water finm tha tank; ssd 
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then he need not fear lest he should find occasion to 
thake the dust off his feet for testimony against that 
villsge. Our Saviour did not preach abstinence and 
■elf-mortification. He placed no merit in fasting or 
penance. But He knew that, when simple sovds are to 
be won, it does not do to count the coat too olosety. It 
was but seldom in those three years that the Son of 
Uan had where to lay His head. 

Certain societies of German Lutherans have obtained 
a remarkable inQuence over the people of the country. 
These men bear up the battle under the pressure of the 
most abject poverty, and a very good fight they make 
of it At Chupia, the children of these good folk live 
on rice and curried lentils like the young Hindoos 
amonf; whom they are brought up. The parents are 
most thankful if the collector sends them a parcel of 
hatf-wom white trousers, or if the judge's wife looks up 
some frocks belonging to her little girl who sailed for 
^gland at the end of the last cold weather. Very 
touching are the stories which peep through the records 
of these small communities — how brother Friedrich 
was carried off by the epidemic of March ; and brother 
Bernard, whom we had hoped to be able to afford to 
send to the hills during the rains, sank under a third 
attack of dysentery in the last week of August But 
the lives of these men, and their deaths, are not with- 
out their due effect Talking tiie vernacular languages 
with admirable fluency and precision; empathising 
with the sorrows and joys of the children of the soU ; 
fearing nothing ; doubting nothing ; they go eveiywbere^ 
sod are everywhere welcoma A &iend of mine was 
present at the baptism of a Brahmin of high rank, who 
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bid been convinced by the exertions and example of 
the Qennan missionaries. The proselyte publicly re- 
nounced his religion in the presence of a laige assembly 
of his friends and retainers amidst general and profound 
emotion. When, at a certain stage in the ceremony, 
he snapped with his own hands the Brahminical cord 
which hung about his neck, the sacred badge of his 
£uth and grade, a long and deep moan of horror and 
wrath ran through the multitude. That very night the 
oonverf s house was burnt to the ground. 

The searching and incessant oppression to which t 
Bative Christian is sulijected by his countrymen at 
, present forms an insurmountable impediment to the 
I eifoits of our missionaries. Among the hardy nations 
of the North of Europe, persecution which stops shoii 
of extermination would seem to be the most farourable 
condition under which a young religion can develop 
itsel£ But the mild and flexible nature of the EEindoo 
shrinks from an ordeal which would only add rest to the 
religious emotions of a Scotchman, llie Free Church 
nowhere counts among its votaries so large a proportion 
of the population, as in the districts where, at the 
period of the secession^ the seculai authorify was in 
the hands of violent opponents of the movement In 
' a village, where the attendance at the worship of the 
Establishment is .exceptionally thin, the chances are 
that you will be told, on inquiry, that the father of the 
present laird, honest man, had always steadily refused 
to grant a site for a Free Kirk. But it may be ques- 
tioned whether even an ardent Free Kirker would not 
think the most unpremeditated discourse, from the 
mouth of a preacher of his own dioosing, dearly pur- 
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chased at the cost of the tuffering nndeigoiie bjr a 
oonTerted Hindoa The poor fellow is expoeed to a 
subtle and constant social tyranny, which might well 
break a heart of sterner staff thsji hisi The weirds^ 
"loss of caste/ conrey to an English gentleman's mind 
DO more tenible idea than that of manying .his laan« 
dress ; while ta an English lady they, imply the con- 
aequences attached to am elopement with her music- 
master. But they have a far more ominous sound in 
the ears of a Hindoo Christian. In the dark hour of 
obloquy and outrage he does not possess the sweetest 
tnd most effectiye of consolations»-^e sympat^ of 
those who are the nearest to him, and who should be 
the dearest The Corenanter who gave testimony to the 
death before his own hearthstone looked boldly down 
tbe barrels of the Southron carbines^ because he waa 
secure, of the respect^ the lore, the compassion of his 
neighbours; becausa his widow would cherish the 
memory of her goodman with proud sorrow ; because 
his children would never tire of telling how their sire 
played the man in the time of the great trouUea. But 
the Hindoo martyr has ne more bitter foes than they of 
his own household. Hii parents diMwn hinu His/. 
wife is taught to loathe hisL His vexy children rise uuf 
and call him cursed. It would be vain for him to as| 
his new masten to suffer him to go and bury his father, 
for the unconscious form of the sire would almost 
shrink on the funeral pile from the defiling touch of the 
outcast son. He has not with whom to eat or drink; 
with whom to sit down or stand up ; with whom to go 
on a journey or rest at an inn. If he offers to smoke 
or chat with the loungen in the baaar, the meanect 
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^tibout being haded as an eater of pig, and a weaier 
of hate, by men with whom he Kred, but a month aim 
^ mtimate conversa It is hard to be pelted throS 
the stoet of the Tilkge in which he was bom aS 
Mrtwed with showeis of dried mud and broken pot. 
t«7. and unsavouiy and most ungrounded assertioiii 
©oiwwiiing his female connexions of many generatioiii 
wok. Such a trial would be serero enough for the 
•inort st^ Teuton; but to the natire. whose 

childish mmd, singularly tenacious of associations, dotee 
iipon -dustoor- or custom, this sudden breach of tU 

the ties of family and social life is especially painful 
' A native convert of rank and wealth may perbape 
hAve no cause to droad peisonal violence, but his pod- 
tion IS none the less most tiying and meUncholy. Itie 
not too much to say, that the condition of an English 
bwnster or cleigyman who had turned Brahmin would 
be enviable compared with that of a Brahmin who had 
tamed Christian. If it was to be announced in all the 
daay papers that a Peer of the Realm or a Bishop of 
the Churoh intended to submit on a certain day to the 
nte of dpcumcision, and publicly to testify his adhe- 
wnce to the Mahommedan faith, we should only have a 
ttint idea of the horror, the scandal, the indignatioii 
wcasioned by the baptism of a rich and high-bom 
ttndoo. In fac^ it may be questioned whether a swell 
who had adopted the Biahminical croed would not find 
IS position in sociefy improved by his oonvenion; 
hether his betel-box and turban would not be con- 
dered essential ingredients in every evenimr nartv of 
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note ; whether the beauties of the season would not 
tieat him to the nautch of his adopted oountiy as he 
puffed his bubbling hookah among the cushions of many 
a back drawing-room in May-fiux. The native sode^ 
of India, however, has not yet arrived at such a pitch 
of civilization as to oonsider singularity synonymous 
with fashion, and the pruselyte must be prepsmd to 
surrender eveiything which he once held dear — the 
company of his equals, the respect of his inferioxs, 
social diistinction, home affection. Unless he is ready 
to own whosoever shall do the will of his Fattier which 
is in Heaven as brother, and sister, and mothOT, he must 
go through the dreary remainder of lifb uncheered by 
friendship and unsoothed by lova 

The penalty attached to conversion is so awftil, the 
k)ss of status and roputation so certain, that the ma- 
jority of converts bebng to that class which has little 
or no reputation or status to lose. The missionaxies 
acknowledge with grief the infierior character of many 
among their congregations. Small as the flock is, they 
scorn to reckon the black sheep among the valuable 
stock. Mr. Greaves^ of Kishnagur, says : " By with- 
"drawing unwise and indiscriminate temporal aids from 
"ou^ Christians, we shall be able much better to discern 
"the wheat from the chaff Among our people there 
"aro not a few on whom it is worse than useless to 
" spend our timcb labour, and money. They never have 
" been Christians, but in nameu The pity is that they 
"ever received the name." Henoe arises the unfixrtii- 
nate prqudioe against' native Christians, so gsnend in 
Anglo-Indian society. It is a positive disadvantage to 
a servant who is looking for an engagement to gnna 
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• hiiDflelf oat as a ChristiaiL I well remember hearing 
tome members of the Civil Seryice discussing the iden- 
tity of a Hindoo. One of the number, a most religioni 
and estimable man, made use of the following ex- 
pression : "The fellow I mean was an awful blackguarl 
"He tamed Christian;'' and the sentiment appeared 
•0 perfectly natural that it passed without oomment 
either from the speaker or his audience. 

There remains one stumbling-block in the path of 

those who would bear to the Hindoo'the good tidings 

of great J07 — a stumbling-block which we have placed 

thera wiUi our own hands, and which we do not seem 

in a hurrj to remove. How can the heathen appreciate 

the blessings of English Christianity while the practice 

ti Engjlish Christians is what it is ? Here is a peasant 

who^ under a Hindoo landlord, has lived on the produce 

dt a plot of ground which has been in his famOy for 

generations; who has paid a moderate rent^ fUed by 

custom mors revered than any law, and has. learnt 

under the mild and equitable rule of his countrymen to 

respect himself as an independent yeoman* The estate 

is purchased by an Englishman, who, bragging all the 

while of Anglo-Saxon energy and public spirit^ twists to 

the ruin of his tenant some one clause in a law which 

was compiled for his protection ; and before twelve 

months have passed the poor fellow is a homeless 

paiqper. With what £»» can an Anglo-Saxon missionary 

prsaoh to that man in the name of the Teacher who 

warned His fbUowere to lay not up for themselves 

treasures upon earth T Here, is a village, whose in- 

babitanti^ time out of mind, have grown indigo for a 

Hindoo capitalist with profit to themselves and satis* 
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the murderer was as respecwiw^ ^iwavs aiein 

to take oo«nt of ""J'l^J^,^^ . c«». i. i« 
wer U angry mthto www 

.ad huxnUity. ttd •^"•'^ V^Lian.1 hatM 
them-dMnnediiigge* J^^l .ad to faMl thrt 
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ohaige by abusing our subjects as if ihej were our most 
bitter foes ; to coin their sweat into rupees, and speak 
of them all the while in private and public as a pack of 
treacherous, worthless scamps ; to revile those who pro- 
tect them ; to hunt down and fling into jail any poor 
missionary who may strive to interest the people of the 
mother country in their behalf . — a worthy comment thU 
upon the words of Him who bade us love our enemies, 
bless them that curse us, and do good to them who 
requite that good with hate I 

Even in those cases in which the errors of Hinduism 
have been extirpated by a liberal education there seems 
to be little or no disposition to admit the truths of 
Christianity in their place. The most ignorant and de- 
based ryot is a more hopeful subject for the missionary 
than a young Brahmin loaded with prises won at a 
Christian college, who talks like Samuel Johnson, and 
writes like Addison, and will descant by the hour upon 
the distinction between Original Grace and Prevenient 
Grace. For the Hindoo mind is singularly acute and 
subtle^ and dearly loves to disport itself in the intricate 
mases of Western controversy. The cultivated native is 
irresistibly attracted by the curious and oomplicated 
theological problems which at present occupy so much 
of the attention of all our most earnest men. He 
regards the doctrines of Eternal Punishment and verbal 
inspiration much as the Christian schoolmen regarded 
Plato's doctrine of ideas ; that is to say, as a training- 
ground for tlie intellect, as an excellent field £ar mental 
gymnastics. While the mass of the people, h'ke the 
Jews of old, desire a sign, the upper classes seek after 
wisdom as eagerly and insatiably as the Greeks of 



Athens and Alexandria. The missionaries have not 
fcned to observe this trait The Bev. James Vaughan, 
of Calcutta, writes :—" Perhaps the saddest feature of 
-all which strikes us in dealing with the educated 
••classes is the extent to which European infidelity 
•infiuences them. Newman and Parker have long been 
-household words with them. German and English ' 
•rationalism also wonderfully strengthen their position 
-of unbelief; and now they triumphantly point to a 
-mitred head, and cry, • Behold a bishop of your own 
-Church cannot believe the Bible as inspired I' * 

The nature of the process by which the weeds of 
Brahminism are rooted out and deaied away does not 
prepare the ground favourably for the reception of the 
seed of Christianity. The most effective spell with 
which to exortase the demons of the Hindoo mythology 
is physical science A native who has taken the d^ree 
of Doctor of Medicine, or who has learnt at the Presi- 
dency C6llege aU that can be taught him by a crack 
Cambridge Wrangler, must regard the astronomy and 
geography of his old religion with a contempt which 
wm very soon include Uiat religion iteelfl But, when 
he has surrendered his ancient creed because the priesto 
<rf that creed are at strife with the European astrono- 
men, is he likely to accept a new creed whose jfnMB 
are at strife with the European geologists! Until our 
clergymen make their peace with Huxley they must not 

expect to meet with any success among the educated 
Hindoos. To aggravate the evil, the leading Anglo- 
Saxon journals are furious partisans of orthodox geology. 
The Bengal Hurkaru seems unable to make up its 
mind which is the most heinous crime— to express sym- 
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V^jwiih an evicted Bengalee peasant, or doubta on 

o?*!^*''!*^^^^^^^^^ The doctrines of 
Sir Charles LyeU are but one degree less damnable 

V^"" doctrines of Sir Charles Wood, and the name 

OCftofessor Owen^is only less execrable than the 
memoiy of Lord Canning: So that there occurs the ex- 
ttwrdiMiy phenomenon of a Hindoo journalist praisimr 
the leading geologists of the day as men of proS 
l««iuiig and acute insight, and an English journalist 
hST* ** ^^^ ^ "^^^' conceited, impious block- 

It is most unfortunate that the present Governor of 
Madras should have so wannly and openly espoused 
,the cause of the deigy against the geologista Whena 
manwhi^fiom his position and ability, holds so mat 
• pl^ in the eyes of India, goes out of his way to 
Prochum that the dearest interests of the Church an 

incompatible with the newest theories of Science, his 
•ubjects naturaUy enough trust him to the extent of 
Wwnng that it is impossible for them to serve two 
niMters between whom such an antipathy exists, and 
hasten to make their choice between Science and the 
•Church. And how can men who have but just cast 
off one faith, because the tenets of that faith are incon- 
•wtent with Physical Truth, accept another faith whose 
teneto are deckred. by the Englishman who but lately 
, held the highest rank in our Eastern dominions, to be 
Moonsistent with what is held to be Physical Truth by 
the most eminent savans of the day? What is now' 
pMsing among the upper cksses in India is an ad- 

mirable illustration of that glorious simile by which a 
great tnd good man rebukes those who stake the truth 



of religion on the event of a oontrcf^ersy regarding flicts 
in the physical world. ^like the Israelites in tlieir 
" battle with the PhilistiiiRS, they have presumptuously, 
* and without warranty brought down the axk of God 
''into the camp as a means of ensuring victory ; — and 
"the oonsequence is, that^ when the battle is lost^ the 
<* aric is taken * 

The struggle which must be gone through 'before a 
man can expel a crowd o( false, but cherished, opinions, 
and abandon a host of idle, but familiar ceremonies, is 
so intense and painfiil, as to leave the mind languidly 
incredulous, and, finr a time at least, incapable of new 
and prolonged exertion ; and the exertion of ascertain- 
ing, sifting, and accepting the varied and involved doc- 
trines of English Protestantism, is no slight onei For 
Protestantism insists that her doctrines shall be judged 
separately on their own merits, and finally swallowed 
in the lump— a process which requires a peculiar con- 
formation of intellect^ which, unfortunately^ is rare 
indeed. If we put the Bible into the hands of a man 
who was brought up a Brahmin^ and now has no fidth at 
all, can we, humanly speakinj^ be confident that such 
a man will evolve from the pages ot the Sacred Book 
exactly the creed which we professf Will he, after an 
unprejndioed study of the Word of Qod, be abedlutdy 
certain to light upon all the doctrines held by the 
Church of England, and miss all the doctrines which 
sheeschews? Will he, without foil, hit off exacdy that 
theory of the Eternity ct Punishment which wfll pat 
him out of danger ct' the Council— exactly that dis- 
tinction between t&e conversion of the Godhead into 
flesh and the taking of the Manhood into God which 
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irffl put him out Of danger Of heU-fiw ? Eome has thii 
immeasurable adyantage, that she can say to the weair 
wounded soul: -I am the true and ancient ChurcL 
whose authority has descended in unbroken stream 
-ftom the rock on which Christ himself built Donot 
-trouble yourself to weigh and investigate this rite 
-•nd that tenet Perform ikithfuUy whatever I bid • 
.^Jeheve humbly whatever I eigoin ; and it cannot but' 
DeweU with you. C!ome unto me, all ye that labour 
•nd are heavy kden, and I wiU give you rest- Beau. 
^1%, indeed, has this idea been expressed by one in 
wnoee ooDversion she may well take pride : 

- Wlirt ijdght of Mident witiiMi caa prwa 
I ufriTBtoniMoii holds the pnUiotedot 

} 5«^ flM«M Gk)d, how woU dort Thou piwid* 
For Mriag JndgmenU on nnemog goldo I 

Thy throne !• ditfknoM in tho *by« of light. 
A hlase of gloijr, thot forbide the dght 
Oh, teech me to beliere Thee thai oooeeded. 
And teek no fiirther thMi Thyielf moded ; 
fiirt her alone ftr n J diraetor tike 

Whoa Then heet promieed nerer to IbtBake f 
Mj thooghtl«i youth wi. winged with Ydn ^ 
My manhood, long milled by windering fiiwL 
Fril^ IIU,. Ughti ; and, when thdTgUm^ 
My pride itnwk out new iparUei of her ownF 
oneh wu I, meh by natore itill I im ; 

Be Thine the glory, ind be mine the ihime I " 

iMgoted Mahommedaa population acatteied tlmmghont 
tte coontiy, it is greatly to the credit of onr GoTem- 

meat th^ religiona disturiwacea are of such nw oocniw 
iwoe. If yon can oonceiTa the CathoUca and Orange- 
•wm of Ireland, each multiplied by twenty. fxA planted 
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under a sone where the passions are at blood-heat you 
will have an idea what the state of things out here 
would be if it were not for the heavy hand of English 
authority.* In all sectarian squabbles our magistrates 
behave with the same oold justice and magnificent 
indifference that was displayed by the provincial officers 
of old Bome in the days of Paul and Barnabas, and I 
have no doubt but- what they get the same hard mea- 
sure from the enthusiasts whom they prevent fh>m 
tearing each other in pieces. In all probability, the 
records and traditions of the respective creeds preserve 
the name of more than one judge or collector, who was 
rewarded for having saved the life of some bold preacher, 
by being handed down to posterity as the personification 
of "carelessness." There are few personages in histoiy 
who have been so uigustly used as these Boman 
deputies and chief captains. They seem to have borne 
themselves with rare courage and judgment, to have 
stood on every occasion between the persecutors and 
their prey, and to have given way only when nothing 
short of concession could avert a general uprising of a 
fierce and determined nation of fanatics. The conduct 
of Lysias and Festus seems to have been eminently 
just and prudent^ and, after all, poor OaUio's fault 
simply consisted in this, that when he found no mention 
in Uie revised code, of the crime charged against Piiul, 
he bundled both parties out of his cutcheiy. 

During the mOst awful and melancholy scene that 
the world has ever witnessed — when tiie euth trembled 
with horror, and the kindly sun veiled his &oe befbrs 
the cruelty of man-<-after the Divine victim, and those 
women whose perfect love cast out their fear, the cha- 
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xactarwho most deserves oar pity is the timid, feminine^ 
compassioiiate ruler, who pleaded hard for that saoied 
life against the morderoos and turbulent mob of Jero- 
salem ; who yielded at last in an agony of remorse and 
shame ; and who restored to His disciples the body of 
their Master in the teeth of those implacable bigots, 
who desired to pursue their revenge beyond the limits 
of thegrava His cowardice seems Cat more venial than 
the dastardly desertion of those men who, after living in 
daily intercourse with our Saviour for the space of three 
yeats» hanging on His words, eating with Him at the same 
taUe^ sleeping at His side, sharing His every toil and 
privation (made light indeed by so blessed a presence^ 
and so deep an affection), at the first sight of sword 
to staff, '"forsook Him and fled." The conduct of 
Judas, of Caiaphas, of Herod, of Pilate, may be ex- 
plained by (alas D ordinary himian motivea But who 
can account for the conduct of Peter and Jamea^ 
Jjidrew and Philip f In the most stormy tumult, with 
outiage and massacre staring them in the face^ a fidth- 
ful band of fbllowers and admirers always stuck by Ptol 
to tiie last On the day when "the best of men who 
."knew not Ood"* was mobbed by deadly enemies before 
a pregudiced tribunal, Plato and Crito, Apollodorus and 
Oritobolus stood around their companion and teacher, 
pro ss o d him with loving importunity to accept their 
money aod their services; and, at the risk of their lives, 
schemed his esci^ from prison, loth to acquiesce in 
his fixed determination to submit to the laws of his 
ooontry, however uigustly thqf might have been 
wrested by his adversaries to ensure his destruction. 
And yet Paul and Socrates^ great and noble as th^ 
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were, were nothing more than men. How then could 
those who had been permitted to call themselves the 
friends of a Divine and perfect being, stoop to a baso- 
ness ficom which ordinary men of the world would be 
preserved by sentiments of honour and self-respecti 
It indeed required a life as long as that of John, and a 
fate as painfdl as the fate of James and Peter, to wipe 
out sucdi a stain ficom their own oonsden o e and firom 
the memory of mankind. 

The immediate prospects of missionary enterprise in 
India are, indeed, discouraging; but it does not follow 
that there is no hope fi)r the futura However little 
we may have succeeded in doing towards introducing • 
Christianity, we have done a great deal towards driving 
out Brahminism. The fresh air of European civilisation , 
circulates fireely through every pore of this vast oom^ 
muni^. That gross and grotesque system of religion 
which has prevailed through so many ages of semi-bar- 
barism^camiot hold its ground in the &oe of our art 
and science, our energy and good senses our liberal 
views and purer morality. The gigantio edifice of class 
exdusiveness is shaken to- the yery foundatioiL The 
Government School had already done much, and the 
railroads seem likely .to oomplete the work. A Brahmin 
who travels firom Burdwan to Galoutta cheek by jowl 
with a butcher, in order to see his son go up to reoeiva 
a priie at the Presidency CoU^ in oompany with the 
oflGqpring of a sweeper; is likely to go home with soma 
new ideas on the question of caste. Striking qrmptoma 
of the great change which is working itself out in the 
minds of men meet us at every turn. The ladies of 
one of the most ancient and respeeted Hindoo houses 
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in Calcutta lately exchanged visits with the families of 
the leading English public servants ; and at the Agri- 
cultural Exhibition of Alipore a day, or rather a night, 
will be set apart for the native women who can prevail 
on their lords to trust them away from the Zenana 
amongst Christian prize-cattle and steam-ploughs. A 
school has been set up for female children, to which 
Brahminsy of high consideration among their fellows, 
have promised to send their daughters ; and the more 
enlightened natives are agitating for the abolition of 
the time-honoured custom which condemns the Hindoo 
widow to life-long solitude and retirement^ than which 
the genial and exciting martyrdom of the Suttee would 
be hardly more terrible. 

( The missionaries have noticed this state of things, 
particularly in the more immediate neighbourhood of 
European mfluencea. Mr. Vaughan says: "I have at 
" different times preached east, west^ north, and south 
** of Calcutta, and the same grand features strike one 
* eveiywhere. Hinduism is dying ; yea, is vM-nigK 
" dead, as respects the hold which it has upon the 
«< minds of the peopla It is no longer the battle- 
T ground. During the whole tour, I liave hardly met 
** with a man who stood forth as its champion ! * 

It is not too much to say that an educated Hindoo 
almost inevitably becomes a Deist Even the gieat 
Mct of Dissenters, who began by professing to extract 
a rational religion from the sacred books of the Yeda, 
soon gave over playing Niebuhr, and confined their 
belief to tiie pure and eternal God. The introduction 
of western learning has produced upon the Hindoo 
religion the same effect that was produced upon the 



ancient classical creeds by the progress of civilixation.0 
The leading men of old Bome preserved as much of 
the outward forms of Paganism as their social standing 
and comfort might demand. They canvassed vigorously 
for the offices of Pontiff and Flamen. In their par^ 
liamentary harangues they used the Immortal Gods 
copiously enough for purposes of allusion and appeal 
They never hesitated to accept a leff^ on aeoount of 
the sacrifices and ceremonies with which it might be 
saddled. They drove triumphal cars along the Via 
Sacra, and annual nails into the wall of the temple of 
Jupiter Optimus Maximus. But, in secret, their alle- 
giance was given to the Academy, the Porch, the 
Garden, or the Tub. 

There are 'some who admire the great men of Greece 
and Bome, because they united phiksophy to the con- 
duct of public affairs. How beautiful to behold Peri- 
cles learning fiom Anaxagoras that the universe in 
general and Aspasia in particular, was composed of 
homogeneous atoms I Cato, on the eve of death, as- 
suring Plato that he reasoned well I Cicero, in the in- 
teresU of self-glorification, writing academic treatises, 
and receiving consolatory letters from people who had 
sailed from iEgina to Megaral There would be just 
as much sense in praising Bright for being a Protes- 
tant as well as a demagogue, or Pelissier forgoing a 
Boman CathoUc as wdl as a marshal A man must 
nave a beUet or disbeUet of some sort or kind; and 
when, as in the case of Jupiter and Vishnu, the national 
religion is too absurd for an enlightened man to swallow, 
he must profess himself somethinft were it onl7 an 
atheist •..»•• 
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When Lentnlos and Atticus entertained their col- 
leagoes of the Sacred College of Augurs^ it may be 
doabted whether the conyersation ever tamed on the 
mysteries of their art It would be much if the master 
of the feast mattered the name of some &yoared deity 
as a pieliminaiy to the first toasts as he dashed on the 
tessdated pavement a few drops of wine diawn fiom a 
cask which remembered the Marsian War: if indeed 
any good liqaor had escaped the notice of Spartacos the 
Contraband. The talk ran fast and free concerning the 
natore of Pain and Pleasare, the Acatalepsy of Aroesi- 
laiu^ and the Cataleptic Phantasm of Zena The Wheel 
of Ldon, or the Eljrsian Fields, were matters which 
ooncemed sach men as little as the Jewish Sabbath 
^ the prophecies of Isis. In the same manner, a 
Brahmin is onwilling to surrender the estimation which 
he holds in the eyes of his countrymen in virtae of his 
religioos rank and dignity. That he may not shock 
his weaker brethren, he continues to perform the family 
rites, to wear the prescribed dress, and abstain fioin the 
fiarhidden meata At the great festivals he keeps open 
hoose^ and fills his corridors with garlands and toivhea^ 
and hires the crack dancer from Sigpootana for five 
hundred rupees and a pair of Cashmere shawk Butat 
heart he cares for none of these things. His creed is 
drawn, not fi^om the rolls of the Veda, but fiom the 
pages of Locke, and Adam Smith, and Buokla As 
Cioero said of the augurs of his day, it is hard to oon- 
osKVB how one Calcutta Brahmin can look another in 
the fiM» without a smile. . 

And herein lies the best hope for those whose desire 
is set upon Christianising India. Not in our lifetime, 



nor mayhap in the lifetime of our sons, will the good 
work come to its accomplishment It will require many 
a decade to batter down the stronghold of tradition, 
and cut away the barriers of caste. When that end is 
ftt tf^^inftH ; when a new generation has arisen that knows 
not Vislmu; when men who have emancipated them- 
selves from the trammels of Brahminism rear up sons 
who know of those trammels only by hearsay \ then, if 
that cnsis finds us still in possession of the reins of 
govenmient, we may trust that the majority of culti* 
vated Hindoos will not be averse to accept the creed 
of their rulers. ^ 

To educate, to enlighten, to strike ofT the fetters of \ 
custom and superstition, this is the grand du^ the 
fdlfilment of which we must fiirther by all honest 
means. Colleges and railroads, libraries and news- 
papers, national justice and moderation, national charity 
and conscientiousness— such are the forces with which 
the battle of Truth is at present to be fought Hie 
time will surely come when we may bring up our re- 
serves with happy efiect ; hut that time is not now, and 
y> anticipate the &vourable moment would be to secure 
us nothing save disappointment, chagrin, and despond- 
ency. Let us not despair because India is not yet x^ ; 
because, being men, we must stoop to human means ; 
because the wind Uoweth where it listeth, and not 
where we list The world is so ordered that wo cannot 
the heathen of Bengal as the Apostles 
the heathen of Oreeoe and Asia ICnoi; 

^ js is given the working of mixables, nor 

prophecy, nor discerning of ^ixits, nor divers kinds of 
tongues. We must labour in the way in which it is 
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NOT OUR WILL — / 



giTBn tu to laboui, or not at aa And at tbow timej ^ 
wheo OUT ■onl grows faint within ui, when the toil * 
Moni exoeuiret and the end remote and doabtfol, we '• 
maj ocnnfint onraolrea with ^ thpnght that, thongh 
then be diflennoea of administntiona, then ia the 
■ame lord, and, thongh there be diTBMity of opetationi, 
it ii the aame Ood that WDiketh all in aU. 

Toan erer, 

-H. BBOmnTOK. 
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LEITEB XL AND LAST. 



/«^io,ia«i. 

Dsjut SufxiNB, — ^Ton will be glad to hear that I passed 
my second examination soioo three weeks ago, and hare 
aince been settled here as an oaaistaut to Tom Ooddaid. 
He set me to work at first npon the Oovenunant School, 
which was not in a satisfactory state ; and I have gained 
some valuable experience about the operation of onr 
, system of public instmctioa The natives of India do 
not seem willing to adopt Christianity as a compenso- 
tiohfor the loss of national independence ; bat there 
can be no question whetiier or not they appreciate the 
bleesiiiga of a sound Emopean education. That we have 
been enabled to otier to oni subjects in the East a boon 
so aooeptoblc^ is due mainly to the exertions of a great 
man, who, for the space of more Uian three yeaia, 
lobonnd to direct the whole conise of instruction into 
the channels which it at present occupiea To dosmibe - 
with my feeble pen the nature of the change vhioh be 
iatiodttoed would be vain and pnsnmptnous indeed, 
when he has left a monumoit of that change in his 
own immortal words. Strange it is, while lummsfing 
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S18 COMMITTa OF PUBUO JUSTRVCIIOS. 

«noi« the dusty leoorda of the PuhUc Offices «t Cal- 
^STto light upon a yeUow hundle of i<^^'^'^^^ 
^frayi and fWed tape. «id honeycomb^ hy Ae 
n^i«e. of generationa of white ants. To judge from 
<J^^pe««ce. it might well be an ancient muwAe 
wmSequestion of Half Batta, or the tpiead of Bua- 
Sb influence in Affghanistan. indited by some bygone 
ooancillor who now lies under the grass of a churchyard 
S^tenham. or do«s over - Allen'. I-di." ^if " "^ 
the «ibecription reading-room at Torquay. V^^ the 
p«tot» and every page teem, with theviyid thought, 
Sedowing fitncy. the grand yet rimpledicbon which 
hM Swady become classic wherever the EngliA tongue 
ii flMken or the English Utcrature rtudied ; whiA apa 
^ will be femilutt, whether to the New Zealander. 
who from that broken arch of London Bridge oontffln- 
«Utes the ruins of St Paul's, or (as i. fiur more probable) 
to the student in some Anglo-Saxon college founded on 
the site of a stockade of the Maori race, already long 
extiaguiahed by the combined influence of fir».water 
and proereMive civilization. 

At ^ commencement of the year 1835. the opera- 
tioD. of the Committee of Public Instruction, of which 
MMBolay WM President, were brought to a^atand by a 
decided diflference of opinion. Half of the memben 
wwTin fiivour of Arabic Persian, and Sanscrit learning; 
the other half in favour of English and the vernacular. 
Tlie battle was fought over a «im of ten thousand 
pounds, Mt apart by Parliament for the promotion of 
*i Uteiatnie and science. When the matter came before 
'• the Oonndl. Macaulay drew up the fbllowing mmutc 

which i. endorsed thus :— 
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"I give my entire concunenoe to the aentunenti 
** e^TCAsed in this minnte. 

«W. BnmKCK.- 

"Stf JUnMrjf, 18S5. 

"Af it ■e wn i to bt the ojiinkii of ioim of tlio gantlnMn who 
eompoM tlM Committee of Pablie Inetraetioa, thet tlie eoone whieh 
they hATe hitherto punned wee etrietl j pneeribed Iff the Britieh 
Perliement in 1818, end ee, if thet opinio^ be oevreet, a kgleUtiTe 
Act win be neoeeiarjr to wunat a ehenge^ I hnTO thoni^t it ri^t 
to raftain fkom te]dng aaj pert in the prtpentioB of the adTwee 
etatemente whieh ere now before ni^ and to leeai re what I had to 
eaj on the eabject tiU it ihoold oome before me ee a member of 
the Coandl of India. 

" It doee not appear to me that the Aet of Fkriiement oaa, \j 
nj art of oonetructioo, be made to beer the meaning whieh hee 
been eeeigned to it It oontaine nothing about the partieniar Ian- 
giugi« or edencee which ere to be etndied. \ fm^ i« aet apart * f or 
t he reriral and prff mflff**** '^ «♦>>«♦».«« ^^^i^'n^^ yncon ragement^of 
i^ learned natiree of l^^\ ^g^ far ^^ <«tFrwiii<»rtftn 
tion of a knowledg e of the eciencei emon^ ^^ ***^^Vit8Tlff fflf th^ 
l iritUh tenno net.' At le aqcaed, or mJJter taken for gnmted, that 
hj. literature um~ Parliament can have only meent Aiabie and San- 
eerit literetnre, that thej nerer woold have giTon the honovahle 
appeHetion of a ' leaned natiTe ' to a natiTe who wee frmilier with 
the poetry of Mfltoo, the metaphyilee of Loeke, and the phyilee of 
Kewton ; bat that thej meant to deeignete Ij that name only each 
penone ee mi^ have itadied in the eecred booke of the w^<****t 
aU the naegee of enea-grui^ and aU the aijfteriee of abeecptieB into 
the Deitj. Thii doee not appear to be a wmj mtiActoty inteipre- 
tetioo. To take a pardlel eaee ; eoppoee that the FlMha of IfgTpt, 
a conntiy onee enperier in knowledge to the natione of Inrepeb bat 
now eonk far below them, were to appropriate a earn tor the porpoee 
of 'reriTing and promoting litentoie^ and eneooregSng leeraed aiUiTie 
of llgTpt,* woold anybody inlbr that he meent the yooth of hii 
paehalie to give yean to the eta^J ^ hiero^yphie% to eeareh into 
aU the doctrinee di^;nieed under the Able of (Mri% and to 
with aU poenble aeearMy the litnal with whieh oati and 
andeatly edored f Woold he be Joetly ehaiged with tBciimiiireniij, 
if^ ineteed of employing hie yoong eal]t{eetB in deeipheilng dbelieki^ he 
were to order them to be inetmcted in the Sn|^ and iNMh 
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FOUNDERS* WISHES, 

uee% and in ftU the tdonoet to which thoM hmgnagat an the 
kaTB? 

rhi woidi on which the fupporten of the old tystem rely do not 
them oat, and other worda follow which aeem to be qnite dedaiye 
he other ride. Thia lao of mpeea ia aet apart, not only for 
▼iag Uterature in India,' the phraae on which their whole intar- 
tion ia foonded, bat alao for 'the intradnction and pranoCioa of 
owUd^a of the aeienoea among the inhabitanta of the Biitiah 
orie^'^worda which are alone aolBeient to aathoriM all the 
Sei for which I contend. 

f the CoancQ agree in my oonatroction, no legialatiTe Act win 
^cmaarj. If they differ from me, I will ptepaie a abort Aet 
iding that danae of the Charter of 181 S, from which the difiooltj 

• 

"he aiy^ument which I haTe been conaidering aflecta only the fonn 
weeding. Bat the admiren of the Oriental ayatem of education 
nekl another aigoment, which, if we admit it to be ralid, ia 
re a^^at aU change. They conoeire that the poblic foith ia 
id to the praeant ayatem, and that to alter the appropriation of 
r th) fanda which hare hitherto been apont in encoanging the 
of Arabic and Sanacrit woald be downright apoliation. It ia not 
» nndentaad by what proceaa of reaaoning they can have arrived 
I eondoaion. The granU which are made from the pablio pone 
e encoomgement of literatora differed in no leepect from the 
which are made from the aame porM for other ol^|ecta of real 
ipoeed utility. We ibond a aanatariam on a apot which we 
le to be healthy. Do we thereby pledge onraelTea to keep a 
rinm ther^ if the reault ahoold not nnawer oar expectation f 
•nmenoe the erection -of a pier. Ia it a Tiolation of the pablio 
atop the worka, if we afterwarda aee reeeon to beliere that the. 
ig wiH be naelcMf The rigfau of property an nndoubtedly 
But nothing endangera thoae righte ao much aa the pnctiee, 
nhappfly too common, of attribating them to thin^ to which 
not belong. Thoee who woald impart to abaaea the aanetity 
party are in trath imparting to the inetitatioa of property the 
ilarity and fragility of abaaea. If the Goremment haa given to 
raon a formal aaaarance ; nay, if the Government haa azdted in 
noa'a mind a reaaonable expecUtioa that he ahall receive a 
income aa a teacher or a learner of Sanaerit or AiaUe, I woold 
that perMB*e pecaniary intereata^I woald lathor etr on the 
h'berality to bdividoala than aoffer the paUic frith to be called 
itioB. Bot to talk of a Govemment pledging iteelf to teach 
languages and certain aciencca, thoagh thoae langoagee may 
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Mcome naeleaa, thooj^ thoee adenoea may be ezplo4ed, aeema to no 
quite unmeaning There ia not a ain^e word in any public intructiona 
from which it can be inferred that the Indian Govemment ever intended 
to give any pledge on thia aulject, or ever eonaidered the deatination of 
theee fonda aa unalterably iized. But, had it been otherwiae^ 1 ahoold 
have denied the eompetenoe of our pre d eceaao n to bind na Ij any 
pledge on each a aulject Snppoee that a Govemment had In the lart 
eeatory enacted in the moat aolemn manner that all ita auljeeta ahoold^ 
to the and of time, be inocalated for the amall-poz : woold that 
Government be bound to perriat in the practice after Jenner'a' dia- 
covery f Theee piomiaea, of which nobody daima the performance^ 
and tnoi which nobody can grant a rdeaae ; theee veeted ri^t% 
which v«at in nobody ; thia property without proprietora ; thia rob- 
bery, which makee nobody poorer, may be comprehended by perMna 
of hi^er iSienltiea than mine — I oonrider thia plea merdy aa a aet 
form of worda, regularly need both in Kngland and India, in defence 
of every abnae for which no other plea can be aet up. 

"I hold thia lac of mpeee to be quite at the diepood of tha 
Govemor-Qenerd in Council, for the purpoee of promoting learning in 
India, in any way which may be thou^^t moat adviaable. I hdd hla 
Lorddiip to be quite aa free to direct that it didl no longer be 
employed in encouraging Arable and Sanaerit, aa he la to direct 
that the reward for kilUng tigera In If yaora ahall be diminiahed, 
or that no mora public money ahall be expended on tha <JiM»tS«^ at 
theeatlydraL 

"We now come to the giat of the matter. We have a fond to be 
employed aa Govemment ahall direct for the Intdlectud Improvement 
of the people of thia country. The aimple queatkm 1% what ia tha 
moat uaefol way of employing itt 

" \\\ VKt^t IWm ^ ^ W*f^ ^"^ ^ pointy that Uia dJd eeta 
cpmmonly apoken amon|[ the nativee of thia mrt of ^w^u «%im»«fai 
ndther Literary or acientlfle in^nnation, and are^ moreover iopoof 
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M<i rude that, until they are enricW from eome otW quarter^ it wfll 
not be eeay lo tfAMlalA any vdnaMe worK into tnem . It aeem 
admitCed on aU aidea tbai tJie inteOeotnal Smprovenent of thoee 
of the people who have tha meana of puiuning hi^ier atadim 
preecpt be effected only hy meana of aona langni^ not 
amongrt them. 

" What, than, ahall that language be t One half of tha Ceaunittea 
maisteln that It ahoold be the EngUah. Th« •ther half itraqp^ 
reeonmend the Arabic and Sanaerit The whde qoeatlon aaMM ta mo 
to be, which language ia the beet worth knowing f 

I have no knowkdica of dther Sanaerit or Aiabki^-But I Imvu 
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dan* what I eovld to r<>nn ■ comet otinuta of (Lair rihis. I h4T« 
nui tmuUtiou of the moat ulcbnted Anbio and Suucrit innki. 
I IwT* conrarMd both htn ud it homs irith msa diitiiigidjlicd b; 
tluir piofidaic; in tbi Eutini tocignM. 1 un qoft* mdjr M tik* 
tt* Olkntal luniiDK it tha VDlustion gf the OrienttUA thiinnlTn 
1 h»T« nirg tonnd ona amnng them who maid Afiyf ^ifff » deria du lf 
»f » yif d Zbtoimii libmf^ ™ worth tha Wholo Mtira MtaWMi rf 
todi* ii 33|)tll»."~ TI»i intrmtLt lapMioritj of tlie W«t«ni IHaMnS 
h. farfMd. ItallT iJiniWad Iff ttiM mamlura o[ the Comml ■ 
UOAkA 



*apS«rt tM wwnut din nfoJlBO _ 

"It will WUjr bf dlipatod, I nppoH, Ibit tba dspulmaul of 
UtBitora In which llw BHtsni wiitan iluid higluwt it poatr;. And 
I Mttatnly B*T«t nat with Uj Oriantaliit who vDDtnred to muntaui 
tUt tba Anbio and Suucrit poetrr could bs compiTeil to that o( tha 
patt Earopau Biliona. Bat, whan «a p*u from worki of imagi' 
aiHoa to worka in which beta an recorded aod ganaral ptioiiplaa 
Innati^ad, tha lapariority of the Ewopeua bscomaa abaolutelj 
tunnauurabla. It ia, I beliaTc, no auggeratian to ny, that all Iha 
UitoiicU informatioii which hai b«a coll«t«d fiom all the boola 
wrltton in tha Buucril lao^age ii Isai raloabU than what may be 
fnuul in the moM paltry abridgmenta naed at prapantoiy aolioola in 
Figl'nd In arary braDch of phyiileal or nioral phlloaophy tlM 
ralatiT* poalCion of tha two nationi la nearly tha aome. 

" How, then, itanda tha cata I Va Kara to ndncata i people who 
aamurt at prawnt be edautad by meana of their mothar-tongoik 
Wa Buiat teach tham lome fotalgn langniga. Tha elalma' of dbt 
own langoaga It la hardly ncaeaaaiy to recapitolata. It attnda pie- 
•minant ann among the langoaRee of the Woirt. It abounda with 
wBtka of inugioatJon oot inferior to tha noblcit which Oreeoe ha* 
beqneathad to oj ; witli modala of arary apaciaa of aloqnaaca ; with 
hiatofieal oompowtiona. which, oon^ered merely aa narratirea, hara 
•aldom bean inrpaaaad, and which, coniidered aa TehJclea of ethical 
«ni political imtmction, hare neTor been eqoalled ; with joit and 
Ut^j lapnaentationa of human Ilfo and hnman natura ; with tha 
noat pnfoniid ipecnlatiana ou metaphyiio^ moialii gormmnit, 
Jariapcndaiioa, and tiada ; with full and convot information najieoting 
Wftrj experimental aoienee which tenda to praaem tha health, to 
jaeraaaa tha eomfort, or to expand the intaUeet af man. Whoaiar 
koowa that language, baa nudy acoaiB to aJI the Taat iaUUactnal 
waaltl^ wUch all tha wiaeet nationa of tha earth haya onalad and 
boaidad in tha eonne of ninety genentiaaa. It may aafaly be aald 
that tlia Utaraton now extant in QuA langnage ia of far greater ralne 
than an tha Utaratnra which three bondnd yean aKD w*a extant in 
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all tha langoigea of tha worfd togathar. Vor b tU« alL 

Enetiah ia the laniciUBa apolcw by tha wllag •'•- '*_'-Trtyttp ^ 
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i^^^^^^^l^y^-lSr'n "' "-"■"IT'Tf arm^ljnint the aa aa OIUll 
ITSe language of two great EniopMU ownannitiaa whioh 
tha one in the aooth of ATrica, tlw othac in Anatnlaiii ; e wnnnn tw 
which an STciy year Wonbg mora iapoitant, and man olMalj 
connoct-d with onr Indian enpiM. Wl«tt« wa loA at tlw irttod* 
value of oar lilf ratnn, or at tha putisnlar dtnatios af thla Mnby, 
we ihall aea the ttrongiat reaaoo to think that, of ill fanlp taagaai. 
t he EoBliah to ngitejmnt. thlllt ITTiMi 1* A" "»«t 1^ ** °*' 
naTiTe enliifct r^ ^ 

''''ThB queatioD now Sefon u la rimply whathai; when it la in ov 
power to teach thia language wa ahall tweh langoagaa in riiieh, 
by UkiTarMl conftaaion, then an no booki on aay aol^aot iAl«h 
deaerra to be oompuod to dot own i wbothar, whan wa oaa laaah 
Ikiropeao acience, wa ahall taMh ajatama whleh, hj nnlTacaal •«• 
faaaion. whene*er they diff* from thaaa of Xanpa^ AiSxt fc» tha 
wane : and whether, when wa ean pamaln aoood Fhaaaop^ Md 
i true Hiilory. wa ahall counUnanoa. at (ha pahlio otpana^ Madloal 
doetrinea which would disgraaa an KagM TaiTiai^^litmwmy, rtlafc 



WDold more laoghtar in girlaat an I^Iidi boariinf aa h ool— Hl^my . 
abounding with kingi thlitf fnt U^ •■^ '«'«>* *^l^ thMMaal 
yean loog-aod Geography, aada t^ «l aaaa of tnaala a>l Mat «l 
butler.- 

" Va an not without aipatlaMa ta (old* ■■. Hlatafr faraUaa 
aavanl analogooa caaae, and th^ aU taaak tha nau laaon. Tha* 
an In modem timoa, to go an tuthar, two m a wwah U inatanoaa it • 
gnat impnlaa giTan to tha mlad of • whola aoel«tj^-«f pt^Jadlflal 
o.arthnw»-of knowledge diftaad-a* tatta pmlto*-al Mta a>d 
adancea planted In countriek rtloh had nsMtlj ban iptfaat aad 
borbarau. 1 

"Tha fint tnatanoa ta wbUi I nftr it tha pwt nriTal M Mtan 
anwDg tha Weatam nadona a tha alna af tha flftaaath andOa bo- 
ginning of tha alxteottOi cmtaiy. At that tima almoot afWytUaj^^ 
that waa worth reading waa Oontnlnad In tba wiltiB|l of &• aooiMt 
Oieeka and Bomana. Had «W aaaa at oai aolad aa tha Oomaltlaa of 
Pnblio InahMtion baa hitbarto tatad i had thay aa^a<«ad Iha ks- 
gniga of Ciecn ««i Tacitua ( bad tbay oaaflaad thair atlMtta I* 
thTold dialecta of our own laland ; had thay {(intad MtU^ mA 
taottht nothing at Iha uniTenitiaa brt Chrenlolaa i« An^»*«« Md 
, in Horman-Fnnth, wenU Inland ban baaa what dw 
What tba Gnak and I^tin wan t» Aa antNipMariat 
T 2 
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otUon tad AMcbMM. <mr tongiM ii to the pwpU of Iiidk. The 
Jitentort or En^^aad ii now mora TalnaUe than that of ekwcal 
•ntiqnity. I doaU whether the Seaeerit Utentore be ae Taluahle 
ae that of our Sazon and Korman pngeniton. In eome depart- 
anta— in Hiatoty, for example—l am eertain that it k much 

•^ '\'^*'*^ *»"*■«»• »*T >* «M to be etifl befow oar e^ WHWn 
tte laat handled and twentj yean, a nation which had mrioady 

heen ma etateae barbareoa ae that in which oar anoeetoi. weie befew 
tte cniaade^ haa grMloan j emeiged from the ignoianoe In whieh it 

^a^ "^ *^*'^ **• P"^ """«« «*^^"»* eonmnnitiee-I 
^edcofBoaaia. There ia now in that coontry a laige edneated daa^ 
^Kn-inding with perMna fit to eerre the atate in the hi^ieet ftmetion% 
in nowiee faiferior to the moet aeoompliahed men who adorn the 
didee of Fkria and London. Theie ia leaeon to hope that thia 
Taat empire, which in the time of onr graadiathen waa probably 

Jehind the I^D^jab, may, in the time of oar grandchiidien, be pwerini 
•kit en ftance and Britain In the career of improrement Andhow 
f WM ttit change efTectedf Kot by lUttering national pntfndicee ; not 
by foeding the mind of the yooQg M oeoorita with the eld wmnan'a 
itoriee whieh hie mde (athen had beliered : not by filling hie head 
with lying legends aboot 8t Nicholai : not hj eaooniagmg him to 

•tndy the great <jneetion, whether the worid waa or waa not ereated en 

Cttt Itth of September: not by caUi^g him -a kamed natireb' when 
he haa mastered all theee pointa of knowledge » Kn» l y »Tl lfh1nr ^' TI 
t^OM fnwiffn linmiiffM in whi ch th e fn^ ^ n,.^ ^ i,ft>^TS^Tp;^ 
W kid np, and ^na patdng^all th atJnfonnatkm wid»<« BT 
xne laqgoagee bTWesteni Sordpe eiTOised Bnaaia. loinaoi donU 
that they win do for the Hindoo what they hm done ler the 

•Ifte recommended by theory and by eiperienoe f It k eaid that we 
ooj^t to aeean the co-operation of the natire pnbUe^ and that we can 
do thk only by teeehing Saneerit and Arahk. 

•• I can by no meana admit that, when a nation of high intelkctaal 
•ttainmente nndertakeo to anperintend the edneatkn el a nation eom- 

pwtiTely i^jofttt, ^ karn*. «• abeolntely to preeeribe fl^ 
whfch la to be taken by the teachere. It k not neeemaiy, howem. to 



aay anything en thk eal^ect. For it k pwred^ nmmawetab k oH- 

eeonrinjpilr --" ' " "■ ' " 



dence that we are not at preaat , 
yjyea. ItwogM'te badlywAtD 

' got we are c««*i^tW nei 



of the 
aft 






craTJng; we are figdng on tiiem the mock-learning ^ bMLjhey 



^'V'lICk k proted by the fact theft we are forced to pay oar Anbie and 
flanacrit iiadent% whik those who leaia In|^ ere willing to pay na. 
All the declamations in the woiidaboat the kreand reTarenoe of the 
natiTea for their aaend dialects will nerer, in the mind of eny impextial 
aenoB, oatwei^ the nndi^nted fiwt, that we cannot find, iBaUoar> 
Teat empim,' a sin^e stadenft who will let ns t^Mh hka those diaketn I 

■nkss we will pay him. ^ 

•« I hare now before me the eoooants of the ICadrassa for one montii 

—the month of December, 183S. The Arabk students appear to ha^ 
been eerenty-eeren in number. AU receire stipends from the pahUe. 
The whok amoont paid to them k abore MO rnpeee a month. On 
the other skk of the eoooant standa the foUoiring item : Deduct 
amoont res^ked from the oot-stodente of Ibglish ibr the months of 
JCay, Jons, and July kst, lot repees. 

**l hare been told that it k merely from want of local experience 
that I am supiissdsft theee phenomena, and that it k not the (aahka 
Ibr stodente in Indk to stndy at their own charges. Thk only confirms 
me in my opinion. Kothing k more certain than that it never can in 
any pert of the world be necessary to pe7 men fi« doing what th^' 
tiiinkpleesantandpfofttable. Indkk noexoeptkm tothkmle. The 
peopk of Indk do not le^piire to be paid for eating rioe when they are 

Jrangry, or ibr wearhig woollen doth in the eold eseson. To eon* 
nsanr to the caw before ni^ the chiUren who leam their lettm and n 

littk elementary Arithmetk fromthe Tilkge eob o olma st er are not paid 
byhim. He k paid for teaching them. Why, then, kit necema i y to \ 
pay peopk to kam Saneerit end Arabkt Eridently becaaee it k vni- 
renaDy folt that the Saneerit end Anbk are kngnagee the knowledge 

of which does not compeneate for the trottbk of acquiring them. J^UA ^ 
eu chenbkctsthestatooftheii «>»A«tkthedeckireteet , , ,j 

"*"'• Other efUenceSsnoi wanting if otbereridence were required. A 

petitkn waa pieeented laet yeertothe Committee by sererslez-etndents 

?die Sanscrit CoDege.' Thepetitionenststedth^hadstadkdin^ 
eoUcge ten or twelTC yean ; theft th^had made thenieelrei acquainted 
with Hindoo Utenture and ssknee 5 that th^ had recelTed eertifio|rtee 

ofprefickney:andwhaftkthefrultef an thkt 'Wotwithetanding 
8nehteetimoaials,'th^ssy, 'we hare but Uttk preepect of bettering 
onr eoaditifln without the kind eesktaaos of your Henouiabk Ossn- 
aitiss, the iadiflennce wiA which we ere gwenny looked upon by 
our countrymen ksTing no hope of enoouiageaaent end esel^noefrBjis 
tkem.' They therefore beg that they may be reeommended to «• 
Ooremer-Oenerel tar pkoes under the Ou i em men t , net pkoes ef Mfi^ 
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«W A BmOUlAX PBTITIOy. 

digiiitj or naalamcDt, bat meh u n»r jntt ciubl* Uinn to iilal 'Wa 
vul nlMDi,' th«r ■>;, ' for > decout liilnR, tod for our progmuiv* 
Impromnoat, wfaicb, hoirsTEr, w« umDot obuin nithont th« uumtince 
of OnTDiDmmt, b; whom m ban bMa cdueslod and msinUinod trom 
(liQiIboad.' Thoy conclude \rf nprncnting, rtrj pkthaticull;, tbit 
tlw; in tan Hut it iru neret the intention of GoTcniniinit. titer bs- 
hmng u libcnllf to tbsm daring tbsir cdDcktioo, to kbudoti tliam to 
dstitntjon ud oeglHt. 

" I lun bMD oasd to wet petltloiu to GoTsninient lor conpenMtioD. 
AH tbcM petitioDi, CTtD Ih* niMt iiDreiuoDib1« of Ibam, proceeded od 
tba (appasilion that eanie lou bad bMD nutained — that Knne wrang 
had bcm inflidad. These are aurely the Gnt pelitionert who eTer 
demanded eompenutioa for haring been edacited gratii — tor haling 
been inpported bj' the pablio daring twelra jeani, and then wnt fortli 
into tbe vorld Kell-fkiraiBhed irith Utentare and icienca. Thej repra- 
•eat their edncalioD a* an li^oiy vblch girea tbem a claim on tl)0 
Ootamment for mdniei, a* an Injury for vhich tbe itlpenda paid to 
thaiD during th* infliction wore a Teij Inadequate eompenutioa. And 
I doubt not that they are in the right. They hare wutcd tbe beat 
yean of Ufa in loaming what procnroi for them neither bread nor 
reapeot Barely we might, with adrantoge, ban laTed tba coat of 
maUng theae penona oaeleai and niiienbia ; lurely, men may b* 
bnraght op to be bnidene to the public and objecte of contempt to 
thai aeigbboon at a eomowhat tmaller charge to the ilate. Hut iiach 
b ooT policy. Wi do not erea afand Denlor In the conleit botireea 
tnth ud faleehood. Ve ere not oontent to leare the na-JTu to the 
Influence of their own bareditotj prejudicet. To Ibo natural difflcultioe 
which obettoct the progrei* of lound ecieoce in tbe Kait ve add freah 
diffieoltica of eur own making Bonatiee and preniiiuna, each a* ought 
not to be f^Ten <*en for the propagation of truth, we lariah on falaa 
taata and filae pbiloaopby. 

" By acting thoa w« erute the Tery otU which we fear. We are 
maldng that oppoiitinn which we do not dad. What wo epand en the 
Arabb and Saucrit eoUegea ia not merely a dead lou to the canaa ot 
tnith: It lithe bonnty-noney paid to rai» apFhampionioferror. It 
goa* to fonn a aeat, not merely of belpleu plaee-huater^ but otUgota 
prmnpted alike by paedon and by intereat to laiaa a Cry a^inat erciy 
naahlidMDHoradnoation. If then ahould be any oppoaition among 
. tha natlne to the change whieh I mommend, that oppodtlon will b* 
thaaflsctof ourownayiteni. It wiU be headed by peraona eupported by 
ouretipendiutd trained in am oollegea. The longer w* peraarare in ont 
pnaant coniae, the more formidable will that oppoaition be. It will ba 
•TWy jatr ra-infonad by raoralta irtiom «■ in paying. From tb« 
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8HJLL m TEACH FALSSHObDf 
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■grM^ to Im Merely pmerred. It is ecmfeMed that a language it 
teifBO of «ieftil knowledge. We are told to teeeh it becaoie it is frnit- 
Ad of BMnttroos •opentition& We tie to teaeh false histoiy, (else 
Mteonomj, (else medicine, beeaose we find them in company with a 
lUie nUgioo. We shitain, and I trust shall always abstain, from 
gbiqg any poblie encouagement to those who are engaged In the 
voric of co P Toi tin g natiree to Chiiatianitj. And, while we act thni^ 
•n we leasonaUy and decently bribe men ont of the lerennss of the 
■iBto to waste their yoath in learning how they are to porify them- 
tahres afttf tooching an ass, or what text of the Yedas thoy are to repeat 
to explats the crime of Jailing a goat t 

- ** It is taken for granted by the adTOcates of Oriental ^^""^"g that 
BO natife of this coantiy can possibly attain mors than a mere smatter- 
ing el Xm^idL They do not attempt to prore this ; bat they per- 
petoaQy insinuate it They designate the edncatioo whieh. their 
•ppoBonts recommend as a mere spelling-book education. Theyassome 
it aa wideniable, that the question is between a prolbiind knowledge of 
Hindoo and Arabian litemtnre and science on the one side^ and a snper- 
Coial knowledge of the mdimente of English on the other. This is not 
i4snly an sssomption, but an assomption contrary to all reaaon and 
oiperience. We know that foreigners of all nations do leem our 
laqgnege snfliciently to hare aeoeas to all the moot abetmae knowledge 
wUeh it contains, snlBeiently to relish eren the mors delicate gracee of 
kv meet idiomatic writera. There are in this Tsry town natiree who 
an quite competent to discuss political or sdentifio questions with 
fasnoy and precision in the English language. I hare heard the T«ry 
q we s t ion on which I am now writing diacussed by natire gentleman 
with a liberality and an intelligence which would do credit to any 
»om ber of the Oommittee of Public Instruction. Indeed, it ie un« 
■anal to ibd, erenin the literary drdee of the continent, any foreigner 
who can ezprsea himself in English with so much fiMality and corrsct- 
Mss as we find in many Hindooa. Kobody, I suppose, will oontend 
that English is so difficult to a Hindoo as Orssk to an »ngi<AmMn. 
Yet an intelligent English youth, in a much smaller number of yean 
than our unfortunate pupils paan at the Sanscrit odUge, becomee able 
to read, to e^joy, and e?en to imitate, not unhappily, the composition 
ofthebeetOrsekanthorB. Leee than half the tiase which enablee an 
Sn^iah yo«ith to read Herodotua and Sophodea ov^t lo anablo a 
Hindoo to read Home and Hilton. 

«Tb eom up what I hare aaid : I think it elear that wo an not 

fiittendbytheAetofFkrliamentoflSlS; that we are not fettered by 

any pledge expreeMd or implied ; that we are free to employ oar fbnda 

"M wo ehooee I that we ought to employ tham In teaching what ia beet 



worth knowing ; that Engliah Is bettor worth knoiringtiiia 
I^SXrStthenat^^ 

r^^s^tob. 

Unguagssof Uw, nor.. the laDgu.gsa of loligioi^ ^^^^^ 
imd Anbio any peculiar daim to our eaoooragement ; thatit IspoasINo 

tiut to Ob iwl oar tSgtta 00^ to b* dinetod. 

- 1, ono point I (illy ogw. with tk. ««tf-o« to wfccjio g««l 
,ta«ImiM».«L l«KXwWitl-«.tUttttotopo«W.ftr«. 

tJ=L^ r,.\^&m nfflkM whSa wo goTon; > obM rf ponoi^ 
i w«.n tn hlood oBd ooloor. bttt Uiy "^ tA *o «U- ^ °^f^ 

^SS^SSitorf tho ooimtiy, to omWi tkooo dU«<. wtth ton- 
thorn by dogroto at Tohidot 6c ooBTOjfag kaowUdfi to fl» gtoi» «■» 

•'^^jfiSwy mpooton oriolfa* tot«*^^ 

CMMdywitk oU todiTid»olo*ho Km kod H^nTS" t^^^ 
SI^pwTtoloo. BrtlwoddotrflwatkoHHrtofthob^djT-m 

5SAi2ohtthortob.«ito.t.«diqr«. » Tr^^^«r :SLii 

^ZS- Uih.Bo«.m«.dI)olUo.lU«-4*W1»»«ti^ 

StTlooot mon»»«.d thot >o otipood ^J^J^^TI^ 
SXto who moy komftor topdr thitkor, U.t thot tho poopUA^ 

Kwi. tkobown dK*oo botw.-. th. ri».l .j*-»rf •««f^ 
JS*«t botog bribod by « to lo.i» wkU tkoy Uw «. d-Jr. tota^ 

Sftodo wL. woiUdtko. bo iloeod a ow dbpo.il «ri|^^ 

XWtagor .i-««g««o«t to tk. Htodoo ooBogo rtOjh-^ 

■SktotkO pttodpol OWOO tkXOMkOQt tko P«AtaDdto OfRrt 

lartScipata, I ahall ontar on the perfpfmawjo of -V *i«-J™*~ 
SJmlandalacrity. Itonth.othorha.d,ttb.thoe^ 

STSmnm^t that thi pment eystem^ 

W that I may be permitted to letiro fiwu the chair of the Com^^ 

nLl5«lloiaMiotbeof 
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3S0 FEOnaXFCT OF KATirSS Df OUB LANQUAOS. 

Aoold bt Undiiiic nj ooantenuiM to what I firmly iMliert to bt A 
BMn ilflnfjim. I beliero tiut the present tyttem tends, not to 
aeeelonto tiho pr o g ret i of trnth, bot to delay tho nfttoral death of ez« 
piiiag cmn. I oonoeiTe that we liaTe at present no ri^^t to the 
TCspeetable name of a Boaid of PabUo Instnietion. Wo are a Boaid 
Urn wilting pnblie money, for printing books which are of leee Tains 
tiian the paper on which tiiey are printed was whils it was blank; tat 
gifing aitifidsl tneoongement to absord history, absud metaphysie^ 
•bsodphysici. abiord theology ; forraising upa breed of seholan who 
iiid thsir seholanhip an enenmbfanee and a blemish, who liro on tho 
pnblie whiU they are reoeiring their education, and whoso education Is 
m «tt«ly nsdess to them that, when they haTe receiTU It^ tl^y moat 
oithtf Starrs or liTo on the pnblie all the rest of their Utssl Intertain* 
1^ tiiess opinion^ I am naitnndly desirons to dsdine sU share in tht 
nqwBsibility of a body which, nnlsss it altars its whole mode of proceed* 
li^ I most consider not merely ss nselsss^ bat M positi?eIy nomoos.** 

The event has more fhan justified the opinions ez- 
pieesed in this minnte. The natives of India have, 
irxth marvellous eagerness and unanimity, abandoned 
the dead or eflPete learning of the East for the living 
and vigoioQS literature of England. Whoever can 
spare l^e time and money greedily avails himself of 
the instruction which we offer. ''To such an extent^ 
"indeed, is this the case* (I quote the Beport on 
Public, Instruction for Bengal Fkoper), "that many of 
" our best native scholars can write English and even 
"speak it with greater Cunlity than their mother* 
"tongufr** Interest and ambition, the instinct' of 
imitation and the thirst for knowledge, urge on the 
students; and, by the aid of a delicate taste^ and a 
sftraog power of assimilation, their progress is surpris- 
ing to one accustomed to the very dender proficiency in 
the classical tongues obtained by the youth of England 
after a boyhood devoted almost exclusively to Xenophon 
and Cicero. Of two hundred scholars who leave Eton 
in the course of a year, it is much if some three or four 
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can construe a chorus of Euripides without the aid of a 
SLdation, or polish up with infinite paj^ a piece rf 

SSTpni wWch a Boman n^t jK^ibly have nui. 
taken L a parody of the -De Offidis,^ composed b^ 
Tudgoth in fte time of Diodetian. Ayoung Hmdco 
wbThas made the most of his time at coUegs wiU 
Se by the hourasomewhat florid and stilted Bnghsh 

with perfect ease and accuracy; and ^w*^, ex^oy. 
and Seise any of our anthers, ^^ CJ^ J^ 
to Bobert Browning and Oarlyla The works of o^ 
g^tort historians and philoeophers have P«»«*«*^ 
SWy comer of our dominions, and, wherever they 
pa^Aed somewhat of ttie wisdom, the good sej^ 
STpure morality which stamp a peculiar character 
upon our noble Uterature. The Mahommed« g^^ 
m^, who«. pride does not allow ttm to stady^ 
lang^ of tiieir conquerors, have be^ to be i)aii^ 
S^Xe that they are fkstl^^ 
intdlectual superiority over the Hmdooa, who do not 

anriteEy pi«nito is i«^d«? .'T^^^tn,.^ 
Seral^devated opinions, ^f'^fj^^ 
contempt fbr bigotry, would go lar to j^tiia^ 
axdent lover of tiie human lac^ were he only c^ 

that these splendid qualitiea are more than ^on-de^ 
That instinct ibr fanitetfon, which I mentwned abov^ 
i .0 dominant in the native, his desire te please so 
oonstent, tiia* you never know whether his sentime^ 
J^^ or artificiaL- In fkct, it may be doubted 

^.tiier he know, himsell ^J^JV «£-£; J^ 
cannot be wm whether you are listening to tiie real 
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mJSrjISD lEOUGHT. 

TDMSkt or to the man whom he thinks you would like him 
to ba The feebleness and the servility which i^oider 
Hindoo testimony so singularly untrustworthy forbid 
us to put too much confidence in Hindoo civilisation. 
The Bengalee witness^ who has no motive to lie^ will 
distort the facts if he imagines that he can by so doing 
give one tittle of pleasure to the barrister who is 
eramining him, or the judge who is taking notes of his 
evidence. The Bengalee journalist^ with equal iiMulityy 
will adopt the tone which he has reason to believe may 
suit the greatest number of Sahiba All the great 
discoveiies in Political and Social Science which have 
been wrought out by successive generations of European 
thinkers he picks up and appropriates with almost 
pathetio simplicity and conceits He never writes an 
article on Trade or Taxation which, as &r as the 
o^nnions are concerned, might not have been the work 
of John Stuart Mill. He never writes an article on 
Creeds or Subscription which might not have been the 
wodc of Goldwin Smith or Maurice. He has his chdce 
of all the theories which have ever been current^ and 
he finds it just as cheap to take the most advanced and 
the most recent as to borrow one which already has 
been a little blown upon. In the hardy rugged minds 
of northern men, liberality is a plant whidi springs 
from seed sown amidst doubt and fond regret; which 
strikes root downward, and bears fruit upward. Here, 
it lies on the surface* and sprouts to right and left with 
easy profusion ; but its produce is mighty tasteless and 
surfeiting. In the days of the Beform Bill, when the 
great soul of England was; in woful anxiety and mis- 
giving as to the course which it behoved her to pursue^ 



A covrxBSjno^. ^^ 

1.^ Ktile Hindoo Bachelor of Arte wai "^^^^ 
^^^riZoX the absurdity of GtUton ^nd dd 

^r^STf commerce, cities teeming with a 
^is hijeless to attempt to giTBatruei^^ 

worth moie thm 80,ww. «w ^j ^^jj^ ^ 
h^ been plundered 1,7 <«r ^^^J^"^ ^ 

-h«d done 10. "O* •f^'^lTT^, -__^ ,ad onlj 
-They nMd to take good, iwrth M «»«.«« «»V 

-giTe four «nas ^Wj^ ^^^^ ,^ 

Upon thi. I «k^ h^ JT'^X^'-* 

'been unkind to persist 
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On Matter occasion I wm anxiou. to learn fiwa . 
Mbre gentiemjn what effect the g«at heat produced 

ZrJ* v""*"* "d health of the peqplf rf 2e 
countiy. No penraaaion. howerer, would induce him 
to deecnbe hia own aensationa He peniated in 
l^eakmg of the dimate fhnn what he inugined to 

«<rZr^* ''^ TT"- ^ kept aaking him^iSha ha 
suffered from cold in December ; whether ha became 

^ngmd and weak in the hot weather: while he con- 

to^ to inform me that the temperature wm un- 

beuable duimg nme month, in the year, but that in 

the cold season life was tolerable provided you stayed 

in-doorafim eight in the morning till five in the after, 
noon^^^nus was at least as ab«mi as if an Englidmun. 
JJ talkmg of the climate of our own idand.^JS^^ 

ttat It was possible to bear the out^door coU for two d 
olTul^rdl^^^"^*^'^^^"^*^-^ 

We certainly have not yet got to the bottom of the 
native ch«acter. Facts on,p up dafly which prove 

to some IVocrustean theory of civilization, that thJ 
dyh. of that char«to camu,t b. ftthomed by ouJ 
«^ plummet or marked with certainty on the 
chart 1^ wb<J we navigate in European waters. Take 

«ded the ^ ^^onj ; the mamllou. o,g«aX 
«f that vast plot; the mysteriou. but inSHZ 
»««« between the mutineers and the iadependart 

wjuch toeehadowed the outbreak; the seoresr- th« 
««««»u^; the tokens passed from hand to hand thr^ 
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out a xnillioii viUagea. Within the kit bm jen% on 
one and the nme daj along the whole oouse of the 
Ofmges the women flung their spindke into the riTer» 
and to this hour no European has the moet remote con«> 
oeption of their motiye in so doings Some imagine 
that the saorifioe was made with the idea of ffipiiting 
a national shortcoming; otheis suppose that it was 
intended to ayert a drought ; others, again, of a move 
practical turn of mind, beliere it to haye been a siqper* 
stition 'iuTented hy the manu&ctursn of spindles. 
There is something Teiy striking in these mmouis. Ko 
one knows where thqr originate, or what their purport 
may be ; but thqr axe passed on, ftom house to house 
and city to dtj, spreading throughout the length and 
breadth of the land agiti^ion and anxiefy, a wild ter- 
tot and a wilder hqpa Shortlj after the pacification 
of the country, it was said everywhere in the Lower 
Ptovinoes, that within three months there would be no 
"white thing* throughout BengaL Kobodj had the 
alightest due as to what this "white ttuBg* might be. 
Some held it to be the poppy, and supposed the pro- 
pheqjr to refer to the extremely improbable contingent 
of the abolition of the opium trafBa Some took a 
more gloomy view, and would have it that it pointed 
to the approaching extermination of our raca It was 
useless to question the natives^ for they knew no xnors 
than we. The rumour had been set a^goinft and it 
became^ therefore, a ssered duty to dp their best to 
spread it At this moment there is a universsl bdief 
all over the Pnigaub-that our rule is to come to an end 
before this very year is out 
Some of these are undoubtedly idb report^ set on 
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ADFERTI9ING TBE MUTINt. 

fix)t in mere wantamess, or, perhaps, Springing up al, 
most spontaneoiiBlj from the talk of men, and indicating 
at most an unhealthy, excited condition of the popular 
mind. Bu^ beyond all question, some secret influence 
was at work, to advertise, as it were, the coming honors 
of 1867. The ringleaders of that gigantic conspiracy 
deliberately undertook to impress upon the world in 
general the idea that something was coming the like of 
which had not been known before : just as, when we 
see in Piccadilly a file of men with blank boards on 
their shoulders, we become aware that a sensation 
drama has been put in hand at one of the leading 
theatiea It has been ascertained that the Mahom- 
medons throughout the whole of the north of India 
zeceived instructions, from an unknown hand, to aing 
at all their social meetings a ballad which described in 
touching strains the humiliation of their race, and the 
degradation of their ancient faith, once triumphant 
from the Sutlej to the Burrampootra, but now in sub- 
jection and bondage to the Christian and the stranger: 
Each village in turn received a handful of chupatties or 
bannocks, by the hands of the post-runners, with orders 
to bake others, and pass them on to the next village; 
and in the month of January, 1867, a saying was uni-' 
▼ersany cuiient:— -Sub lal bogea hai*— "Everything 
•is to become red." On the first of February a satirical 
poem appeared in a Calcutta journal, intending to ridi- 
cule the fears of those who paid attention to this 
prophecy. The concluding passage, .which no doubt 
was thought droll enough at the time both by the 
writer and his readers, when studied by the li^t of 
snbsequent events has the sirof a ghastly prediction:— 
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SUB LAL BOGMJ RJL SS7 

*' Baneah my fttt I nw twia nought bat Uood, 
And ihrieUng WTBtdiei botno iipon tlM ttiwB 
Stnig^ed uid fiiUilMd amidft a aea of gora. 
I haaid a gUat ^oioo agBin pioeliiin. 
If id ahoiiti of mvidor, mntiny, uid blood, 
« SUB LAL HOOKA HAI,' ud I awoko.** 

In the meantime people ate, and drank, and married, 
and gave in marriage^ and danced, and flirted, and 
speared hog8» and acted ''Cocknies in California^** at 
the amateur theatre in Fort William, and wrote letters 
to the newspapers complaining that the military men in 
civil employ gave themselves airs, and abusing the 
Municipal Board for not seeing that the course at 
Calcutta was properly watered, and condoling with a 
popular physician of Cawnpore who was forced to go 
to England for the benefit of his health. There is an 
irony in history surpassing in depth the irony of 
Sophocles. 

During the April of 1867, the English Society at 
Delhi \ras convulsed by the conduct of a peppery 
colonel, who, at the station-ball for some frmded insult 
from a civilian, turned his band out of the room and 
stopped the dancing, but expressed himself willing to 
relent if the official of highest rank present would 
apologise to the bandsmen. On the 17th of the same 
month comes a complaint that :-— 

""The bigwigs get the strawberries flrom the station- 
"garden, while a new subscriber cannot get a sniff at 
"the flowers.** 

likewis^^ 

** A wedding talked of as likely «to take piaoe soon, 
"but the names of the aspirants to hymeneal bliss I 
"will refrain from mentioning just yet^ lest anything 
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WEJX A DAY MAY BRING lOBTS. 

'"should occur to lesson their affectum for each otherl 
" befbce the knot is tied." 

On the fifth day of May, a correspondent writes from/ 
that doomed place :-— 

**Ab nsnal no news to giye yon. All quiet and dalL 
" Certainly we are eigoying weather which at th: 
* season is wonderfnL The morning and evening are 
" deUdoudy cooL In fact^ pnnkahs are hardly come 
'' into nsa* 

On the eleventh day of May the English quarter was 
given over to murder, and rapine, and outiage. The 
Commissioner lay hewn in pieces inside the palace. 
Metcalfe, the collector, was flying for his life through 
the streets of the city where his family had ruled for 
more than half a centuiy. The mangled bodies of the 
officers of the 54th Kative In&ntiy were heaped in a 
bullock-cart outside the walls. The fianatic troopers 
from Meerut, with all the scum of the baraar at tiieir 
heels^ were hunting down and butchering the members 
of the quiet Christian conmiunity. The teachers had 
been slain in the lecture-room; the chaplain in his 
study; the telegraph-clerk with his hand still on the 
signalling apparatus. The Editor of the QoMtU, with 
his mother, wife, and children, died in the office of the 
journal At the Delhi Bank fell Mr. Beresford, the 
manager, with all his family, after a gallant and despe- 
rate resistance. Of those ladies, who a tew days before 
were grumbling at the bearishness of the old colond, 
soma were dragging themselves towards Meerut or 
Kumaul, under the fierce noon-day sun, bare-headed 
and with bleeding feet ; while others were lying uncon- 
scious in death, and therefore less to be pitied, on the 
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latfom in fcont of the police^ffice in the principd 

boulevaid. . ' » j 

Early in the year 1867, * new chnioh wa« oonaeoiated 
at Sealkote, which is described in a letter to the 
EngUJman fawn that place a« -the moat chaste and 
« beaatifnl strootaie of Modem Gothic in India. No 
high praise, by the way. It was only the other day 
that we Cahmtto people were gratified hf the informa- 
tion that Mr. Fergusson, in his work on Modem 
jUchitectuie, had giren drawings of our Catiiedral, 
botii inside and out; hut our delight was qualified by 
the subsequent discovery that he had inserted those 
drawings as specimens of what he pronounced to be tiie 
^ most debased style extant The writer fiom Sealkote 
ukesoccasion tosay that: — 

"The ftature historian, when he tracea the career of 
« our rise, and perchance our fall, in this wondrous land, 

" wai tove to dwell upon a picture like the present— 
" afew' score strangers dedicating tiieir churches to Kb 
" set apart from all pro&ne uses for ever wiUi luoh 

- fiiity of purpose, and witii minds so assured as new < 

" for one moment to doubt tiie fulness of tiieir flutiim 
-tiiefiiture; andtiiis intiie midstof millions distinct 
-fcomtiwm in race, religion, and feeling. ThesUei^ 
" of tiie many made Ittbaervient to tiie will of th* ftw; 

-not by crushing axmiea ftom foreign land^ but by 

- sowing tiie seeds of peace and Older aiouadr-* land 

"ft few year* ago bristiing witii bayonet^ aa soemfa 
« country, now oheerfdlly acknowledging our f"* "« 

- avowing it to be a Wesaing-is si tratii tiiat has bestt 

- sealed by the oerenumy just condnded." 
Xhen oomee » remarkable postscript J— 

SS 
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LABOJB PLATSS Of STRAWBERRIES. 



" Ibe other day a telegraphio message was reoeived, 
** noted ' Uigent' Tlie news ran like wildfire round the 
** station, that the troops here were to march at once 
" for Herat^ But^ alas I it was— can it be guessed 7 
** Never! — Thai the Sqnn^who vfere learning th$ umo/ 
" ih$ Enfidd Rifle were to have no ware praeiiee ammu' 
^ nUianeervedauitothem/" 

This supplies material for some humorous remarks, 
which end with the words — " Everything wears such a 
" mysterious aspect to us benighted Sealkotians, that 
" none dare venture on opinion, and we must wait till 
* time and the Englishman enlighten us." 

They were to be soon enlightened by quite another 
agency — ^by a leading article written in a very different 
oomposition fiom printer's ink. One evening in July, 
Dr. Oraham, the superintending suigeon of the station, 
begged a friend with whom he was dining, who had re- 
marked on the insolent demeanour of tho sepoys, not to 
let his fears get the better of his senses. The next 
morning an officer * saw Miss Oraham ooming in the 
" ^^^ffi7» apparently alone', screaming and ciying most 
" piteously." He assisted in taking out her lather's 
body. 

llie Lucknow news in May 1857, consists chiefly in 
the badness of the road fiK>m Cawnpore. 

"Soft blankets should be provided in the dawk 
" carriages, and plenty of them. We have large plates 
"of strawberries eveiy morning. Calcutta people might 
* well pay Lucknow a visit Our hospitality is famous.* 






* Dm Ptorian wir wm itfll in progiwi, and ihm 
OBiMiSii vmdd kaTt «veB graatw atlnetioni thn te 
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Small thought had men of soft blanketo and large 
plates of atrawberries on that November day when the 
English host covered sixteen miles in length of that 
Cawnpore road, with the sad remnanU of the immortal 
garrison marching in the centre, and among them three- 
score widows who had been wives when the siege began: 
—the van hurrying forward under stout Sir Colin to 
save the bridge ftom the victorious mercenaries of 
GwaUor. while the rear stood savagely to Uy against 
the clouds of sepoys who poured ftom the town to 
harass our retreat 

At AP^i^i^^^, towards the end of March, the weather 



" DelightfuL No news; no one dead; many mamea, 
"some about to be bom; some have been; and some 
"won't be, notwithstanding the welcome awaiting 

" tliem.** 
ThQ welcome awaiting them I On the 22nd May— 

" We have plenty of cause for amusement here. The 
" railway people insist on going the grand rounds. One 
" cadet doing duty with the 6th Native Infantiy, walked 
•• in the verandah last night for five hours, armed with 
• sword and pistol, amidst the railleiy of his wiser 

" comrades.'' 

Two days after ihese words were written the 6tli 
Native Infantiy xt)se and massacred seventeen ofificers^, 
including this poor boy and several other.young cadets, 
who were waiting to be attached to regiments. Rom 
that time forward the Allahabad news becomes signifi- 
cant On the 8th July the "bodies of European men 

" and women were fioaUng down the river lately." 
Late in March we find the following paragraphs :— 
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Ui CORRESPONDSNCS nOM RANBEOUNOS. 

"We of this generation cannot realize what the effect 

• of a real panic would be among the European residenta 
- in this countiy, and it would be fooliah to attempt to 
••realizbit" ^ 

And again:— 

•*! fear that the good old days are gone by when we 

• were accustomed to quell disaffection by blowing fiom 
•• a cannon a few of the malcontents." 

So men wrote in the spring. Before Hutumn had 
well set in their style had altered A gentleman at 
Baneegunge says : — 

"I have three pieces of timber, which the taste of 

* my engineer would convert into a picturesque gaUows 

* which would accommodate sixteen of the laigest size 

- without inconveniencing each other. A coil of whale 

* rope, warranted not to have any bullock's fat to offend 

- prejudices, will do its work. Having been a sailor, 

* I am up to knot-making, and can introduce one much 

* approved of by Bolivar, when he sometimes amused 

* himself by hanging instead of shooting." 

The residents at a station in Bahar would be «aU 
"right and merry, if we could only get a few people to 
*hang.* 

At AUahabad the Judicial Commissioners, Sandys 
and Palmer, whom Lord Canning, to his eternal honour, 
speedily sent back again into private life^ -are doing 
-their duty welL The day before yesteiday one of 'em 

" hanged thirteen, yesterday he hanged fifteen, and there 
" are still seventy-two candidates." 

And again :— 

-Palmer and Sandys are doing good service in tuck- 
*ing up and scratching the backs of rebels." 



d SAD FJOK 



S48 



wm^mm 



Soon afterwards a oonespondent from the same place 
<— let us hope the same man — recommends torture for 
-respectable Mahommedana" At Delhi, four months 
after the restoration of tranquillity, six men were hung 
on the information of a single witoess, y>ho himmff was 
hwig on ihs mms da^ for hdng imcenud tn the mmdir 
of ^uropeam. A company of gipsies^ against whom no 
special charge could be found, were strung up together 
on the indictment of -retarding the peHoeaUe organi- 
"ladon of society." The newspapers teemed with de- 
liberate propositions to raze to the ground andent and 
crowded cities— to depopulate vast and thriving pro- 
vinces—to put to the edge of the sword all the women 
in Delhi and Cawnpor^— to exterminate the inhabitants 
of eveiy village which a European ftigitive had tra- 
vened without being entertained and protected; the 
certain and merited consequences of which barbarity 
would have been that^ in the case of another outbreak, 
the peasantry would take good care that no European 
fiigitive should escape to tell the line of oountiy which 
he had taken in his flig}it In hdt, as a contributor to 
the EnglMmum remarks, with logic at least equal to his 

humanity:-— 

-There was only one prayer, and that was that every 
-one should meet death after a &ir trial, muk at O^ 
"^all geL How very differently they would have been 
- treated by any other of the European powers." 

my oountiymeQ I Is there no such thmg as British 

bunkum! Have our Columbian brethren a monopoly 

of self-appreciation I 

. "When it first began to be whispered in English cirdei 

that sedition was afoot^ puUio opinion was strong against 
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the alanniflis. The sepoy was evexything that could be 
wished. Faithful and docile, his prejudices were to be 
respected and bis calumniators snubbed. 

** We understand," on the Srd of February, 1857, 
" that the sepoys of Barrackpore have consulted their 
" comrades in the upper provinces as to the new method 
«of making cartridges, and have been informed that 
''they are determined not to submit to an innovation 
*^hich affects their rules of caste. The (Government 
''may be assured that those who are most determined 
*to maintain their own rights are neither the worst 
** nor least faithful soldiera JEvm Oramwelti Iromidu 
" would have mutinied if they had been farced to hear ike 
'^ fkmmon Prayer readJ* 
**What a pity it is," writes an officer of the 65th 
^<^ Kative Infantry, * that Europeans abusing a coips cannot 
** be strung up." 

A few short months, and a Delhi ruffian, stained to 
the elbows with English blood, was a saint compared 
to the Englishman of noble and elevated nature, who^ • 
amidst the universal madness, preserved one tittle of 
justice, one spark of humanity. ^ We earnestly hope,"* 
(tfuch was the style of the penny-a-liner of those days,) 
** and we shall be joined by almost all our readers, that 
'"the. sepoys will first sheathe their bayonets in the 

* bodies of those capable of excusing them." 

Hero is an art-notice of the period : — 

''That indefatigable artist^ Mr. Hudson, has just 
« finished a portrait of Captain Hadewood, which may 
''be seen in Thaoker and Spink's gaOeiy. The friends 
Voi the gallant officer will at once recognise the like- 

* nessy and feel confident that no undue lenity on 
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" part win be shown to the murderers of women and 
*«ohildren; lor he has a stem expression of oounte- 
"nanoe, as if lie had just given an order to hang them 
" amd ihMr fanarareT 

The Poet's comer in the X^lvihmm of that year 
contains productions the most degraded, morally and 
intellectually, thiUr ever proceeded firom a human pen, 
not exoepting that of the Fire Duohenie. These are 
the terms in which men allowed themselves to speak 
of the ruler who saved our nation from as awfiil a crime 
as any on which the sun has shone >^ 

•* Barring h w mm itj f-fntemitn, 
Tb HeU of BOM am vt tlM wflling MBd«m ; 

Bvt, if to wpoji Mitnnoi must bt si^Mf 
LocoUtb«B,Lotd,iatlMbockdnBMof Hm^vb." . 

Talk of the New York Herald/ May our Father 
which is in heaven not lead us again into such temp- 
tation I 

When but seven years have passed since such a mine 

lay beneath our foet unheeded and unknown, we should 
be slow to affirm that we understand the feelings and 
character of the people of India Their inner life still 
remains a sealed book to us. Certain it is that we 
have a veiy vague notion of the estimation in whidi* 
th^ hold us. It is luurdly possible far a man brought 
up amidst European scenes and associations to realiie 
the idea conceived of him and his oountiymeii by a 
thorough-bred Hindoo. On the one hand, the natives 
must acknowledge oux vast superiority in the arts of 
war and government Our railways and steamships 
and Armstrong guns are tangible fiwts which cannot be 
slighted. They must be perfectly aware that we have 
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WHAT WE 8SSM TO THE NATIFES. 



oonquered them, and axe goTeming them in a more 
syBtematic and downright manner than they have ever 
been governed before. But^ on the other hand, many 
of oar nsages must in their eyes appear moet debased 
and revolting. Imagine the horror with which a puno- 
tilioos and devout Brahmin cannot but regard a people 
who eat the flesh of cow and pig, and drink various 
sorts of strong liquor torn morning till night It is at 
least as hard for such a man to look up to us as his 
betters, morally and socially, as it would be for us to 
place amongst the most civilized nations of the world a 
population which was in the habit of dining on human 
flesh, and intoxicating itself daily with laudanum and 
sal-volatile. Tlie peculiar qualities which mark the 
Knglishman are singularly distasteful to the Oriental, 
and are sure to be strangely distorted when seen fiom 
his point of view. Our eneigy and earnestness appear 
oppressive and importunate to the languid voluptuous 
aristocracy of the East Our very honesty seems osten- 
tatious and contemptible to the wily and tortuous 
Hindoo mind That magnificent disregard of Um om- 
wnanoti, which has rendered our oountiymen so justly 
beloved by all the continental nations, is- inexplicable 
and hatefol to a race who consider external pomp and 
reticent solemnity to be the necessaiy accompaniments 
of rank, worth, or power. The Maharajah of Kishnagur 
on e described to me his disgust and surprise at seeing 
an English magistrate^ during a shooting excursion, 
bathe in a tank near which the tents were pitched. 
Europeans wh6 have resided many years in the East 
seldom fail to acquire some of these so-called Oriental 
prq'udicea Some of my Anglo-Indian friends have told 
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me that nothing would persuade th«n to strip them- 
selves in a public swimming-bath ; and I have seen a 
high official unable to conceal his horror when a suck- 
ing.pig. which by that time was a sucking-pig only in 
name, was placed on the table directly under his note. 

It is noteworthy that the free and hardy customs of 
the ancient Greeks produced much the same efiiact upon 
the effeminate subjecU of Darius and Artaxecxes. The 
Persian, whose every action was dictated by a spirit of 
intense decorum and self-respect oould not appreciate 
the lordly indifference to appearances displayed by the 
Spartan, accustomed to box, and run, and wrestle with- 
out a shred of dothing, in the presence of myriads of 
his brother Hellenes. Herodotus tells Us countrymen, 
as a remarkable piece of information, that, "among the 
"Lydians, and, speaking loosely, among barbarians in 
-general, it is held to be a great disgrace to be seen 

** naked, even for a maiL" 
Add the mysterious awe by which we are shrouded in 

the eyes of the native population, which very gener^y 
attributes to magic our uniform success in everything 
we take in hand, and you will have some conception 
of the picture piwented to the Hindoo mind by an inde- 
fridgable, publicspirited, plain-spoken, beer^rinkinft 
ciffar-smoldng, tiger-*hooting collector; We should not 
be far wrong if we were content to aUow that we are 
. regarded by our Eastern suljecto as a spedes of quaiiit 
and somewhat objectionable demon% with a rare apti- 
tude for flghting and administration ; foul and degraded 
in our habits, thougb with refisrence to those habits not 
to be judged by the nme standard as ordinary men; 
not malevolent irithal (that is to say the oflWal fiends). 
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bat entiralj waywaid and unaccountable; a race of 
demi-devila : neither quite human, nor yet quite super- 
natural; not wholly bad, yet fer from perfectly beni- 
ficent ; who have been settled down in the country by 
the will of fate, and seem very much inclined to stay 
there by our owa If this is not the idea entertained of 
u« by an average Bengalee rustic, it is something very 
near it 

Such is Ihe incompatibility of sentiment and custom 
between the European and the natives, that even the 
firmest friends of the ktter allow that a complete 
amalgamation is quite hopelesa The wide and radical 
difference between the views held by the respective 
^ races with r^[ard to the weaker sex alone, forms a bar, 
at jpresent insuperable, to any very femiliar intercourse! 
We, who still live among the recdlections and records 
of chivaby, horrify utilitarians by persisting in regard- 
ing women as goddessea The Hindoos, who allow their 
«ster8 and daughters few or no personal rights-^the 
Mahommedans, who do not even allow them soul*— 
cannot bring themselves to look upon women as better 
ttan playthings. The pride of a Mussulman servant is 
tenibly wounded by a scolding from thr hidy of the 
house. He takes every opportunity of showing contempt 
for his mistress by various childish impertinences when 
the Sahib and his horsewhip are weU out of the way. 
Among the numberless symptoms of our national eccen- • 
tridty, that which seems most extraordinary to a native 
is our submitting to be governed by a woman. For a 
long time they accounted for the presence of Ihe Queen's 
effjgyon the rupee bysetting her down asthe wife of 
JohnKumpani Now th^ probably iinagine that John 
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TSCOUFATIBIUTT OF SSNTIMENT. 

Kumpani is dead, and that she has come into possession 
as residuary lq;atee. The free and unrestrained life of 
an English lady excites the strangest and most uxyust 
ideas in the mind of an Hindoo. To see women riding 
in public, driving about in open carriages, dining and 
t^iViTig and dancing with men connected with them 
neither by blood nor marriage^ never £u1b to produce 
upon him a most £dse and unfortunate impression. 
Many gentlemen who are intimately acquainted with 
native ways of thought are not often very ready to take 
their wives and daughters to balls where the guests are 
of mixed nationality. I was present lately at an enter- 
tainment given by the Mahanga of Nilpore. The danc- 
ing went on in a sort of atrium in the centre of the 
palace, while the host, in a blaie of diamonds from 
head to foot, inspected the scene through a loignette, 
from the gallery, turning from time to time to make a 
remark to a chrcle of his friends and hangen-on. He 
resembled Lord Steyne at the opera, surrounded by his 
Wenhams and Waggs, rather than the received notion 
of ''the man of the house' of a Belgravian ball-room. 
His bearing aroused the most lively indignation among 
the older Anglo-Indians. Suggestions to "turn him 
« out," and "throw him over* were bandied about in an 
audible key. One old campaigner sighed for the halyoon 
days of the mutiny. -Hang himl I should like to 
* loot him. He must be worth a quarter of a crore of 
« rupees as he stands. His cap alone would be a good 

•two lacs.* 

rih» longer a man lives in this country the more 
ffimly convinced does he become that the am alg ama ti on 
of the conqueron and the conquered is an idea imprao* 
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ticable, and, to use an odious word, Utopian. But this 
does not imply that as time goes on, as the native 
becomes civilized, and the European humane and equi- 
table, the two races should not live side hj side with 
mutual sympathy and self-respect^ and work together 
heartily for the same great ends. But this consum- 
mation is simply impossible untQ there is a marked 
improvement in the tone of the European settlers. 
Tliat intense Anglo-Saxon spirit of self-approbation, 
which, though dormant at home, is unpleasantly per- 
ceptible among vulgar Englishmen on the Continent 
becomes rampant in India. It is painful, indeed, to 
observe the deep pride and insolence of race which is 
engrained in our nature, and which yields only to the 
highest degree of education and enlightenment The 
lower in the scale of society, the more marked become 
the symptoms of that baneful sentiment A native of 
rank, whom men like Sir John Lawrence or Sir Herbert 
Edwardes treat with the courtesy due to an equal, will 
be flouted and kicked about by any planter^s assistant 
or sub-deputy railway-contractor whose path he may 
chance to cross. On such a question as this, one fitct ' 
is worth volumes of declamation ; and &cts of grave 
import may be gathered by the bushel by any one who 
spends three days in the country with his mouth shut 
and his eyes wide open. 1 

Sonepore, the point at which the Ounduck runs into 
the Ganges, is the most sacred spot in the North of 
India, lliither, time out of mind, at a certain phase 
of the moon during the late autumn, devout Hindoos 
have been wont to repair from hundreds of miles xound» 
for the puipose of washing away their sins. Men dis-. 



covered that expiatory bathing was not incompatible 
with business, and a groat fair began to be held yearly 
during the festival, principally for dealings in elephant 
and horse-flesh. The Anglo-Indians, who attended for 
the purpose of buying* nags, soon took to running their 
purohases one against another ; and the attractions of a 
European race-meeting were thus added to those which 
Sonepore already powessed during the sacred week. 
The whole of Bahar sodely now makes holiday in that 
week, and a more pleasant reunion it is difficult to 
imagine. Men rc|joice in the annual opportunity of 
renewing Haileybury and Addisoombe friendships with 
old companions from whom they have been separated 
throughout the remainder of the year by vast distances 
and vile xoads. The complicated famfly connexions^ 
so general in the Civil Service, render this periodical 
gathering peculiarly pleasant. The wife of the Judge 
of Bodipore looks forward for months to meeting her 
sister, the CoUectrix of Gya; and the Commissioner of 
Benares, like a good cousin, has promised to bring her 
brother in his train, thou^ that promising but sus- 
ceptible Assistant-M^trate has exceeded his privilege 
leave by ten days' extra philandering at Simla. The 
desirable young ladies come to Sonepore already engaged 
to local partners for ^ery dance during the meeting :— • 
a ciroumstanoe extremely discouraging to casual swells 
who may have been attracted from CaloutU by the 
glowing accounts of the doings at the xabes put about 
by Bahar members of the Secretariat Beneath a vast 
ciroular grove stretches a camp more than a mile in 
extent where croquet and betting go on briskly by day, 
and waltsing and flirtation by night The tento of each 
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set of friends cluster round a large open pavilion, be- 
longing to some liberal planter or magistrate, wbere 
covers are laid three times a day for evexy one who can 
be cajoled into joining the paity. I oonld talk on for 
ever abont Sonepore; such dear associations does it 
co^jnre up of open-handed Indian hospitality and open- 
hearted Indian friends, from my feeling for whom neither 
time, nor absence, nor opposed sentiments, nor divided 
interests, can ever, shall ever, abate one atom of affection 
andgratituda ^.,jia^^^ 

It was there, during one of the principal races, that I 
was standing at the judge's poet^ divided by the breadth r 
of the course from a platform occupied by some doxenu 
Englishmen. Close up to this platform crowded a 
number of well-dressed, well-to-do natives — ^respectable 
shopkeepers fit>m Ghupra ; warm men of business from 
Patna ; gentlemen of rank from Benares and Lucknow. 
I saw — ^with my own eyes I saw — a tall raw-bonod 
brute of a planter, whose name I should not hesitate to 
publish if it were worth the publishing, rush at these 
men, who had as good a right to be there as the 
Governor-General himself and flog them with a double- 
tbooged hunting-whip, until he had driven them in 
humiliating confriBion and terror for the distance of many 
yardSb One or two civilians present said to each other 
that it was a '^ shame ;" but no one seemed astounded 
or horrified; no one interposed; no one prosecuted; n 
one objected to meet the blackguard at dinner, or to 
take the odds from him at the ordinary. 

A Judge of the High Court at Calcutta informed me 
that be had himself witnessed the following scene, while 
travelling on the East Indian Bailway between Benares 



and Howrah. When the train stopped at a certain 
station, a Bengalee attempted to get into a second-class 
carriage. Some Europeans, who were comfortably set- 
tied A)wn for a long sleep, told him to go about h^ 
business. He appealed to the officials, stetog hun^ 
to be a native gentleman. A person in auttionty toW 
him he must be contented to travel ^'^^, 7 
which he repUed that he preferred to h^ left behind. 
By this time he was surrounded by a circle of bullying 

English traveUers; whom the gwird of ^ tro^ con- 
ySed with delight by holding up his Untem to the 
poor man's feoe, and in a strong Irish brogue bidding 
the bystanders look at - a specimen of a native gentle- 

. - " man. , , «• %. 

I If I could think that the interert with which you 
I lead these etories could be one-tenth as deep aa the 
pain with which I write them, you should h»Te enoujji 

Ukeep.you in indignation for the nert twelTemontK 
LSff which, when acted, set the teeth o^ttenng 

«id «rfing« twitching, seem childish enough when 
tamed into\«ntence. «id divided with comma, and 
colons. Heayen knows. I would give. monA^y^ 
a veal's penrion to h«ve my will of some rnlBM. for 
what I hOTTbeaid them say with appUuse, and seen 
them to do with impunity. Pearfid symptoms these of 
wS must he seething below 1 However l^d he mgh^ 
be to his native «rv«.ts. however jurt to btai»ti« 
tenets, there i. not . single non^ P««« « 
India, with whom I h.ve conversed on !«"» V«- 
tion^ who would not consider the sentiment tt«t we 
hold IndU for the benefit of the inh.bit«t. of Indi. . 
loathsome un-EngUA piece of cMit Hence come, the 
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paramount neceseitj that opinion at home should keep 
a close watch upon the conduct of the affairs of India. 
It is not enough that we send her out able and high- 
minded rulers. While there, they must never be allowed 
to foiget that the eyes of England are upon them. Lord 
Canning was as brave a man and as good a man as 
could well be found within our islea Such he proved 
himself to be at a crisis when virtue was useless without 

• 

courage, and when courage without virtue was iax worse 
than uselesa Yet even he succumbed at last to the 
ravening clamour of the friends of indiga If Lord 
Canning had been left to himself, the ryot would have 
been delivered over to his tyrants bound hand and foot 
by a law illogical, inhumane, and inexpedient in all the 
highest senses. 

What is the meaning of the Anglo-Saxon outcry ? 
We cannot exterminate a wealthy and ancient com- 
munity of a hundred and fifty millions of human 
beings, like so many Maories or Cherokees : and, if we 
do not exterminate them, we. cannot continue to humble 
and to wrong them. If this state of things is dis- 
regarded at home, most serious evils must ensue. If it 
should ever come to pass that for a single period of five 
years India should be governed under the auspices of a 
Secretary of State of anti-native tendencies^ the certain 
result would be a wide-spread system of social oppres- 
sion, degrading and cruel to the native, shameful and 
demoralixing to us. The apathy of Englishmen to the 
affairs of India would be venial if our interests alone 
were thereby placed in peril; but, when the conse- 
quences fall on the innocent children of the soil, that 
apathy becomes nothing less than criminal While 



PSBIL8 OF AFATHr. ^^ 

honest men doie, bad men are hard at work ^e 
people of Hindostan, if they be wise, wiU make It t^^ 

Safer that they may gain the ear of England; for, if 
Sicgr succeed in obtaining her attention, they ai6 secuie 

of her humanity and her justice. 

Yours ever, 

H. Bbouqbiov. 
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